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(ABRIDGED) 

The Qur’an is the revelation of Allah’s Own Words 
for the guidance of His creatures. Since the Qur’an is 
the primary source of Islamic teachings, the correct 
understanding of the Qur’an is necessary for every 
Muslim. The Tafsir of Ibn Kathir is the most renowned 
and accepted explanation of the Qur’an in the entire 
world. In it one finds the best presentation of Hadiths, 
History, and scholarly commentary. 
Darussalam is proud to present for the first time this 
abridged version of Tafsir Ibn Kathir, which is free 
from iinauthentic Hadiths. 
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Important Guidelines About the Authenti¬ 
city of the Reports and Quotations in the 
Tafslr of Ibn KathTr 

Reports from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah jg 

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s 
Messenger ^ are commonly used for additional explanation of 
the meanings of the Qur’an. As for those quotes that Ibn 
Kathlr mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be 
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that 
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts 
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not 
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic. 
Additional information in this regard is found in the 
Introduction of Ibn Kathlr. 

Incomplete Chains of Narration 

The following is a list of common incomplete chains of 
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathlr often quotes. 

- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas. 

-As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn 
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas'tid and (or) some men among the 
companions. 

- Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet 

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet jg. 

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic 
according to the Sciences of Hadlth. Their meanings, however, 
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this 
reason they are commonly referenced. 

Reports from the Followers of the Companions and 
those who Follow them 

The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet 
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Sg, but they report from companions of the Prophet jg, while 
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are 
attributed to them are used as additional support in 
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathlr. Such quotes may, 
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is 
mentioned that one of them said something, and that 
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such 
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic 
evidence. 

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Said bin Jubayr, Said bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’ 
(bin Abi Rabah), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ar- 
Rabl' bin Anas, Ash-Shahbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Acl- 
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Raliman bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn 
Jurayj. 

Other Scholars After the Companions 

The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathlr often quotes 
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average 
English reader, one should beware that their own statements 
about the Prophet jg, his companions, or circumstances 
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered 
as important as authentically narrated texts. 

Wakl‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn 
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari). 
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The Tafslr of Surat Al-Ahzab 
(Chapter - 33) 

— Continued — 
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451. You cam postpone 
whom you will of them, 
and you may receive 
whom you will. And 
whomsoever you desire 
of those whom you have 
set aside, it is no sin on 
you: that is better that 
they may be comforted 
and not grieved, and 
may all be pleased with 
what you give them. Al¬ 
lah knows what is in 
your hearts. And Allah 
is Ever All-Knowing, 
Most Forbearing.} 


The Prophet j|| has the Choice of either accepting or 
rejec ting Women who offer Themselves to Him 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, used to feel jealous of the women who offered 
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themselves to the Prophet & She said, “Would a woman not 
feel shy to offer herself without any dowery?” Then Allah 
revealed the Ayah, 


4 o' Ziyi) Ofij O' 


iYou can postpone whom you will of them, and you may 
receive whom you will.} 

She said, “I think that your Lord is hastening to confirm your 

de ?“( 2 i We have already stated 11131 Al-Bukhari also recorded 
this. 1 This indicates that what is meant by the word: 


ipostpone} is delay, and 


4 & ft 


iwhom you will of them} means, ‘of those who offer themselves 
to you.’ 

4*^ o' zi£j} 


$and you may receive whom you will.} means, ‘whoever you wish, 
you may accept, and whoever you wish, you may decline, but 
with regard to those whom you decline, you have the choice of 
going back to them later on and receiving them.’ Allah says: 

4^ 1 Jllc it* 1 lyj} 


4And whomsoever "you desire of those whom you have set aside, 
it is no sin on you (to receive iter again).} 

Others said that what is meant by: 

4or' *ti2 o' <j*/} 


4You can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them,} 

means, *your wives: there is no sin on you if you stop dividing 
your time equally between them, and delay the turn of one of 
them and bring forward the turn of another as you wish, and 
you have intercourse with one and not another as you wish.’ 
This was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 


l 1 * Ahmad 6:158. 

121 FathAl-Bari 8:385. 
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Qatadah, Abu Razin, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and 


others. 

Nevertheless, the Prophet sg used to divide his time between 
them equally, hence a group of the scholars of Fiqh among the 
Shafils and others said that equal division of time was not 
obligatory for him jg and they used this Ayah as their 


evidence. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah used to ask permission of us (for changing days) after 


this Ayah was 


ori & 




4You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may 
receive whom you will. Airid whomsoever you desire of those 
whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you.}” 

I (the narrator) said to her: “What did you say?” She said, “I 
said, ‘If it were up to me, 1 would not give preference to 
anyone with regard to you, O Messenger of Allah!’”* 1 * 

This Hadith indicates that what is meant in this Hadith from 
‘A’ishahi is that it was not obligatory on him to divide his time 
equally between his wives. The first Hadith quoted from her 
implies that the Ayah was revealed concerning the women who 
offered themselves to him. Ibn Jarir prefered the view that the 
Ayah was general and applies both to the women who offered 
themselves to him and to the wives that he already had, and 
that he was given the choice whether to divide him time 
among them or not.* 2 * This is a good opinion which reconciles 
between the Hadiths. 

Allah says: 


7' s' - 


that is better that they may be comforted and not grieved, and 
may all be pleased with what you give them.} 
meaning, ‘if they know that Allah has stated that there is no 
sin on you with regard to dividing your time. If you wish, you 
may divide you time and if you do not wish, you need not 
divide your time, there is no sin on you no matter which you 


111 Fath Al-Bari 8:385. 
* 2 * AMabari 20:304. 
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do. Therefore if you divide your time between them, this will 
be your choice, and not a duty that is enjoined upon you, so 
they will feel happy because of that and will recognize your 
favor towards them in sharing your time equally among them 
and being fair to all of them.’ 

4 £ pS> 


iAllah knows what is in your hearts means, Tie knows that you 
are more inclined towards some of them than others, which you 
cannot avoid.’ Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The 
Messenger of Allah j|| used to divide his time between his 
wives fairly and treat them equally, then he said: 


«iu:l Tj Jjlu5 uj fa ^i» 


«0 Allah, I have done as much as I can with regard to what is 
under my control, so do not blame me for that which is under 
Your control and not mine.])”' 11 


It was also recorded by the four Sunan compilers. After the 
words “so do not blame me for that which is under Your 
control and not mine,” Abu Dawud’s report adds the phrase: 

“ilUi Tj ilU; iLj •&» 

“So do not blame me for that which is under Your control and not 
mine.u meaning matters of the heart.' 2 , 1 , Its chain of narration is 
Sahih, and all the men in its chain are reliable. 

Then this phrase is immediately followed by the words, 


iAnd Allah is Ever All-Knowing i.e., of innermost secrets, 


iMost Forbearing.$ meaning, He overlooks and forgives. 


C Yl 


git>' o; Sr. 






111 Ahmad 6:144. 

,2 ' Abu Dawud 2 :601, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4:294, An-Nasa”! 7:63, Ibn 
Majah 1:633. 
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452. It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, 
nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty 
attracts you, except those whom your right hand possesses. And 
Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things 

The Reward of His Wives for choosing to stay with the 
Messenger jg 

More than one of the scholars, such as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ibn Jarir and others' 1 ' stated 
that this Ayah was revealed as a reward to the wives of the 
Prophet $ig expressing Allah’s pleasure with them for their 
excellent decision in choosing Allah and His Messenger jgg and 
the Home of the Hereafter, when the Messenger of Allah jg, 
gave them the choice, as we have stated above. When they 
chose the Messenger of Allah jg their reward was that Allah 
restricted him to these wives, and forbade him to marry 
anyone else or to change them for other wives, even if he was 
attracted by their beauty - apart from slave-girls and prisoners 
of war, with regard to whom there was no sin on him. Then 
Allah lifted the restriction stated in this Ayah and permitted 
him to marry more women,' 2 ' but he did not marry anyone 
else, so that the favor of the Messenger of Allah 2g towards 
them would be clear. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, said: “The Messenger of Allah jg did not die until 
Allah permitted (marriage to other) women for him.” 13 ' It was 
also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasal in their Sunans.' 4 ' 
On the other hand, others said that what was meant by the 
Ayah, 

U tDtf Jja ji 

4ft is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this 

means, ‘after the description We have given of the women who 
are lawful for you, those to whom you have given their dowery, 

111 At-Tabari 20:297, 299. 

' 2 ' Ahmad 6:41. 

' 3 ' See Surat Al-Ahzab 33:50. 

' 4 ' Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:78, An-Nasal 6:56. 
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453. 0 you to/io believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless 
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early 
as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter, 
and when you have taken your meal, disperse without sitting 
for a talk. Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is 
shy of (asking) you (to go); but Allah is not shy of (telling you) 
the truth. And when you ask (his wives) for anything you 
want, ask them from behind a screen, that is purer for your 
hearts and for their hearts. And it is not (right) for you that 
you should annoy Allah's Messenger, nor that you should ever 
marry his wives after him (his death). Verily, with Allah that 
shall be an enormity.} 

454. Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Allah is 
Ever All-Knower of everything.} 


The Etiquette of entering the Houses of the Prophet g 
and the Command of Hijab 

This is the Ayah of Hijab, which includes several legislative 
rulings and points of etiquette. This is one of the cases where 
the revelation confirmed the opinion of TJmar bin Al-Khattab, 
may Allah be pleased with him, as it was reported in the Two 
ScJuhs that he said: “My view coincided with that of my Lord 
in three things. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, why do you not 
take Maqam Ibrahim as a place of prayer?’ Then Allah 
revealed: 

ot \j$j¥ 

4And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim us a place 
of prayer} (2:125) 

And I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, both righteous and immoral 
people enter upon your wives, so why do you not screen 
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Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere.* 11 It was also 
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasal.* 2 * 

Then Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “The 
Prophet jg married Zaynab bint Jahsh with (a wedding feast 
of) meat and bread. I sent someone to invite people to the 
feast, and some people came and ate, then left. Then another 
group came and ate, and left. I invited people until there was 
no one left to invite. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I cannot 
find anyone else to invite.’ He jg said, 


'‘Take away the food.* 

There were three people left who were talking in the house. 
The Prophet sg went out until he came to the apartment of 
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, and he jg said, 




•May peace be upon you, members of the household, and the 
mercy and blessings of Allah.* 

She said, ‘And upon you be peace and the mercy of Allah. 
How did you find your (new) wife, O Messenger of Allah? May 
Allah bless you.’ He went round to the apartments of all his 
wives, and spoke with them as he had spoken with ‘A’ishah, 
and they spoke as ‘A’ishah had spoken. Then the Prophet jg 
came back, and those three people were still talking in the 
house. The Prophet sg was extremely shy, so he went out and 
headed towards ‘A’ishah’s apartment. I do not know whether I 
told him or someone else told him when the people had left, so 
he came back, and when he was standing with one foot over 
the threshold and the other foot outside, he placed the curtain 
between me and him, and the Ayah of Hijab was revealed.”* 3 * 
This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari among the authors of 
the Six Books, apart from An-Nasal, in Al-Yaum wal-Laulah .* 4 * 

/ . ,4 i \ J 


iEnter not the Prophet's houses,} the believers were prohibited 
111 Fath Al-Bari 11:24. 

* 2 * Muslim 2 :1050, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6 :435. 

131 Fath Al-Bari 8 :388. 

* 4 * An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:75. 
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from entering the houses of the Messenger of Allah jg without 
permission, as they used to do during the JaMiyyah and at 
the beginning of Islam, until Allah showed His jealousy over 
this Ummah and commanded them to seek permission. This is 
a sign of His honoring this Ummah. Hence the Messenger of 
Allah 3g said: 

I ji. J 

^Beware of entering upon women .. .* |1 ' 

Then Allah makes an exception, when He says: 

ug % A 4 P % . 

4unless permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not 
(so early as) to wait for its preparation .} 

Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: “This means, without 
waiting for the food to be prepared.” 121 In other words, do not 
watch the food as it is being cooked to see if it is nearly ready, 
then come and enter the house, because this is one of the 
things that Allah dislikes and condemns. This indicates that it 
is forbidden to watch out for food being prepared, which is 
what the Arabs called TatJU (being an uninvited guest). Al- 
Khatlb Al-Baghdadi wrote a book condemning those who 
watch out for food being prepared, and mentioned more things 
about this topic than we can quote here. Then Allah says: 

'j) 

4But when you are invited, enter, and when you have< taken 
your meal, disperse} 

In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn TJmar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: “The Messenger of Allah 3g said: 

jf jis Uo iii> 

uWhen anyone of you invites his bother, let him 1 respond, 
whether it is for a wedding or for any other reason .a” 131 

Allah says: 

111 Muslim 4:1711. 

121 At-Tabari 20:306. ; ' , , 

131 Muslim 2:1053. 
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iwithout sitting for a talk.} meaning, as those three people did 
who stayed behind and chatted, and forgot themselves to such 
an extent that this caused inconvenience for the Messenger of 
Allah jg as Allah says: 


5^1' >J'S. j&JS 0^ 


iVerily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is shy of 
(asking) you (to go);} 

It was said that what was meant was, your entering his 
houses without permission causes him inconvenience and 
annoyance, but he did not like to forbid them to do so 
because he felt too shy,’ until Allah revealed that this was 
forbidden. Allah says: 

i&X U v &>} 


ibut Allah is not shy of (telling you) the truth.} 

meaning, 'this is why He is forbidding and prohibiting you 
from doing that.’ 

Then Allah says: 




iAnd when you ask (his wives) for anything you want, ask 
them from behind a screen,} 

meaning, ‘just as it is forbidden for you to enter upon them, it 
is forbidden for you to look at them at all. If anyone of you 
has any need to take anything from them, he should not look 
at them, but he should ask for whatever he needs from behind 
a screen.’ 


Prohibition of annoying the Messenger ^ and the 
Statement that His Wives are Unlawful for the Muslims 




Jig <Sli==> 


iAnd it is not (right) for you that you slwuld annoy Allah's 
Messenger, nor that you should ever marry his wives after him 
(his death). Vertly, with Allah that shall be an enormity.} 
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w&m m \ - 


^ * SrfK 4 tS * 


M jj 0£jH Vj 04^4 
*£> S$iyt t^-4 % ilfr^H 
c£2i U 'ij 
£ sit d^l SI *s5 
4*|&s-*a i'J- $ 

455. It is no sin on 
them before their fathers, 
or their sons, or their 
brothers, or their broth¬ 
er's sons, or the sons of 
their sisters, or their 
own (believing) women, 
or their (female) slaves. 
And (O ladies) have 
Taqwa of Allah. Verily, 
Allah is Ever All-Wit¬ 
ness over everything 

Relatives before 
Whom a Woman 
does not need to 

observe Hijab 

When Allah commands women to observe Hijab in front of 
men to whom they are not related. He explains who are the 
relatives before whom they do not need to observe Hijab. This 
is like the exceptions stated in Surat An-Nur, where Allah says: 

y ttp 1 * jit y 

^ $ Of!—* $ 3 +£y^ If? $ Zjr 1 jt 3+i>“J ji .tit 

iJ 'j. Jj! ji, 


tjLotx 


4And not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or 
their fathers, or their husbands’ fathers, or their sons, or their 
husbands' sons, or their brothers, or their brothers' sons, or 
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their sisters' sons, or their women, or their right hand 
possessions, or the Tdbi'tn among men who do not have desire, 
or small children who are not aware of the nakedness of 
women.} ( 24:31). 

The Ayah contains more detail than this, which we have 
already discussed in the Tafsir of the Ayah and do not need to 
repeat here. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ash-Sha‘bi and ‘Ikrimah said 
concerning the Ayah, 

<lrP : '4 of ft 

ilt is no sin on than before their fathers...} 

I said, “What about the paternal uncle and the maternal uncle 
- why are they not mentioned?” He said: “Because they may 
describe her to their sons, so it is disliked for a woman to 
remove her covering in front of her paternal uncle or maternal 

uncle. ”0* 

ilfP i 

4or their own women,} means that they do not have to observe 
Hijab in front of other believing women. 

ior their (female) slaves.} Said bin Al-Musayyib said: “This 
means female slaves only.” This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 

a a 

iAnd (O ladies) have Taqwd of Allah. Verily, Allah is Ever 
All-Witness over everything.} 

means, and fear Him in private and in public, for He witnesses 
all things and nothing is hidden from Him, so think of the 
One Who is always watching. 

je (iff Si' £0 

456. Allah sends His Salah on the Prophet, and also His angels 
(do so). O you who believe! Send your Salah on him, and greet 
him with Taslim.} 
m 


!£& 3$ 


AJ-Tabari 20 :318. 



Surah 33. Al-Ahzdb (56} (Part-22) 


31 


The Command to say Salah upon the Prophet 

Al-Bukhari said: “Abu Al-'Aliyah said: “Allah’s Salah is His 
praising him before the angels, and the Salah of the angels is 
their supplication.” Ibn ‘Abbas said: “They send blessings .” 111 
Abu Isa At-Tirmidhi said: “This was narrated from Sufyan 
Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: The Salah of the 
Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking 
forgiveness.’”! 2 * 

There are Mutawatir Hadtths narrated from the Messenger of 
Allah commanding us to send blessings on him and how we 
should say Salah upon him. We will mention as many of them 
as we can, if Allah wills, and Allah is the One Whose help we 
seek. 


In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Ka*b bin 
TJjrah said, “It was said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, with regard to 
sending Salam upon you, we know about this, but how about 
Salah?’ He said: 



-l^>- iiisi rji 


*Say: "O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, verily You are t)\e Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious . O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and 
upon tlte family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the fatnily of Ibrahim, venly You are Most Praiseworthy, 
Most Glorious /V*I 3 I 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abi Layla said that Ka*b bin 
Ujrah met him and said, “Shall I not give you a gift? The 
Messenger of Allah 3^5 came out to us and we said, *0 
Messenger of Allah! We know how to send Salam upon you, 
but how can we send Salah?* He ^ said: 


r=*J>l S? olL-* U5 1 jl j JJ? j^ijl ; 1 j)yi 


111 Path Al-Bari 8 :392. 

[2] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2 :610. 
131 FathAl-Bdri 8:392. 
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ji oSjU us jl ( _ j Jlc-3 j^>v* iJjij f4ui <Iij| 

‘rrfQ, 


«Sai/: "O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and 
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, 
Most Glorious. 

This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their books 

with different chains of narration. 


Another Hadith 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Said Al-Khudri, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: “We said, 'O Messenger of Allah, this is 
the Sal&m upon you, but how do we send Salah upon you?’ 
He jg said: 


i Jl ^ C. 1 U * US j-** 1 - * {*4^* 

\y\ J' J* us » & Ji-j Ji jjUj 


«S«y: “O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhaitunad, Your 
servant and Messenger, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Mulwnmad 
and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the family of Ibrahim."*" 

Abu Salih narrated that Layth said: 

0 \y\ Jl J-S J L*S l Jl J V 


«Upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad as You 
sent Your blessings upon the family of IbrShim .» 

Ibrahim bin Hamzah told that, Ibn Abi Hazim and Ad- 
Darawardi told, that Yazid, i.e., Ibn Al-Had said: 

sLSj\j t»S Jlj if- Ji US« 

J' J 


«As You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and send Your 
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as 
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Yew sent Your blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of 
Ibrahim 

This was also recorded by An-Nasal and Ibn MajahJ 2 * 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Humayd As-Sa*idi that they 
said: “O Messenger of Allah, how can we send Salah upon 
you?" He jg said. 


^j^.j l (*-7?*S:! iJ* ^ J-i’ 

® iL) US' aIjjS j 


“Say; "O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and his 
wives and offspring, as You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and 
send Your blessings upon Muhammad and his wives and 
offspring, as You sent Your blessings upon the family of 
Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious 


It was also recorded by the rest of the Group, apart from At- 
Tirmidhi .* 41 


Another Hadith 


Muslim recorded that Abu Mas*ud Al-Ansari said: “We came to 
the Messenger of Allah jg and we were with Sa‘d bin TJbadah. 
Bashir bin Sa‘d said to him, ‘Allah has commanded us to send 
Salah upon you, O Messenger of Allah. How can we send 
Salah upon you?’ The Messenger of Allah jg remained quiet 
for so long that we wished that he had not asked him, then 
the Messenger of Allah jg said: 


‘ olLo U5 j! <jipj XLm 

^ jT \aS i Jit* j Ja >«*• ( ^1p J 

JL3 LlS JL»» illj 


111 FathAl-Bari 8 :392. 

[2 > An-Nasal 3 :49, Ibn Majah 1 :292. 

131 Ahmad 5:424. 

Fath Al-Bari 11:157, Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 1:600, An-Nasal 
3:49, Ibn M&jah 1:293. 
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*Say: “O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrdltim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad 
and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the family of Ibrahim among all people, verily You are 
Most Praiseworthy, Most Glorious.'' And the Salam is as you 
know.*’* 1 * 

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasal, At-Tirmidhi 
and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan 


Saying Salah upon the Prophet sg before the 
Supplication 

ImAm Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi reported the 
following Hadith and graded it Sahih‘, An-Nasal, Ibn 
Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban recorded in their Sahihs that 
Fadalah bin TJbayd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The 
Messenger of Allah jg heard a man making supplication in his 
prayer when he had not praised Allah or said Salah upon the 
Prophet jg. The Messenger of Allah sg said: 

«|JU 

«77iis man is rushing.* Then he called him over and said, 
to him or to someone else, 


p ^p\ Jp i aIIp *\£}\j J>-j 'y- -oil IjlIU lil* 


^ *■ Uj Jbu £jJ 


*When any one of you supplicates, let him start by praising 
and glorifying Allah, may He be exalted, then let him send 
Salah upon the Prophet, and after that let him make 
supplication as he wishes .»” 131 


m Muslim 1:305. 

I 2 ' Abu Dawud 1:600, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:84, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 
6:436, At-Tabari 20:321. 

Ahmad 6:18, Abu Dawud 2:162, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:450, An- 
Nasal 3:44, Ibn Khuzaymah 1:351, Ibn Hibban 3:308. 
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Another Hadith 


At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ubayy bin Ka*b said: “When two 
thirds of the night had passed, the Messenger of Allah 
would get up and say, 


►u- t Saiyi ijkZ oiu- *2»i \/j>>\ \/£\ 

> * * > 

<u Uj ojUl «l>- lw o^«Jl 


«0 people, remember Allah, remember Allah, the first blast of 
the Trumpet has come and will be followed by the second blast, 
death has come with all its horrors, death has come with all its 
horrors y 


Ubayy said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I send a lot of 
Salah upon you, how much of my prayer should be Salah 
upon you?’ He said, 


0 


U» 


^Whatever you want.* I said, ‘A quarter?’ He said, 

«ili ^ **lii Ui 

«Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for 
you.* 

I said, ‘Half?’ He said, 

«JjU £ oij <1)^ icJLi \ j >* 

*1 Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for 
you.* 

I said, Two thirds?’ He said, 

•*iu i<LLz 

^Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for 
you.* 

I said, ‘Should I make my whole prayer for you?’ He said, 

jAajJ i *l U A 

*This would be sufficient to relieve your distress and earn you 
forgiveness of your sins.*” 
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Then he said: “This is a Hasan Hadi th 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah said that the 
Messenger of Allah jg came one day looking happy. They said, 
“O Messenger of Allah, we see that you look happy.” He said, 



• > dAjj : JUi vitUJt il> 

ji ^ Vj ‘ Vr+ & It vldi Jbj 


•Ji 


uThe angel came to me and told me, "O Muhammad, would it 
not please you if your Lord, may He be glorified, says: ‘No 
member of your Ummah sends Salah upon you but I send Salah 
upon him tenfold, and no member of your Ummah sends 
greetings of Saldm upon you but I send greetings of Salam 
upon him tenfold?'" I said, "Of course."» |21 

This was also recorded by An-Nasal.* 3 * 


Another Chain of Narration 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah Al-Ansari said: “One 
morning the Messenger of Allah jg was in a cheerful mood and 
looked happy. They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this morning 
you are in a cheerful mood and look happy.’ He said, 


<ill ylfiS 10 ja jXlc- ja : Jlii Jj-j ^a oT i jfi\ j>-i" 

a ijj jJLt- d jj lOU—. <i- l >xaj oLl> jlS -J 


“0/ course just now someone [an angel] came to me from my 
Lord and said, "Whoever among your Ummah sends Salah 
upon you, Allah will record for him ten good deeds and will 
erase for him ten evil deeds, and will raise his status by ten 
degrees, and will return his greeting with something similar to 


This is also a good chain, although they (Al-Bukhari and 


111 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:152. 
121 Ahmad 4:30. 

131 An-Nasfil 3:44. 

I 4 * Ahmad 4:29. 
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Another Hadith 

* 


Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasal recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The 
Messenger of Allah sg said: 


•i yts if; jilt ill (JLi «A>-i j jj*# 


^Mftoeuer sends one Salah upon me, Allah will send ten upon 
him.* 


At-Tirmidhi said: “This is a SahOi Hasan Hadith. On the same 
topic, narrations come from ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, ‘Amir 
bin Rabl'ah, ‘Ammar, Abu Talhah, Anas and Ubayy bin 
Rais.”' 1 ’ 


Another Hadith 

Imdm Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet jg 
said: 


a? 44* '■tJ* 

tj* ut bjS\ of yrjYj ljJ-'j V) ifjn; i 


«Send Salah upon me, for this is Zakah for you, and ask Allah 
to grant me Al-Wasilah, for it is a position in the highest part 
of Paradise which only one man will attain, and I hope that I 
will be the one.* 


This was recorded only by Ahmad.' 2 ’ 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Husayn bin ‘Ali said that the 
Messenger of Allah Og said: 


p p iZ* y. JeJl» 


*The miser is the one in whose presence I am mentioned, then 
he does not send Salah upon me.* 

Abu Said said: 


Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 2:184, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:608, An- 
Nasal 3:50. 

’ 2 ’ Ahmad 2:365. See also Muslim no. 384. 
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& & 

•‘...and he does not send Saldh upon me .n* 1 * 

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who then said: “This 
HadUh is Hasan Gharib, $ahih.’^ 


Another Hadith 

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger 
of Allah jjg said: 


A- V* (>•* J*rj J-»i p- 1 * >■&; Jrj *-a.i 

^i 3*** ^ # j ^ ~*' P l>La»3 


he be humiliated, the man in whose presence I am 
mentioned and he does not send Salah upon me; may he be 
humiliated, the man who sees the month of Ramadan come and 
go, and he is not forgiven; may he be humiliated, the man 
whose parents live to old age and they do not cause him to be 
granted admittance to Paradise 

Then he (At-Tirmidhi) said: “Hasan Gharib .”* 3 ' 


Occasions for saying Salah upon Him ^ 


It is reported that we should send blessings upon him on 
many occasions, such as following the call to prayer, as in the 
Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin 
Al-‘As, who said that he heard the Messenger of Allah ig say: 


Jii Js> ifi. Jb £ ty jU ‘Jjk Uii* ijiji ivy 


ISI* 


fSI Nl V iS jl ^ ^ Sill IjL p A'JS Ijj fsi 

3 as- l j1 1 aJLp cJU - J1*^ 0^* * y tf ojS^ 0^ jfj\j ijii jUp £ 


'‘When you hear the Mu'adhdhin, repeat what he says, then 
send Saldh upon me, for whoever sends Salah upon me, Allah 
will send Saldh upon him tenfold. Then ask Allah to grant me 
Al-Wastlah, which is a stahts in Paradise to which only one of 


Ahmad 1:201. 

121 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :531. 
131 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:530. 
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the servants of Allah ivill be entitled, and I hope that I will be 
the one. Whoever asks Allah for Al-Wasflah for me, it will be 
permitted for me to intercede for him." 11 ' 

This was recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and 
An-Nasal.* 2 * 


Other occasions when we should send Salah upon the 
Prophet sH include when entering or exiting the Masjid, 
because of the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from 
Fatimah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah jg who said: 
“When the Messenger of Allah M entered the Masjid, he would 
send Salah and Salam upon Muhammad, and say, 




oO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of 
Your mercy » 

When he exited, he would send Salah and Salam upon 
Muhammad, and say, 




•O Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of 
Your bounty .»”* 31 

We should also send Salah upon him during the Funeral 
prayer. The Sunnah is to recite Surat Al-Fatihah following the 
first Takbir, to send Salah upon the Prophet si during the 
second Takbir, to make supplication for the deceased during 
the third Takbir, and in the fourth Takbir to say, “O Allah, do 
not deprive us of his reward, and do not test us after him.” 

Ash-Shafil, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that 
Abu Umamah bin Sahl bin Hunayf was told by one of the 
Companions of the Prophet gg that the Sunnah in the funeral 
prayer is for the Imam to pronounce the Takbir, then to recite 
Surat Al-Fatihah silently after the first Takbir, then to send 
Salah upon the Prophet then to offer sincere supplication 
for the deceased, but not to recite any Qur’an in any of the 


111 Ahmad 2:168. 

* 2 * Muslim 1:288, Abu Dawud 1:359, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:83, An- 
Nasal 2 :25. 

* 3 * Ahmad 6:282. 
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Takbirs, then to conclude by saying Saldm silently. 1 ’ 1 An- 
Nasal also recorded this from Abu Umamah, who said, “This 
is from the Sunnah,” and he mentioned it.* 2 * According to the 
correct view, such a statement reported from a Companion 
carries the ruling of Marfu “* 3 * 

It is recommended to conclude supplications with Salah 
upon the Prophet At-Tirmidhi recorded that TJmar bin Al- 
Khattab said: “A supplication remains suspended between 
heaven and earth and does not ascend any further until you 
send Salah upon your Prophet."* 4 * 

This was also narrated by Mu'adh bin Al-Harith from Abu 
Qurrah from Said bin Al-Musayyib from Tlmar, as a saying of 
the Prophet s£. [S| It was also recorded by Razin bin Mu'awiyah 
in his book, where he also attributed it to the Prophet jg 
reporting that he said: 


ij^ 1 Cf*" tV ijSlI j jU-Ul ili-jJl* 

I'j+Vj jUaJl jjf ijli ^\‘J\ 


supplication remains suspended between heaven and earth 
and does not ascend any further until a person sends Salah on 
me. Do not treat me like a spare water container, send Salah 
upon me at the beginning of your supplication, at the end and 
in the middle .»* 6 * 


Sending Salah upon the Prophet sg is even more strongly 
encouraged in the Qunut supplication. Ahmad, the Sunan 
compilers, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim recorded 
that Al-Hasan bin ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
“The Messenger of Allah jg taught me some words to say 
during Al-Witr. 




* 1 * Musnad Ash-Shafi'i p. 210. 

121 An-Nasal 4:75. 

* 3 ' Here the meaning is that the statement; “this is the Sunnah” 
coming from a Companion means that it carries the ruling of having 
come from the Prophet jg himself. 

|4 ' Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:610. 

* s * Takhrij Al-Kashshaf by Ibn Hajar p. 137. 

* 6 * Jami‘ Al-Usul 4 : 155. 
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JJo N -clj i J ST tclpi U t olLpI Li_i 

^ C*i Uj I L ] 0*5* iLj V 0-0 Ip ‘y* *AJ 9 i O-JI « ' ,» 


«"0 Allah, guide me along with those whom You have guided, 
grant me health along with those to whom You have granted 
health, be an ally to me along with those to whom You are an 
ally, and bless me for that which You have bestowed. Protect 
me from the evil You have decreed, for verily You decree and 
none can decree over You. Verily, he whom You show 
allegiance to is never abased and he whom You take as an 
enemy is never honored and mighty, O our Lord, blessed and 
Exalted are You."*” 


In his Sunan, An-Nasal has the addition, 

4)1 


i"and may Allah bless Muhammad."* at the end of this Qunuf.* 1 * 

It is also recommended to say plenty of Salah upon him on 
Friday and on the eve of Friday.* 21 Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Aws bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said: “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 




v „-• \ p— 


'jjr w 


*One of the best of your days is Friday ; on this day Adam was 
created and died, on this day the Trumpet (Sur) will be blown 
and all will have swoon away. So on this day send plenty of 
Salah upon me, for your Salah will be presented to me .» 

They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will they be shown 
to you after your body has dispersed into the earth?' He 
said, 


snii js'fi of Si oil 

*Allah has forbidden the earth to consume the bodies of the 

111 Ahmad 1:199, Abu Dawud 2:133, Tuhfat Al-Ahtuadhi 2 :562, An- 
Nasal 3:248, Ibn Majah 1:372, Ibn Khuzaymah 2:151, Ibn 
Hibban 2 :148, Al-Hakim 3 :172. 

^ Thursday night. 
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Prophets.i* 11 

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasal and Ibn 
Majah, and it was graded Sahih by Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn 
Hibban, Ad-Daraqutni and An-Nawawi in Al-Adhk&r.W 


*-*'■** -^1* b-j&'G ^ (*t^ ?b~-u ^ oj|> 

4 #^ ^ ^ ^ yp& c & && k ^ & 


<57. Venly, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allah 
has cursed them in this world and in the Hereafter, and has 
prepared for them a humiliating torment.} 

i58. And those who annoy believing men and women 
undeservedly, they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.} 


Whoever annoys Allah and His Messenger is cursed in 

this World and the Hereafter 


Here, Allah warns and threatens those who annoy Him by 
going against His commands and doing that which He has 
forbidden, and who persist in doing so, ernd those who annoy 
His Messenger ^ by accusing him of having faults or 
shortcomings - Allah forbid. Ikrimah said that the Ayah: 



iVerily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,} 


was revealed concerning those who make pictures or 
images.* 31 

In The Two Sahlhs, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah said: 
“The Messenger of Allah jg| said: 


diil ^I frj yudl LL. y\ j.if. I 


lAllah says: "The son of Adam annoys Me by inveighing 
against time, but I am time, for I cause the alternation of night 
and 

The meaning of this Hadith is that in the Jahiliyyah they used 


111 Ahmad 4:8. 

121 Abu Dawud 1:635, An-Nasal 3:91, Ibn Majah 1:524, Ibn 
Khuzaymah 3:118, Ibn Hibban 2:132, An-Nawawi 97. 

131 At-Jabari 20:322. 

141 Fath Al-Bari 8:437, Muslim 4 :1762. 
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to say, “How bad time is, it has done such and such to us!” 
They used to attribute the deeds of Allah to time, and inveigh 
against it, but the One Who did that was Allah, may He be 
exalted. So, He forbade them from this. Al-‘Awfi reported that 
Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Ayah, 

iVerily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,} 

was revealed about those who slandered the Prophet jg over 
his marriage to Saliyyah bint Huyay bin AkhtabJ 1 ' 

The Ayah appears to be general in meaning and to apply to all 
those who annoy him in any way, because whoever annoys 
him annoys Allah, just as whoever obeys him obeys Allah. 

The Threat to Those Who fabricate Slander 



iAnd those who annoy believing men and women 
undeservedly,} 

means, they attribute to them things of which they are 
innocent, which they do not know and do not do. 

4 they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.} 

This is the most serious slander, to tell or transmit things 
about the believing men and women that they have not done, 
in order to bring shame upon them and accuse them of 
shortcomings. Among those to whom the description most 
applies are those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers, 
followed by the Rafidites who accuse the Companions of 
shortcomings and faults of which Allah has stated that they 
are innocent, and describe them as the opposite of what Allah 
has said about them. Allah, may He be exalted, has told us 
that He is pleased with the Migrants and Ansar, and has 
praised them, but these foolish and ignorant people inveigh 
against them and accuse them of shortcomings, and say 

hi At-Tabari 20:323. See the section on reports at the beginning of 
this book. 
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things about them that they did not do and could never have 
done. In reality, their hearts are misguided, for they condemn 
those who deserve praise and praise those who deserve 
condemnation. 

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that it was 
said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is backbiting (Ghibah)?" He 
said, 

Uj diii 

*It is when you mention something about your brother that he 
dislikes .» 


It was asked, “But what if what I say about my brother is 
true?” He said, 


-U* OjAi U 4-5 jJj 4 A^pI JL43 J^4J U 4-i <jl£ jj* 


“If it is true, then you have committed backbiting (Ghibah) 
about him, and if it is not true, then you have slandered 
him.*"' 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan 
Sahxh ."' 2 > 


Jil'i ce Or? 6 - OjhP' Ajjfi j* $£$ 

•ii Jj j 5 oi i& jLl i££ V4 Qt 


459. O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the 
women of the believers to draw their Jalabib over their bodies. 
That will be better that they should be known so as not to be 
annoyed. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.$ 

460. If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease, 
and those who spread false news among the people in Al- 
Madinah stop not, V\Ie shall certainly let you overpower them, 
then they will not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a 


111 Abu Dawud 5:192. 

Muslim no. 2589, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:63. 
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little while.$ 

462. Accursed, they shall be seized wherever found, and killed 
with a (terrible) slaughter.} 

462 . That was the way of Allah in the case of those who passed 
away of old, and you will not find any change in the way of 
Allah.} 

The Command of Hijab 

Here Allah tells His Messenger jgg to command the believing 
women - especially his wives and daughters, because of then- 
position of honor - to draw their Jilbdbs over their bodies, so 
that they will be distinct in their appearance from the women 
of the Jdhiliyyah and from slave women. The Jilbab is a Rida’, 
worn over the Khimar. This was the view of Ibn Mas'ud, 
‘Ubaydah, Qatadah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Said bin Jubayr, 
Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and others. It is like 
the Izar used today. Al-Jawhari said: “The Jilbab is the outer 
wrapper.” 

*Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allah 
commanded the believing women, when they went out of their 
houses for some need, to cover their faces from above their 
heads with the Jilbab, leaving only one eye showing.* 1 * 
Muhammad bin Sirin said, “I asked TJbaydah As-Salmani 
about the Ayah: 

4to draw their Jalabib over their bodies.} He covered his face and 
head, with just his left eye showing.”* 2 * 



4That will be better that they should be known so as not to be 
annoyed.} 

means, if they do that, it will be known that they are free, and 
that they are not servants or whores. 

Ii&f <!&>} 


*'* At-Tabari 20:324. 
* 2 ' At-Tabari 20:325. 
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4And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.$ 

means, with regard to what happened previously during the 
days of Jahiliyyah, when they did not have any knowledge 
about this. 


A Stern Warning to the Evil Hypocrites 

Then Allah issues a warning to the hypocrites, those who. 
make an outward display of faith while concealing their 
disbelief, 

4those in whose hearts is a disease,} ‘Ikrimah and others said that 
this refers to adulterers in this instance.* 1 ’ 



iand those who spread false news among the people in Al- 
Madinah} 


means, those who say that the enemy has come and war has 
started, which is a lie and a fabrication. Unless they give up 
these actions and return to the truth, 




4We shall certainly let you overpower them,} 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We will give 
you power over them.”* 2 ’ Qatadah said: “We will incite you 
against them.”* 3 ’ As-SuddI said: “We will inform you about 
them.” 


4 %* 2 } 

ithen they will not be able to stay in it} means, in Al-Madinah, 
4but a little while. Accursed...} 

‘this describes their state while they are in Al-Madinah for this 
short time before they are expelled and sent far away.’ 


111 At-Tabari 20:326. 
|2) AMabari 20:328. 
131 At-Tabari 20:328. 
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\yCC dll } 

shall be seized 
wherever found,} 

means, ‘they will be 
attacked, because 
they are so weak and 
so few,’ 

4x0 i 

iand killed with a 
(terrible) slaughter.} 
Then Allah says: 

<ji *j£- cM ^ ji' 

<53 

477uif was the w>«y o/ 
Allah in the case of those 
who passed away 
old,} 

meaning, this is how 
Allah dealt with the 
hypocrites when they 
persisted in hypocrisy 
and disbelief and did 
not give it up; He incited the believers against them and 
caused them to prevail over them. 

fo iLii (j>j} 


JrZ 




t TV 
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atGfli 0 
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Qp y I5L-*4U' *!/!-»<>>• 

■"'y'x'S CYlffi' ^ i* i "|^ fr •C'T 

'ib>; 

0 s*£v> 


4«nd yow rai// not find any change in the way of Allah.} 

means, the way in which Allah deals with this does not alter 
or change. 

j£l111 JJ atjjj C> jii joj Lflic LiJ Ji i*LJ' jfr J-Qf 

pi "■£> V tjj yuix -**1) 1M ol 
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<63. People ask you concerning the Hour, say: "The knowledge 
of it is with Allah only. What do you know? It may be that the 
Hour is near!"} 

464. Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers, and has prepared 
for them a flaming Fire.} 

465. Wherein they will abide forever, and they will find neither 
a a protector nor a helper.} 

466. On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the 
Fire, they will say: "Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and 
obeyed the Messenger."} 

467. And they will say: "Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our 
chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the way."} 

468. "Our Lord! Give them double torment and curse them 
with a mighty curse!"} 


No One knows when the Day of Resurrection will come 
except Allah 

Here Allah tells His Messenger jfjg that he cannot know when 
the Hour will come, and if people ask him about that, He 
instructs him to refer the matter to Allah, may He be exalted, 
as Allah says in Surat Al-A'raf, even though that was revealed 
in Makkah and this Surah was revealed in Al-Madlnah. Allah 
continues to tell him to refer this matter to the One Who 
knows about it, but He tells him that it is at hand, as He 
says: 

4Cyj Jj JiyX Cj} 

4Wluit do you know? It may be that the Hour is near!} 

This is like the Ayat 

4 ® 

4The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder.} [54:1] 


fi.l 




4Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they turn 
away in heedlessness >[21:1] 
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477ie Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so 
seek not to hasten it} [16:1). 


The Curse on the Disbelievers and its Eternity and their 
Regret 

Then Allah says: 

cA S' 6$ 

4 Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers,} means, He has 
distanced them from His mercy. 

}and has prepared for them a flaming Fire (Hell).} means, in the 
Hereafter. 

4Q 


^Wherein they will abide forever,} means, they will stay there 
forever and ever, never leaving or finding relief from it. 


iand they will find neither a a protector nor a helper.} 


means, they will have no saviour to help them or rescue them 
from their predicament. Then Allah says: 


£i& & Cft To*; sjJi J 




4 On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire, 
they will say: “Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and 
obeyed the Messenger."} 

means, they will be dragged into the Fire on their faces and 
their faces will be contorted in Hell, and in that state they will 
wish that they had been among those who had obeyed Allah 
and His Messenger jg in this world. Allah describes how they 
will be in the Hereafter: 


ff) £ oJjlf 4*3? df (*!!■&’ 

of&r i) jjy J=s=*3f jjiS jjf' 
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but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he was 
honorable before Allah.$ 


The Fabrications of the Jews against Musa 

Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book of Hadlths about the 
Prophets, that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
said: 

it vj -)di\ u: \)& ^ stsr ^ ibu co 

I_jJlj lL» > <1*1 jp • iil Up »jjf lip W 

llii AjUj 

__Ikj oLaA y* Jb>*U Ajyj IjLp l AjUS ^1 

u*^ .>? ^ <J[ ^ ^ S*** 

Jl>-U <, i j y)j£> LLj j-P- jjl>- U °J^S* 

y ^ LjlJ jl caLflju t oil 4jjj 

\yfij "i/ jf*)» I I^Uu *iji vijjjj — : JU — I .*■*>>- _jf Ujjt _jl 

if i* ^ ‘tfls lit iii '.So S& # 


"Milsfl, peace be upon him, was a shy and modest man who 
would never show anything of his skin because of his shyness. 
Some of the Children of Israel annoyed him by saying: “He 
only keeps himself covered because of some defect in his skin, 
either leprosy or scrotal hernia or some other defect." Allah, 
may He be glorified, wanted to clear Musa, peace be upon him, 
of what they were saying. One day Musa was alone, so he took 
off his garment and put it on a rock, then he took a bath. When 
he had finished, he turned back to pick up his garment, but the 
rock moved away, taking his garment with it. Musa picked up 
his stick and chased the rock, saying, "My garment, O rock! 
My garment, O rock!" Until he reached a group of the 
Children of Israel, who saw him naked and found that he was 
the best of those whom Allah had created. Thus he was cleared 
of what they had said about him. Then the rock stood still, so 
he took his garment and put it on. He started hitting the rock 
with his stick, and by Allah, the marks of that beating were left 
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on the rock, three or four or five. This is what is referred to in 
the Ayah: 40 you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed 
Musa, but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he 
was honorable before Allah. H 1 * 


This Hadith is one of those which were recorded by Al-Bukhari 
but not Muslim. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah (bin Mas*Od) said: 
“One day, the Messenger of Allah ag distributed some booty 
and a man among the Ansar said. This division was not done 
for the sake of Allah.’ I said, ‘O enemy of Allah! I am going to 
tell the Messenger of Allah ag what you have said.’ So, I told 
the Prophet (gg about it. His face reddened and he said, 


“May Allah have mercy on Musa. He was annoyed with worse 
than this, yet he remained patient.*” 

This was recorded in the Two Sahihs J 2 ’ 

4^ if i* m 


iand he was honorable before Allah.$ means, he had a position of 
status and honor before his Lord, may He be exalted and 
glorified. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “His supplications would be 
answered by Allah.”* 3 ’ Some of them said that part of his great 
standing before Allah was that he interceded for his brother 
Harun, asking Allah to send him with him as a Messenger, and 
Allah granted his request and said: 


it&. & & 1% * * 


4And We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, out 
of Our mercy.$ (19:53) 


p jZ, p £2 

it£& & * % 


470. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and speak 
(always) the truth.} 


’ 1 ’ Path Al-Bari 6:502. 

’ 2 ’ Ahmad 1:380, Al-Bukhari no. 3405, Muslim no. 1062. 
’ 3 ’ Al-Baghawi 3:545 



53 


Surah 33. Al-Ahzab (70 - 73) (Part-22) _ 

471. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will 
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great victory.} 


The Command to the Believers to have Taqwa and 
speak the Truth 


Here Allah commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him, 
worshipping Him as if they can see Him, and to 


4 ^ 


ispeak (always) the truth.} meaning, to speak in a 
straightforward manner, with no crookedness or distortion. He 
promises them that if they do that, He will reward them by 
making their deeds righteous, i.e., enabling them to do right¬ 
eous deeds, and He will forgive them their past sins. With 
regard to whatever sins they may commit in the future. He will 
inspire them to repent from them. Then He says: 

JU Aii Hlf gjaJ J*j} 


4And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed 
achieved a great victory.} 


meaning, he will be saved from the fire of Hell and will enjoy 
everlasting delights (in Paradise). 


Vi c ifjhj if ilbVl L 2>jC. if} 

cKpj cea£it £ ^5 


472. Truly, We did offer the Amdnah 111 to the heavens and the 
earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and were 
afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and 
ignorant.} 

473. So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, 
and the men and women who are idolators. And Allah will 
pardon the believers, men and women. And Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} 


Ml 


Amdnah means trust. Here we see that there are reports that give 
particular explanations for it in this context. 
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How Man bore the Amanah 

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Amanah means 
obedience. This was offered to them before it was offered to 
Adam, and they could not bear it. Then Allah said to Adam: 1 
have offered the Amanah to the heavens and the earth and the 
mountains, and they could not bear it. Will you take it on?’ He 
said, ‘O Lord, what does it involve?’ He said, ‘If you do good, 
you will be rewarded, and if you do evil, you will be punished.’ 
So Adam took the Amanah and bore it, and this is what is 
referred to in the Ayah: 

iBut man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “ Al-Amanah 
means Al-Fara’id (the obligatory duties). Allah offered them to 
the heavens and the earth and the mountains, (on the grounds 
that) if they fulfilled them, He would reward them; and if they 
failed, He would punish them. But they did not want to do that, 
and they were afraid of it, not because their intention was sinful, 
but because of their respect for the religion of Allah, in case they 
could not fulfill the obligations involved. Then Allah offered it to 
Adam, and he accepted it with all that it entailed. This is what is 
referred to in the Ayah: 

tfi, st >k &p <g& 

iBut man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.}' 

meaning, he underestimated the command of Allah.”* 2 * 

This was also the view of Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Ad- 
Dahhak, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others that Al-Amanah means 
Al-Far^id. 13 ^ Others said that it meant obedience. Al-A'mash 
narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from MasrOq that Ubayy bin Ka*b 
said: “Part of Al-Amanah means that woman was entrusted 
with her own chastity. ”* 4 ' Qatadah said: “ Al-Amanah means 
religion, obligatory duties and prescribed punishments.”* 5 ’ 

ll * At-Tabari 20:338. 

* 2 > At-Tabari 20:337. 

* 3 > At-Tabari 20:337. 

* 4 ' At-Tabari 20:338. 

* 5 * At-Tabari 20:339. 
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Malik narrated that Zayd bin Aslam said: “Al-Amanah means 
three things: prayer, fasting and performing Ghusl to cleanse 
oneself from sexual impurity.” 

There is no contradiction between all of these views; they are 
all in agreement and all refer to responsibility and the 
acceptance of commands and prohibitions with their attendant 
conditions, which is that the one who fulfills this 
responsibility, will be rewarded; while the one who neglects it, 
will be punished. Man accepted this despite the fact that he is 
weak, ignorant and unjust - except for those whom Allah 
helps, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek. 

One of the reports which deal with Al-Am&nah is the Hadith 
recorded by Imam Ahmad from Hudhayfah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, who said: “The Messenger of Allah jg told us 
two Hadiths, one of which I have seen and the other I am still 
waiting to see. He told us that Al-Amartah is deeply rooted in 
the heart of man, then the Qur’an was revealed and they 
know it from the Qur’an and from the Sunn ah. Then he told 
us that Al-Amartah will be taken away. He said, 


tijlf jfed iliSlI 


‘A man may sleep and Al-Amanah will be taken from his 
heart, leaving nothing but a trace like a blister left by a coal if 
you were to roll it over your leg - you will see it protruding 
but there is nothing inside. » 

Then he took a pebble and rolled it over his leg, then he said: 


> jlLj «1>- aAj j Iaj j ojJbj-I U JUj <. 


nThett the people will start buying and selling, and hardly 
anyone will be paying attention to Al-Amanah, until it will be 
said that among the tribe of so-and-so there is a trustworthy 
man, and it will said of a man, ‘how strong he is, how nice 
and how wise,' and there is not even a mustard seed of faith in 
his hearts 


No doubt, there came upon me a time when I did not mind 
dealing (bargaining) with anyone of you, for if he was a 
Muslim, his Islam would compel him to pay me what is due to 
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me, and if he was a Christian, or Jew, the Muslim official 
would compel him to pay me what is due to me, but today, I 
do not deal except with such and such person among you.”* 1 1 
It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs from the Hadith of Al- 
A'mash.' 2 ' 


Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah sg said: 


ijjUl Jai>. : UjjJl Jlili U fillip JjLi jS lij gjU 


! > s 

iie'j 


a There are four things, if you attain them, then whatever you 
miss in this world will not matter: preserving trust, speaking 
the truth, being of good character and moderation in eating V 3 * 


The Result of taking on the Amanah 



4So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, 
and the men and women who are idolaters.$ 

means, because the sons of Adam have undertaken to fulfill 
the Amanah, which means duties, Allah will punish the men 
and women among them who are hypocrites, who are those 
who make an outward display of faith because they fear the 
believers, but in their hearts they conceal disbelief and in fact 
are followers of the disbelievers. 



iand the men and women who are idolaters.$ 


these are the ones who both outwardly and inwardly associate 
others in worship with Allah and go against His Messengers. 



iAnd Allah will pardon the believers, men and women.} 

means, He will show mercy to the believers among mankind, 
who believe in Allah and in His angels, Books and Messengers, 


111 Ahmad 5:383. 

Path Al-Bari 11:341, Muslim 1:126. 
• 3| Ahmad 2:177. 





Surah 33. Al-Ahzab (72 - 73) (Part-22) _ 57 

and who obey Him. 

lyii ii( 

iAnd Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful , ^ 

This is end of the Tafslr of Surat Al-Ahzab. Allah’s is the praise 
and thanks. 
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The Tafsir of Surah Saba 9 
(Chapter - 34) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


i-S* ? —A 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


Jr 




i TA 


SDSISZlS 


£Z'cJ\tij0 


bf&^fsCr. ^ 


4 C /J L*jJ' 4U £J1> 
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>rir^ 


the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving .$ 


41. All praise is due to 
Allah, to Whom belongs 
all that is in the heavens 
and all that is on the 
earth. His is all praise 
in the Hereafter, and He 
is the All-Wise, the All- 
Aware.^ 

42. He knows that 
which goes into the earth 
and that which comes 
forth from it, and that 
which descends from the 
heaven and that which 
ascends to it. And He is 


All Praise and the Knowledge of the Unseen belong to 
Allah Alone 

Allah tells us that all praise belongs to Him alone in this world 
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meaning, He knows the number of raindrops that sink into 
the depths of the earth, and the seeds that have been sown, 
and the things that are hidden in it, and He knows what 
comes forth from that, how many they are, how they grow and 
what they look like. 

j>; o 

iand that which descends from the heaven} 

means, of raindrops and provision, and what ascends into it, 
i.e., righteous deeds and other things. 


4 And He is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving.} 


means, He is Most Merciful to His servants; He does not 
hasten to punish them, and He forgives the sins of those who 
repent to Him and put their trust in Him. 


juL 1* Ly* y ofu & ji ufc y faf} 

4 ^ >jlS\ % jfji t j yj a 
—‘ ins" 

<Jsj y>-j Lri liUJj 1 lij'l Jd LJjj'j 

-kr? it Jijl Crt -^t i*' pLjjl 


<3. 77iose who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not come to us.” 
Say: "Yes, by my Lord, the AU-Knower of the Unseen, it will 
come to you; not even the weight of a speck of dust or less than 
tint or greater escapes His knowledge in the heavens or in the 
earth but it is in a Clear Book."} 


44. That He may recompense those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds. Tlwse, theirs is forgiveness and generous 
provision.} 


45. But those who strive against Our Ay at to frustrate them - 
those, for them will be a severe painful torment.} 

46. And those who have been given knowledge see that what is 
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides 
to the path of the Exalted in might. Owner of all praise.} 
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from Him.^ 11 In other words, everything is encompassed by 
His knowledge, and nothing is hidden from Him. Even though 
bones may be scattered and disintegrate, He knows where they 
have gone and where they have dispersed, then He will bring 
them back just as He created them in the first place, because 
He has knowledge of all things. 

Then Allah tells us of His wisdom in re-creating bodies and 
bringing about the Hour, as He says: 

%-£ (i dx&j cpp ijLiJ \p: 'P 

-a 


iThat He may recoinpense those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds. Those, theirs is forgiveness and generous provision. 

But those who strive against Our Aydt to frustrate them ^ 

meaning, those who try to turn others away from the path of 
Allah and who disbelieve His Messengers, 


ithose, for than will be a severe painful torment.} 


This means, He will bestow His favor upon the blessed, who 
are the believers, and will punish the doomed, who are the 
disbelievers. This is like the Ayah : 




iNot equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the 
Paradise. It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful.} 


(59:20) 


A d Jt*' i:-H: .i" ^ A} 

ifjt&A? 


iShall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds 
like those who cause mischief on the earth? Or shall We treat 
those who have Taqwd as the evildoers?} (38:28) 


4p\ 






4And those who have been given knowledge see that what is 
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth,} 


At-Tabari 20:350 
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This is another kind 
of wisdom, following 
on from the one 
before, which is that 
when those who 
believed in what was 
revealed to the 
Messengers see the 
onset of the Hour and 
how the righteous 
and the wicked will be 
rewarded and 
punished respectively, 
which they knew of 
beforehand in this 
world from the Books 
of Allah and which 
they are now seeing 
with their own eyes, 
they will say: 

4Indeed, the Messengers 
of our Lord did come 
with the truth$ (7:43). 
And it will be said: 


jb jit .ii: ijjU c>xj 

<? .^V ^ f ^^ S ' X 




^ * > r .Af •*?*-' r ' 

S'Xl'jt / / ^ '— v / /, 2 »7>T '\ y t'l'' 

✓ ,/ -,/> ''"/>'> ' *r c ^ ,* >>✓ 




gC j^J 1 l. uf,d2 0 LJb ^ 






477h‘s is what the Most Gracious had promised, and the 
Messengers spoke truth!} (36:52| 


4^ £ &$ 4 ^ t zti 3 > 


ilndeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah, until 
the Day of Resurrection; so this is the Day of Resurrection} 
(30:56), 


yf^ 4ire cil <S*J' y ~^h-> ot <3ji i*W' !£$ ^ 


4And those ivho have been given knowledge see that what is 
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revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides 
to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise.$ 


The Exalted in might is the One Who is All-Powerful, Whom 
none can overwhelm or resist, but He subjugates and controls 
all things. The Owner of All praise is the One Who, in all His 
words, deeds, laws and decrees, is deserving of praise, may He 
be glorified and exalted. 


# J Pi & $ 4 'P4. £ S& 4 # & 

* < s* 9. *> < * •* ' / V if // . 



Sf r* (r4^*- hj dto U 4) li/ ^ 


47. T/iose who disbelieve say : "Shall we direct you to a man 
who will tell you (that) when you have become fully 
disintegrated into dust with fidl dispersion, then you will be 
created (again) aneiv?"} 

i8. Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness 
in him? Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are 
(themselves) in a torment, and in far error.} 

49. See they not what is before them and what is behind them, 
of the heaven arid the earth? If We will. We shall sink the earth 
with them, or cause a piece of the heaven to fall upon them. 
Verily, in this is a sign for every servant who turns (to Allah) 
in repentance.} 


The Disbelievers* Denial of Life after Death, and the 
Refutation of Their View 


Here Allah tells us how the disbelievers and heretics denied 
that the Hour will come, and mocked the Messenger jg for 
speaking of it. 




4 Those who disbelieve say: "Shall we direct you to a man who 
will tell you (that) when you have become fully disintegrated 
into dust with fidl dispersion...?"} 

means, when your bodies have disintegrated into the earth 
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and dispersed without a trace, 

Aplt 

ilhen you > means, after this has happened. 




iwill be created (again) anew} 

means, you will be restored to life and will receive provision 
anew. *By telling us this, he is doing one of two things: either 
he is deliberately fabricating something and saying that Allah 
has revealed it to him, or he is not doing it deliberately, but he 
is deluded as crazy and insane people are.’ They said: 

4 *^ Zi\ 


iHas he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness in 
him?} 


Allah said, refuting their words: 


j&\j v uif j && v uM 


iNay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are (themselves) 
in a torment, and in far error.} 

meaning, the matter is not as they claim or as they think; on 
the contrary, Muhammad ^ is the one who is telling the 
truth, and is righteous and wise; he is the one who has 
brought the truth, and they are the foolish and ignorant liars. 

j} 


iare themselves) in a tonnent,} means, their disbelief, which will 
lead them to the torment of Allah. 

jiLrtJ } 


iand in far error.} far from the truth in this world. 

Then Allah warns them of His power in the creation of 
heavens and earth, as He says: 


iafM :as\ 




iSee they not what is before them and what is behind them , of 
the heaven and the earth?} 

meaning, wherever they go, in whatever direction, the heavens 
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are above them and the earth is beneath them. This is like the 
Ayah: 




4WM Hands did We construct the heaven. Verity, We are 
Able to extend the vastness of space thereof. And We have 
spread out the earth ; how Excellent Spreader (thereof) are Wel^ 
(51:47-48) 


CUt li-C ft? 6 -*4—* j* u^V' f-£ 




ilfWe will, We shall sink the earth with them, or cause a piece 
of the heaven to fall upon them. ^ 

means, ‘if We wished, We could do that to them because- of 
their wrongdoing and Our power over them, but We delay it 
because We are Patient and Forgiving.’ 

Then Allah says: 

-h* 4 ^1^ 


iVerily, in this is a sign for every Munib servant > 


Ma'mar narrating from Qatadah, said that Al-Munib means 
every one who repents.* 1 ' Sufyan narrated from Qatadah, that 
Al-Munib is the one who turns to Allah.* 21 This means that in 
looking at the creation of the heavens and the earth, there is a 
sign for every servant who is intelligent and wise and who 
turns towards Allah. There is a sign of the Allah’s ability to 
recreate bodies and bring about the Resurrection, because the 
One Who was able to create these heavens - with their vast 
reaches of space, and this earth, as deep and vast as it is - is 
able to recreate bodies and revive decayed bones. This is like 
the Ayat 




41s not He Who created the heavens and the earth. Able to 
create the like of than? Yes, indeed!$ (36:81) 


^1 jrJ==^ jCjj uAZtii ,jli. 


,1 ^ 


*'* ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3 :126. 
,2) At-Tabari 20:356 



68 


___ Tafsir Ibn Kafhir 

iThe creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not.4 
(40:57) 


1 'S& $ <J d\j [) fLl* jC lyj iL jjij C2\» 

Li 0^ » c-\y <_j jjjj 


410. And indeed We bestowed grace on Ddwud from Us 
(saying): “O you mountains! Glorify with him! And you birds 
(also)! And We made the iron soft for him.”4 

ill. Saying: "Make you perfect coats of mail, and balance well 
the rings of chain armor [Sard], and work you (men) 
righteousness. Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do."4 


The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Dawud 

Here Allah tells us how He blessed His servant and Messenger 
Dawud (David), peace be upon him, and what He gave him of 
His great bounty, giving him both prophethood and kingship, 
and huge numbers of troops. And He blessed him with a 
mighty voice. Such that when he glorified Allah, the firm, 
solid, high mountains joined him in glorifying Allah, and the 
free-roaming birds, who go out in the morning and come back 
in the evening, stopped for him, and he was able to speak all 
languages. 

In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah *jg 
heard the voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be pleased 
with him, reciting at night, and he stopped and listened to his 
recitation, then he said: 

ttSjlS JT lJit, jdh 

“77ns man has been given one of the sweet melodious voices of 
the Prophet Ddwud 

Abu ‘Uthman An-Nahdi said, “I never heard any cymbal, 
stringed instrument or chord that was more beautiful than the 
voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, may Allah be pleased with 
him.” 121 


I 1 * Muslim 1:546. 

^ Fada’il Al-Qur’&n by Abu TJbayd p. 79. 


Surah 34. Saba (W - 11) (Part-22) 


69 


^Glorify} means, glorify Allah. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Mujahid and others.* 1 * The root of this word [Ta’wib] means to 
repeat or respond, so the mountains and birds were 
commanded to repeat after him. 

4And VJe made the iron soft for him.4 Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 
Qatadah, Al-A‘mash and others said, “He did not need to heat 
it in the fire or beat it with a hammer; he could simply twist it 
in his hands, like a thread. ”* 21 Allah said: 


iSaying: "Make you perfect coats of mail..."}, which means chain 
mail. Qatadah said, “He was the first person ever to make chain 
mail; before that, they used to wear plated armor.” 131 

j jjij} 

4and balance well the rings of chain armor [Sard],} 

This is how Allah taught His Prophet Dawud, peace be upon 
him, to make coats of mail. Mujahid said concerning the 
Ayah: 

/ **» /■ / • * \ 

4^' j 

}and balance well the rings of chain armor [Sard],} 

“Do not make the rivets too loose that the rings (of chain mail) 
will shake, or make them too tight that they will not be able to 
move at all, but make it just right. ” l ‘’ 1 ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Sard refers to a ring of iron.” 
Some of them said, “Chain mail is called Masrud if it is held 
together with rivets.” 

4and work you (men) righteousness.} means, with regard to what 

111 At-Tabari 20:357. 

121 At-Tabari 20:359. 

131 At-Tabari 20:359. 

141 At-Tabari 20:361. 
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Allah has given you of blessings. 

Oj£ju £j 


4 Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do.} means, watching you and 
seeing all that you do and say; nothing of that is hidden at all. 


Ut <>■" Cf of) J-4 5 ' 0^ /) djji ^ 

llij £ ^ o* jy; <>*> 

i Uj # jc tjia <_,£? ^ j^; ^2 oj 


412. Awl to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind, its morning 
was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a month's 
(journey). And We caused a fount of Qitr to flow for him, and 
there were jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of his 
Lord. And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command, 
We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire.} 

413. They worked for him as he desired on Malmrib, Tamathil, 
large basins like jawab and Qudur Rasiyat. “Work you, O 
family of Ddwud, with thanks!" But few of My servants are 
grateful.} 


The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Sulayman 

Having mentioned the blessings with which He favored Dawud, 
Allah follows this by mentioning what He gave to Dawud’s son 
Sulayman (Solomon), may peace be upon them both. He 
subjugated the wind to him, so that it would carry his carpet 
one way for a month, then back again the next month. Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri said, “He set out from Damascus in the 
morning, landed in Istakhar where he ate a meal, then flew on 
from Istakhar and spent the night in Rahil.” 111 Between 
Damascus and Istakhar is an entire month’s travel for a swift 
rider, and between Istakhar and Kabul is an entire month’s 
travel for a swift rider. 

Jf. j) CiDj} 

4And We caused a fount Qitr to flow for him,} 

m 


At-Tabari 20:362. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be plased with him, Mujahid, Ikrimah, 
‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Malik from Zayd bin 
Aslam, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others said, 
“Qitr means copper.” 111 Qatadah said, “It was in Yemen.” |2) 
Allah brought forth all the things that people make for 
Sulayman, peace be upon him. 

iartd there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave 
of his Lord . ^ 

means, *We subjugated the Jinn to work in front of him,’ by 
the permission of his Lord, i.e., by Allah’s decree and 
subjugation, they built whatever constructions he wanted, and 
did other work as well. 

iAnd whosoever of them turned aside from Our command 
means, whoever among them tried to rebel and disobey, 

iWe shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing 
Fire.} 

which means, burning. 

tit 


}They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamdthtt,} 

Maharib refers to beautiful structures, the best and innermost 
part of a dwelling. Ibn Zayd said, “This means dwellings.” 13 ' 
With regard to “TamdthU,” ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi, Ad-Dahhak and As- 
Suddi said that Tamathtl means pictures.' 4| 




ilarge basins like Jawdb and Qudiir Rasiyat.} 

Jawab, the plural form of Jabiyah, refers to cisterns or tanks 


At-Tabari 20:363, 364. 
121 At-Tabari 20:363. 

131 At-Tabari 20:365. 

141 At-Tabari 20:366. 
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in which water is held, and Qudur Rasiyat are cauldrons that 
stay in one place and are not moved around because of their 
great size. This was the view of Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and 
others. 11 * 

::/> x 9iii> 


iWork you, O family of Ddwud, with thanks /> 


means, We said to them: Work with thanks for the blessings 
that We have bestowed upon you in this world and the 
Hereafter.’ This indicates that thanks may be expressed by 
actions as much as by words and intentions. 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Hubuli said, “Prayer is thanks, 
fasting is thanks, every good deed that you do for the sake of 
Allah is thanks, and the best of thanks is praise.” This was 
recorded by Ibn Jarir.* 2 * In the Two Sahihs, it is reported that 
the Messenger of Allah jgj said: 


nili tJIUl > Lhj o_jb <3)1 j| D 

-f <3)1 Jj 

>*! % Vj 


’‘The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dazvud. 
He used to sleep for half the night, stand in prayer for a third 
of it and sleep for a sixth of it. The most beloved of fasting to 
Allah is the fasting of Ddwud. He used to fast for a day then 
not fast for a day, and he never fled the battlefield .»* 3 * 

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Fudayl said concerning the Ayah: 

i<p. & x 


iWork you, O family of Ddwud, with thanks 

Dawud said, “O Lord! How can I thank you when thanks itself 
is a blessing from You?” He said: “Now you have truly given 
thanks to Me, for you have realized that it is a blessing from 
Me.”* 4 * 


*'' At-Tabari 20:367. 

* 2 ' At-Tabari 20:369. 

* 3 * Fath Al-Bari 6:525, Muslim 2:816. 
* 4 * Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:680. 
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iBut few of My servants are grateful This is a reflection of 
reality. 


111* j*oL ..** 
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^24. 77ten wizen We decreed death for him, nothing informed 
them (Jinn) of his death except a little worm of the earth which 
kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So when he fell down, 
the Jinn sazo clearly that if they had known the Unseen, they 
would not have stayed in the humiliating torment.} 


The Death of Sulayman 


Allah tells us how Sulayman, peace be upon him, died and 
how Allah concealed his death from the Jinn who were 
subjugated to him to do hard labor. He remained leaning on 
his stick, which was his staff, as Ibn ‘Abbas may Allah be 
pleased with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others 
said. 11 ’ He stayed like that for a long time, nearly a year. 
When a creature of the earth, which was a kind of worm, ate 
through the stick, it became weak and fell to the ground. Then 
it became apparent that he had died a long time before. It also 
became clear to Jinn and men alike that the Jinn do not know 
the Unseen as they (the Jinn) used to imagine and tried to 
deceive people. This is what Allah says: 


tjit i J Uf > s i£ 4\ & p C} 
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inothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a little wortti 
of the earth which kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So 
when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known 
the Unseen, they would not have stayed in the humiliating 
torment.$ 

meaning, it became clear to the people that they (the Jinn) 
were lying. 


li] 


At-Tabari 20 :370. 
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His provision and give thanks to Him by worshipping Him 
alone, and they followed that for as long as Allah willed, then 
they turned away from that which they had been commanded 
to do. So they were punished with a flood which scattered 
them throughout the lands around Saba’ in all directions, as 
we will see in detail below, if Allah wills. In Him we put our 
trust. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Farwah bin Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “A man said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah! Tell me about Saba’ - what was it, a land or a woman?’ 
He said: 

f'&'j <L. iJijil JA VjLt. J jfj ‘5^’ Y J 
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o/f iyas neither a land nor a woman. It was a man who had ten 
children, six of whom went Yemen and four of whom went 
Ash-Sham. Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, ]udhdm, 
'Amilah and Ghassan. Those who went south were Kindah, Al- 
Ash'ariyyun, Al-Azd, Madhhij, Himyar and Anmar.v 
A man asked, Who are Anmar?’ He jg said: 

l 4 i rui-f 1 ' 1 


tThose among whom are Khath'am and Bajilahy 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in his JamV jSunan] in more 
detail than this; then he said, “This is a Hbsart Ghanb 
Hadlth.’M 

The genealogists - including Muhammad bin Ishaq - said, 
“The name of Saba’ was ‘Abd Shams bin Yashjub bin YaYub 
bin Q ah tan; he was called Saba 9 because he was the first Arab 
tribe to disperse. He was also known as Ar-Ra*ish, because he 
was the first one to take, booty in war and give it to his people, 
so he was called Ar-Ra’ish; because the Arabs call wealth Rish 
or Riyash. 

They differ over Q ah tan, about whom there were three views. 
(The first) he descended from the line of Iram bin Sfim bin 


111 At-Tabari 20:375. 

Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:88. 
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Nuh, then there were three different views over how he 
descended from him. (The second) was that he was descended 
from ‘Abir, another name for Had, peace be upon him, then 
there were also three different views over exactly how he 
descended from him. (The third) was that he was descended 
from Ismail bin Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, then 
there were also three different views over exactly how he 
descended from him. This was discussed in full detail by 
Imam Al-Hafiz Abu TImar bin ‘Abdul-Barr An-Namari, may 
Allah have mercy on him, in his book Al-Mnsamma Al-Inbah 
Ala Dhikr Usui Al-Qaba’il Ar-Ruwat. 

The meaning of the Prophet’s words, 

jL5 B 

“He was a man among the Arabsj [1] 

means that he was one of the original Arabs, who were before 
Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and were descendants of Sam 
bin Nuh (Shem, the son of Noah). According to the third view 
mentioned above, he descended from Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, but this was not a well-known view among them. And 
Allah knows best. But in Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is reported that 
the Messenger of Allah passed by a group of people from 
(the tribe of) Aslam who were practicing archery, and he said, 

015 j-pUil jk 

*Shoot, O sons oflsma'il, for your father was an archer.^ 

Aslam was a tribe of the Ansar, and the Ansar - both Aws and 
Khazraj - were from Ghassan, from the Arabs of Yemen from 
Saba’, who settled in Yathrib when Saba’ was scattered 
throughout the land when Allah sent against them the flood 
released from the dam. A group of them also settled in Syria, 
and they were called Ghassan for the name of the water 
beside which they camped - it was said that it was in the 
Yemen, or that it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin 
Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, said in one of his 
poems. The meaning of his words: “If you ask, then we are the 
community of the noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd 


I 1 * At-Tabari no. 28782. 
121 Fath Al-Bari 6:261. 



and our water is Ghassan.” 

j*. % Q>* 

«He had ten sons among the Arabs. n 11 ' 

means that these ten were of his lineage, and that the origins 
of the Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to him, not that they 
were his sons bom of his loins. There may have been two or 
three generations between him and some of them, or more or 
less, as is explained in detail in the books of genealogy. 

The meaning of the words, 

« >• - „, 2 * • >* ' x'''* 

«Six of whom went south and four of whom went north. 

is that after Allah sent against them the flood released from 
the dam, some of them stayed in their homeland, whilst others 
left to go elsewhere. 

The Dam of Ma’arib and the Flood 

The story of the dam is about the water which used to come 
to them from between two mountains, combined with the 
floods from rainfall and their valleys. Their ancient kings built 
a huge, strong dam and the water reached a high level 
between these two mountains. Then they planted trees and got 
the best fruits that could ever be harvested, plentiful and 
beautiful. A number of the Salaf, including Qatadah, 
mentioned that a woman could walk beneath the trees, 
carrying a basket or vessel - such as is used for gathering 
fruit - on her head. And that the fruit would fall from the 
trees and fill the basket without any need for her to make the 
effort to pick the fruit, because it was so plentiful and ripe . 131 

This was the dam of Ma’arib, a land between which and 
San 4 a’ was a journey of three days. Others said that in their 
land there were no flies, mosquitoes or fleas, or any kind of 
vermin. This was because the weather was good and the 
people were healthy, and Allah took care of them so that they 
would single out and worship Him alone, as He says: 

111 At-Tabari no. 28782. 

121 At-Tabari no. 28782. 

131 At-Tabari 20:376. 


78 


Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
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iIndeed there was for Saba' (Sheba) a sign in their dwelling 
place} 

Then He explains this by saying: 

ifei if ii&*r} 


itwo gardens on the right and on the left;} 

meaning, the two sides where the mountains were, and their 
land was in between them. 


tj; 3 !#c # 4$ » 


i(ond it was said to them:) "Eat of the provision of your Lord, 
and be grateful to Him.” A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving 
Lord!} c 


means, ‘He would forgive you if you continue to worship Him 
alone.’ 



iBut they turned away,} means, from worshipping Allah alone 
and from giving thanks to Him for the blessings that He had 
bestowed upon them, and they started to worship the sun 
instead of Allah, as the hoopoe told Sulayman, peace be upon 
him: 



i”I have come to you from Saba' (Sheba) with true news. I 
found a woman ruling over them, she has been given all things, 
and she has a great throne. I found her and her people 
worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and Shay tan has made 
their deeds fair seeming to them, and has barred them from the 
way, so they have no guidance."} (27:22-24) 


i£\ & <£.%} 

iso We sent against them flood released from the dam,} 

Some, including Ibn ‘Abbas, Wahb bin Munabbih, Qatadah 
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and Ad-Dahhak said that when Allah wanted to punish them 
by sending the flood upon them, he sent beasts from the earth 
to the dam, large rats, which made a hole in it.' 1 ' Wahb bin 
Munabbih said, “They found it written in their Scriptures that 
the dam would be destroyed because of these large rats. So 
they brought cats for a while, but when the decree came to 
pass, the rats overran the cats and went into the dam, making 
a hole in it, and it collapsed.” 12 ' Qatadah and others said, 
“The large rat is the desert rat. They gnawed at the bottom of 
the dam until it became weak, then the time of the floods 
came and the waters hit the structure and it collapsed. The 
waters rushed through the bottom of the valley and destroyed 
everything in their path - buildings, trees, etc.”' 3 ' 

As the water drained from the trees that were on the 
mountains, to the right and the left, those trees dried up and 
were destroyed. Those beautiful, fruit-bearing trees were 
replaced with something altogether different, as Allah says: 

iand We converted their two gardens into gardens producing 

bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt),} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said, “It refers to Arak (Zingiber officinale) and 
bitter bad fruit.” 14 ' 



iand Athl,} ‘Al-‘Awfi and Ibn ‘Abbas said that this means 
tamarisk. Others said that it means a tree that resembles a 
tamarisk, and it was said that it was the gum acacia or 
mimosa. And Allah knows best. 

iand some few lote trees.} Because the lote trees were the best of 
the trees with which the garden was replaced, there were only a 
few of them. 

111 At-Tabari 20:378, 380. 

121 At-Tabari 20:381. 

131 At-Tabari 20:381. 

141 At-Tabari 20: 382, 383. 
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iand some few lote trees.$ This is what happened to those two 
gardens after they had been so fruitful and productive, offering 
beautiful scenes, deep shade and flowing rivers: they were 
replaced with thorny trees, tamarisks and lote trees with huge 
thorns and little fruit. This was’because of their disbelief and 
their sin of associating others with Allah, and because they 
denied the truth and turned towards falsehood. Allah said: 




iLike this We requited them because they were ungrateful 
disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way except 
those who are ungrateful.} 


meaning, *We punished them for their disbelief.’ Mujahid said, 
“He does not punish anyone except the disbelievers.”* 1 * 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “Allah the Almighty has spoken the 
truth: no one will be punished in a manner that befits the sin 
except the ungrateful disbelievers.” 


Ui && ao 


418. And We placed, between them and tlte towns which We 
had blessed, towns easy to be seen, and We made the stages (of 
journey) between them easy (saying): "Travel in them safely 
both by night and day."} 

419. But they said: "Our Lord! Make the stages between our 
journey longer," and they wronged themselves; so We made 
than as tales (in the land), and We dispersed them all totally. 
Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful 
(person).} 


The Trade of Saba* and Their Destruction 

Allah tells us about the blessings which the people of Saba’ 
enjoyed, and the luxuries and plentiful provision which was 


111 Al-Baghawi 3:555. 
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theirs in their land, with its secure dwellings and towns which 
were joined to one another, with many trees, crops and fruits. 
When they traveled, they had no need to cany provisions or 
water with them; wherever they stopped, they would find water 
and fruits, so they could take their noontime rest in one town, 
and stay overnight in another, according to their needs on 
their journey. Allah says: 

iAnd We placed, between them and the towns which We had 

blessed, > 

Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Said bin Jubayr and Malik, who narrated 
it from Zayd bin Aslam, and Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, 
Ibn Zayd and others - all said that this means the towns of 
Syria. It means they used to travel from Yemen to Syria via 
towns easy to be seen and connected to one another. 111 Al- 
‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The towns which We had 
blessed by putting Jerusalem among them.^ 2 * 



4towns easy to be seen,} meaning, clear and visible, known to 
travelers, so they could take their noontime rest in one town 
and stay overnight in another. Allah says: 

4and We made the stages (of journey) between them easy} 

meaning, *We made it in a way that met the needs of the 
travelers. 1 

iTravel in them safely both by night and day.} 
means, those who travel in them will be safe both by night 
and by day. 

S ifiS 25 

iBut they said: “Our Lord! Make the stages between our 
journey longer," and they wronged themselves;} 


111 At-Tabari 20:386, 387. 
121 At-Tabari 20:386. 





--- Tafsir Ikn Kathir 

They failed to appreciate this blessing, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
Al-Hasan and others said: “They wanted to travel long 
distances through empty wilderness where they would need to 
cany provisions with them and would have to travel through 
intense heat in a state of fear.” 






a 


iso We made them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed 
them all totally.} 

means, *We made them something for people to talk about 
when they converse in the evening, how Allah plotted against 
them and dispersed them after they had been together living a 
life of luxury, and they were scattered here and there 
throughout the land.’ So, the Arabs say of a people when they 
are dispersed, “They have been scattered like Saba’,” in all 
directions. 




iVerily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful.} 

In the punishment which these people suffered, the way in 
which their blessings and good health were turned into 
vengeance for their disbelief and sins, is a lesson and an 
indication for every person who is steadfast in the face of 
adversity and grateful for blessings. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 
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•I am amazed at what Allah has decreed for the believer; if 
something good befalls him, He praises his Lord and gives 
thanks, and if something bad befalls him, he praises his Lord 
and has patience. The believer will be rewarded for everything, 
even the morsel of food which he lifts to his wife's mouth, n”* 1 ' 

This was also recorded by An-NasS*! in Al-Yawm wal- 


*** Ahmad 1:173. 
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Laylah.^ There is a corroborating report in the Two Sahihs, 
where a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, says: 
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“How amazing is the affair of the believer! Allah does not decree 
anything for him but it is good for him. If something good 
happens to him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; if 
something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and 
that is good for him. This is not for anyone except the 
believer .»”* 2 * 


It was reported that Qatadah said: 


4/P pz p o4V 4 


iVerily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, gratefil.} 


It was Mutarrif who used to say: “How blessed is the grateful, 
patient servant. If he is given something, he gives thanks, and 
if he is tested, he bears it with patience.”* 3 * 
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420. And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them, 
and they followed him, all except a group of true believers.} 

421. And lie had no authority over them, - except that We 
might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is 
in doubt about it. And your Lord is Watchful over everything.} 


How Iblis' thought about the Disbeliever proved True 

Having mentioned Saba’ and how they followed their desires, 
and the Shay tan, Allah tells us about their counterparts 


* 1 * An-Nasal in Al-Kubrfi 6:263. 
121 Fath Al-Bari 10:107. 

* 3 * Muslim 4:1992. 
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4And your Lord is a 
Watchfirl over 

everything > 
means, despite His 
watching, those who 
follow Iblis go astray, 
but by His watching 
and care, the 
believers who follow 
the Messengers are 
saved. 
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422 . Say: “Call upon tlwse whom you assert besides Allah, 
they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in the 
heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor 
there is for Him any supporter from among them. "4 

423. Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He 
permits. So much so that when fear is banished from their 
hearts, they say: “What is it that your Lord has said?" They 
say the truth. And He is the Most High, the Most Great .4 


The Helplessness of the gods of the Idolaters 

Here Allah states clearly that He is the One and Only God, the 
Self-Sufficient Master, Who has no peer or partner; He is 
independent in His command and there is no one who can 




share or dispute with Him in that, or overturn His command. 
So, He says: 

iSay: "Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah...") 


meaning, the gods who are worshipped besides Allah. 
ijh a ^4 & SSk 


ithey possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in 
the heavens or on the earth,) 

This is like the Ayah: 

ot ot ^ 


iAnd those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, 
own not even a Q»bmr ,1| ) (35:13). 


ifir: ot p> 

inor have they any share in either,) means, they do not possess 
anything, either independently or as partners. 

<i; (*ri % 

inor there is for Him any supporter from among them.) 

means, nor does Allah have among these rivals any whose 
support He seeks in any matter; on the contrary, all of 
creation is in need of Him and is enslaved by Him. 

Then Allah says: 

*5 £4 & v) z* && g H) 


intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He 
permits.) 

meaning, because of His might, majesty and pride, no one 
would dare to intercede with Him in any matter, except after 
being granted His permission to intercede. As Allah says: 

1‘X-Z cfjjl 'i ty) 

iWho is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission?) (2:255), 
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4Awf f/i^re are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession 
will avail nothing except after Allah has given leave for whom 
He wills and is pleased with.} (53:26) 


Ot 'w-’J * * * ** 
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iatid they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is 
pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Him} (21:28). 


It was reported in the Two Sahihs through more than one 
chain of narration that the Messenger of Allah jg, who is the 
leader of the sons of Adam and the greatest intercessor before 
Allah, will go to stand in Al-Maqam Al-Mahmud (the praised 
position) to intercede for all of mankind when their Lord comes 
to pass judgement upon them. He jgj said: 


^ 1 aIiaJ Jij ililj : Jl£ jU ij'Jl 


«77ien J will prostrate to Allah, may He be exalted, and He will 
leave me (in that position), as long as Allah wills, and He will 
inspire me to speak words of praise which I cannot mention 
now. Then it will be said, “O Muhammad, raise your head. 
Speak, you will be heard; ask, you will be given; intercede, 
your intercession will be accepted 
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iSo much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they 
say: "What is it that your Lord has said?" They say the 
truth.} 


This also refers to the great degree of His might and power. 
When He speaks words of revelation, the inhabitants of the 
heavens hear what He says, and they tremble with fear (of Allah) 
so much that they swoon. This was the view of Ibn Mas*Qd, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Masruq and others. 12 ' 


111 FathAl-B&ri 8:248, Muslim 1:185. 
121 At-Tabari 20:396. 
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iSo much so that when fear is banished from their hearts,} 

means, when the fear leaves their hearts. Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn 
‘Umar, Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Ash-Sha'bi, Ibrahim 
An-Nakha‘i, Ad-Dhahhak, Al-Hasan and Qatadah said 
concerning the Ayah , 

bC ipii J* £ 4 &.} 

iSo much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they 
say: "What is it that your Lord has said?" They say the 
truth.} 

“When the fear is lifted from their hearts.” When this happens, 
some of them say to others, “What did your Lord say?” Those 
(angels) who are carrying the Throne tell those who are next to 
them, then they in turn pass it on to those who are next to 
them, and so on, until the news reaches the inhabitants of the 
lowest heaven. Allah says, 

4 J 

iThey say the truth.} meaning, they report what He said, 
without adding or taking away anything. 

4i£ » 

iAnd He is the Most High, the Most Great.} 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him said, “The 
Prophet of Allah said: 
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uWheti Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the angels beat their 
ivings in submission to His Words, making a sound like a chain 
striking a smooth rock. When the fear is banished from their 
hearts, they say, "What is it that your Lord has said?" They 
say the truth, and He is the Most High, the Most Great. Then 
the one who is listening out hears that, and those who are 
listening out are standing one above the other » - Sufyan [one 
of the narrators] demonstrated with his hand, holding it 
vertically with the fingers outspread. «So he hears what is 
said and passes it on to the one below him, and that one passes 
it to the one ivho is belozv him, and so on until it reaches the 
lips of the soothsayer or fortune-teller. Maybe a meteor will hit 
him before he can pass anything on, or maybe he will pass it on 
before he is hit. He tells a hundred lies alongside it, but it toil! 
be said, "Did he not tell us that on such and such a day, such 
and such would happen?" So they believe him because of the 
one thing which ivas heard from heaven 

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, not by Muslim. 111 Abu 

Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded it.* 21 And 

Allah knows best. 
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424. Say: "Who gives you provision from the heavens and the 
earth?" Say: "Allah. And verily, (either) we or you are rightly 
guided or in plain error .’> 

425. Say : "You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall toe 
be asked of what you do."4 

426. Say : "Our Lord ivill assemble us all together, then He 
will judge between us with truth. And He is the Just Judge, the 
AU-Knower of the true state of affairs. 

427. Say: "Show me those whom you have joined with Him as 


m Fath Al-Bari 8:398. 

Abu Dawud 4 :288, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi, 9:90, Ibn Majah 1:69. 
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partners. Nay! But He is Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise.") 


Allah has no partner in anything whatsoever 

Allah tells us that He is unique in His power of creation and 
His giving of provision, and that He is unique in His divinity 
also. As they used to admit that no one in heaven or on earth 
except Allah gave them provision, i.e., by sending down water 
and causing crops to grow, so they should also realize that 
there is no god worthy of worship besides Him. 

j ji Jxb $ ji li^ 


iAnd verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain 
error.) 

‘One of the two sides must be speaking falsehood, and one 
must be telling the truth. There is no way that you and we 
could both be following true guidance, or could both be 
misguided. Only one of us can be correct, and we have 
produced the proof of Tawhid which indicates that your Shirk 
must be false.’ Allah says: 

<.(j j' j-j |j' 


iAnd verily, (either) ive or you are rightly guided or in plain 
error.) 


Qatadah said, “The Companions of Muhammad jg said this to 
the idolators: *By Allah, we and you cannot be following the 
same thing, only one of us can be truly guided.’”*** ‘Ikrimah 
and Ziyad bin Abi Maryam said, “It means: we are rightly 
guided and you are in plain error. ” |21 


; lie- jii til $ lit 


iSay: "You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be 
asked of what you do.") 

This indicates disowning them, saying, “you do not belong to 
us and we do not belong to you, because we call people to 
Allah, to believe that He is the Only God and to worship Him 
alone. If you respond, then you will belong to us and we to 




111 At-Tabari 20:401. 
121 At-Tabari 20:401. 
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you, but if you reject our call, then we have nothing to do with 
you and you have nothing to do with us.’ This is like the Ayat 





iAnd if they deny you, say: “For me are my deeds and for you 
are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and 1 am 
innocent of what you do!") (10:41) 
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4Say: "O disbelievers! I worship not that which you worship, 
Nor will you worship that which I worship. And I shall not 
worship that which you are worshipping. Nor will you worship 
that which I worship. To you be your religion, and to me my 
religion (104:1-6). 


4% Cl 

4Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together. .."4 

means, ‘on the Day of Resurrection, He will bring all of 
creation together in one arena, then He will judge between us 
with truth, i.e., with justice.’ Each person will be rewarded or 
punished according to his deeds; if they are good, then his 
end will be good, and if they are bad, then his end will be bad. 
On that Day they will know who has attained victory, glory 
and eternal happiness, as Allah says: 


j ^ ijfeg \p: ^5 fc&jf 

j l^j\ «^UJj llljlL ]y&y \)j£ 




iAnd on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day 
shall (all men) be separated. Then as for those who believed and 
did righteous good deeds, such shall be honored and made to 
enjoy luxurious life (forever) in a Garden of Delight. And as for 
those wlw disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, and the meeting of 
the Hereafter, such shall be brought forth to the torment > 
(30:14-16). 
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Allah says: 

%} 

iAnd He is the Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of 
affairs.} , 

4*L£=tr- ‘*f J»r 

iSay: "Show me those whom you have joined with Him as 
partners..."} 

means, ‘show me those gods whom you made as rivals and 
equals to Allah.’ , 

i$} 


iNay} means, He has no peer, rival, partner or equal. Allah says: 


$But He is Allah,} meaning, the One and Only God Who has no 
partner. 

yfti} 


ithe Almighty, the All-Wise.} means, the Owner of might with 
which He subjugates and controls all things, the One Who is 
Wise in all His Words and deeds. Laws and decrees. Blessed 
and exalted and sanctified be He far above all that they say. 
And Allah knows best. 


ii* V fy_ ili-i JC3 Ji &j» 

/ .-ft?. /- & 


42 8. And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad 
tidings and a wamer to all mankind, and most of men know 
not.} 

429. And they say: "When is this promise if you are 
truthful?"} 

430. Say: "The appointment to you is for a Day, which you 
cannot put back for an hour nor put forward."} 


The Prophet was sent to all of Mankind 

Allah says to His servant and Messenger Muhammad jg|: 

(/±Lt ofA ki\£=» Vj l i lli L jl ti >j} 



Surah 34. Saba (28 - 30) (Part-22) 
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iAnd We have not sent you except as a giver of glad tidings 
and a wamer to all mankind,} 

i.e., to all of creation among those who are accountable for 
their deeds. This is like the Ayah: 


iSay: “O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allah (7:158) 


iifZj .*ole je jliJiK J_/ <jJ$ jIjC} 


iBlessed be He Who sent down the Criterion to His servant 
that he may be a wamer to the all creatures.} (25:1) 


4a giver of glad tidings and a wamer} means, “to bring the glad 
tidings of Paradise to those who obey you and to warn of the 
fire of Hell to those who disobey you.’ This is like the Ayat. 


tana most of men know 


# * 




iAnd most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it 
eagerly.$ (12:103) 


£ 4 " tip} 


iAnd if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead 
you far away from Allah's path} (6:116). 


Muhammad bin Ka*b said concerning the Ayah: 

ioM Zj} 

iAnd We have not sent you except to all mankind} 

meaning, to all the people. Qatadah said concerning this Ayah , 
“Allah, may He be exalted, sent Muhammad ig to both the 
Arabs and the non-Arabs, so the most honored of them with 
Allah is the one who is most obedient to Allah. ^ 

m 


At-Tabari 20:405. 
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In the Two Sahths it was reported that Jabir, may Allah be 
pleased with him said, “The Messenger of Allah sg said: 

1 jir* 1 frU-iS/1 "jA JL>-f /ulaju -j L-, ^ O—lapf® 

« * i ' ' . * " ' 

iJJalU S'iLkll cJ' J Jrj J 

Jl ij£ ^lJi jif) iUuiJi ^ j~ : JLJj J cX-fj 

«£u ^ii)i Ji cJ*j Liu- 


«/ /un>e been giuen five things which were not given to any of 
the Prophets before me. I have been aided by fear (the distance 
of) a month's journey. The entire earth has been made a Masjid 
and a means of purification for me, so that when the time for 
prayer comes, any man of my Urnmah shoidd pray. The spoils 
of war have been made permissible for me, whereas they were 
not permitted for any before me. I have been given the power of 
hitercession; and the Prophets before me were sent to their own 
people, but 1 have been sent to all of mankind .»”* 11 

It was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah 
ig said: 

«J| oly> 


cj have been sent to the black and the red .* 

Mujahid said, “This means to the Jinn and to mankind.^ 2 * 
Others said that it meant the Arabs and the non-Arabs. Both 
meanings are correct. 


How the Disbelievers asked about when the 
Resurrection would happen, and the Response to Them 


Allah tells us how the disbelievers believed it unlikely that the 
Hour would ever come to pass: 




iAnd they say: “When is this promise if you are truthful?"} 
This is like the Ayah: 


111 Fath Al-Bari 1:519, Muslim 1 :370. 
Ahmad 5:145. 
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SurahJ4 J _SabaJ25^30)_(Pa]5z22L 


Ji trr ^ 

**•"£*'" **" 

/ ^ ^ » / A/-'/ * / »/ ^ ^ 

aat&S&a 

L^ifaQtsjiVfG£^ 4 .^ 5 l ;2 
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tjrUS^jO i^SsJj j-xoj j <3j^ ^ -Ll>u jl; ojj* 


rv/ >7 > l" * tx" '» < **\\'\ **' ''~\ 

r - > :d.' 

3 


.7/^ X-. **.f.t > *'' *' / <. 




Allah says: 


iThose who believe not 
therein seek to hasten it, 
white those who believe 
are fearful of it, and 
knoiv that it is the very 
truth...) ( 42:18) 

Then Allah says: 


v f y . ill: jd 
Vj ic i 


o£^-i 


,,; •: > ✓ > »'•' 
,T\u>*-uJLj 


iSay: "The appointment 
to you is for a Day, 
ivhich you cannot for an 
hour move back nor 
forward.”) 

meaning, ‘you have 
an appointed time 
which is fixed and 
cannot be changed or 
altered. When it 
comes, you will not be 
able to put it back or 
bring it forward,’ as 


4>>. 'i K 4 & jd j\) 


) Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be delayed) 
(71:4). 


C£- 


i»k 


S-* ft ^~=»'» 


ot fx ■%,>£* ,VJS 15 j) 

<5 


)And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed. On the Day 
zvhen it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave. Some 
among them will be wretched and (others) blessed.) (11:104- 
105). 



3jsi' S d\ Qf m ffJ '-^i) i jy bfjfrti 

$ S^> csi> iiSSUi «# jii S^Ji & ^ ifiJSif iii 
Uk sfeUi cJ jlij ^ jj j% i! j£ ^ 
i&S &S5.21 # ;£U i&fc is ^ ^ i '£&J 

Si> -4 JaaSsff iHXj ^ ft □ tt2if 


432. And Z/iose zo/io disbelieve say: "We believe not in this 
Qur'an nor in that which zoas before it." But if you could see 
when the wrongdoers are wade to stand before their Lord, how 
they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who 
were deemed weak will say to those wlw were arrogant: "Had it 
not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!"} 

432. And those who were arrogant will say to those who were 
deemed weak: "Did we keep you back from guidance after it had 
come to you? Nay, but you were criminals."} 

433. Tlwse who were deemed weak will say to tlwse who were 
arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, 
wheti you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to 
Him!” And each of them (parties) will conceal their oivn 
regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron 
collars round the necks of those wlw disbelieved. Are they 
requited aught except ivhat they used to do?} 


How the Disbelievers have agreed in this World to deny 
the Truth, and how They will dispute with One Another 
on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us about the excessive wrongdoing and 
stubbornness of the disbelievers, and their insistence on not 
believing in the Holy Qur’an and what it tells them about the 
Resurrection. Allah says: 




iAnd those who disbelieve say: "We believe not in this Qur’an 
nor in that which was before it."} 

Allah threatens them and warns them of the humiliating 



position they will be in before Him, arguing and disputing with 
one another: 



ihcno they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those 
who were deemed weak > 


this refers to the followers - 




4to those who were arrogant} - this refers to the leaders and 
masters - 

i 

4Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been 
believers!} 

meaning, ‘if you had not stopped us, we would have followed 
the Messengers and believed in what they brought.’ Their 
leaders and masters, those who were arrogant, will say to 
them: 


4Did we keep you back from guidance after it had come to 
you?} 


meaning, *we did nothing more to you than to call you, and you 
followed us without any evidence or proof, and you went against 
the evidence and proof which the Messengers brought because 
of your own desires; it was your own choice.’They will say: 


uk #; £ & 


4"...Nay, but you were criminals." Tlwse who were deemed 
weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was 
your plotting by night and day..."} 

meaning, “you used to plot against us night and day, tempting 
us with promises and false hopes, and telling us that we were 
truly guided and that we were following something, but all of 
that was falsehood and manifest lies.’ Qatadah and Ibn Zayd 
said: 


4j0\j $ 'JZ $} 
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iNay, but it was your plotting by night and day,} 

means, “You plotted by night and day.” 1 ' 1 Malik narrated 
something similar from Zayd bin Aslam.' 2 ' 

iY/J it J23 J 

iwhen you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to 
Him!} 

means, ‘to set up gods as equal to Him, and you created 
doubts and confusion in our minds, and you fabricated far¬ 
fetched ideas with which to lead us astray.’ 

ijt' & 


}And each of them (parties) will conceal their own regrets, 
when they belwld the torment.} 

means, both the leaders and the followers will feel regret for 
what they did previously. 

C ^ 

4And I'Ve shall put iron collars round the necks of those who 
disbelieved.} 

This is a chain which will tie their hands to their necks. 

i&frk ix £ £} 


iAre they requited aught except what they used to do?} 

means, they will be punished according to their deeds: the 
leaders will be punished according to what they did, and the 
followers will be punished according to what they did. 

4op2 H jGS S* p, 


$He will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you 
know not.’’} (7:38). 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah said: 


Jri ‘ IfcJj J_- Oj l!>l» 




111 At-Tabari 20:408. 
121 At-Tabari 20:408. 
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uWhen the people of Hell are drivett towards it, it will meet 
them with its flames, then the Fire will bum their faces and the 
flesh will all fall to their hamstrings 


'ifa ‘it J'i Jt far* 4 

Jjii> ylJ ilto 4^ jl ji ^OfcJuL 

£ n $» JC m % pp Zj V ^ Jff &jj 

vty*. dy-4* j L*? * j i ^ 

,^J L—>» ^ ji iTj'vtoj'jJi UlliJ* ct L>>»-; 

X-&> /. )v > -fit'* ->< .i r// it > y* ./ • ,t<' 

^^,\^LASjy' J+> jto Uy jd y-Uy *«U* Oi *>-r? 


434. And We did not send a wamer to a township but those 
who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them 
said: "We believe not in wlwt you have been settt with.'"4 

435. And they say : "We are more in wealth and in children, 
and we are not going to be punished."} 

436. Say: “Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He 
wills and restricts, but most men know not."} 

437. And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring 
you nearer to Us, but only he who believes, and does righteous 
deeds; as far such, there will be multiple rewards far what they 
did, and they will reside in the high dwellings (Paradise) in 
peace and security.} 

438. And those who strive against Our Ay at, to frustrate 
them, they will be brought to the torment.} 

439. Say: "Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He 
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and 
whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it. And He 
is the Best of providers."} 


How Those Who lived a Life of Luxury disbelieved in the 
Messengers and were misled by Their pursuit of Wealth 
and Children 

Allah is consoling His Prophet jg and commanding him to 

I 1 * Hilyat Al-Awliya' 4:363, where Abu Nu'aym indicates that it is 
probably Mawquf. 
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follow the example of the Messengers that came before him. 
He tells him that no Prophet was ever sent to a township but 
those among its people who lived a life of luxury disbelieved in 
him, and the weaker people of the town followed him. The 
people of Nuh, peace be upon him, said to him: 


iShall we believe in you, when the weakest (of the people) 
follow you?} (26:110) 

iS £3 Cj$ 


inor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and 
they (too) followed you without thinking} (11:27). 


The leaders among the people of Salih said: 


ito those who were counted weak - to such of them as believed: 
“Know you that Sdlili is one sent from his Lord." They said: 
"We indeed believe in that with which he has been sent." Tlwse 
wfw were arrogant said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that which 
you believe in."} (7:75-76). 


And Allah said: 

(UeL iif \IjZ ja J^fc. ilf Ijf^ pfZuu 



iThus We have tried some of them with others, that they might 
say: "Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from 
among us?" Does not Allah know best tlwse who are grateful?} 
(6:53), 


4^* jf j l Smt illi'&j} 

iAnd thus We have set up in every tenon great ones of its 
wicked people to plot therein} (6:123), and 


xCjsIk;- 1 * 'rt !>*-" 6^ hj *4r J W 


when We decii/e to destroy a town (population), We 
(/irsf) send a definite order to those among them who lead a life 



SwvhM^_S^aJM^^)JPgrt221. 


m 


of luxury. Then, they transgress therein, and thus the Word (of 
torment) is justified against it (them). Then We destroy it with 
complete destruction} (17:16). 

And Allah says here: 

iAnd We did not send a wamer to a township } meaning a Prophet 
or a Messenger, 


ibut those who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries 
among them} 

means, those who enjoyed a life of riches and luxury, and 
positions of leadership. Qatadah said, “They are their tyrants, 
chiefs and leaders in evil.”* 1 ' 


}We believe not in the (Message) with which you have been 
sent.} 


means, “we do not believe in it and we will not follow it.’ 

Allah tells us that those who enjoyed a life of luxury and 
who disbelieved the Messengers said: 


& C <&$> & 




iAnd they say: “We are more in wealth and in children, and 
we are not going to be punished."} 


meaning, they were proud of their great wealth and great 
numbers of children, and they believed that this was a sign 
that Allah loved them and cared for them, and that if He gave 
them this in this world, He would not punish them in the 
Hereafter. This was too far-fetched. Allah says: 


7 y ^ Ljl ity. —rfl } 


iDo they think that in wealth and children with which We 
enlarge them? We hasten unto them with good things. Nay, 
but tltey perceive not.} (23:55-56) 


m 


At-Tabari 20:409. 
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&>sj 0'S* i4 ^ r-nQ ^ -vjt Q Vj ifjyi 


4So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in 
reality Allah's plan is to punish them with these things in the 
life of this world, and that their souls shall depart while they 
are disbelievers.} (9:55), and 


r <S>Ovj VU /! c-U-j ^ , 


.-“>r 

jl ^lL '(■ 


o*j 


4Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom 1 created lonely. And 
then granted him resources in abundance. And children to be 
by his side. And made life smooth and comfortable for him. 
After all that he desires that I should give more. Nay! Verily, 
he has been opposing Our Ay at. I shall oblige him to face a 
severe torment!} (74:11-17) 

And Allah has told us about the story of the owner of those 
two gardens, that he had wealth and crops and children, but 
that could not help him at all when all of that was taken from 
him in this world, before he reached the Hereafter. Allah says 
here: 


4S-i^J ilii JJ Sfft JAi df) o] 


4Say: "Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He 
wills and restricts..."} 

meaning, He gives wealth to those whom He loves and those 
whom He does not love, and He makes poor whom He wills 
and makes rich whom He wills. He has complete wisdom and 
clear proof, 

-j 'j& &;} 


4but most men know not.} 

Then Allah says: 

4 $5 A$ fxiji % cj } 


4And it is not your ivedlth, nor your children that bring you 
nearer to Us,} 


meaning, ‘these things are not a sign that We love you or care 
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for you.’ Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said that the Messenger of Allah jgj said: 






itAllah does not look at your outward appearance or your 
wealth, rather He looks at your hearts and your deeds j' 1 ' 

Muslim and Ibn Majah also recorded this. 12 ' Allah says: 


ibut only he who believes, and does righteous deeds;}’ 
meaning, ‘only faith and righteous deeds will bring you closer to Us.’ 

ias for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they did,} 

means, the reward will be multiplied for them between ten and 
seven hundred times. 




iand they will reside in the high dwellings in peace and 
security.} 


means, in the lofty dwellings of Paradise, safe from all misery, 
fear and harm, and from any evil they could fear. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said that the Messenger of Allah jg said: 


ja Ifi Ifi^kj ja Uj^ft ij'J \ifri i) l» 


«In Paradise there are lofty rooms whose outside can be seen 
from the inside and whose inside can be seen from the outside .» 


A bedouin asked, “Who are they for?” He said: 
KpUj j Jllil; 


«For those who speak well, feed the hungry, persist in fasting 
and pray at night while people are asleep .»' 3 ’ 


111 Ahmad 2:539. 

' 2 ' Muslim 4 :1987, Ibn Majah 2 :1388. 
131 Ibn Abi Shaybah 8 :437. 
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^cl iy*-* 

<A«d those who strive against Our Ay at, to frustrate them,} 

means, those who try to block people from the path of Allah 
and from following His Messengers and believing in His signs, 

v_>ijiiji 


ithey will be brought to the torment.} means, they will all be 
punished for their deeds, each one accordingly. 


4$ <y, oA. -1*j> <£> l>\ 


iSay: "Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He 
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him..."} 

means, according to His wisdom, He gives a lot of provision to 
one, and gives very little to another. He has great wisdom in 
doing so, which cannot be comprehended by anyone but Him. 
This is like the Ayah: 


oijj %i iSi-Li 


iSee how \Ne favor one above another, and verily, the Hereafter 
will be greater in degrees and greater in favor.} (17:21). 

This means that just as there are differences between them in 
this world - where one may be poor and in straitened 
circumstances while another is rich and enjoys a life of plenty 
- so they will be in the Hereafter. There one will reside in 
apartments in the highest levels of Paradise, whilst another 
will be in the lowest levels of Hell. As the Prophet jgg said, 
describing the best of people in this world: 

*2)1 li iSjjj I j3d 


“He truly succeeds who becomes Muslim and is given just 
enough provision and Allah makes him content with what He 
has given.n” 


It was recorded by Muslim.* 1 * 








iand whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it.$ 

m 


Muslim 2 :730. 
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Jr 


mm irr mwm 
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Jo J^- Jic- l^Jj J\j /^Jyjj jJ^yb 


means, “whatever you 
spend in the ways 
that He has 
commanded you and 
permitted you, He will 
compensate you for it 
in this world by giving 
you something else 
instead, and in the 
Hereafter by giving 
you reward.’ It was 
reported that the 
Prophet 3^5 said: 

1 t ( 3 &l - fp 4 J)I 


«dQi 

* Allah says: “Spend, 1 
will spend on you."* 

In another Hadlth it 
is reported that every 
morning, two angels 
come, and one says, 
“O Allah, bring 
destruction upon the 
one who withholds 
(does not spend).” The other one says, “O Allah, give 
compensation to the one who spends.”* 1 * 

And the Messenger of Allah jg said: 

•V^*! jJ/ll tji Vj nJ^b 

“ Spend, O Bilal, and do not fear that the One Who is on the 
Throne will witltlwld from yow.»* 2 * 

cJ j>; 

d£>. 't fj^li '.jj* oy*y pp iy*^ & Oi 

/ j . , / / > J/ * + y ** I > > {/ •'x /•{ 

1^7 jQl ]/v» Ui 


I 1 * Muslim 1 :700. 

* 2 * At-Tabarani 10:191. 
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440. And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all 
together, then He will say to the angels: "Was it you that these 
people used to worship?"} 

441. They (the angels) will say: "Glorified be You! You are our 
Protector instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the 
Jinn; most of them were believers in them."} 

442. So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another. 
And We shall say to those who did wrong: "Taste the torment 
of the Fire which you used to deny."} 


The Angels will disown Their Worshippers on the Day of 
Resurrection 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, He will rebuke 
the idolators before all of creation. He will ask the angels 
whom the idolators used to worship, claiming that their idols 
were in the form of these angels and that they could bring 
them nearer to Allah. He will ask the angels: 

56 . % 


4Was it you that these people used to worship?} 

meaning, ‘did you command them to worship you?’ Allah says 
in Surat Al-Furqdrc 


p J^‘} 


4Was it you who misled these My servants or did they 
(themselves) stray from the (right) path?} (25:17). 

And He will say to Isa, peace be upon him: 

J cl * . ’■ J5 oji Ji yj+J) jj ^UU oii d»} 

iX J4 & 


4Did you say unto men: "Worship me and my mother as two 
gods besides Allah?,' He will say: "Glory be to You! It was not 
for me to say what I had no right (to say)."} (5:116). 

Similarly, the angels will say: 


4Glorified be You!} meaning, ‘exalted and sanctified be You 
above the notion that there could be any god besides You.’ 
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iYou are our Protector instead of them.} means, *we are Your 
servants and we disown these people before You.’ 

$Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn;} 

meaning, the Shayatin, because they are the ones who made 
idol worship attractive to them and who misguided them. 

imost of them were believers in them.} This is like the Ayah: 

o'! *&/> Ji o'> 

iThey invoke nothing but females besides Him, and they invoke 
nothing but Shaytan, a persistent rebel! Allah cursed him} 
(4:117-118). 

Allah says: 

fj (1 jfs, v pft} 

4So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another.} 

means, ‘none of those idols and rivals whom you hoped would 
benefit you, will be of any avail to you, those whom you 
worshipped in the hope that they would help you at times of 
stress and calamity. Today they will have no power either to 
benefit you or to harm you.’ 

& gl &j} 

iAnd We shall say to those who did wrong:} - meaning the 
idolators - 

± X ji Mi &>} 

4"Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to deny.”} 
meaning, this will be said to them by way of rebuke. 

at & ^ in a $ ^ g \%} 

ul o) a i ££ -iji Jib yi u! C ijiij 
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443. And when Onr Clear Verses are recited to them, they 
say: "This is naught but a man who wishes to hinder you from 
that which your fathers used to worship." And they say: "This 
is nothing but an invented lie." And those who disbelieve say of 
the truth when it has come to them: "Tins is nothing but 
evident magic!”} 

444. And We had not given them Scriptures that they could 
study, nor sent to them before you any wamer.} 

4,45. And those before them denied; these have not received 
even a tenth of what We had granted to those (of old); yet they 
denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My denial!} 


The Saying of the Disbelievers about the Prophets, and 
its refutation 


Allah tells us that the disbeliever deserve to be severely 
punished by Him, because when His clear Verses were recited 
to them, and they heard them fresh from the lips of His 
Messenger jg, they said: 


4$& zz j iJ. & n tii c 


4They say: "Tins is naught but a man who wishes to hinder 
you from that which your fathers used to worship.”} 

meaning, that the religion of their fathers was the truth and 
that what the Messenger brought to them was false - may the 
curse of Allah be upon them and their fathers! 

/C // ^ - y 


$Atid they say: “This is nothing but an invented lie."} 
referring to the Qur'an. 


iUf n ui 4 fiifc q i^r 'J\ 


4And those who disbelieve say of tlte truth when it has come to 
them : "Tins is nothing but evident ?nagic!“} 

Allah says: 




4And We had not given them Scriptures that they could study, 
nor sent to them before you any wamer} 



209 


Surah 34. Saba (43 - 45) (Part-22) 

meaning, Allah did not reveal any Book to the Arabs before 
the Qur’an, and He did not send any Prophet to them before 
Muhammad sg. They used to wish for that and say, 4 if only a 
wamer comes to us or a Book is revealed to us, we would be 
more guided than others/ but when Allah blessed them with 
that, they disbelieved him and stubbornly rejected him. 

Then Allah says: 

iAtid those before than denied;} meaning, other nations. 

4these have not received even a taith of what We had granted 
to those (of old);} 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, w Of the 
power of this world.”* 1 * This was also the view of Qatadah, As- 
Suddi and Ibn Zayd.* 2 * This is like the Ayat 


Hi Hi- jjJj liH-j d\ Hi 
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}And indeed We had firmly established them with that 
wherewith We have not established you! And We had assigned 
them the hearing, seeing, and hearts; but their hearing, seeing, 
and their hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny 
the Ayat of Allah, and they were completely encircled by that 
which they used to mock at!} (46:26) 





4Have they not traveled through the earth and seal what was 
the end of those before them? They were more in number than 
them and mightier in strength} (40:82). 

but that did not protect them from the punishment of Allah, 


1,1 At-Jabari 20:416. 

121 At-Tabari 20:416,417. 
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Tafsir [bn Kgtfnr 

and Allah destroyed them because they denied His 
Messengers. Allah says: 

‘jS “S~j 

iyet they denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My 
denial!} 


meaning, ‘how severe was My wrath and how great was My 
avenging of My Messengers.’ 
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<46. Say: "I exhort you to one (thing) only, that you stand up 
for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, there is no 
madness in your companion. He is only a wamer to you in face 
of a severe torment 


Refutation of Their Accusation that the Prophet was 
Insane 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these disbelievers who 
claim that you are crazy,’ 


</ exhort you to one (thing) only, ^ meaning, “I am only telling you 
to one thing,’ and that is: 



ithat you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, 
there is no madness in your companion 

meaning, ‘stand sincerely before Allah, without being 
influenced by your own desires or tribal feelings, and ask one 
another, is Muhammad crazy? Advise one another,' 



iand reflect > means, let each person look within himself 
concerning the matter of Muhammad j|g, and ask other people 
about him if he is still confused, then let him think about the 
matter. Allah says: 




Ill 
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<that you stand up for Allah's soke in pairs and singly, and 
reflect, there is no madness in your companion.} 

This meaning was stated by Muj&hid, Muhammad bin Ka'b, 
As-Suddi, Qatadah and others.* 1 * This is what is meant by the 
Ayah, 





iHe is only a wamer to you in face of a severe torment.} 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, commented on this Ayah: “One day, the Prophet ^ 
climbed up A?-$afa’ and shouted, 


dUO U» 


«0 peopleh The Quraysh gathered around him, and said, 
What is the matter with you?’ He said, 


«J jlx uf pJ-t j&o; jjJi M ’r&yj .t p 


oWhat do you think? If I told you that the enemy were 
approaching and will reach us in the morning or in the 
evening, would you believe me ?» 

They said, ‘Of course.’ He said: 

•xxi >— j# 1SJ 

.» » * * 

«i am a wamer to you in the face of a severe punishment .» 

Abu Lahab said, *May you perish! You have called us 
together only to tell us this?’ Then Allah revealed: 




iPerish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!} (111:1) 
We have already discussed this in our Tafsir of the Ayah: 

4And warn your tribe of near kindred}^ (26:214). 

$ us • v & $ * 5; > > t u? a P & fi & pfc 


111 At-Jabari 20:418. 
121 Path A!-Bdri 8:400. 
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447. Say: “Whatever 
wage I might have asked 
of you is yours. My 
wage is from Allah only, 
and He is a Witness 
over all things."} 

448. Say: "Verily, my 
Lord sends down the 
truth, the All-Knower of 
the Unseen."} 

449. Say: "The truth 

has come, and the false¬ 
hood can neither create 
anything nor 

resurrect."} 

i50. Say: "If (even) I 
go astray, I shall stray 
only to my own loss. 
But if I remain guided, 
it is because of the Reve¬ 
lation of my Lord to me. 
Truly, He is All-Hearer, 

Ever Near."} 

I do not ask for any Reward for conveying the Message 

Allah commands His Messenger jjg to say to the idolators: 

^Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours.} 

meaning, *1 do not want anything for conveying the Message of 
Allah to you, advising you and telling you to worship Allah.’ 

4My wage is from Allah only,} means, ‘rather I will seek the 
reward for that with Allah.’ 




Surah 34. Saba (47 - 50) (Part-22) 


773 




He is a Witness over all things.) means, ‘He knows all 
things, and He knows everything about me and the manner in 
which I am conveying the Message to you, and He knows all 
about you.’ 


/ >>V *"T ' > •' \ 


iSay: ‘‘Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, the All-Knower 
of the Unseen.”) This is like the Ayah: 


4*iiCe os U Jk ^ 


iHe sends the Revelation by His command to any of His 
servants He wills) (40:15). 

meaning, He sends the angel to whomsoever He wills of His 
servants among the people on earth, and He is the All-Knower 
of the Unseen; nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him in the 
heavens or on earth. 


ty Cj jj.1 {£. 


iSay: "The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither 
create anything nor resurrect.") 

means, truth and the great Law have come from Allah, and 
falsehood has gone and has perished and vanished. This is 
like the Ayah: 




iNay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys 
it, and behold, it is vanished} (21:18). 


When the Messenger of Allah entered Al-Masjid Al-Haram on 
the day of the conquest of Makkah, and found those idols 
standing around the Ka'bah , he started to hit the idols with 
his bow, reciting, 


Z? k ft J 


4 And say: "The truth has come and the falsehood has vanished. 
Surely, the falsehood is ever bound to vanish"} (17:81), and: 
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iSay: "The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither 
create anything nor resurrect.") 

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasal 111 




iSay: "If (even) 1 go astray, I shall stray only to my own loss. 
But if I remain guided, it is because of the Revelation of my 
Lord to me...”) 


means, all good comes from Allah, and in what Allah sends 
down of revelation and clear truth there is guidance and 
wisdom. So whoever goes astray, does so by himself, as 
‘Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
when he was asked about some issue. He said, “I will say 
what I think, and if it is correct, then it is from Allah, and if it 
is wrong, then it is from me and from the Shayt&n, and Allah 
and His Messenger have nothing to do with it.” 121 


4ZJ y. 


iTruly, He is All-Hearer, Ever Near.) means. He hears all the 
words of His servants, and He is always near to respond to 
them when they call on Him. An-Nasal recorded the Hadvth of 
Abu Musa which also appears in the Two Sahihs: 


*1“^* lI* * * k Lili- Vj 


«You are not calling upon one who is deaf or absent; you are 
calling upon One Who is All-Hearer, Ever Near and 
Responsive. » (31 


oe & oe ** i &£==> As y&Z # Jyiliif 
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111 Fath Al-Bari 8:252, Muslim 3:1409, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:573, An- 
Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:483. 

121 Abu Dawud 2:589. 

131 An-Nasal in Al-Kubr& 6:438, Fath Al-B&ri 9:157, Muslim 4:2076. 
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451. And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with 
no escape, and they will be seized from a near place.$ 

452. And they will say: "We do believe (now);'' but how could 
they receive (Tanawush) from a place so far off.} 

453. Indeed they did disbelieve before (in this world), and they 
(used to) conjecture about the Unseen, from a far place.} 

454. And a barrier will be set between them and that which 
they desire, as was done in the past with the people of their 
kind. Verily, they have been in grave doubt.} 

Here Allah says: ‘if only you could see, O Muhammad, when 
these deniers are terrified on the Day of Resurrection, and 
they have no way of escape and nowhere to run to and no 
refuge.’ 



4and they will be seized from a near place.} 

means, they will not even be given the slightest chance of 
escape, but they will be seized from the first instant. Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri said: “When they come forth from their graves.”* 11 


4And they will say: "We do believe (now);"} 

means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say, *we believe in 
Allah and His angels, Books and Messengers.’ This is like the 
Ayah: 




4And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their 
heads before their Lord (saying): "Our Lord! We have now seen 
and heard, so send us back that we will do righteous good 
deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty."} (32:12) 

Allah says: 

4but how could they receive from a place so far off?} 

111 At-Tabari 20:423. 
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meaning, how could they attain faith now that they are so far 
removed from the place where it could be accepted from them, 
and they have entered the realm of the Hereafter which is the 
realm of reward and punishment, not the realm of trial and 
testing? If they had believed in this world, that would have 
been good for them, but now they have entered the Hereafter, 
there is no way that their faith can be accepted, just as there 
is no way a person can get a thing if he is far away from it. 
Mujahid said: 

ibut how could they At-Tanawush?} means, “How could they 
attain that?” 1 ' 1 Az-Zuhri said, “They will wish to attain faith 
when they have reached the Hereafter and are cut off from this 
world.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “They will seek something when 
they have no way of attaining it, they will seek faith from a 
distant place.” 

/ > | . 
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4 Indeed they did disbelieve before,} means, how can they attain 
faith in the Hereafter when in this world they disbelieved in the 
truth and denied the Messengers? 


op 0- 


iand they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen from a far 
place.} 


Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam that he said: 



}cmd they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen,} 
means, “By guessing.” as Allah says, 


4 guessing at the Unseen} (18:22). Sometimes they said he was a 
poet, sometimes they said he was a soothsayer, or a sorcerer, 
or a mad man, or other baseless comments. They denied the 
idea of resurrection and said: 


Ml 
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Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:714. 
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}we do not think it but as a conjecture, and we have no firm 
convincing belief.$ (45:32). 

Qatadah and Mujahid said, “Their belief that there would be 
no resurrection, no Paradise and no Hell was based on mere 
conjecture.” 11 ' 


u c 




iAnd a barrier will be set between them and that which they 
desire,$ 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak and others, This means 
faith.”' 2 ' As-Suddi said: 


iAnd a barrier will be set between them and that which they 
desire,} 

means “Repentance.”' 3 ' This was also the view of Ibn Jarir, 
may Allah have mercy on him. Mujahid said: 

{SjgSUSSjSs 

iAnd a barrier will be set between them and that which they 
desire,} 

means, “This world and its wealth, luxuries and people.” 14 ' 
Something similar was narrated from Ibn “Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas 
and Ar-Rabl‘ bin Anas, may Allah be pleased with him. It is 
also the opinion of Al-Bukhari and the Group. The correct 
view is that there is no contradiction between the two views, 
for a barrier will be set between them and what they desire in 
this world, and what they seek in the Hereafter will be denied 
from them. 

4 <33 it 

ias was done in the past with the people of their kind.} 

means, as happened to the nations of the past who disbelieved 
in the Messengers; when the punishment of Allah came upon 


At-Jabari 20:429. 

121 At-Tabari 20:430. 

13 ' Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:715. 
141 At-Jabari 20:431. 
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them, they wished that they had believed, but this was not 
accepted from them. 


4' > f X ^ Hit; tfg £$ Ijlj ££» 
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iSo, when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe 
in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate with 
Him as (His) partners. "Then their faith could not avail them 
when they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of 
Allah in dealing with His servants. And there the disbelievers 
lost utterly.$ (40:84-85). 




4Verily, they have been in grave doubt .^ means, in this world they 
had doubts, so their faith will not be accepted from them when 
they behold the punishment with their own eyes. Qatadah said, 
“Beware of doubt. For whoever dies doubting, will be raised 
doubting; and whoever dies believing, with certainty will be 
raised believing with certainty.” 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Saba’. Allah, may He 
be glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the right way. 
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The Tafslr of Surah Fatir 
(Chapter - 35) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


P 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

4 4>; d;i B A 


41. All praise is due to AllSh, Fatir of the heavens and the 
earth. Who made the angels messengers with wings, two or 
three or Jour. He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, 
Allah is Able to do all things.} 


The Power of Allah 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I did not 
know what Fatir As-Samawati wal-Ard meant until two 
bedouins came to me disputing over a well. One of them said 
to his companion, ‘Ana Fatartuha,’ meaning, *1 started it.’” 111 
Ibn ‘AbbSs, may Allah be pleased with him, also said, 

iFatir of the heavens and the earth,} 

means, “The Originator of the heavens and the earth.”* 21 Ad- 
Dahhak said, “Every time the phrase Fatir As-Samawdti wcd- 
Ard is used in the Qur’an, it means the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth.” 131 

4Who made the angels messengers} means, between Him 
and His Prophets. 

m Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:3. 

121 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:3. 

131 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:3. 
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aji 

iwith wings} means, with which they fly to convey quickly that 
which they have been commanded to convey. 


4two or three or four.} means, among them are some who have 
two wings, some have three and some who have four. Some 
have more than that, as stated in the Hadith mentioning that 
the Messenger of Allah jg saw Jibril, peace be upon him, on 
the Night of the Isr&’ with six hundred wings. Between each 
pair of wings was a distance like that between the east and 
the west.* 1 * Allah says: 


tJ- $ 


4He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able 
to do all things.} 

As-Suddi said, “He increases their wings and creates them as 
He wills .” 121 



42. Wlwtever of mercy, Allah may grant to mankind, none can 
withhold it; and whatever He may withhold, none can grant it 
thereafter. And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.} 


None can withhold the Mercy of Allah 

Allah tells us that what He wills, happens, and what He does 
not will, does not happen. None can give what He withholds, 
and none can withhold what He gives. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Warrad, the freed slave of Al- 
Mughlrah bin Shuhah, said, “Mu'awiyah wrote to Al-Mughirah 
bin Shu'bah, saying, ‘Write for me what you heard from the 
Messenger of Allah jg.’ So Al-Mughirah called me and I wrote 
for him: *1 heard the Messenger of Allah 5 ^ say when he 
finished praying, 

111 Fath Al-Bari 6:361. 

Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:4. 
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'‘There is no god (worthy of worship) except Allah alone, with 
no partner or associate. To Him be praise and dominion, and 
He is able to do all things. O Allah, there is none who can 
loithhold what You give, and none can give what You 
withhold, and and good fortune and richness in anything 
cannot benefit one against Your willj 


‘And I heard him forbid gossiping, asking too many questions 
and wasting money, burying girls alive, disobeying one's 
mother, and withholding from others while asking from 
them.’” 111 This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, 
with several chain of narration.* 2 * 

It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Said Al-Khudri, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When the Messenger of 
Allah raised his head from bowing, he would say: 


*JtU-Ul I^a .U^Jl vii) Ljj (^ill nx^>- ibl 

ijlf. Sii UlSj -lliil Jli U J*-\ iJ>UJl^ »llijl jjfcl tJlij ciy 
«iyi iiL iJi il ij uj jjd, ij duUi uj ^u v ^iji 


8 Allah hears those who praise Him. O Allah, our Lord, to You 
be praise, filling the heavens and the earth, and filling whatever 
You wish besides. O Allah, the One deserving praise and glory. 
The truest words that any servant says - and all of us are Your 
servants - are: O Allah, there is none who can withlwld what 
You give, and none can give what You withlwld, and no 
wealth or majesty can benefit anyone against Your willy* 3 * 

This Ayah is like the Ayah: 


yi 2iji yi iil 


o0 


iAnd if Allah toucltes you with harm, there is none who can 
remove it but He; and if He intends any good for you, there is 
none who can repel His favor} (10:107). 

111 Ahmad 4:250. 

121 Fath Al-Bari 2 :378 11 :137, 521, Muslim 1 :414, 415. 

* 3 * Muslim 1:347. 
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And there are many 
similar Ayat. 
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<3. O mankind 1 . 
Remember the grace of 
Allah upon you! Is there 
any creator other than 
Allah who provides for 
you from the sky (rain) 
and the earth? La ilaha 
ilia Huwa. How then 
are you turning away 
(from Him)?} 

The Evidence of 
Tawhid 

Allah shows His 
servants that they 
should worship Him Alone, for just as He is Independent in 
His power of creation and provision, so He should be 
worshipped Alone with no partners or associates such as idols 
and false gods. So Allah says: 

4 4 V> 
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4La i/a/ia ilia Huwa. How then are you turning away (from 
Him)?} 


meaning, ‘how can you turn away from Him after this has 
been made clear and this proof has been made obvious, but 
you still worship idols and false gods?’ And Allah knows best. 
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^4. And if they deny you, so were Messengers denied before 
you. And to Allah return all matters.} 

i5. O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true. So, let 
not this present life deceive you, and let not the chief deceiver 
deceive you about Allah.} 

46. Surely, Shay tan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as 
an enemy. He only invites his followers tlmt they may become 
the dwellers of the blazing Fire.} 


Consolation in the fact that the previous Messengers 
were denied, and a reminder of the Resurrection 

Allah says: ‘Even if these idolators who associate others with 
Allah disbelieve in you, O Muhammad, and go against the 
Message of Tawhid that you have brought, you have an 
example in the Messengers who came before you.’ They also 
brought a clear Message to their people and told them to 
worship Allah alone, but their people denied them and went 
against them. 

£0 3]j} 

4And to Allah return all matters (for decision).} 
means, *We will requite them for that in full.’ Then Allah says: 

4 <> *i>' S &if 

40 mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true.} 
meaning the Resurrection will undoubtedy come to pass. 

4Qk $£K &} 

4So, let not this present life deceive you,} 

means, this life is as nothing in compare to the great good 
that Allah has promised to His close friends and the followers 
of His Messengers, so do not let these transient attractions 
distract you from that which is lasting.’ 

4-lfr*^ J»t 'tj} 

4and let not the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.} 
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This refers to Shaytdn, as stated by Ibn ‘Abbas,' 1 ' may Allah 
be pleased with him. Meaning, do not let the Shaytdn tempt 
you and divert you away from following the Messengers of 
Allah and believing what they say, for he is the chief deceiver 
and arch-liar. This Ayah is like the Ayah that appears at the 
end of Surah Luqmdn. 


it SfJ Cti s£i> 


ilet not then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the 
chief deceiver deceive you about Allah} (31:33). 

Then Allah tells us of the enmity of Iblis towards the sons of 
Adam: 


oliu V* £ 'Jdii & 


iSurely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an 
enemy .4 

meaning, Tie has declared his enmity towards you, so be even 
more hostile towards him, oppose him and do not believe the 
things with which he tries to tempt you.’ 

4-J^' lyfQ 


4He only invites his followers that they may become the 
dwellers of the blazing Fire.4 


means. Tie only wants to misguide you so that you will enter 
the blazing Fire with him.’ This is a manifest enemy, and we 
ask Allah, the All-Powerful and Almighty to make us enemies 
of Shaytdn and to make us followers of the Book of Allah and 
of the way of His Messengers. For He is able to do whatever 
He wills and He will respond to all supplication. This is like 
the Ayah: 


JSj jj! , 


4And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate 
yourselves unto Adam." So they prostrated themselves except 
Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as 


m 


At-Tabari 20:438. 
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protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to 
you? What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers .> 
(18:50) 
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47- Those wlw disbelieve, theirs will be a severe torment; and 
those who believe and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be 
forgiveness and a great reward.) 

48. Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made 
fairseeming, so that he considers it as good? Verily, Allah setids 
astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills. So destroy 
not yourself in sorrow for them. Truly, Allah is the All-Knower 
of what they do!) 


The Punishment of the Disbeliever and the Reward of 
the Believer on the Day of Resurrection 

Having stated that the ultimate destiny of the followers of Iblis 
will be the blazing Fire, Allah then tells us that for those who 
disbelieve there will be a severe punishment. This is because 
they obeyed the Shay tan and disobeyed Ar-Rahman. And He 
tells us that those who believed in Allah and His Messengers 

\f^r 3 ) 

4 and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be forgiveness) 
meaning, from whatever sins they did, 


iand a great reward.) for the good deeds that they did. Then 
Allah says: 


jL\ / y' r >-> *'-> '"'Iv 


4/s he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fairseeming, 
so that he considers it as good?$ 

meaning, 'such as disbelievers or immoral persons who do evil 
deeds and believe that they are doing something good, i.e M a 
person who is like that has been misguided by Allah, so what 
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can you do for him? You cannot help him at all.* 

iVerily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides whom 
He wills.$ means according to His decree. 

J£s 11% 

4So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them.$ 

means, do not grieve about that, for Allah is Wise in His 
decree and He leaves astray whomsoever He leaves astray, and 
He guides whomsoever He guides, and in doing so He has 
perfect knowledge and wisdom. Allah says: 

4'oy^i £ pb 4$ 

4Truly, AUdh is the All-Knower of what they do!$ 
d&jf JU> c*v« Jil* dl J-yl 

^ fcu %Z\ & of cs 

pL % 0%, $ pj %£ *& p zjp, 

>?•-» c r &.>'/. m' 'A > < •< Y \Tt ‘Y'\" ~'.\t '{ (i • 

A-“i ‘Yr*i *1 (f* X) cs- 11 if, J*-* 1 “sD* >-> >“> Ji (*j yV oi 

>**' • s 4* ^4 y^" 'i Hr* tPi X) .A** a} 

49. And it is Allah Who sends the winds, so that they raise up 
the clouds, and We drive them to a dead land, and revive 
therewith the earth after its death. As such (will be) the 
Resurrection!} 

410. Whosoever desires Al-Tzzah then to Allah belongs Al- 
‘Izzah. To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds 
exalt it, but those who plot evils, theirs will be a severe 
torment. And the plotting of such will perish 

ill. And Allah did create you from dust, then from NutfahJ 71 
then He made you pairs. And no female conceives or gives birth 
but with His knowledge. And no aged man is granted a length 
of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. 
Surely, that is easy for AUah.fy 


See volume six, the explanation of Surat Al-Hajj 22 :4, and Surat Al- 
Mu’minun 23:13 in volume six. 
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Evidence of Life after Death 


Often Allah refers to the Resurrection by using the analogy of 
the earth coming back to life after it has died, as in the 
beginning of Surat Al-Hajj, where He urges His servants to 
draw the lesson of the former from the latter. For the earth is 
dead and lifeless, with nothing growing in it, then He sends to 
it clouds which bring water, which He sends down upon it, 

M oi-SV) u*o ooL»l)> 


iit is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely 
kind (of growth)} (22:5). 


So too, when Allah wishes to resurrect the bodies, He will 
send rain from beneath the Throne which will cover the whole 
earth, and the bodies will grow in their graves like seeds grow 
in the earth. It says in the Sahih: 


„ » Z + » >* ' * ** 

8 41 * 




•Every part of the son of Adam will disintegrate apart from the 
coccyx, from which he was created and from him he will be 
made aneio.^ 


Allah says: 

$£} 


iAs such (will be) the Resurrection!} According to the Hadith of 
Abu Razin: “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will Allah bring 
the dead back to life? What is the sign of that in His creation?’ 
He jg said: 

^ ^ sIXajJ O^j yt Lai 

“O Abu Razin, do you not pass through the valley of your 
people (and see it) arid and barren, then you pass through it 
(and see it) stirred (to life) and green?* 

I said, *¥68.’ He said: 

«77u<s roill Allah bring the dead back to life .*’^ 

111 Muslim 4:2271. 

Ahmad 4:12. 
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Honor, Power and Glory in this World and in the 
Hereafter come only by obeying Allah 


itSr & ijS % of C& 


iWhosoever desires Al-'hzah then to Allah belongs all Al- 
'Izzah.$ 


means, whoever desires honor, power and glory in this world 
and the next, let him be obedient towards Allah, may He be 
exalted. This will help him reach his goal, for Allah is the 
Sovereign of this world and the Hereafter, and to Hun belong 
all honor, power and glory. This is like the Ayat. 


k lyt % kip' Ji 




iThose who take disbelievers for protectors instead of believers, 
do they seek Al-'Izzah with them? Verily, then to Allah belongs 
all honor, power and glory.$ (4:139) 




iAnd let not their speech grieve you, for all Al-‘Izzah belongs 
to Allah » (10:65). 


i'oPk V c&pt kaPJ APJ) 


iBut Al-lzzah belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to 
the believers, but the hypocrites know not} (63:8). 

Mujahid said: 


iWhosoever desires Al-‘Izzah > means, by worshipping idols. 


i&k k kk 

ithen to Allah belongs Al-'Izzah^P 
■fei of 

iWhosoever desires Al-'lzzah then to Allah belongs Al-'Izzah.^ 
means, let him seek honor, power and glory through obeying 


111 At-Tabari 20:443. 
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Allah, may He be glorified.* 1 ’ 


Righteous Deeds ascend to Allah 

444^' aJ!^ 


4To Him ascend the good words,) means, words of remembrance, 
recitation of Qur’an, and supplications. This was the view of 
more than one of the Salaf. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Mukhariq bin Sulaym said that 
“Abdullah bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said to 
them, “If we tell you a Hadith, we will bring you proof of it 
from the Book of Allah. When the Muslim servants says, ‘Glory 
and praise be to Allah, there is no god worthy of worship 
except Allah, Allah is Most Great and blessed be Allah,’ an 
angel takes these words and puts them under his wing, then 
he ascends with them to the heaven. He does not take them 
past any group of angels but they seek forgiveness for the one 
who said them, until he brings them before Allah, may He be 
glorified.” Then ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
recited: 


4/00/ 


4To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds exalt 
if >.” 121 


Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nu‘man bin Bashir, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jfe said: 


L aLS# j aJ L owj 9 j j* <il il'M- <*•’ 

«aj jIp J 


nThose who remember Allah and glory Allah by saying, ‘Glory 
be to Allah, Allah is most Great, all praise is due to Allah and 
La ilaha illdlldh, these words go around the Throne buzzing like 
bees, mentioning those who said them. Would one of you not 
like to have something with Allah mentioning him? d”* 3 * 


1,1 At-Tabari 20:444. 
121 At-Tabari 20:444. 
* 3 * Ahmad 4:268. 
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This was also recorded by Ibn Majah. 111 

^ 

iand the righteous deeds exalt it}. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The good 
word is the remembrance of Allah, may He be exalted, which is 
taken up to Allah, and the righteous deed is the performance of 
obligatoiy duties. Whoever remembers Allah when doing an 
obligatory duty, his deed carries his remembrance of Allah and 
takes it up to Allah, may He be exalted. Whoever remembers 
Allah and does not perform the obligatory duties, his words will 
be rejected, as will his deed.”' 2 ' 


ibul those who plot evils,} Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr and Shahr 
bin Hawshab said, “This refers to those who show off by their 
actions,”^ 3 * i.e., they deceive the people by giving the impression 
that they are obeying Allah, when in fact they are hated by 
Allah for showing off. Allah says: 




itheirs will be severe torment. And the plotting of such xoill 
perish.} 

meaning, it will fail and vanish, for their reality is apparent 
from up close to those who have insight and wisdom. No one 
conceals a secret but Allah will cause it to become known, on 
his face or by a slip of the tongue, or He will cause the person 
to wear it like a cloak (so that everyone will see it). If it is 
good, then the consequences will be good, and if it is bad, 
then the consequences will be bad. The person who shows off 
cannot continue to deceive anyone but the fool, but the 
believers who have insight are not deceived by that; from up 
close, they soon discover it. And nothing at all can be hidden 
from the Knower of the Unseen (Allah). 


111 Ibn Majah 2:1252. 
|2 > At-Tabari 20:445. 
Pl At-Tabari 20:447. 
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Siirah 35. Fatir (9 - 31) (Part-22) _ 

Allah is the Creator and Knower of the Unseen 



4And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,} 

means. He initiated the creation of your father Adam from 
dust, then He created his offspring from semen of worthless 
water. 



ithen He made you pairs.} means, male and female, as a 
kindness and a mercy from Him, He gave you partners from 
your own kind, that you may find repose in them. 

iAnd no female conceives or gives birth but with His 
knowledge.} 

means, He knows about that and nothing is hidden from Him 
at all, but. 






inot a leaf falls, but He knoius it. There is not a graiti in the 
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written 
in a Clear Record.} (6:59) 


We have already discussed in this respect in the Ayah : 
fa jfij? Cj fkCjVi Cj $ 3*2 U &} 


4Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the 
wombs fall short or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) 
proportion. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most 
Great, the Most High.} (13:8-9). 


4U& 4 \ 


» - > - / i'-J >^/> .//V 

tit ot \Ajf 

" / 


4And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut 
off from his life, but is in a Book.} 


means, some of those sperm are granted a long life, which He 
knows and it is recorded with Him in the First Book. 
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Ct 


; 


4nor is a part cut off from his life,$ Here the pronoun (his) refers 
to mankind in general, not to a specific person, because the 
long life which is recorded in the Book and is known by Allah 
will not be cut off. It was reported via Al-'Awfi that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said concerning the Ayah , 


€£ ji $ 4 k 4 \ 



4And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut 
off from his life, but is in a Book . Surely , that is easy for 
Allah > 


There is no one for whom Allah has decreed a long life but he 
will reach the age that has been decreed for him. When he 
reaches the time that has been decreed for him, he will not 
surpass it. And there is no one for whom Allah has decreed a 
short life but it will end when he reaches the age that has 
been decreed for him. Allah says: 




inor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, 
that is easy for Allah.} 

He said, “That is recorded in a Book with Him.” 111 This was 
also the view of Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim. On the other hand, 
some of them said, “The phrase 

oi j-*. 

s 

4And no aged man is granted a length of life} 
means, what He decrees for him of life, and 

if. iit 


inor is a part cut off from his life} means, his time is constantly 
decreasing. All of this is known to Allah year after year, month 
after month, week after week, day after day, hour after hour. 
Everything is written with Allah in His Book.” This was reported 
by Ibn Jarir from Abu Malik,’ 2 ' and was also the view of As- 


m At-Jabari 20:447. 
121 At-Tabari 20:447. 
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Suddi and ‘Ata’ Al- 
Khurasani. 

In the Tafsir of this 
Ayah, An-Nasa’i 
recorded that Anas 
bin Malik, may Allah 
be pleased with him, 
said, “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah 
say: 

^ 0 T* if 1 

*" * 

^Whoever would like to 
have ample provision 
and a long life, let him 
uphold the ties of 
kinship .a”* 1 ' 

It was also recorded 
by Al-Bukhari, 
Muslim and Abu 
Dawud.* 2 * 

4^A-> fiA jt Jib 'o[} 


4 Surely, that is easy for Allah.} means, that is very easy for Him, 
and He has detailed knowledge of all His creation, for His 
knowledge encompasses all things, and nothing at all is hidden 
from Him. 


oj£=>\> / op 1 ^ I v ju> \jU j 

o* \^A J^y* *-• dib <JU- Ofrf* L-J> 


432. And the two seas (kinds of water) are not alike: this is 
palatable, sweet and pleasant to drink, and that is salty and 


An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:438. 

121 Fath Al-B&ri 4:553, Muslim 4:1982, Abu Dawud 2 :321. 
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bitter. And from them both you eat fresh tender meat (fish), 
and derive the ornaments that you wear. And you see the ships 
cleaving, that you may seek of His bounty, and that you may 
give thanks.} 


The Blessings and Signs of Allah 

Allah says, pointing out His mighty power in creating different 
things, how He has created the two seas (kinds of water). The 
fresh, palatable sea (kind of water) refers to the rivers which 
flow among people, rivers great and small according to people’s 
needs in all regions and areas and lands. This water is sweet 
and palatable for whoever wants to drink it. 

ip & 

iand that is salty and bitter.} means, unpalatable. This is the 
ocean in which the big ships sail, and is salty and undrinkable. 
Allah says: 

ip & 

4and that is salty and bittery .} 

Then Allah says: 

i&J> a fr &} 

4And from them both you eat fresh tender meat,} meaning, 
fish. 



4and derive the ornaments that you wear This is like the Ayah: 


i0i$& <%> #r. $£*&&& jSjtf C& 


40ut of them both come out pearl and coral, Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (Jinn and mat) deny?} 
(55:22-23). 


4And you see the ships cleaving,} means, they travel through it, 
plowing through the water with their beak-shaped bows. 
Mujahid said, “The wind drives the ships, and the wind cannot 
drive any ships except the. big ones. 
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4 that you may seek of His bounty,} means, through your journeys 
to engage in trade from one land to another. 




iand that you may give thanks.} means, that you may give 
thanks to your Lord for subjugating this mighty creation - the 
sea - to you, so that you can travel through it as you wish and 
go wherever you want, and nothing stops you; His power has 
subjugated for you whatever is in the heavens and on earth, 
and all of this is by His grace and mercy. 


4 & gw I' 4 jif gJ> 
U .Jjjj cjt jSf 

m & ‘p ‘&S& iJZ v 4 

&t~ 54 X> 


“(23. He merges the night into the day, and He merges the day 
into the night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon, 
each runs its course for a term appointed. Such is Allah, your 
Lord; His is the kingdom. And those, whom you invoke or call 
upon instead of Him, own not even a Qihmr.} 

$14. If you invoke them, they hear your call; and if (in case) 
they were to hear, they could not grant it to you. And on the 
Day of Resurrection, they will disown your xoorshipping them. 
And none can inform you like Him Wlw is the All-Knoxoer.} 


The gods of the Idolaters do not even own a Qipnir 

Another aspect of His perfect power and might is that He has 
subjugated the night with its darkness and the day with its 
light. He takes from the length of the one and adds it to the 
shortness of the other, until they become equal. Then He takes 
from the latter and adds to the former, so one becomes long 
and the other becomes short, so they take from one another in 
summer and in winter. 

4And He has subjected the sun and the moon,} 
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and the stars and planets, with their light. All of them run in 
their appointed courses and in the manner prescribed for 
them, as decreed by the Almighty, All-Knowing. 


jk & 3 > 


ieach runs its course for a term appointed.} means, until the Day 
of Resurrection. 


') iil 


iSuch is Allah, your Lord?} means, the One Who has done all 
this is the Almighty Lord besides Whom there is no other true 
God. 


jt ojfjc £ 

iAnd those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him,} 

means, ‘the idols and false gods whom you claim to be in the 
form of angels who are close to Allah,’ 

iown not even a QitmJr.} Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, ‘Ata’, ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi, Al-Hasan, Qata- 
dah and others said, “This is the thread that is attached to the 
pit of a date.”* 1 * In other words, they do not possess anything 
in the heavens or on earth, not even anything equivalent to this 
Qitmlr. Then Allah says: 

ilfyou invoke them , they hear not your call;} 

means, "the gods upon whom you call instead of Allah, do not 
hear your supplication, because they are inanimate and have 
no soul in them.’ 

4 U j jj} 

iand if (in case) they were to hear, they could not grant it to 

you > 

means, *they are not able to do any of the things that you ask 
them for.* 

m 




At-Tabari 20:453. 
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iAnd on the Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping 
them £ 

means, they will disown you.’ This is like the Ayat 


J-f&J 4 (X) JX. d\, X 'l iX Cfi It*-** j—^ Cr*J^ 

4'ii foXf ft'A m [y^J JUfS pk [y^ \i(f sL^ojiXi- 


}And ivlw is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah, 
such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection, and 
who are (even) unaware of their calls to them? And what 
mankind are gathered, they (false deities) will become their 
enemies and will deny their worshipping.} (46:5-6), and 


ftp oj£>) ^ fX [?£-), <♦!)* 4' Oi 


iAnd they have taken gods besides Allalt, that they might give 
than honor, power and glory. Nay, but they will daiy their 
worship of than, and become opponents to them.} (19:81-82) 


iff & &Z. 


iAnd none can inform you like Him Wlw is the All-Knower.} 


means, no one can tell you about the consequences of things 
and how they will end like the One Who is the All-Knower of 
them. Qatadah said, “He is referring to Himself, may He be 
blessed and exalted, for He undoubtedly tells the truth.”* 1 ! 


\3 4 jisiJif % jM $s> 

<. */'•> > si'.* »' ' %' 'n' ' v 

d[ 4 U 1 - £*> ub mj tub ^ ^ ^cfc 

pp, PM & Ql & li of Jjj iL pi V 

4 4 l & (Jlj .A-jii j t^ji Jo—: 


415. O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah. But 
Allalt is the Rich, Worthy of all praise.} 

416. If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new 
creation.} 

437. And that is not hard for Allah.} 


(i) 


At-Tabari 20:454. 
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418. And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden; and 
if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it 
will be lifted even though he be near of kin. You can 10 am only 
those who fear their Lord unseen and perform the Salah. And 
he xvho purifies himself (from all kinds of sins), then he purifies 
only for the benefit of himself. And to Allah is the Return (of 
all).} 

Mankind is in need of Allah, and each Person will carry 
His own Burdens on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that He has no need of anyone or anything else, 
but all of creation is in need of Him and is in a position of 
humility before Him. He says: 

iS\ 4 % J.U 

iO mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah.} 

meaning, they need Him in all that they do, but He has no 
need of them at all. Allah says: 

iiJX %} 

iBut Allah is the Rich, Worthy of all praise.} meaning, He is 
unique in His being Free of all needs, and has no partner or 
associate, and He is Worthy of all praise in all that He does, 
says, decrees and legislates. 

ilf He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new 
creation.} 

means, if He wanted to. He could destroy you and bring forth 
another people, and this is not difficult or impossible for Him. 
He says: 

^ O’ 

4 And that is not hard for Allah.} 

Allah’s saying: 

iUA $ % O 

4And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden;} 
means, on the Day of Resurrection. 
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iand if one heavily laden 
calls another to (bear) 
his load,} 

means, if the person 
who is carrying a 
heavy burden calls 
someone else to help 
him carry his load, all 
or part of it, 

IS of jlj & Sk & 1} 

inothing of it will be 
lifted even though he be 
near of kin.} 
means, even if he is 
closely-related to him, 
even if he is his 
father or son, for each 
person will be 
preoccupied with his 
own self and his own 
situation. 

Then Allah says: 



4You can warn only those who fear their Lord unseen and 
perform the Salah.} 



means, ‘the only ones who will draw a lesson from what you 
have brought are those. who are possessed of insight and 
wisdom, who fear their Lord and who do as He commands.’ 


<&-i &§ & m } 


4And he who purifies himself, then he purifies only for the 
benefit of himself.} 

means, who does righteous deeds, the benefit of that will come 
back to him. 
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$ &} 

4And to Allah is the Return.} means, to Him everything will 
ultimately return, and He is swift in bringing to account. He 
will reward or punish everyone according to his deeds: if they 
are good, then the end will be good, and if they are bad, then 
the end will be bad. 
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419. Not alike are the blind and the seeing.} 

420. Nor are (depths of) darkness and light.} 

421. Nor are the shade and the sun's heat.} 

422. Nor are the living and the dead. Verily, Allah makes 
whom He wills to hear, but you cannot make hear those who 
are in graves.} 

423. You are only a warmer.} 

424. Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad 
tidings and a wamer. And there never was a nation but a 
warmer had passed among them.} 

425. And if they deny you, those before them also denied. Their 
Messengers came to them with clear signs, and zoith the 
Scriphires, and with the Book giving light.} 

426. Then I took hold of those who disbelieved, and hoiv terrible 
was My denial!} 

The Believer and the Disbeliever are not equal 

Allah says that these antonyms are clearly not equal, the blind 
and the seeing are not equal, there is a difference and a huge 
gap between them. Darkness and light are not equal, neither 
are shade and the sun’s heat. By the same token, the living 
and the dead are not equal. This is the parable Allah makes of 
the believers who are the living, and the disbelievers who are 
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the dead. This is like the Ayat 


X \LZ 4 

i ^ 
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</s he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a 
light (of belief) whereby he can walk amongst men - like him 
who is in the (depths of) darkness from which he can never 
come out?} (6:122), 


&} 


4The parable of the two parties is as that of the blind and the 
deaf and the seer and the hearer. Are they equal when 
compared?} (11:24) 

The believer sees and hears, and walks in the light upon a 
straight path in this world and the Hereafter, until he comes 
to settle in Gardens (Paradise) wherein is shade and springs. 
The disbeliever is blind and deaf, walking in darkness from 
which he cannot escape, he is lost in his misguidance in this 
world and the Hereafter, until he end', up in fierce hot wind 
and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool 
nor good. 

o* gfk & 


4 Verily, Allah makes whom He wills to hear,} 

means. He guides them to listen to the proof and accept it and 
adhere it. 


ibut you cannot make hear those who are in graves.} 

means, ‘just as the dead cannot benefit from guidance and the 
call to truth after they have died as disbelievers and ended up 
in the graves, so too you cannot help these idolators who are 
decreed to be doomed, and you cannot guide them/ 


iYou are only a wamer} means, ‘all you have to do is to convey 
the Message and warn them, and Allah leaves astray whomso¬ 
ever He wills and guides whomsoever He wills.* 
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iVerihj, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad 
tidings and a wamer.} 

means, a bearer of glad tidings to the believers and a wamer 
to the disbelievers. 


ijf yi 4 % O0 


$And there never was a nation but a wamer had passed among 
them.} ‘ ° 


means, there was never any nation among the sons of Adam 
but Allah sent wamers to them, and left them with no excuse. 
This is like the Ayat. 


i}& /A 



$You are only a wamer, and to every people there is a guide} 
(13:7). 




verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger 
(proclaiming): ‘‘Worship Allah, and avoid all false deities." 
Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of than were 
some upon whom the straying was justified} (16:36). 

And there are many similar Ayat. 
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iAnd if they deny you, those before them also denied. Their 
Messengers came to them with clear signs,} 

means, clear miracles and definitive proofs. 



iand with the Scriptures,} means, the Books. 


iand with the Book giving light.} means, clear and obvious. 
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iThen I took hold of those ivho disbelieved ,$ 

means, ‘despite all of this, they denied the Messengers and the 
Message they brought, so I seized them, i.e., with My 
punishment.’ 


iand how terrible was My denial!} means, ‘how great and intense 
and terrible do you think My punishment was?' And Allah 
knows best. 


P ft? ^ op -A & £2lf « $ fit % j P? 

jJjft Ji\ ^ pi.; JL 

ip 3 %s3ar >jL 


427. See you not that Allah sends doivn water from the skif, 
and We produce therewith fruits of various colors, and among 
the mountains are Judad, white and red, of varying colors and 
(others) Charabib black.)* 

428 .And likewise, men and moving creature and cattle are of 
various colors. It is only those among His servants who have 
knowledge that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Almighty, Oft- 
Forgiving. ? 


The Perfect Power of Allah 


Allah tells us of His complete and perfect power of creation. He 
tells us how He makes different lands of things from one 
thing, which is the water that He sends down from the 
heaven. From water He brings forth fruits of various colors, 
yellow, red, green, white and other colors, as we can see in the 
immense variety of their colors, tastes and scents. This is like 
another Ayah where Allah says: 


O'j—* j-jfj Jjf 

^ <j oj ^£s=?i\ fj Jam J+-J 


iAttd in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of 
vines, and green crops, and date palms, growing into two or 
three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the 
same water; yet some of them We make more excellent than 
others to eat. Verily, in these things there are Ayat for the 
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people who understand.} (13:4) 

^r^-j o^. 

iand among the mountains are Judad, white and red, of 
varying colors} 


means. He created the mountains like this, with different 
colors, as we also see that there are indeed white and red 
mountains, and in some of them there are streaks which are 
also of varying colors. Ibn ‘Abbas said Al-Judad means 
pathways. This was also the view of Abu Malik, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi. And there are some mountains which 
are very black. ‘Ikrimah said, “Al-Gharabtb means mountains 
which are high and black. This was also the view of Abu 
Malik, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and Qatadah. [1) Ibn Jarir said, 
“When the Arabs describe something as being very black, they 
say Ghirbib.” 




iAnd likewise, men and moving creatures and cattle are of 
various colors.} 

means, the same is true of living creatures too, humans and 
animals, sill creatures which walk on their feet, and cattle. 
Here something general is followed by something specific. 
These are all different too, for among mankind there are 
Berbers, Ethiopians and some non-Arabs who are very black, 
and Slavs and Romans who are very white, and the Arabs who 
are in between, and the Indians. Allah says in another Ayah: 

iand the difference of your languages and colors. Verily, in 
that are indeed signs far men of sound knowledge} (30:22). 

Similarly, animals and cattle vary in their colors, even within 
one species, and a single animal may have patches of different 
colors. Blessed be Allah, the Best of creators. 

Allah then says: 



m 


At-Tabari 20:461. 
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fit is only those who have knowledge among His servants that 
fear Allah .} 

meaning, only those who have knowledge truly fear Him as He 
should be feared, because the more they know about the 
Almighty, All-Powerful, All-Knowing Who has the most perfect 
attributes and is described with the most beautiful Names, the 
more they will fear Him. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on 
the Ayah: 

i\g&\ U»> 


ilt is only those who have knowledge among His servants tliat 
fear Allah.} 

those who know that Allah is able to do all things.* 1 * Ibn 
‘Abbas said, “The one among His servants who knows about 
Ar-Rahman, is the one who does not associate anything in 
worship with Him; the one who accepts as lawful that which 
He has permitted and accepts as unlawful that which He has 
prohibited. He obeys His commands and is certain that he will 
meet Him and be brought to account for his deeds. Said bin 
Jubayr said, “Fear is what stands between you and disobeying 
Allah, may He be glorified.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “The 
knowledgeable person is the one who fears Ar-Rahman with 
regard to the Unseen, who likes that which Allah wants him to 
like, and who shuns that which angers Allah.” Then Al-Hasan 
recited: 




ilt is only those among His servants who have knowledge that 
fear Allah. Verily, Alldh is Almighty, Oft-Forgiving 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Hayyan At-Taymi from 
a man who said, “It used to be said that the knowledgeable 
are of three types: (first) one who knows Allah and the 
command of Allah, (second) one who knows Allah but does not 
know the command of Allah, and (third) one who knows the 
command of Allah but does not know Allah. The one who 
knows Allah and the command of Allah is the one who fears 


m 


At-Tabari 20:462. 
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Allah and knows the limits (£fudud) and the obligatory duties 
(Fara’idj. The one who knows Allah but does not know the 
command of Allah is the one who fears Allah but does not 
know the limits (Hudud) and the obligatory duties ( Fara’id ). 
The one who knows the command of Allah but does not know 
Allah is the one who knows the limits (Hudud) and the 
obligatory duties ( Fara’id) but does not fear Allah.” 



Hi \p3j M OT 1$ 








429. Verily, those who recite the Book of Allah, and perform 
the Salah, and spend out of xvhat We have provided for them, 
secretly and openly, they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will 
never perish 

i30. That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them 
(even) more, out of His grace. Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Ready to appreciate.)> 


The Muslims will be the Ones Who gain in the Hereafter 


Here Allah tells us that His believing servants, who recite and 
believe in His Book, and do the deeds prescribed in it such as 
establishing regular prayer at the prescribed times, night and 
day, spending (in charity) out of that which Allah has provided 
for them secretly and openly. 



4 they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will never perish. )> 

means, they hope for a reward from Allah which will inevitably 
be theirs. Allah says: 




iThat He may pay them their wages in full, and give them 
(even) more, out of His graced 

meaning, that He may give them a reward for what they have 
done, and multiply it by adding more, such as has never 
occurred to them. 
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jLi^C-4ls><2l4_ |jp -^r^OtQ J^-^j.U-*i>b-^ 


^Verity, He is Oft- 
Forgiving,$ means, He 
forgives their sins, 

as^i 

iMost Ready to 
appreciate .$> means, He 
appreciates even a lit¬ 
tle of their good deeds. 


Cri 

ijJj LJ U j .rtJ (J»Jt _J* 

!JJJ *oL*jl) ^ (j| Jo 



431. Arid what We have 
revealed to you of the 
Book, it is the (very) 
truth confirming that 
which ivas (revealed) be¬ 
fore it. Verily, Allah is 
indeed All-Aware and 
All-Seer of His 
servants.} 


The Qur'an is The true Book of Allah 

i&i nxj o3^ 


iAnd what We have revealed to you} - ‘O Muhammad, of the 
Book,’ i.e., the Qur’an, 


4*i; & D is^i &$ ft 


iit is the (very) truth confirming that which was (revealed) 
before it.} 

means, of the previous books. It confirms them just - as they 
bore witness to the coming of the Qur’an and that it would be 
sent down from the Lord of the worlds. 

45wv -5-jJ S#l Q} 
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iVerily, Allah is indeed All-Aware and All-Seer of His 
servants 


means, He is All-Aware of them and knows who deserves to 
receive the blessing which He may give to him and not to 
others, the Prophets and the Messengers are favored above the 
rest of mankind, and some of the Prophets were given more 
than others and given higher status than others. The position 
given to Muhammad gg is higher than that of all the others, 
may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon them all. 


(*tHJ Lllk J\ ujjlf Cv&S (0 'ft 


432. Then YJe gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our 
servants whom We chose. Then of them are some who wrong 
themselves, and of them are some ivho follow a middle course, 
and of them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in 
good deeds. Tint - that is indeed a great grace.t 


The Inheritance of the Qur’an is of three kinds 

Allah says: Then We made those who uphold the Book 
confirming what came before, the one whom We have chosen 
from among Our servants. They are this Ummah, who Eire 
divided into three types.’ 

Allah says: 

4Then of them are some who wrong themselves, t 

these are the ones who are careless about doing some 
obligatory actions, and who commit some forbidden actions. 

iand of than are some who follow a middle course,t 
these are the ones who fulfill their obligations Eind avoid things 
that are forbidden, but they may neglect some good deeds and 
do some things which are disliked. 

iand of them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foranost in 
good deeds.t 
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these are the ones who do obligatory actions and things which 
are encouraged, and who avoid doing unlawful and disliked 
actions, and avoid some actions which are permissible. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on 
the Ayah: 


4^4 St 4*4 si' 44" G& p 


iThen We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants 
whom We chose.} 


“This refers to the Ummah of Muhammad jg. Allah caused it 
to inherit every Book that He had revealed; those who wrong 
themselves will be forgiven, those who follow a middle course 
will have an easy accounting, and those who are foremost in 
good deeds will enter Paradise without being brought to 
account.”' 1 ' Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani reported from Ibn 
‘Abbas that the Messenger of Allah jg said one day: 

«^f ^ I j* US» 

intercession will be for those among my Ummah who 
commit major sinsJ ” 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Those who 
are foremost in good deeds will enter Paradise without being 
brought to account; those who follow a middle course will 
enter Paradise by the mercy of Allah; and those who wrong 
themselves and Ashab Al-A'raf 2 ^ will enter Paradise by the 
intercession of Muhammad ig.”* 31 
It was also reported from a number of the Salaf that those 
among this Ummah who wrong themselves are still among 
those whom Allah has chosen, even though they are imperfect 
and fell short [by not adhering to the straight path]. Others 
said that those who wrong themselves are not part of this 
Ummah and are not among those whom Allah has chosen and 
who inherited the Book. The correct view is that they are also 
part of this Ummah. 


^ At-Tabari 20 :465. 

,2) See volume four, the Tafsir of Surat Al-A*rdf[ 7:46j. 
I 3 * At-Tabarani 11:189. 
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The Virtues of the Scholars 


The scholars are the most fortunate of people with regard to 
this blessing, and the most entitled to this mercy. Imam 
Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Qays bin 
Kathlr said, “One of the people of Al-Madlnah came to Abu Ad- 
Darda\ may Allah be pleased with him, when he was in 
Damascus. [Abu Ad-Darda'] said, What brought you here, my 
brother?’ He said, ‘A Hadith which I heard that you narrate 
from the Messenger of Allah 36-’ He said, ‘Have you come for 
trade?’ He said, “No.’ He said, ‘Have you come for any other 
reason?’ He said, ‘No.’ He said, “Have you come only to seek 
this Hadith?’ He said, “Yes.’ He, may Allah be pleased with him 
said, *1 heard the Messenger of Allah jg say: 


o\j i£»Jl y f ^ •ill JUL. i tJU J...Ua \ -.111— 0 

i 1 jJUI] .jlj iwJUaJ 

fili\ J ojS Jjliil fat- jjujl t.UJl ^ 

N j IjlLj pi OJj i.LLiVl 4 j jj pJJ JLJUJl j! 5L* 

j Jb-t Aj JU-I ipjl^Jl tljl^ i 


^Whoever fallows a path to seek kncnoledge, Allah will shmo 
him the way to Paradise. The angels lower their wings being 
pleased with the one xoho seeks knowledge. Whoever is in the 
heavens and on earth, even the fish in the sea, ask far 
forgiveness far the scholar. The superiority of the scholar over 
the worshipper is like that of the moon over all other heavenly 
bodies. The scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, far the 
Prophets did not leave behind Dinars and Dirhams, bid they 
left behind knowledge; and whoever receives it, receives an 
abundance of good fortune 


It was also reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah. 121 


£ <£0; $£ yiS o; id b 4 ■>& QjiX 
Gill <£>\ Cfjjf xli ili \j&j 


Ahmad 5:196. 

^ Abu Dawud 4 :157, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :450, Ibn Majah 1:81. 
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133. ‘Adn (Gardens) zoill they enter, therein will they be 
adorned zoith bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments 
therein will be of silk.$ 

134. And they zoill say: “All praise and thanks be to Allah, 
Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, our Lord is indeed 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate."} 

135. “Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will 
last forever, where toil will touch us not nor weariness zoill 
touch us."} 

Allah tells us that those whom He chose among His servants, 
those who inherited the Book which was revealed from the 
Lord of the worlds, will, on the Day of Resurrection, have an 
abode in Everlasting Gardens which they will enter on the Day 
when they are raised anew and meet Allah. 

<yJ>i o* Cri 

^therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls,} 

It was recorded in the SahVx from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah jg said: 

SlLjl 

'‘The ornaments of the believer will reach as far as his 
Wudii'.» l ' ] 



$and their garments therein will be of silk.} 

For this reason it is forbidden for them (the males) in this 
world, but Allah will permit it for them in the Hereafter. It was 
recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah jg said: 

•syr^ 1 Jl till* ^ jij^\ (j-4 O* 1 

«Whoever wears silk in this world, will not wear it in the 
Hereafter .n* 2 * 


111 Muslim 1:219. 

® Fath Al-Bari 10:296. This applies only to males. 




152 


Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


And he said: 

«It is for than in this world, and for you in the Hereafter .» |11 

42-31 & aif &J 


iAnd they will say: "All the praises and tfuinks be to Allah, 
Who has removed from us (all) grief..."} 

which means fear of everything that is feared; it has been 
lifted from us and we have been relieved of all that we used to 
fear of the anxieties of the world and the Hereafter. 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said, 
“He forgives them for their major sins, and appreciates even 
the smallest of their good deeds.” 

4.4-^ ex jij ull aif> 


4Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last 
forever,} 

means, Who has given us this position and status out of His 
grace and blessing and mercy, for our good deeds are not 
equivalent to this.’ It was reported in the Sahih that the 
Messenger of Allah ^ said: 

«ojl loif feZ 


“None of you will enter Paradise by virtue of his good deeds J 
They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, 

4ll f y Xj tj (ji Nt Ul 


«Not even me, unless Allah encompasses me with His mercy 
and grace .» |21 


iZ£ tlZ % £ ££ 


iwhere toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us.} 

means, neither hardship nor exhaustion will touch us. The 
words translated here as “toil” and “weariness” both mean 
exhaustion, as if what is meant by the negation of both is that 


111 Path Al-Bdri 10:296. 
121 Path Al-Bdri 10:132. 
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neither their bodies nor their souls will become exhausted; 
and Allah knows best. They used to exhaust themselves in 
worshipping this world, but their obligations will come to an 
end when they enter Paradise, where they will enjoy eternal 
rest and repose. Allah says: 


4 7" ti, fcjjk 


iEat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before 
you in days past!} (69:24) 


y >- 4 ^ «-4x^ Vj yafc V Jo s-V Jjbf 

t£jjl ji. UU~> 

iajlu a && ^ ^ ~ a ^ i$ & &=* 


436. But tlwse who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell. 
Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus do 
We requite every disbeliever !} 

437. Therein they will cry : “Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall 
do righteous good deeds, not that we used to do." (Allah will 
reply:) “Did We not give you lives long enough, so that 
whosoever would receive admonition could receive it? And the 
wamer came to you. So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is 
no helper."} 


The Punishment of the Disbeliever and what Their State 
will be in Hell 


Having told us how the blessed will be (in Paradise), Allah now 
starts to tell us what the state of doomed will be. He says: 


4&3 && V 


6 ^ \fj& ujo} 


iBut those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell. 
Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die} 

This is like the Ayah: 

4 # Sk % & 


iWherein he will neither die nor live} (20:74). 
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It was reported in Sahih Muslim that the Messenger of Allah jg 
said: 


N J p-A jitSl lil“ 


“As for the people of Hell who will dwell therein, they zoill neither 
live nor die there.^ 

And Allah says: 


J3i 3 b 5»j> 


4A»rf they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): "O Malik! Let your 
Lord make an end of us” He zoill say: "Verily, you shall abide 
forever. "y (43:77). 


When they are in this state, they will think that if only they 
could die, it would be a time of rest for them, but that can 
never happen to them. Allah says: 





iNeithcr zoill it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them .y 

This is like the Ayat 


T M r* J ^ 


f J.-f 


/I' . / . i'' ; \ 

.4 .Vi a. A\ V 


iVerily, the criminals zoill be in the torment of Hell to abide 
therein forever. (That) zoill not be lightened for them, and they 
zoill be plunged into destruction zoith deep regrets, sorrozos and 
in despair therein.y (43:74-75). 


\ v: 




"l* \ 

u &=*y 


izohenever it abates. We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Firey (17:97), and 

Vt Ji \)>jAy 


iSo taste you. No mcrease shall We give you, except in 
torment.y (78:30). 

Then Allah says: 

Mtry 


*** Muslim 1:172. 
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iThus do We requite every disbeliever!$ 

meaning, this is the recompense of everyone who disbelieved 
in his Lord and denied the truth. 




iTherein they will cry ^ means, they will call out in the Fire, 
beseeching Allah with their voices: 




i“Our Lord! Bring us out , we s/w// do righteous good deeds, 
not that ive used to do.”$ 


which means, they will ask to go back to the worldly life so 
that they can do something different to the first deeds they 
did. But Allah, may He be glorified, knows that if He sent 
them back to this world, they would go back to what they had 
been forbidden to do, and He knows that they are lying, so He 
will not respond to their plea. This is like the Ayah where 
Allah tells us that they will say: 


ill rdJiL li}j Jt 

4 ! 'ti 


iTheti is there any way to get out (of the Fire). (It will be 
said): "Tin’s is because , when Allah Alone was invoked you 
disbelieved (denied), but when partners were joined to Him f 
you believed!) (40:11,12) 

i.e., There will be no response for you because you were like 
that; if you were to return to this world, you would just go 
back to that which you had been forbidden to do.’ Allah says 
here: 


^ jS * ~ u tit 


iDid We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever 
would receive admonition could receive it? And the wamer 
came to you > 

meaning, ‘did you not live for long enough in the world that if 
you were to be among those who would benefit from the truth, 
you would have benefited from it during your lifetimes?’ 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet j£r said: 
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Jill jiZ\ iii it 
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oii>-1 jup jUo iui 3 -^ -UJ* 

*«3| Jui <bl ;li.f jiJ iJi Ju: 


«AUah has left no excuse for the person who lives to be sixty or 
seventy years old; Allah has left no excuse for him; Allah has 
left no excuse for him .» l ‘ l 


Imam Al-Bukhari also recorded, in the Book of Riqaq in his 
Sahtt i, that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 


^ ^ 'jA \ iiii 


«Allah has left no excuse for a man who reaches the age of 
sixty. »*< 2 ' 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah said: 


tfJj\ 'J jji\ la il. jLf 


S <- • ^ 


ilAftoeper is granted a long life until the age of sixty, Allah has 
left no excuse for fiimj”* 31 


This was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasal in Ar- 
Riqaq.W Because this is the age at which Allah removes any 
excuse from His servants, this is the usual age of people in 
this Ummah, as was reported in the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, who said, “The Messenger of 
Allah ^ said: 




" jjzy o* 




J\ 


r 

0* U 




«77u? usual life span in my Ummah is between sixty and 
seventy years, and only a few pass this age.o ” 

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah in the 
Book of Zuhd [of his Simon). ,S| 


111 Ahmad 2:275. 

121 Fath Al-Bari 11:243. 

131 At-Tabari 20:478. 

I 4 ' Ahmad 2:417, Tuhfat Al-Ashrqf 9:472. 
At-Tirmdhi no. 3550, Ibn Majah no. 4236. 
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iAnd the ivamer came to you.} It was reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, ‘Ikrimah, Abu Ja'far Al-Baqir, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Qatadah and Sufyan bin 
‘Uyaynah said, “This means grey hair.”* 1 ' As-Suddi and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “This means the Messenger 
of Allah ;g” and Ibn Zayd recited, 


{This is a wamer of the (series of) waruers of old.} (53:56).* 2 ' 


This is the correct view according to Shayban who narrated 
that Qatadah said, “Proof will be established against them by 
the fact that they lived long enough and that Messengers came 
to them.” 131 This is also the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is 
the apparent meaning of the Ayah: 




iAnd they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): “O Malik! Let your 
Lord make an end of us." He will say : "Verily, you shall abide 
forever." Indeed We have brought the truth to you, but most of 
you have a hatred for the truth .K43:77-78) 


meaning: *We showed you the truth clearly through the 
Messengers, but you rejected it and opposed it.’ And Allah says: 






fro 


iAnd We never punish until We have sent a Messenger} (17:15). 


C UiJ 4 1% Z $ 


$2# & $ V* g % $ £*> 
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iEvery time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: "Did 
no wamer come to you?" They will say: "Yes, indeed a wamer 
did come to us, but we denied him and said: ‘Allah never sent 
down anything; you are only in great error'."} (67:8-9). 


i^4 cit 

^ Al-Baghawi 3:573. 

121 At-Tabari 20:478. 

131 AcL-Durr Al-Manthur 7:32. 









259 


Surah 35. Fatir (39 - 40) (Part-22) 


iHe it is Who has made you successors gaierations after 
generations in the earth,} 

meaning, all people succeed one another, generation after 
generation. This is like the Ayah: 

iand makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after 
generations} (27:62). 



iso whosoever disbelieves, on him will be his disbelief.} 

means, he and no one else will have to bear the consequences 
of that. 




iAnd the disbelief of the disbelievers adds nothing but hatred of 
their Lord.} 


means, the longer they persist in their disbelief, the more 
Allah hates them, and the longer they persist in it, the more 
they and their families will lose on the Day of Resurrection. 
This is in contrast to the believers, for the longer they live and 
do good deeds, the higher their status in Paradise will be, the 
greater their reward, and the more beloved they will be to their 
Creator. 


<4 4/4 (A iff W <3jJ\ oji ji/ 

Jt p ot 1*^—^ ol. D\) tjlj 'ijy o' o^V'j Cj'p- 3' 
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140. Say: "Have you considered your partners zohoui you call 
upon besides Allah? Show Me, zoltat they have created of the 
earth. Or have they any share in the heavens? Or have We 
given them a Book, so that they act on clear proof therefrom? 
Nay, the wrongdoers promise one another nothing but 
delusions."} 

141. Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they 
should move aiuay from their places, and if they were to move 
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4He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by 
His leave} (22:65), and 


4 •! j\ fji o' ot)} 

4And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand 
by His command} (30:25). 

oi o[ U'j 


4and if they were to move away from their places, there is not 
one that could grasp them after Him.} 

means, no one can make them stay and preserve them except 
Him. He is Ever Most Forbearing and Oft-Forgiving because He 
sees His servants disbelieving in Him and disobeying Him, yet 
He is patient and gives them time, He waits and does not 
hasten the punishment, and He conceals the faults of others 
and forgives them. He says: 

4& Of & ft} 


4Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.} 

i fft ofj'J” 4 V) U jX 

it 'J jj it ob li £ SjjVt ZZ vi & :£\ 


442. And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a 
wamer came to them, they would be more guided than any of 
the nations; yet when a wamer came to them, it increased in 
them nothing but flight (from the truth).} 

443. (They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land 
and their plotting of evil. But the evil plot encompasses only 
him who makes it. Then, can they expect anything (else) but 
the Sunnah (way of dealing) of the peoples of old? So, no 
change will you find in Allah's Sunnah, and no himing off will 
you find in Allah's Sunnah.} 
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They longed for a Warner to come, but when He came, 
They disbelieved in Him 


Allah tells us how Quraysh and the Arabs swore by Allah their 
most binding oath before the Messenger came to them, 




ithat if a wamer came to them, they would be more guided 
than any of the nations;} 


i.e., than any of the nations to whom Messengers had been 
sent. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak and others. This is like 
the Ayat. 


ftrU *&&& ot 4 & 

aj lir jjs.it ^ "33 4# TS 3> ji 


iLest you (pagan Arabs) should say: "The Book was sent down 
only to two sects before us, and for our part, we were in fact 
unaware of what they studied." Or lest you should say : "If 
only the Book had been sent down to its, we would surely have 
been better guided than they." So, now has come unto you a 
clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy. Who 
then does more wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah 
and turns away therefrom?} (6:156-157) 


Aft jjil Ju. KJ .'y.cjJjV' Ji bx^ o' j5 


iAnd indeed they (Arab pagans) used to say: "If we had a 
reminder as had the men of old, We would have indeed been the 
chosen servants of Allah!" But they disbelieve therein, so they 
will come to know!} (37:167-170) 

Allah says: 

iyet when a wamer came to them,} - meaning, Muhammad 
with the Book revealed to him, i.e., the Clear Qur’an, 

■*) 

}it increased in than nothing but flight (from the truth).} 
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means, they only increased in their disbelief. Then Allah 
explains this further: 

iof^ 4 

i(They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land} 
means, they were too arrogant to follow the signs of Allah. 

iand their plotting of evil. } means, they plotted to prevent people 
from following the path of Allah. 

\ i ^ u ij* 


iBut the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it.} 

means, the evil consequences of that will come back upon 
them and not on others. 



>x 


iThen, can they expect anything (else) but the Sunnah (way of 
dealing) of the peoples of old?} 


meaning, the punishment of Allah for disbelieving in His 
Messengers and going against His command. 


i^.X* A ? ' J Jlj} 


iand no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah.} 

means, it does not change or alter, and this is what happens 
to every disbeliever. 

it cb 4 jj} 


iand no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah.} means, 




yi t 




'it $ %} 


iBut when Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no 
turning back of it} (13:11). 


This means, no one can remove that from them or ward it off 
from them. And Allah knows best. 
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servants.} 


it ^ f^p ;l£ 

4^ 3 - ^™*aJ . a jL^Lu 

444. Have they not 
traveled in the land, and 
seen what was the end of 
those before them - 
though they were super¬ 
ior to them in power? 
Allah is not such that 
anything in the heavens 
or in the earth escapes 
Him. Verily, He is All- 
Knowing, All-Able.} 

445. And if Allah were 
to punish men for that 
which they earned, He 
would not leave a mov¬ 
ing creature on the sur¬ 
face of the earth; but He 
gives them respite to an 
appointed term, and 
when their term comes, 
then verily, Allah is 
Ever All-Seer of His 


Remember the Bad Consequences of disbelieving in the 
Prophets 

Allah says: ‘say, O Muhammad, to these people who disbelieve 
the Message you have brought: travel in the land and see what 
was the punishment of those who disbelieved the Messengers, 
how Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (end awaits) 
the disbelievers. See how their homes were emptied of them and 
how they lost everything after living in luxury and being so 
numerous and so well equipped, and having so much wealth and 
so many children. All of that was of no avail to them and could 
not protect them in the slightest from the punishment of Allah 
when the command of the Lord came. Nothing is impossible for 






Him when He wants it to happen in the heavens or on earth.’ 

4Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Able.} means, He knows all that 
exists and is able to do all things. 


The Wisdom behind delaying the Punishment 

Then Allah says: 


4And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned. 
He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the 
earth;} 


meaning, if He were to punish them for all of their sins, He 
would destroy all the people of the earth and all that they own 
of livestock and crops. 

Said bin Jubayr and As-Suddi commented on the Ayah: 




$He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the earth;} 

“This means, He would have stopped sending rain to them, 
and all the animals would have died as a result.” 

fi A •&£ &¥ 

$but He gives them respite to an appointed term,} 
means, but He is delaying until the Day of Resurrection, when 
He will bring them to account and will reward or punish each 
one according to his deeds: He will reward those who obeyed 
Him and will punish those who disobeyed Him. He says: 

of £ 4U (33 i'# 

iand when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All- 
Seer of His servants.} 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Fatir. All praise and 
gratitude is due to Allah. 
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The Tafsir of Surah Yd Sin 
(Chapter - 36) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of Surah Yd Sin 


Al-Hafiz Abu Yala recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah said: 


«3 ju-oJt i4j Ji> 1 jU- 'j'} ‘3 J. j-i *3* j* 1 


(i Whoever recites Ya Sin in the night, will wake up forgiven, 
and whoever recites Ha Mim in which Ad-Dukhan (the Smoke) 
is mentioned, will wake up forgiven .» 

Its chain of narration is good (Jayyid) 

Ibn Hibban recorded in his Sahth that Jundub bin ‘Abdullah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 
jg said: 

“3 'jJ- J>-j '/■ «3)l J-j Jlicjl 33 ^ |_r-i ^ 


“Whoever recites Ya Sin in the night, seeking the Face of 
Allah, will be forgiven .» |21 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


Y f+i Jc- J>1' 


jjJ U Uj> ... \ \ 




1*1 Musnad Abi Ya'la, 11:93. These two narrations are not authentic. 
As for Ibn Kathir saying that the chain from Abu Hurayrah is good, 
it is narrated by him from Al-Hasan, which is a link that is not 
verified by the scholars of Hadith. So Ibn Hajar (At-Taqnb) said, “Al- 
Hasan did not hear from Abu Hurayrah.” Perhaps Ibn Kathir was of 
the opinion that it was possible that he did. 

^ Ibn Hibban -4:121. 
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il. Yd Sin.) 

42 • By the Qur'an, full of wisdom,) 

43. Truly, you are one of the Messengers,) 

44. On the straight path.) 

45. Sent down by the Almighty, the Most Merciful,) 

46. In order that you may warn a people whose forefathers were 
not warned, so they are heedless.) 

47. Indeed the Word has proved true against most of them, so 
they will not believe.) 


The Messenger ^ was sent as a Warner 

We have already discussed the individual letters at the 
beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. 

4By tfie Qur'an, fill of wisdom) means, Al-Muhkam (perfect) 
which falsehood cannot come to from before it or behind itJ 1 ^ 


iTruly, you} means, O Muhammad, 





iare one of the Messengers, on the straight path.} 

means, following a straight methodology and religion, and an 
upright Law. 


4Sent down by the Almighty, the Most Merciful.) 

means, this path which you have brought is a revelation from 
the Lord of might Who is Most Merciful to His believing 
servants. This is like the Ayah: 


U?-J 




4QJJ&1 \ Vi 


4And verily, you are indeed guiding (mankind) to the straight 


m 


See Surah FussUat 41:42. 
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path. The path of Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the 
heavens and all that is on the earth. Verily, to Allah all matters 
return.} (42:52-53). 




iln order that you may warn a people whose forefathers were 
not warned, so they are heedless.} 

This refers to the Arabs, for no wamer had come to them 
before him. The fact that they alone are mentioned does not 
mean that others are excluded, just as mentioning some 
individuals does not mean that sill others are excluded. We 
have already mentioned the Ayat and Mutawatir Hadiths 
which state that the mission of the Prophet is universal, 
when we discussed the meaning of the Ayah: 

s 


iSay: "O mankind! Verily, 1 am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allah."} (7:158). 

ilndeed the Word has proved true against most of them,} 

Ibn Jarir said, “The punishment has become inevitable for 
most of them, because Allah has decreed in the Mother of the 
Book (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfu$ that they will not believe. 

v p»} 

$so they will not believe.} in Allah, or in His Messengers.' 1 ' 

jtfji Ot (*♦* v 1 ) «* J dLu»- &[} 

*1 lx*" •>< * S* ^ 

V y t * 1 >- < i*— uc** 

Lr-S* > a-'V £»• i>* U»J. V 

>'• ' / % -> r>j-' >> > " *> *-f „ 

Jb b'*- 4 * V~=H> u-* 4 

-pi tj 

i8. Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to 
the chins, so that their heads are raised up.} 

49. And We have put a barrier before them, and a barrier 

m 


At-Tabari 20:492. 
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behind them, and We have covered them up, so that they 
cannot see.} 

$10. It is the same to them whether you warn them or you 
warn than not, they will not believe.$ 

ill. You can only warn him who follows the Raninder, and 
fears the Most Gracious unseen. Bear you to such one the glad 
tidings of forgiveness, and a generous reward. } 

412. Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record that 
which they send before (than), and their traces and all things 
We have recorded with numbers in Imam Mubin (a Clear 
Book).} 


The State of Those Who are decreed to be among the 
Doomed 


Allah says: In the case of those who are decreed to be among 
the doomed, when it comes to the matter of being guided, We 
have made them like a person who has a chain around his 
neck and whose hands are tied together beneath his chin so 
that his head is lifted up.’ As Allah says: 


4so that their heads are raised up.} Mentioning the chains around 
the neck is sufficient and there is no need to mention the 
hands, although they are referred to by implication. Al-‘Awfi 
said, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, concerning the Ayah: 


(Vfi Ij (fkfi iuil tj tlW ty} 


4Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to the 
chins, so that their heads are raised up.} 

This is like the Ayah: 

4Jxka jlyiL* Jjjj jlji ')j} 


4And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your 
neck}{ 17:29). 

meaning that their hands are tied to their necks and they 
cannot stretch them forth in order to do any good deeds 

m 


At-Tabari 20:494. 
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iso that their heads are raised up.} according to Mujahid it means 
their heads are raised, and their hands are placed over their 
mouths,’ 11 so they are restrained from doing anything good. 


iAnd We have put a barrier before them,} Mujahid said, “Between 
them and the truth.” 



iand a barrier behind them,} Mujahid said, “Between them and 
the truth, so they are confused.”* 2 ’ Qatadah said, “They move 
from one form of misguidance to another.” 13 ’ 

iand We have covered them up,} means, We have blinded their 
eyes to the truth.’ 

1 & 


iso that they cannot see.} means, they cannot benefit from 
goodness or be guided to it. Ibn Jarir said, “It was narrated 
from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that he used 
to recite “Fa a'shaynahum” [instead of Fa’aghshaynahum ], from 
Al-'Asha (weakness of the sight, blindness), which is a 
complaint of the eye.”’ 4 ’ 

‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “Allah placed this 
barrier between them and Islam and Iman, so that they will 
never reach it,” and he recited: 


’ij &- ^ (it?* 


l[} 


iTruly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe, Even if every sign should 
come to them, until they see the painful torment.} (10:96-97). 


At-Tabari 20:494. 
|2 ’ At-Tabari 20:495. 
131 At-Tabari 20:495. 
|4 ’ At-Tabari 20:496. 







Surah 36. Ya Sin (8 - 12) (Part-22) 


173 


sees him except Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, he 
knows that Alldh is watching him and sees what he does. 


iBearyou to such one the glad tidings of forgiveness,} i.e., of his sins, 

* " s 


iand a generous reward.} means, one that is vast and great and 
beautiful. This is like the Ayah: 


4®# °£> 


4 Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs will be 
forgiveness and a great reward.} (67:12). 




iVerily, We give life to the dead,} means, on the Day of 
Resurrection. This also indicates that Allah gives life to the 
heart of whomever He wills among the disbelievers, those whose 
hearts have died in misguidance, by guiding them after that to 
the truth. As Allah says after mentioning hardness of the heart: 


ii j£Ll CJjiM ui jj jJu jil y IjiiU ^ 


iKnow that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! Indeed 
We have made clear the Ayat to you, that you may 
understand.} (57:17) 




C 




iand We record that whiclt they send before (than),} means, 
their deeds. 


i££Cj} 


iand their traces} means, We write down the deeds which they 
used to do themselves, and the legacy they left behind, so We 
will requite them for that: if it is good, then We will reward 
them, and if it is evil, then We will punish them.’ This is like 
the Hadith: 


iri *4*? Irf ir“ 


U jjj jlS' 


» . 






Si 
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174 


Tafsir Ibn Kqthtr 


a 




«Whoever starts (or sets an example of) something good in 
Islam, will have a reward far it, and a reward equal to that of 
everyone who does it after him, without that detracting from 
their reward in the slightest. Whoever starts (or sets an example 
of) something evil in Islam, will bear the burden far that, and a 
burden equal to that of everyone who does it after him, without 
that detracting from their burden in the slightest .» 

This was recorded by Muslim from Jarir bin ‘Abdullah Al- 
Bajali, may Allah be pleased with him in which is detailed a 
story of the people from the Mudar tribe, who were wearing 
woollen rags. 111 Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this Hadith in full 
from Jarir bin ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him. In it 
the Prophet jg then recited: 






4and We record that which they send before (them), and their 
traces > 


Muslim also recorded it with a different chain of narration. 121 

There is also another Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim from 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, “The 
Messenger of Allah % said: 


f3 f j* • Cj'Ji Vl ollc’ I j>j\ ^J| ljj> 

itj^r jiJLu* id ji’Ju 


When the son of Adam dies, all his deeds come to an end 
except three: knowledge which is beneficial to others, a 
righteous child who prays far him, or ongoing cluirity which he 
leaves behind. »” ,3) 


Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported that Abu Said said, “I heard 
Mujahid say concerning the Ayah: 


Muslim 2:704. 

121 Muslim 2:706. See no. 2353 in the Book of Zakdh, which is the 
chain of narrators Ibn Kathlr is referring to. The Ayah in question 
is recited in the Hadith recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim in explanation of 
this Ayah, not the version of Muslim. 

|3) Muslim 3:1255. 
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J ^ c 


iVerily, We give life to the dead, and We record that which 
they send before (them), and their traces} 

What they left behind of misguidance.’ ” 

Ibn Abi Najlh and others said, narrating from Mujahid: 


ithat which they send before (them),} “Their deeds.” 



iand their traces}. He said, “Their footsteps.” 111 This was also 
the view of Al-Hasan and Qatadah. 



iand their traces} means their footsteps. 121 

Qatadah said, “If Allah were to have neglected anything with 
regard to you, O son of Adam, He would have neglected what 
the wind could remove of these footsteps.” 13 * But He takes 
into account the footsteps of the son of Adam and all his 
deeds; He even takes into account these footsteps and whether 
they are for the purpose of obeying Allah or disobeying Him. 
So, whoever can have his footsteps recorded for the purpose of 
obeying Allah, let him do that. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “There was an empty area around 
the Masjid, and Banu Salamah wanted to move to be closer to 
the Masjid. When the Messenger of Allah $g| heard about that, 
he said to them: 


«I have heard that you want to move close to the Masjid .» 

They said, Yes, O Messenger of Allah, that is what we want.’ 
He 3 H said: 


111 At-Tabari 20:497. 
121 At-Tabari 20:499. 
131 At-Tabari 20:499. 
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4^ 4i& tijs j: i;» 


•O Bam/ Salamah, stay where you are, and your footsteps will 
be recorded, stay where you are, and your footsteps will be 
recorded .n”* 1 * 


This was also recorded by Muslim from Jabir, may Allah be 
pleased with him.* 2 * 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “A man died in Al-Madinah and the 
Prophet jg prayed over him, and said, 

>A.y > ^ oU '& U» 

uWould that he had died somewhere other than in his place of 
birth!* 


A man among the people said, Why, O Messenger of 
Allah?’ The Messenger of Allah said: 


*&■*' <4*& Ji Ay '■Ay A Jt '■»! J44 1 ' J}* 


“When a man dies somewhere other than in his place of birth, 
it will be measured for him from where he was bom to where 
his footsteps no longer appear, (and this is the space that will be 
allocated for him) in Paradise 


It was also recorded by An-Nasal and Ibn Majah. 141 

Ibn Jarir narrated that Thabit said, “I was walking with Anas 
and I began to walk quickly. He took my hand and we walked 
slowly, and when we had finished praying. Anas said, ‘I 
walked with Zayd bin Thabit and I was walking quickly, and 
he said: O Anas! Do you not feel that your footsteps are being 
written down?’ ”* 5) 

There is no contradiction between this and the first report, 
on the contrary, this indicates the same thing somewhat more 
forcefully. Because these footsteps are being recorded, then 
those which are setting an example, whether good or bad, are 


111 Ahmad 3:332. 

Muslim 1 :462. 

131 Ahmad 2:177. 

141 An-Nasal 4:7, Ibn Majah 1:515. 
151 At-Tabari 20:498. 
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more likely to be 
recorded. And Allah 
knows best. 

ti -4-^ 

all things We /un>e 
recorded with numbers 
(as a record) in Imam 
Mubin (a Clear Book).} 
means, everything 
that exists is precisely 
dictated in a record in 
Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz. 
Al-Imam Al-Mubtn 
here refers to the 
source of all records. 
This was the view of 
Mujahid, Qatadah 
and ‘Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin 
Aslam.l 1 * Similarly, 
Allah also says: 

y-Gf 



j 




1 bb Or 

lj) y Lift ciJ L ta b^»3 (jd* S^LLyl j l 

(S jft Xfffid&jtlj) 





i(And remember) the Day when We shall call together all 
human beings with their (respective) Imam (record of good and 
bad deeds)} (17:71). 

meaning the Book of their deeds which will testify as to their 
deeds, whether they were good or bad. This is like the Ayat 

ix&j & yz* 

iatid the Book will be placed (open), and the Prophets and the 
witnesses will be brought forward} (39:69), and 


Uik J> C&tj> Jjiyuj O UL* ifiji * * OS*/s£tf liAJ i %} 


111 At-Tabari 20:499. 
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4%\Z\ & fa % fa \fi u 1^.1 % \fa % ifa fa 


iAnd the Book (one's Record) will be placed, and you will see 
the criminals, fearful of that which is (recorded) therein. They 
will say: "Woe to us! Wltat sort of Book is this that leaves 
neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with 
numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed before 
them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice.} (18:49). 


$ ZLj it fa i» & & <£ faij} 

at % i % c $ fit i \ yoi fa. ip 

git i % ttfap fil vi 2 St ^ 


413. And put forward to them a similitude; the Dwellers of the 
Town, when there came Messengers to them.} 

414. When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them 
both; so We reinforced them with a third, and they said: 
"Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers."4 

415. They said: "You are only human beings like ourselves, 
and the Most Gracious has revealed nothing. You are only 
telling lies."} 

416. The Messengers said: "Our Lord knows that we have been 
sent as Messengers to you,"} 

417. "And our duty is only to convey plainly."} 


The Story of the Dwellers of the Town and Their 
Messengers, a Lesson that Those Who belied Their 
Messengers were destroyed 

Allah says, ‘O Muhammad, tell your people who disbelieve in 
you,’ 




4a similitude; the Dwellers of the Town, when there came 
Messengers to them.} 

In the reports that he transmitted from Ibn ‘Abbas, Ka*b Al- 
Ahbar and Wahb bin Munabbih - Ibn Ishaq reported that it 
was the city of Antioch, in which there was a king called 
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Antiochus the son of Antiochus the son of Antiochus, who 
used to worship idols. Allah sent to him three Messengers, 
whose names were Sadiq, Saduq and ShalQm, and he 
disbelieved in them.’ 11 It was also narrated from Buraydah bin 
Al-Husayb, ‘Ikrimah, Qatadah and Az-Zuhri that it was 
Antioch. 121 Some of the Imams were not sure that it was 
Antioch, as we shall see below after telling the rest of the 
story, if Allah wills. 


iWhen We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them 
both;} 


means, they hastened to disbelieve in them. 




iso We reinforced them with a third,} means, We supported and 
strengthened them with a third Messenger.’ Ibn Jurayj narrated 
from Wahb bin Sulayman, from Shu'ayb Al-Jaba’i, “The names 
of the first two Messengers were Shaman and Yuhanna, and 
the name of the third was Balus, and the city was Antioch 
(Antakiyah). 

i'QiZ} 


iand they said} means, to the people of that city, 

iVerily, we have been sent to you as Messengers.} 

meaning, ‘from your Lord Who created you and Who 
commands you to worship Him Alone with no partners or 
associates.’ This was the view of Abu Al-‘Aliyah. Qatadah bin 
Di'amah claimed that they were messengers of the Messiah, 
peace be upon him, sent to the people of Antioch. 

% vi %\ Z 

iThey said: "You are only human beings like ourselves..."} 
means, ‘so how could you receive revelation when you are 

1,1 At-Tabari 20:500. 

121 At-Tabari 20:500. 
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lying, He would have taken the utmost vengeance against us, 
but He will cause us to prevail and will make us victorious 
against you, and you will come to know whose will be the 
happy end in the Hereafter.” This is like the Ayah : 




iSay: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you. 
He knows ivhat is in the heavens and on earth." And those who 
believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in Allah, it is they who are 
the losers.$ (29:52) 


iAnd our duty is only to convey plainly.} 

means, ‘all we have to do is to convey to you the Message with 
which we have been sent; if you obey, then happiness will be 
yours in this world and the Hereafter, and if you do not 
respond, you will soon know the consequences of that.’ And 
Allah knows best. 


i4 i uJ £*£ ui 

^ T" i 


il8. They (people) said: "For us, we see an evil omen from 
you; if you cease not, we will surely stone you, and a painfid 
torment will touch you from us."} 

$19. They (Messengers) said: "Your evil omens be with you! 
Because you are admonished? Nay, but you are a people 
mischievous."} 

Then the people of the city said to them, 

iFor us, we see an evil omen from you;} meaning, Sve do not see 
in your faces any sign of good for our lives/ Qatadah said, 
“They were saying, *if something bad befalls us, it will be 
because of you/ ^ Mujahid said, “They were saying: People 
like you never enter a town, but its people are punished/’ 

m 


At-Tabari 20:502. 
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itf you cease not, we will surely stone you,} Qatadah said, “By 
throwing stones at you.” 111 

A*4 4& IL: pi^j} 


iand a painful torment will touch you from us.} 
means, a severe punishment. Their Messengers said to them: 


iYour evil omens be with you!} meaning, “they are thrown back 
at you.’ This is like the Ayah where Allah describes the people 
of Fir‘awn: 




ft lAj Ijils a ; 'T .J.i Ijji^ 
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iBut whenever good came to them, they said: "Ours is this.” 
And if evil afflicted them, they ascribed it to evil omens 
connected with Musa and those with him. Be informed! Verily, 
their evil omens are with Allah} (7:131). 


And the people of Salih said: 

Ale fidl 



A"We augur ill omen from you and those with you.” He said: 
“Your ill omen is with Allah."} (27:47) 


And Allah said: 

J* oi d\j $ Ale it Ijlyu a : .~ X o])} 

OjfrUj JjjKj V ^ Ale jS 3^ 


AAnd if some good reaches them, they say, "This is from 
Allah," but if some evil befalls them, they say, “This is from 
you.” Say: "All things are from Allah," so what is wrong with 
these people that they fail to understand any word?} (4:78) 


j' >. •>. •>-. 



A(Do you call it "evil omen") because you are admonished? 


m 


At-Tabari 20:502. 
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Nay, but you are a people mischievous.} 


means, ‘because of us, because we admonished you and told 
you to worship Allah Alone and with all sincerity, and in 
return you said what you said and threatened us. Nay, but 
you are a mischievous people.' Qatadah said, “This means, 
‘Because we reminded you about Allah, you saw an evil omen 
in us. Nay, but you are a mischievous people'. 11 


• t -i !>'•*< k7 - > >'*'\\ •> . * s' u' 
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420 . And f/rere came a man running from the farthest part of 
the town. He said, “O my people! Obey the Messengers."} 

421. "Obey those who ask no wages of you, and who are 
rightly guided.”} 

422. "And why should I not worship Him Who has created me 
and to Whom you shall be returned."} 

423. "Shall I take besides Him gods? If the Most Gracious 
intends me any harm, their intercession will be of no use for me 
whatsoever, nor can they save me.”} 

42 4. "Then verily, I shoidd be in plain error."} 

425. "Verily, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me!"} 

Quoting what reached him from Ibn ‘Abbas, Ka*b Al-Ahbar and 
Wahb bin Munabbih - Ibn Ishaq reported that, “The people of 
the city resolved to kill their Messengers, then a man came 
running to them from the farthest part of the town, i.e., to 
help them against his people. They said, his name was Habib, 
and he used to work with ropes. He was a sickly man who 
suffered from leprosy, and he was very charitable, giving half 
of his earnings in charity, and his Fitrah (natural inclination) 
was sound.” 121 Shablb bin Bishr said, narrating from Tkrimah, 
from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that the 
name of the man mentioned in Yd Sin was Habib An-Najjar, 


111 At-Tabari 20:504. 
121 At-Tabari 20:504. 
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and he was killed by his people. 

iA? 3 * -ufa. Jtf ^ 

4He said: "O my people! Obey the Messengers."} 

- he urged his people to follow the Messengers who had come 
to them. 


iObey those who ask no wages of you,} means, “for the Message 
which they convey to you, and they are rightly-guided in what 
they are calling you to, the worship of Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate.’ 

4And why should I not worship Him Who has created me} 

means, ‘and what is there to stop me from sincerely 
worshipping the One Who has created me, and worshipping 
Him Alone, with no partner or associate?’ 

>40 


iand to Whom you shall be returned.} means, ‘on the Day of 
Resurrection, when He will requite you for your deeds: if they 
are good then you will be rewarded and if they are evil then you 
will be punished.’ 

4^H^ oj j*4*} 


iShall I take besides Him gods?} This is a rhetorical question 
intended to rebuke and chastise. 




41 f the Most Gracious intends me any harm, their intercession 
will be of no use for me whatsoever, nor can they save me.} 

means, “these gods whom you worship instead of Him possess 
no power whatsoever, if Allah wills me some harm,’ 

4 A 


4none can remove it but He} (6:17). These idols can neither 
cause any harm nor bring any benefit, and they cannot save 
me from the predicament I am in.’ 
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iThen verily, I should be in plain error.) means, “if I were to take 
them as gods instead of Allah.’ 


-^* l ‘ 


iVerily, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me!) 

Ibn Ishaq said, quoting from what had reached him from Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ka*b and Wahb, “He 
said to his people: 






i‘Verily, 1 have believed in your Lord) in Whom you have 
disbelieved, 


ie>£j&) 


iso listen to me!)’ means, listen to what I say.”* 11 Or it may be 
that he was addressing the Messengers when he said: 

iVerily, l have believed in your Lord,) meaning, “Who has sent 
you,’ 


4so listen to me!) meaning, 'bear witness to that before Him.’ 
This was narrated by Ibn Jarir, who said, “And others said that 
this was addressed to the Messengers, and he said to them: 
“Listen to what I say and bear witness to what I say before my 
Lord, that I have believed in your Lord and have followed you.’ 
This interpretation is more apparent, and Allah knows best. Ibn 
Ishaq said, quoting from what had reached him from Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ka*b and Wahb, *When 
he said that, they turned on him as one, and killed him at 
once, and he had no one to protect him from that.’” 121 Qatadah 
said, “They started to stone him while he was saying, ‘O Allah, 
guide my people for they do not know, and they kept stoning 
him until he died a violent death, and he was still praying for 


111 At-Tabari 20:507. 
121 At-Tabari 20:508. 
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them.’ May Allah have 
mercy on him.” 111 

fy 34k J6 tji-jf Sf} 
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<26. /I was said: "Enter 
Paradise." He said: 
"Would that my people 
knew."} 

427. "That my Lord 
(Allah) has forgiven me, 
and made me of the 
honored ones!"} 

428. And We sent not 
against his people after 
him an army from the 
heaven, nor was it need- 
fid for Us to send (such 


a thing).} 

429. It xoas but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still.} 


Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from some of his companions 
from Ibn Mas*ud, may Allah be pleased with him, that they 
stamped on him until his intestines came out of his back 
passage. Allah said to him: 

ihff 


4"Enter Paradise."} so he entered it with all its bountiful 
provision, when Allah had taken away from him all the 
sickness, grief and exhaustion of this world J 2 ' Mujahid said, “It 

111 At-Tabari 20:501. 

121 At-Tabari 20:508. 
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was said to Habib An-Najjar, ‘Enter Paradise.’ This was his 
right, for he had been killed. When he saw the reward. 


4qf& <jj> 


4He said: "Would that my people knew Qatadah said, 
“You will never find a believer but he is sincere and is never 
insincere. When he saw with his own eyes how Allah had 
honored him, he said: 




4He said: "Would that my people knew that my Lord has 
forgiven me, and made me of the honored ones!" 4 

He wished that his people could know about what he was 
seeing with his own eyes of the honor of Allah. ” 121 Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “He was sincere towards his people during his lifetime by 
saying, 


40 my people! Obey the Messengers}, and after his death by 
saying: 



iWould that my people knew that my Lord (Allah) has forgiven 
me, and made me of the honored ones!} 

This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Sufyan Ath-Thawri 
narrated from ‘Asim Al-Ahwal from Abu Mijlaz: 

4That my Lord has forgiven me, and made me of the honored 
ones!} 


“Because of my faith in my Lord and my belief in the 
Messengers.” He meant that if they could see the great reward 
and everlasting blessings that he had attained, this would lead 
them to follow the Messengers. May Allah have mercy on him 
and be pleased with him, for he was so keen that his people 
should be guided. 


j£r <>i *•£>. ht ‘in ji ff- 


111 At-Tabari 20:509. 
121 At-Tabari 20:509. 
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iAnd We sent not against his people after him an army from 
the heaven, nor was it needful for Us to send.) 


Allah tells us that He took revenge on his people after they had 
killed him because He, may He be blessed and exalted, was 
angry with them, for they had disbelieved in His Messengers and 
killed His close friend. Allah tells us that He did not send an 
army of angels, nor did He need to send them, to destroy these 
people; the matter was simpler than that. This was the view of 
Ibn Mas*Od, according to the reports of Ibn Ishaq from some of 
his companions concerning the Ayah: 


& ty CA Jt ‘iij fe 0/*' 


iAnd We sent not against his people after him an army from 
the heaven, nor was it needful for Us to send.) 

He said: “We did not seek to outnumber them, for the matter 
was simpler than that.” 




ilt was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still.) 

He said, “So Allah destroyed that tyrant king, and destroyed 
the people of Antioch, and they disappeared from the face of 
the earth, leaving no trace behind.”* 1 * 

It was said that the words 

Cj) 


inor was it needful for Us to send (such a thing).) 

mean, We did not send the angels against the nations when 
We destroyed them; all We did was to send the punishment to 
destroy them.’ 

It was said that the words: 

^iUJ' ,<£ Jc. Gljli X,j) 


iAnd We sent not against his people after him an army from 
the heaven,) 

mean, another Message to them. This was the view of Mujahid 
and Qatadah.* 2 * Qatadah said, “Allah did not rebuke his 


111 At-Tabari 20:510. 

* 2 * At-Tabari 20:510, 511. 
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people after they killed him, 


ilt was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were 

Ibn Jarir said, “The former view is more correct, because the 
Message does not need to be brought by an army.”^ 2 * The 
scholars of Tafsir said, “Allah sent Jibril, peace be upon him, 
to them, and he seized the pillars at the gate of their city, then 
he hurled one Sayhah upon them and lo! they (all) were still, 
to the last man among them, and no soul was left in any 
body.” 

We have already referred to the reports from many of the Salaf 
that this city was Antioch, and that these three Messengers 
were messengers sent from the Messiah Isa bin Maryam, 
peace be upon him, as Qatadah and others stated. This is not 
mentioned by any of the later scholars of Tafsir besides him, 
and this issue must be examined from a number of angles. 

(The first) is that if we take this story at face value, it 
indicates that these men were Messengers from Allah, may He 
be glorified, not from the Messiah, peace be upon him, as 
Allah says: 


'yuii opif 


iWhen We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them 
both; so We reinforced them with a third, and they said: 
"Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers up to: 


gif ^ tS Cj ^3i % 


4“Our Lord knows that we have been sent as Messengers to 
you . And our dut\f is only to convey plainly (the Message).”} 

If they had been from among the Disciples, they would have 
said something to indicate that they had come from the 
Messiah, peace be upon him. And Allah knows best. Moreover, 
if they had been messengers sent by the Messiah, why would 
the people have said to them, 

% % & 1 $ 


111 At-Tabari 20:510. 
121 At-Tabari 20:511. 
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4"You are only human beings like ourselves "^? 

(The second) is that the people of Antioch did believe in the 
messengers sent by the Messiah to them. Antioch was the first 
city to believe in the Messiah, and it is one of the four cities in 
which there are Christian patriarchs. These cities are: 
Jerusalem, because it is the city of the Messiah; Antioch, 
because it was the first city where all of the people believed in 
the Messiah; Alexandria, because it was in that city that they 
agreed to reform the hierarchy of patriarchs, metropolitans 
(archbishops), bishops, priests, deacons and monks; and 
Rome, because it is the city of the Emperor Constantine who 
supported and helped to establish their religion. When he 
adopted Constantinople as his city, the Patriarch of Rome 
moved there, as has been mentioned by several historian, 
such as Said bin Batrfq and others, both People of the Book 
and Muslims. If we accept that, then the people of Antioch 
were the first to believe, but Allah tells us that the people of 
this town rejected His Messengers and that He destroyed them 
with one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still. And Allah knows 
best. 

(The third) is that the story of Antioch and the Disciples of 
the Messiah happened after the Tawrah had been revealed. 
Abu Said Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
others among the Salaf stated that after revealing the Tawrah, 
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, did not destroy an 
entire nation by sending a punishment upon them. Rather, He 
commanded the believers to fight the idolators. They 
mentioned this when discussing the Ayah: 

sU *Jr M _y A LijJl* jjhj ^ 


iAtid indeed We gave Musa - after We had destroyed the 
generations of old - the Scripture} (28:43). 


This implies that the city mentioned in the Qur’an is a city 
other than Antioch, as also stated by more than one of the 
Salaf. Or, if we wish to keep the same name, it is possible that 
it is another Antioch, not the one which is well-known, for it is 
not known that it (the famous Antioch) was destroyed, either 
during Christian times or before. And Allah knows best. 


\j& Vj life f ^ 
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<30. A/as /or mankind! There never came a Messenger to than 
but they used to mock at him .) 

<32. Do they not see how many of the generations We have 
destroyed before than? Verily, they will not return to them.} 

<32. And surely, all - everyone of than will be brought before 
Us.) 


Woe to the Disbelievers! 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the 
Ayah: 

<;a 


)Alas for mankind!), this means, woe to mankind!* 1 ’ 
Qatadah said: 

4Alas for mankind!) means, “Alas for mankind, who have 
neglected the command of Allah.”* 2 ’ 

The meaning is that they will feel regret and sorrow on the 
Day of Resurrection. When they see the punishment with their 
own eyes; they will regret how they disbelieved the Messengers 
of Allah and went against the commands of Allah, for they 
used to disbelieve in them in this world. 

•*! 1j $ Vj Jj-y o' *^ 

iThere never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock 
at him.) 

means, they disbelieved him and made fun of him, and 
rejected the message of truth with which he had been sent. 


The Refutation of the Belief in the Transmigration of 
Souls 


n Allah says: 




111 At-Jabari 20:512. 
* 2 * At-Tabari 20:512. 







<$33. And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it life, and 
We bring forth from it grains, so that they eat thereof.} 

434. And We have made therein gardens of date palms and 
grapes, and We have caused springs of water to gush forth 
therein.} 

435. So that they may eat of the fruit thereof - and their hands 
made it not. Will they not then give thanks?} 

436. Glory be to Him Who has created all the pairs of that 
which the earth produces, as well as of their own kind, and of 
that which they know not.} 


Proof of the Creator of the Universe and of Life after 
Death 

Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, says: 



4And a sign for them} means, evidence for them of the existence 
of the Creator and His perfect power and ability to resurrect the 
dead, 


*3 £$} 


4is the dead land.} means, when it is dead and arid, with no 
vegetation, then Allah sends water upon it, it is stirred (to life), 
and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth). Allah 


says: 



4We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that 
they eat thereof.} 

meaning, We have made it a provision for them and their 
cattle.’ 


4And We have made therein gardens of date palms and grapes, 
and We have caused springs of water to gush forth therein.} 

means, *We have created therein rivers which flow to the 
places where they are needed, so that they may eat of their 
fruits.’ When Allah reminds them of the blessing that He 
bestows upon His creation by creating crops and plants, He 
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mentions the different types and kinds of fruits. Allah says: 

4( £j} 

iand their hands made it not.} means, all of that could only come 
about by the mercy of Allah towards them, not by their own 
efforts and labor and strength. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas 
and Qatadah. Allah says: 

Ah&=&£\} 


AWill they not then give thanks?} meaning, will they not then give 
thanks for the innumerable blessings that He has bestowed 
upon them. 

Ibn Jarir, however, understood the word Ma to mean Alladhi 
(i.e., a relative pronoun). In this case the meaning of the Ayah 
would be that they eat from the fruits provided by Allah’s 
bounty and from what their own hands have done, i.e., by 
planting the seeds and tending the plants. Ibn Jarir mentioned 
other possible interpretations in his Tafsir, but this is the 
interpretation that he favored. This interpretation also fits with 
the recitation of Ibn Mas'ud: 




(So that they may eat of the fruit thereof - and from what their 
own hands have done.) 


Then Allah says: 


£-1 jli- tfjjf &IL} 


AGlory be to Him Who has created all the pairs of that which 
the earth produces,} 

meaning, of crops and fruits and plants. 

AuJa if,} 


4 a $ well as of their own (human) kind,} means, He made 
them into male and female. 


v ^~sj} 

Aand of that which they know not.} means, different kinds of 
creatures of which they know nothing. This is like the Ayah: 

}c !f ji==> Cjt)} 
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4And of everything We have created pairs, that you may 
remember.} (51:49) 


ktf ^ pi s* gs $ $ 
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437. And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom 
the day, and behold, they are in darkness.} 

438. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term 
(appointed). That is the decree of the Almighty, the All- 
Knowing.} 

439. And the moon, We have decreed for it stages, till it 
returns like the old dried curved date stalk.} 

440. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the 
night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.} 


Among the Signs of the Might and Power of Allah are the 
Night and Day, and the Sun and Moon 

Allah tells us of further proof of His great might and power, 
which is His creation of the night and day, the one with its 
darkness and the other with its light. He has caused them to 
follow one another, so that one comes and the other goes, and 
so on, as He says: 

4^ 

4He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly} (7:54). 

Allah says here: 

47& tfij} 

4And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the 
day,} 

meaning, *We take it away from it, so it goes away and the 
night comes.’ Allah says: 

4c>j4 \pi 

4and behold, they are in darkness.} As it says in the Hadith: 
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°When the night comes from here, and the day departs from 
here, and the sun has set, then the fasting person should break 
his fast .» 

This is the apparent meaning of the Ayah . ,1 * 

Allah’s saying: 




M V'X 


iAnd the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). 
That is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing} 

There are two views over the meaning of the phrase 



ion its fixed course Jbr a tertn (appointed).} (The first view) is that 
it refers to its fixed course of location, which is beneath the 
Throne, beyond the earth in that direction. Wherever it goes, it 
is beneath the Throne, it and all of creation, because the 
Throne is the roof of creation and it is not a sphere as many 
astronomers claim. Rather it is a dome supported by legs or 
pillars, carried by the angels, and it is above the universe, 
above the heads of people. When the sun is at its zenith at 
noon, it is in its closest position to Throne, and when it runs in 
its fourth orbit at the opposite point to its zenith, at midnight, 
it is in its furthest position from the Throne. At that point it 
prostrates and asks for permission to rise, as mentioned in the 
Hadiths. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “I was with the Prophet ^ in the Masjid at 
sunset, and he $$ said: 


I -J 4 jZ\ 1% d U» 


“O Abu Dharr! Do you know where the sun sets?* I said, 
‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He Jg said: 




:j£ dJJii 31 jU ZSJs 

Jm 2 Jui l^J 
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FathAl-Bari 4:231. 
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«It goes and prostrates beneath the Throne, and that is what 
Allah says: iAnd the sun runs on its fixed course for a term. 
That is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing 

It was also reported that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “I asked the Messenger of Allah jg about the 
Ayah: 



iAnd the sun runs on its fixed course for a term.} 
He jg said: 



«Its fixed course is beneath the Throne 

(The second view) is that this refers to when the sun’s 
appointed time comes to an end, which will be on the Day of 
Resurrection, when its fixed course will be abolished, it will 
come to a halt and it will be rolled up. This world will come to 
an end, and that will be the end of its appointed time. This is 
the fixed course of its time. Qatadah said: 

i^i j jjLii) ^ 

ion its fixed course for a term (appointed).} means, “It has an 
appointed time and it will not go beyond that.”* 31 It was also 
said that this means, it keeps moving in its summer orbit for a 
certain time, and it does not exceed that, then it moves to its 
winter orbit for a certain time, and it does not exceed that. This 
was narrated from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be pleased 
with him. Ibn Mas'ud and Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with them, recited this Ayah as: 

(1<J j) 

(And the sun runs with no fixed course for a term,) meaning 
that it has no destination and it does not settle in one place, 
rather it keeps moving night and day, never slowing down or 
stopping, as in the Ayah: 

111 Path Al-Bari 8:402. 

121 Fath Al-Bari 8:402. 

131 AMabari 20:517. 
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iAnd He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly 
pursuing their courses, to be of service to you > (14:33). 

which means, they will never slow down or stop, until the Day 
of Resurrection. 


iThat is the decree of the Almighty,$ means, which none can 
oppose or prevent. 




ithe All-Knowing f Who knows every movement and every 
cessation of movement, Who has decreed that and Who has set 
it in motion following a pattern in which there are no 
differences or inversions, as Allah says: 




i(He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the 
night for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. 
Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.$ 
(6:96) 

And this is how this Ayah ends: 

4*£T\ -j$\ $$ 


iThat is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing f 


Then Allah says: 


4 ip i 


iAnd the moon, We have decreed for it stages,^ 

meaning, *We have caused it to run in a different orbit, from 
which passing of the months can be deduced, just as night 
and day are known from the sun.’ This is like the Ayah: 

4r£^'i Pjy jt j* if 

iThey ask you about the crescent moons. Say: "These are signs 
to mark fixed periods of time for mankind and for the pilgrimage 
mil )•’> (2:189), 


££ \fS2i iP Q {pi jp pit 


ilt is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a 



Surah 36. Yd Sin (37 - 40) (Part-23) 


199 


light and measured out for it stages that you might know the 
number of years and the reckoning > (10:5), and 


oi ^ uZj $ 2»: Tip jgb 3 


iAnd We force appointed the night and the day as two Ayat 
(signs). Then, We have obliterated the sign of the night while 
We have made the sign of the day illuminating, that you may 
seek bounty from your Lord, and that you may know the 
number of the years and the reckoning. And We have explained 
everything with fill explanation .$ (17:12) 

So, He has given the sun its own light, and the moon its 
(reflection of) light, and has given each its own orbit. So the 
sun rises each day and sets at the end of the day, giving one 
kind of light all the time, but it moves, rising and setting at 
different points in the summer and winter, thus making the 
days and nights longer or shorter alternatively according to the 
season. Its authority is in the daytime, for it is the heavenly 
body that dominates the day. As for the moon, Allah has 
decreed that it should pass through different phases. 

At the beginning of the month, the moon appears small 
when it rises. It gives off little light, then on the second night 
its light increases and it rises to a higher position, and the 
higher it rises the more light it gives - even though it is 
reflected from the sun - until it becomes full on the fourteenth 
night of the month. Then it starts to wane until the end of the 
month, until it appears like the old dried curved date stalk. 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This is the 
original stem (which connects the bunch of dates to the 
tree).”"' 

The Arabs have a name for each set of three nights in a 
month, according to the phases of the moon. They call the 
first three nights Ghurar, the next three nights Nufal; the next 
three nights Tusa* (nine) - because the last of them is the 
ninth. The next three nights are called *Ushar (ten) - because 
the first of them is the tenth. The next three nights are called 
Al-Btd (white) - because of the light of the moon which shines 


IM 


At-Tabari 20:518. 
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brightly throughout these three nights. The next three nights 
are called Dura', the plural of Dar'd', because on the first of 
them the night is dark from the moon rising late. Dar'a’ refers 
to the black sheep, i.e., the one whose head is black; the next 
three nights Zulam ; then Hanadis, then Da’adi; then Mihaq, 
because of the absence of moonlight at the beginning of the 
month. Abu TJbayd did not recognize the names Tusa' and 
‘Ushar, in the book Gharib Al-Musannaf. 

ipR iSpi J u p y} 

ilt is not for the sun to overtake the moon ,} 

Mujahid said, “Each of them has a limit which it does not 
transgress or fall short of. When the time of one comes, the 
other goes away, and when the time for one to prevail comes, 
the time of the other ceases.” 111 Ikrimah said concerning the 
Ayah, 

iP& J U J13\ y} 

ilt is not for the sun to overtake the moon,} 

this means that each of them has its time when it prevails. So 
it is not appropriate for the sun to rise at night. 

ip r fc $ v,> 

inor does the night outstrip the day.} means, after night has 
passed, it is not right for another night to come until it has 
been day. The authority of the sun is during the day and the 
authority of the moon is at night. Ad-Dahhak said, “The night 
does not depart from here until the day comes from here - and 
he pointed to the east.” 121 Mujahid said: 

ip' Sf $ 

inor does the night outstrip the day.} “They seek one another 
rapidly.” 131 The meaning is that there is no gap between night 
and day; each of them follows the other with no interval, 
because they have been subjugated and are both constantly 
pursuing one another. 

111 At-Tabari 20:520. 

121 At-Tabari 20:520. 

131 At-Tabari 20:519. 
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477iey all float, each in 
an orbit.} means, 
night and day, the 
sun and the moon, all 
of them are floating, 
i.e., revolving, in their 
orbits in the heaven. 
This was the view of 
Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Ikrimah, 
Ad-paljljak, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and ‘Ata’ Al- 
Khurasani.* 1 * 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with 
him, and others 
among the Salaf said, 
“In an orbit like the 
arc of a spinning 
wheel.” 


441. And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring in 
the laden ship.} 

442. And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on 
which they ride.} 

443. And if We will, We shall drown them, and there will be 
no shout for them, nor will they be saved.} 

-n 444. Unless it be a mercy from Us, and as an enjoyment for a 

while.} 


U1 


At-Tabari 20:520. 
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Among the Signs of Allah is that He carried Them in the 
laden Ship 

Allah tells us: another sign for them of His might and power is 
that He has subjugated the sea to carry ships, including - 
most significantly - the ship of Nuh , peace be upon him, in 
which Allah saved him and the believers, apart from whom 
none of the descendants of Adam were left on the face of the 
earth. Allah says: 

4And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring} 
means, their forefathers, 

Jf 

4in the laden ship.} means, in the ship which was filled with 
luggage and animals, in which Allah commanded him to put 
two of every kind. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “Laden means filled.” 111 This was also the view of Said bin 
Jubayr, Ash-Sha'bi, Qatadah and As-Suddi. 121 Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, “This was the ship of Nuh peace be 
upon him.” 131 

itiToJB. 

4And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which 
they ride.} 

Al-‘Awfi said, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, “This means the camel, for it is the ship of the land 
on which they carry goods and on which they ride.”* 4 ! Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “Do you know what the Ayah: 

4And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which 
they ride.} 

111 At-Tabari 20:522. 

121 At-Tabari 20:522. 

131 At-Tabari 20:522, 523. 

141 At-Tabari 20:524. 
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refers to?” We said, “No.” He said, “This refers to the ships 
which were made after the ship of Nuh, peace be upon him, 
which was similar to it.”' 1 * This was also the view of Abu 
Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Abu Salih and As-Suddi, that the 
Ayah 

£ ‘£ « A 

4And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which 
they ride.) refers to ships.* 2 * 

iAnd if We will, We shall drown them,) means, those who are on 
board the ships. 

i'A 

iand there will be no shout for them) means, there will be no one 
to save them from their predicament. 

inor will they be saved.) means, from what has befallen them. 

iUnless it be a mercy from Us,) means, “but by Our mercy We 
make it easy for you to travel on land and sea, and We keep 
you safe until an appointed time.’ Allah says: 


iand as an enjoyment for a while.) meaning, until a time that is 
known to Allah, may He be glorified and exalted. 


oS & 3 ^ 6 Ji v>0 

Jti ti* iyiii' Ji^ .Jj Vj |*-|0 
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445. Am/ w/ien ft is sdift to them: "Beware of that which is 
before you, and that which is behind you, in order that you 
may receive mercy.") 


(1 > AMabari 20:523. 

* 2 * At-Tabari 20:522-524. 
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446. And never came an Ayah from among the Ayat of their 
Lord to them, but they did turn away from it.} 

447. And when it is said to them: "Spend of that with which 
Allah has provided you," those who disbelieve say to those who 
believe: "Shall we feed those whom, if Allah willed, He would 
have fed? You are only in a plain error."} 


The Misguidance of the Idolators 


Allah tells us how the idolators persisted in their misguidance 
and in not paying attention to the sins that they had 
committed in the past or what was to happen to them in the 
future, on the Day of Resurrection. 


Lj J\, U (jill jyl } 


4And when it is said to them: "Fear of that which is before 
you, and that which is behind you..."} 

Mujahid said, “This refers to sins.” Others said it is the opposite. 


}in order that you may receive mercy.} means, ‘so that, if you fear 
such things Allah will have mercy on you and will save you 
from His punishment.’ The wording implies that they would not 
respond. Rather that they would turn away and ignore that, as 
Allah says: 

4(*ty ii: >3* ir* 


4 And never came an Ayah from among the Ay at of their Lord 
to than,} 

meaning, signs of Tawhid and the truth of the Messengers, 

4^ £ W ^} 


4but they did turn away from it,} means, they did not accept it or 
benefit from it. 


iL ijiiii Jj \>\f} 


4And when it is said to than: "Spaid of that with which Allah 
has provided you,"} 

means, when they are told to spend of that which Allah has 
provided to them on the poor and needy among the Muslims, 
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ithose who disbelieve say to those who believe ^ 

means, about the believers who are poor, i.e., they say to 
those believers who tell them to spend on the needy, 

iShall we feed those whom , if Alldlr willed, He (Himself) would 
have fed?$ 

meaning, ‘those whom you are telling us to spend on, if Allah 
had wanted to, He would have made them independent and 
fed them from His provision, so we are in accordance with the 
will of Allah with regard to them/ 

VJ jd o[$ 

s * / + * 


iYou are only in a plain error.} means, *by telling us to do that.’ 

^ f A 'ij *^*2? O, *;!? * — * ^ . Oj. 


448. And they say: "When will this promise he fulfilled, if you 
are truthful?"} 

449. They await only but a single Sayliah which will seize them 
while they are disputing!} 

450. Then they will not be able to make bequest, nor they will 
return to their family.} 


The Disbelievers thought that the Day of Resurrection 
would never come to pass 

Allah tells us how the disbelievers thought that the Day of 
Resurrection would never come to pass, as they said: 

'-ii &*} 


4" When will this promise be fulfilled..."} 

iTlwse who believe not therein seek to hasten it} (42:18). 
Allah says: 

t ( r . ,/ •>' •> V*/ f' f -£>*"• \ 
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iThey await only but a single Sayliah which will seize them 
while they are disputing!} 

meaning, they are only waiting for a single shout which - and 
Allah knows best - will be the trumpet blast of terror when 
the Trumpet will be blown while the people are in their 
marketplaces and places of work, arguing and disputing as 
they usually do. While in this state, Allah will command Israfil 
to blow into the Trumpet, so he will sound a long note and 
there will be no one left on the face of the earth except he will 
tilt his head to listen to the sound coming from heaven. Then 
the people who are alive will be driven to the gathering place 
by a fire which will surround them on all sides. Allah says: 

4*0? yH} 


4Then they will not be able to make bequest,} 

meaning, with regard to their possessions, because the matter 
is more serious than that, 


inor they will return to their family.} Numerous Hadiths and 
reports have been narrated about this, which we have 
mentioned elsewhere. After this there will be the Trumpet blast 
which will cause everyone who is alive to die, besides the One 
Who is Ever Living, Eternal. Then after that the trumpet blast 
of the resurrection will be sounded. 


ot C/ 4 $1* L-ij Ot (*-“ bji j (ff)} 
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451. And the Trumpet will be blown and behold from the 
graves they will come out quickly to their Lord.} 

452. They will say: 'Woe to us! Who has raised us up from 
our place of sleep.” (It will be said to thetn): “This is what the 
Most Gracious had promised, and the Messengers spoke 
truth!”} 

453. It will be but a single Sayhah, so belwld they will all be 
brought up before Us!} 
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454. This Day, none will be wronged in anything, nor will 
you be requited anything except that which you used to do.$ 


The Trumpet Blast of the Resurrection 

This will be the third blast of the trumpet,* 1 * the trumpet blast 
of the resurrection when people will come forth from their 
graves. Allah says: 

4^>}-A d[ o* (vi 6)*^ 

4and behold from the graves they will come out quickly to their 
Lord.4 


Yansilun means they will be walking quickly. This is like the 
Ayah: 


( ^ > . > 


j} (*r^ of 'Jyrj'i 




4The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly as 
racing to a goal.} (70:43). 

4*W 


4They will say: "Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our 
place of sleep.”} 

meaning, their graves, which in this world they thought they 
would never be raised from. When they see with their own 
eyes that in which they had disbelieved, 

4 OJ llio O* Of. 


4They will say: 'Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our 
place of sleep.”} 

This does not contradict the fact that they will be punished in 
their graves, because in comparison to what is to come 
afterwards, that will seem like a nap. Ubayy bin Kals, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Qatadah 
said, “They will sleep before the Resurrection.”* 2 * Qatadah 

111 See volume seven, the Tafsir of Surat An-Naml [27:87]. The 
reference to the third blast is based upon a narration that is not 
authentic as explained there. 

121 At-Tabari 20:533. 
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457. They will have therein fruits and all that they ask for.} 

458. (It will be said to them): fi Salam (Peace!) n - a Word from 
the Lord, Most Merciful.} 


The Life of the People of Paradise 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, when the 
people of Paradise have reached the arena of judgement, and 
have settled in the gardens of Paradise, they will be too 
preoccupied with their own victory and new life of eternal 
delights to worry about anyone else. Al-Hasan Al-Basri and 
Ismail bin Abi Khalid said, "They will be too busy to think 
about the torment which the people of Hell are suffering. 
Mujahid said: 
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iwill be busy with joyful things.} “With the delights which they 
are enjoying.”* 1 ' This was also the view of Qatadah. Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This means that they will 
be rejoicing.” 


f} 


iThey and their wives} Mujahid said, “Their spouses, 


4 4^ 

iwill be in pleasant shade,} means, in the shade of trees.”* 2 ' 

^ &} 

4reclining on thrones.} Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, 
Muhammad bin Ka‘b, Al-tfasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and 
Khusayf said: 

ithrone} means beds beneath canopies.* 3 ' 


iThey will have therein fruits} means, of all kinds. 

i'os-% £ ,i> 

iand all that they ask far.} means, whatever they ask for, they 
will find it, all kinds and types. 

4 yJ Jt 

4"Salam (Peace!)" - a Word from the Lord (Allah), Most 
Merciful.} 

Ibn Jurayj said, “Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, concerning this Ayah, Allah Himself, Who is the Peace 
(As-Salam) will grant peace to the people of Paradise. This view 
of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, is like the 
Ayah: 

**' At-Tabari 20:535. 

* 2 ' At-Tabari 20:538. 

* 3 ' At-Tabari 20:539, 540. 
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{Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Hint will be 
"Salam"} (33:44). 


/til j&Jti [)frj V sj fi'X Xs~ri ^ ^r} ($ !*?*&> 

^Lj. Jil J&j ^JLiLlS i>g 'j£ J 3 
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{59. (It will be said): "And O you the criminals! Get you 
apart this Day."} 

{60. "Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you 
should not worship Shaytdn? Verily, he is a plain enemy to 
you."} 

{61. "And that you should worship Me. That is the straight 
path.”} 

{62. "And indeed he did lead astray a great multitude of you. 
Did you not then understand?"} 


The Isolation of the Disbelievers and Their Rebuke on 
the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us what the end of the disbelievers will be on the 
Day of Resurrection, when He commands them to get apart 
from the believers, i.e., to stand apart from the believers. This 
is like the Ayat. 



frp (yjr 


{And the Day whereon We shall gather them all together, then 
We shall say to those who did set partners in worship with Us: 
"Stop at your place! You and your partners." Then We shall 
separate than} (10:28). 


{fry. (*.>" (yjr 


{And on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day 
shall they be separated.} (30:14) 


fry.) 


{On that Day they shall be divided} (30:43) which means, they 
will be divided into two separate groups. 
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i(It will be said to the angels): "Assemble those who did 
wrong, together with their companions and what they used to 
worship, instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of 
flaming Fire (Hell)."} (37:22-23). 


U&s 1 0 t d&\ 1^\ $} 

iDid 1 not command you, 0 Children of Adam, that you 
should not worship Shay tan? Verily, he is a plain enemy to 
you.} 


This is a rebuke from Allah to the disbelievers among the sons 
of Adam, those who obey the Shaytan even though he was a 
plain enemy to them, and they disobeyed Ar-Rahman Who 
created them and granted them provision. Allah says: 


Ui JjjLJif 


iAnd that you should worship Me. That is the straight path.} 

meaning, ‘I commanded you in the world to disobey the 
Shaytan, and I commanded you to worship Me, and this is the 
straight path, but you followed a different path and you 
followed the commands of the Shaytan.’ Allah says: 



iAnd indeed he did lead astray a great multitude of you.} 

meaning, a large number of people. This was the view of 
Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Sufyan bin OJyaynah. 

idj&ju [yfj 


iDid you not then understand?} means, ‘did you not have any 
understanding, when you went against the command of your 
Lord to worship Him alone, with no partner or associate, and 
you preferred to follow the Shaytan? 


^ *3 fj iff li, fcj Zgjj $ 


i63. This is Hell which you were promised!} 

464. Bum (enter) therein this Day, for that you used to 



disbelieve.} 

}65. This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands 
will speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they 
used to earn.} 

466. And if it had been Our will, We would surely have wiped 
out their eyes, so that they would struggle for the path, how 
then would they see?} 

467. And if it had been Our will. We could have transformed 
them in their places. Then they would have been unable to go 
forward (move about) nor they could have turned back.} 

On the Day of Resurrection, it will be said to the disbelievers 
among the sons of Adam, after Hell has been shown to them 
as a rebuke; and warning: 

4This is Hell which you were promised!} meaning, “this is what the 
Messengers warned you about, and you did not believe them.’ 

4Bum (enter) therein this Day, for that you used to disbelieve}. 
This is like the Ayah: 


J jf foy&L 0 $$$& pH- £ 4 '0 



4The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing. This is the Fire which 
you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see?} (52:13-15) 


The Mouths of the Disbelievers will be sealed on the Day 
of Resurrection 


^i (*4^ -vi 3 > tf- 



4This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will 
speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used 
to earn.} 


This will be the state of the disbelievers and hypocrites on the 
Day of Resurrection, when they deny the sins they committed 
in this world and swear that they did not do that. Allah will 
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seal their mouths and cause their limbs to speak about what 
they did. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “We were with the Prophet sg and he 
smiled so broadly that his molar could be seen, then he jg 
said: 


“Do you know why I am smiling? » 

We said, ‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He jg said: 

i JL : dj£i pjl : l)j2j , lllj 1 *jj ju*Jl >%* 

sidU fcii iL-il ^ ilaL; V :j^i 

iaILL : ajlSjSl JUjj i aJ 1 

d^uf ‘J& i L& : J^i 4 £j £; Jin 


«Because of the way a servant will argue with his Lord on the 
Day of Resurrection. He will say, “O Lord, will You not 
protect me from injustice?" [Allah] will say, "Of course." He 
will say, "I will not accept any witness against me except from 
myself." [Allah] will say, "Today you will be a sufficient 
witness against yourself, and the honorable scribes will serve as 
witnesses against you." Then his mouth will be sealed, and it 
will be said to his faculties, "Speak!" So they will speak of what 
he did. Then he will be permitted to speak, and he will say, 
"May you be doomed! It was for you that I was fighting."*” 

This was recorded by Muslim and An-Nasal.' 1 * 

Ibn Jarir narrated that Abu Mttsa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The believer will be called to account 
on the Day of Resurrection, and his Lord will show him his 
deeds, just between him and His Lord. He will admit it and 
will say, *Yes, O Lord, I did do that.’ Then Allah will forgive 
him his sins and conceal them, and no creature on earth will 
see any of those sins, but his good deeds will be seen, and he 
will want all the people to see them. Then the disbeliever and 
the hypocrite will be brought to account, and his Lord will 
show him his deeds and he will deny them, saying, ‘O Lord, by 


* 5 * Muslim 4:2280, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:508. 
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Your glory, this angel has written down things that I did not 
do.’ The angel will say to him, ‘Did you not do such and such 
on such a day and in such a place?’ He will say, ‘No, by Your 
glory, I did not do that.’ When he says this, Allah will seal his 
mouth.” Abu Musa Al-AstTari, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “I think that the first part of his body to speak will be 
his right thigh.” Then he recited: 




^This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will 
speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used 
to eam$} 1] 


jfc i>3' & ILHU jtS jJ,'> 


4And if it had been Our will, We would surely have wiped out 
their eyes, so that they would struggle for the path, how then 
would they see?4 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, explained it: “Allah says, If We willed, We 
could have misguided them all away from true guidance, so 
how could they be guided?” And on one occasion he said, “We 
could have blinded them.’” 121 Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “If Allah 
willed, He could have covered their eyes and made them blind, 
stumbling about.” Mujahid, Abu Salih, Qatadah and As-Suddi 
said, “So that they would struggle for the path, i.e., the right 
way.” Ibn Zayd said, “The meaning of path here is the truth - 
‘How could they see when We have covered their eyes?’ ” Al- 
‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him 
said: 



ihow then would they see?4 “They would not see the truth.”* 3 * 

jlj ft 

4And if it had been Our will, We could have transformed them 
in their places.$ 


1,1 At-Tabari 20:544. 
[21 At-Tabari 20:545. 
131 At-Tabari 20:547. 
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iAnd among you there is he who is brought back to the 
miserable old age, so that he knows nothing after having 
known} (22:5). 


The meaning here - and Allah knows best - is that Allah is 
telling us that this world is transient and will come to an end, 
it is not eternal and lasting. Allah says: 


iWill they not then understand?} meaning, will they not think 
about how they were created, then they become gray-haired, 
then they become old and senile, so that they may know that 
they were created for another world that is not transient and 
will not pass away, and from which there is no way out, which 
is the Hereafter. 


Allah does not teach His Messenger ^ Poetry 

(jjjj l ‘j Uj» 

iAnd We have not taught him poetry, nor is it suitable for 
him.} 

Allah tells us that He has not taught His Prophet Muhammad 
Sfe poetry. 

ujuu Cj} 


inor is it suitable for hint.} means, he did not know how to 
compose it, he did not like it and he had no natural inclination 
towards it. It was narrated that he jJs never memorized a 
stanza of poetry with the correct meter or rhyme - he would 
transpose words or memorize it incompletely. 

In Ad-Dala’iL, Al-Bayhaqi recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah jg said to Al-‘Abbas bin Mirdas As-Sulami, may Allah be 
pleased with him: 




Won are the one who said: "Do you distribute my booty and 
the booty of the servants between Al-Aqra‘ and 'Uyainah."» 

He said, “It is TJyainah and Al-Aqra‘.” He jg said: 
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nit is all the same.* i.e., it means the same thing. 1 ' 1 And Allah 
knows best. This is because Allah taught him the Qur’an, 


which 




iFalsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it; sent 
down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.} (41:42). 

This is not poetry, as some of the ignorant disbelievers of the 
Quraysh claimed; neither is it sorcery, a fabrication or a magic 
spell, as the misguided and ignorant people variously 
suggested. The Prophet & was naturally disinclined to 
compose verse, and was forbidden to do so by Divine Law. 


A" "• * 


y & 


iThis is only a Reminder and a plain Qur'an.} 
means, it is clear and self-explanatory to the one who ponders 
and comprehends its meanings, Allah says: 

i\U- * Jo4> 


iThat he or it may give warning to him who is living,} 
meaning, so that this plain Qur’an might warn every living 
person on the face of the earth. This is like the Ayat. 

ithat I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach} 
(6:19). 

ibut those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their 
promised meeting place} (11:17). 

Those who will benefit from his warning will be those whose 
hearts are alive and who have enlightened insight, as Qatadah 
said, “Alive of heart and alive of insight.” 121 Ad-Dahhak said, 


111 Dala’il An-Nubuwwah 5:181, this was also recorded by Muslim no. 
2443. 

121 At-Tabari 20:550. 
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Surah 36. Ya Sin (71 - 73) (Part-21) 


rJ) tt« eggpagii ^ “This means wise.”* 1 * 


-- 

Uj03^>£j 


4«nrf that Word may be 
justified against the 
disbelievers.} 
means, it is a mercy 
to the believers and 
evidence against the 
disbelievers. 

Ill 1*4) liiii- bf ijf jif} 

H4) lllil 1L Jut .1.1.1 

l^i liSilii i^oj^ 

pO f~f) fnr’ij 

Siif vjjUljj ^u> 

4#^. 

^71. Do they not see 
tluit We have created for 
them of what Our Hands 
have fashioned, the cat¬ 
tle, so that they are their 
owners.} 

472. And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them 
they have for riding and some they eat.} 

473. And they have (other) benefits from them, and (they get to) 
drink. Will they not then be gratefid?} 



There is a Sign and a Blessing in Cattle 

Allah mentions the blessing that He has bestowed upon His 
creation by subjugating these cattle for their use. 

45jte& ( £} 

4so that they are their owners.} Qatadah said, “They are their 
masters.” Meaning, He has made them subdue them. So they 

111 At-Tabari 20:550. 
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The gods of the Idolators are not able to help Them 

Allah denounces the idolators for taking the idols as gods 
alongside Allah, hoping that those gods will help them and 
provide for them and bring them closer to Allah. Allah says: 

ipa 

iThey cannot help them,} meaning, those gods cannot help their 
worshippers; they are too weak, too insignificant and too 
powerless. Rather they cannot even help themselves or take 
revenge on those who want to harm them, because they are 
inanimate and can neither hear nor comprehend. 

Allah’s saying: 

jl r >v 

ibut they will be brought forward as a troop .} 

means, at the time of Reckoning according to the view of 
Mujahid.1 1 ^ This means that those idols will be gathered 
together and will be present when their worshippers are brought 
to account, as this will add to their grief and will be more 
effective in establishing proof against them. Qatadah said: 

^(**/*•" 1 't} 

iThey cannot help them,} means the gods. 

ibut they will be brought forward as a troop.} 

“The idolators used to get angry for the sake of their gods in 
this world, but they could not do them any benefit or protect 
them from any harm, for they were merely idols.” This was 
also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri. This is a good opinion, and 
was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on 
him. 

Consolation for the Mercy to the Worlds 

i^$$ %>} 

iSo, let not their speech then grieve you.} means, “their denying 
111 At-Tabari 20:5S2. 
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you and their disbelief in Allah.’ 

t* (ii-i & ^ 


4 Verily, We know what they conceal and what they reveal.$ 


means, We know everything about them, and We will punish 
them for their false claims and deal with them accordingly on 
the Day when none of their deeds, great or small, major or 
minor, will be overlooked, and eveiy deed they did throughout 
their worldly lives will be laid open for examination.’ 


Mi* U Xt -bji 4 a la ) j* AlJii- Ljl 0-— 

j^> JJLi js (pj p 'li ; " * tjf*i <>• J!» /* !' »■ 

il >1-1 bji efjJ' A3fC>-J® 


477. Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. 
Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent.} 

478. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation. He says: "Who will give life to these bones after they 
are rotten and have become dust?"} 

479. Say: "He will give life to them Who created than for the 
first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!"} 

480. He Who produces for you fire out of the great tree, what 
behold you kindle therewith.} 


The Denial of Life after Death, and the Refutation of this 
Idea 


Mujahid, Ikrimah, TJrwah bin Az-Zubayr, As-Suddi and 
Qatadah said, “Ubayy bin Khalaf, may Allah curse him, came 
to the Messenger of Allah jjjj with a dry bone in his hand, 
which he was crumbling and scattering in the air, saying, ‘O 
Muhammad! Are you claiming that Allah will resurrect this?’ 
He ^ said: 


Ojldl Jj i!^?u pi t illli w pi ipAjD 


«Yes, Allah, may He be exalted, will cause you to die, that He 
will resurrect you and will gather you into the Fire .»” 

Then these Ayat at the end of Surah Yd Sin were revealed: 

4jjjji iilili- LSI j>_ ff} 
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Surah 36. Ya Sin (77 - 80) (Part-21) 


iDoes not man see that We have created him from Nutfah.} - until 
the end of the SurahJ 1 * 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “Al-‘As bin Wa’il took a bone from the 
bed of a valley and crumbled it in his hand, then he said to 
the Messenger of Allah jg: Will Allah bring this back to life 
after it has disintegrated?’ The Messenger of Allah si said: 





• 


0 


'Ves, Allah will cause you to die, then He will bring you back 
to life, then He ivill make you enter Hell .» 

Then the Ay at at the end of Surah Yd Sin were revealed.” This 
was recorded by Ibn Jarir from Said bin Jubayr. 121 

Whether these Ayat were revealed about Ubayy bin Khalaf or 
Al-‘As bin Wa’il, or both of them, they apply to all those who 
deny the resurrection after death. The definite article u Al” in 




iDoes not man (Al-Insdn) see...} is generic, applying to all those 
who deny the Resurrection. 


lili 


oi 


\ 3 } 


ithat Wc have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands 
forth) as an open opponent.} 

means, the one who is denying the resurrection, cannot see 
that the One Who initiated creation can re-create it. For Allah 
initiated the creation of man from semen of despised fluid, 
creating him from something insignificant, weak and despised, 
as Allah says: 

jji j A;', fa? jU 

iDid We not create you from a despised water? Then We 
placed it in a place of safety, for a known period?} (77:20-22) 

iiU ^ jLsjj nil: cj> 


iVerily, We have created man from Nutfah} (76:2). 

*** At-Tabari 20:554. This is a Mursal narration, however, the next 
narration provides authentic support for the Hadith. 

121 At-Tabari 20:554. 
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which means, from a mixture of different fluids. The One Who 
created man from this weak Nutjah is not unable to re-create 
him after his death. 

Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that Bishr bin 
Jahhash said, “One day the Messenger of Allah spat in his 
hand and put his finger on it, then the Messenger of Allah jg 
said: 


\i\ ji- ‘ 54 * l-t $ : 3 ^’ 

o?a5juS*J 1 Sljl 


« Allah, may He be exalted, says: “Son of Adam, how can you 
outrun Me when I have created you from something like this, 
and when I have fashioned you and formed you, you walk in 
your cloak on the earth and it groans beneath your tread. You 
accumulate and do not spend until the death rattle reaches your 
throat, then you say, 7 want to give in charity,' but it is too 
late for charity ."s”* 1 ' 

It was also recorded by Ibn MajahJ 2 ' Allah says: 


4 'ff:? if' Cfv (*d**tf dr* 3u <uii- yl* LJ vd/A) ) 


iAtid he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation. He says: “Who will give life to these bones after they 
are rotten and have become dust?") 

meaning, he thinks it unlikely that Allah, the Almighty Who 
created the heavens and the earth, will re-create these bodies 
and dry bones. Man forgets about himself, that Allah created 
him from nothing and brought him into existence, and he 
knows by looking at himself that there is something greater 
than that which he denies and thinks impossible. Allah says: 


493v>»S^ «5^*" 1*Li3 c5ji' 1,-i 


iSay: "He will give life to them W/io created them for the first 
time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!") 
meaning, He knows about the bones in all areas and regions 


I 1 * Ahmad 4:210. 

121 Ibn Majah 2:903. 


Surah 36. Yd Sin (77 - 80) (Part-23) 


2 25 


of the earth, where they have gone when they disintegrated 
and dispersed. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ribl said: “ Uqbah bin ‘Amr said 
to Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, ‘Will you not 
tell us what you heard from the Messenger of Allah is,?’ He 
said, 1 heard him jg say: 


:aL& 1 «U>Jl t toVUl b jl® 

^1 p -j b lil i IjU aJ Llx>- J 

^U; auI 11 tl*li ijUJi Uj'.Jij Ujjji Ujiij tc— 

“a! ikiJtlLi- ‘ja : jli ?JjJj cJ.»j j*J :aJ jli p aaIJJ 


«Death approached a man and when there was no longer any 
hope for him, he said to his family, “When I die, gather a lot of 
firewood, then set it ablaze until my flesh is consumed and it 
reaches my bones and they become brittle. Then take them and 
grind them, and scatter them in the sea." So they did that, but 
Allah gathered him together and said to him: "Why did you do 
that?" He said, "Because l feared You." So Allah forgave 
him 


‘Uqbah bin ‘Amr said, ‘I heard him say that, and the man 
was a gravedigger.’ "I 1 ! 

Many versions of this Hadlth were recorded in the Two Sahihs. 
One of these versions mentions that he commanded his sons 
to bum him and then grind his remains into small pieces, and 
then scatter half of them on land and half of them on the sea 
on a windy day. So they did that, then Allah commanded the 
sea to gather together whatever remains were in it, and He 
commanded the land to do likewise, then he said to him, 
“Be!”, and he was a man, standing. Allah said to him. “What 
made you do what you did?” He said, “The fear of You, and 
You know best.” Straight away He forgave him. 121 


i 


* > . * >♦. 
A; -; 



ji ^ J-**- 


$He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when 
behold you kindle therewith > 


Ahmad 5:395. 

121 FcUh Al-Bari 6:594, Muslim 4:2110. 
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means, the One Who initiated the creation of this tree from 
water, when it has become green and beautiful, bearing fruit, 
then He changes it until it becomes dry wood with which fires 
are lit. For He does whatever He wills and He is able to do 
whatever He wills, and none can stop Him. Qatadah said 
concerning the Ayah: 


4 




iHe Who produces for you fire out of the greet i tree, when 
behold you kindle therewith.$ 

this means, the One Who brought forth this fire from this tree 
is able to resurrect him. It was said that this refers to the 
Markh tree and the ‘Afar tree, which grow in the Hijaz. If one 
wants to light a fire but has no kindling with him, then he 
takes two green branches from these trees and rubs one 
against the other, and fire is produced from them. So they are 
just like kindling. This was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him. 


^ A a' ^ l.U 




481. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to 
create the like of them? Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knoiving 
Supretne Creator.$ 

482. Verily, His command, wheti He intends a thing, is only 
that He says to it, "Be!" - and it is!} 

483. So glorified be He and exalted (above all that they 
associate with Him), and in Whose Hand is the dominion of all 
things, and to Him you shall be returned.} 

Allah points out His great might and power in that He created 
the seven heavens with all their stars and planets, and the 
seven earths with eveiything in them of mountains, sands, 
oceans and wildernesses, and everything in between. He tells 
us to find the proof that He will re-create our bodies in His 
creation of these mighty things. This is like the Ayah: 

4o^b^ lit ujuVfy 
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iThe creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind £ (40:57). 


And Allah says here: 


4/s nof He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to 
create the like of them?} 


meaning, the like of mankind. So, He will re-create them as He 
created them in the first place. Ibn Jarir said, “This Ayah is 
like the Ayah: 


J if- Cfi J jJjty 

if 


4Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life 
to the dead? Yes, He surely is able to do all things.} (46:33)” 


And Allah says here: 


% &} 


4Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verity, 
Hjs command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says 
to it, "Be!"- and it is!$ 


meaning, He only needs to command a thing once; it does not 
need to be repeated or confirmed. 

When Allah wants a thing to happen, He only says to it: 
“Be!” once, and it is. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 3gg said: 


*Ja Vj vIjJu Jills' U : ^U; «bl jJ B 

^jQaP JL>-U ^ fj* V) J ^ 

*0 lil i 


uAllah, may He be exalted, says: "O My servants, all of you 
are sinners apart from those whom 1 protect from sin . Seek My 
forgiveness and 1 will forgive you . All of you are in need except 
for those whom I make independent. I am Most Generous, 
Majestic, and I do whatever I will. My giving is a word and 
My punishment is a word. When I want a thing to happen I 



' frS I : S pBUiqv 


hi 


uiojj peaq siq pasrej aq uaqyw 'syv,qvtf uaAas ui sqvuns 
3uoj uaAas aqi pajpaj aq puB iqSiu auo S$E q?nv jo jaBuassapi 
aqi qiiM jaXojd ui poop i„ ‘pres ‘uitq qiiM pasoa[d aq qinv 
Xbui ‘ireureA-iv uiq qqpCeqptiH pqi papjooaj petuqv ureuq 
sjaqio puB ms/o£ jo sJB[oqos aqi jo iCjuofeui 
aqj jo uoiuido aqi si siqi pire ‘paxioo si qoiqM auo aqi si moia 
jauuoj aqi ing uifBaj jBtvjuids aqi qjiM op oj SBq jnj/opjvW 
pire uqBaj [BoisXqd aqi qiiM op 01 SBq yi n PV-lV Pqi urrep ajdoad 
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(1-19) 
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Surah 36. Yd Sin (81 - 83) {_ParL23 ) _ 

bowing, he said, 

#' " • <* ■ | «• , 

* 3 <U 1 

/l^ars tfie one who praises Him.* Then he said; 

15 Jlj Oj o ^5XJl <b JU»j>xJI c 

^Praise be to Allah, the Owner of Malakut, might, pride and 
greatness .» 

His bowing was as long as his standing position, and his 
prostration was as long as his bowing. Then he finished and 
my legs were nearly broken. 

Abu Dawud recorded that ‘Awf bin Malik Al-Ashja‘i, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “I stood in prayer with the 
Messenger of Allah ag one night and he recited Al-Baqarah. He 
did not reach any Ayah that mentioned mercy but he paused 
and asked for it, and he did not reach any Ayah that 
mentioned punishment but he paused and sought refuge from 
it. Then he bowed for as long as he had stood, and while 
bowing he said, 

^ / t • > - * * ' * 

3jla.J \j .o J Oj tS? 0_ L <3 

«Glory he to Allah, the Owner of might, Malakut, pride and 
greatness .» 

Then he prostrated for as long as he had bowed, and said 
something similar while prostrating. Then he stood and recited 
Al ‘Imran, then he recited one Surah after another.” 121 This 
was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in Ash-Shamd'il and An-Nasal. 13 ' 

This is the end of the Tafsur of Surah Ya Sin. All praise and 
thanks are due to Allah. 


111 Ahmad 5:396. 

121 Abu Dawud 1:544. 

131 Shama’U At-Tirmidhi 164, An-Nasal 2 :223. 
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The Tafstr of Surat As-Saffat 


Which was revealed in Makkah 
The Virtues of Surat As-Saffat 




til 
-vT * \ 


S An-Nasa’I recorded 
that . ‘Abdullah bin 
‘Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger 
of Allah used to 
command us to make 
our prayers short and 


Lo-pi) U? I 

he d to recite A* 
„ - ' , + ' ' > Saffat when he lead 

{Jp O^jfi OJJ>zL±j 

lidb^5 li J JlXfcO® 

o£>; 2 p-*> J5 Oj^J^ \ £*1 

\ 

^ 5 


us in prayer .” 1 1 This 
was recorded by An- 
Nasa*i only. 

/m f/ie Name 0 / Allah, 
the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful. 


•j. .-„j\. 

o y * ^ oj . i. | 

<jjj ii{ij> U) 

4 . » '.&£$ 


il. By those ranged in ranks.} 

<2. By tfiose who drive the clouds in a good way.} 


I 1 * An-Nasal 2 :95. 




232 


Tafsir Ibn Katfur 


43. By those who bring the Dhikr.} 

44. Verily, your Cod is indeed One;} 

45. Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and all that is 
between them, and Lord of every point of the sun's risings.} 

The angels witness to the Oneness of Allah. It was reported that 
‘Abdullah bin Mas*ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

4 ?, ^ lirf . J i '.rtljj ^ 

u 4By those ranged in ranks.} - they are the angels; 

4By those who drive the clouds in a good way.} 
they are the angels; 

4f:& 


4By those ivho bring the Dhikr.} 

they are the angels.” 111 This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Masruq, Said bin Jubayr, 
‘Ikrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Qatadah and Ar-Rabf‘ bin 
Anas. 121 Qatadah said, “The angels form ranks in the 
heavens.” 131 Muslim recorded that Hudhayfah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah said: 


0 


_L>J pj lij i \jj 


^01 llLo3> 


«We have been favored over the rest of mankind in three ways: 
our ranks have been made like the ranks of the angels; the 
entire earth has been made a Masjid for us; and its soil has 
been made a means of purification for us if we cannot find 
water. 1 "^ 


Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasal and Ibn Majah recorded that 
Jabir bin Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah said: 


111 At-Tabari 21:7. 

• 2| Al-Qurtubi 15:61 62. 
• 3| At-Tabari 21:7. 

|4) Muslim 1:371. 
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* S J Xj* 



«Will you not form ranks as the angels form ranks in the 
presence of their Lord ?» 

We said, *How do the angels form ranks in the presence of 
their Lord?’ He 3g said: 


11 They complete the rows nearer the front and they consolidate 
the rows, n”* 1 ' 


As-Suddi and others said that the Ayah 

iBy those who drive the clouds in a good way.} means that they 
drive the clouds. 


ii 


iBy those who bring the Dhikr.} 

As-Suddi said, “The angels bring the Scriptures and the 
Qur’an from Allah to mankind.” 


The One True God is Allah 



4J ^ 


iVerily, your God is indeed One, Lord of the heavens and the 
earth,} 

This is the One by Whom the oath is sworn, stating that there 
is no God worthy of worship but He, Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, 


4Q? tf} 


iand all that is between them,} means, of created beings. 


iand Lord of every point of the sun's risings.} 

111 Muslim 1:223, Abu Dawud 1:431, An-Nasal 2:92, Ibn Majah 
1:317 . 




234 


Tajsir Ibn Kathir 


means, He is the Sovereign Who is controlling His creation by 
subjugating it and all that is in it of stars, planets and 
heavenly bodies which appear from the east and set in the 
west. Mentioning the east is sufficient and there is no need for 
the west to be mentioned too, because it is implied in what is 
said. This has also been stated clearly elsewhere, in the Ayat. 


6. yJ&j £r*i' yj (S 


iSo I swear by the Lord of all the points of sunrise and sunset 
in the east and the west that surely We are able.} (70:40) 


4 *.>} 


i(He is) the Lord of the two easts and the Lord of the two 
wests.} (55:17) 

which refers to the rising and setting points of the sun and 
the moon in both winter and summer. 


yM 31 O y »■' -> V if' Jt liiw jiL/ Gill Uj) 

/udti iiiii 3ii»- o 4 ytic fij l^jio if j* jc-V' 

if fXf. 


46. Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars.} 

47. And to guard against every rebellious Shaytan.} 

48. They cannot listen to the higher group for they are pelted 
from every side.} 

49. Outcast, and theirs is a constant torment.} 

410. Except such as snatch away something by stealing, and 
they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness.} 


The Adornment and Protection of the Heaven comes 
from Allah 


Allah tells us that He has adorned the lowest heaven with the 
heavenly bodies for those among the people of the earth who 
look at it. The stars and planets in the sky give light to the 
people of earth, as Allah says: 


^ ' vli* Gcilj iply. bjJl •L»il( GI) jJlIj ^ 


4And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps, 
and We have made such lamps (as) tnissiles to drive away the 
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Shaydtin, and have prepared for them the torment of the blazing 
Fire.} (67:5), 


■&TJ 'll ■ I# I ^ U'lll l l ' -^jJ LjjJ jLwill ^ Hu y 

£$ £i> 0 a3 ^ ^ 


iAnd indeed, We have put the big stars in the heaven and We 
beautified it for the beholders. And We have guarded it from 
every outcast Shaytdn. Except him ivho steals the hearing then 
he is pursued by a clear flaming fire.} (15:16-18). 

And Allah says here: 

i&r.j} 


iA?id to guard} meaning, to protect as it should be protected, 

ipfi -Si ff 

iagainst every rebellious Shaytdn.} means, every insolent and 
impudent devil, when he wants to eavesdrop (on news in the 
heavens), a piercing fire comes and bums him. Allah, may He 
be glorified, says: 

yfl jj V> 


•{They cannot listen to the higher group} meaning, they cannot 
reach the higher group - which refers to the heavens and the 
angels in them - when they speak of what has been revealed by 
Allah of His Laws and decrees. We have already mentioned this 
when explaining the Hadiths quoted when we discussed the 
Ayah, 


jli lid i,lli ^ 4 Jii jc. li) ■&>.} 


iwhen fear is banished from their hearts, they say: " What is it 
that your Lord has said?" They say: "The truth. And He is the 
Most High, the Most Great.} (34:23). 

Allah says: 

/ \ 


4for they are pelted ^ meaning, they are hit, 

Ayfe $ vfr 

ifrom every side means, from all directions from which they 
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try to reach the heaven. 

^Outcast,} means, they are rejected, and are repelled and 
prevented from reaching it, and they are pelted. 

fit 

iand theirs is a constant torment.} means, in the Hereafter, they 
will have an ongoing, everlasting and painful torment, as Allah 
says: 

iand [We] have prepared for them the torment of the blazing 
Fire} (67:5). 

i'il&s au £ ^ 

iExcept such as snatch away something by stealing,} 

means, except for the one among the Shayatin who manages 
to get something, which is a word he has heard from the 
heaven. Then he throws it down to the one who is beneath 
him, who in turn throws it down to the one who is beneath 
him. Perhaps the flaming fire will strike him before he is able 
to throw it down, or perhaps he will throw it - by the decree of 
Allah - before the flaming fire strikes him and burns him. So 
the other devil takes it to the soothsayer, as we have seen 
previously in the Hadith. Allah says: 

if 'te- Z vi > 

iExcept such as snatch away something by stealing, and they 
are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness.} 

meaning, shining brightly. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “The Shayatin had places where they sat in the 
heavens listening to what was being revealed by Allah. The 
stars did not move and the Shayatin were not struck. When 
they heard the revelation, they would come down to earth and 
to every word they would add nine of their own. When the 
Messenger of Allah was sent, if a Shaytan wanted to take 
his seat in the heavens, the flaming fire would come and 
would not miss him; it would burn him eveiy time. They 
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complained about this to Iblls, may Allah curse him, and he 
said, ‘Something must have happened.’ He sent his troops out 
and they found the Messenger of Allah jg standing in prayer 
between the two mountains of Nakhlah.” - Wald' said, “This 
means in the valley of Nakhlah.” - “They went back to Iblls 
and told him about that, and he said, This is what has 
happened.’ ”* 1 * 


( // .iu lil Lit- & f\ CiL- ^ 

(V" ji x'j'viyljVi £}P» ^ V!/ lli 


i ^ >1?" * if ■* i''-if ^ z 

^ by *-w> tA Wy 


422. Then ask them: "Are they harder to create, or those whom 
We have created?" Verily, We created them of a sticky clay.} 
412. Nay, you wondered while they mock. } 

423. And when they are reminded, they pay no attention 

424. And ivhen they see an Ayah (a sign) from Allah, they 
mock at it.} 

425. And they say: "This is nothing but evident magic!"} 

426. "When we are dead and have become dust and bones, 
shall we verily be resurrected?"} 

417. “And also our fathers of old?"} 

418. Say : "Yes, and you shall then be humiliated."} 

419. It will be a single Zajrah/ 21 and behold, they will be 
staring!} 


The Certainty of Life after Death 

Allah says: ‘Ask these people, those who deny the resurrection, 
which is harder to create? Are they more difficult to create or 
the heavens, the earth, the angels, devils, the mighty creatures 
- everything in between them?’ Ibn Mas*ud said that they 
admitted that these thing's were harder to create than they 
wereJ 3 * If this is the case, then why do they deny the 

111 At-Jabari 21:12. 

I 2 * See the Tafsir of Surat As-Saffat (37:19|. 

131 At-Tabari 21 :19. 



resurrection, when they see things that are greater than that 
which they deny? As Allah says: 


V ujdli ^Ii. ^ 



iThe creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not > 
(40:57) 

Then Allah explains that they were created from something 
weak, as He says: 

4^ $ oi 

iVerily, We created them of a sticky clay Mujahid, Said bin 
Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, “This is the useful kind of mud 
which sticks to itself.” 111 Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, and ‘Ikrimah said, “It is sticky and useful.” Qatadah said, 
“It is that which sticks to the hand.” 




iNay, you wondered while they mock.$ means, “you were 
astounded, O Muhammad, at these people who denied the 
resurrection whilst you were certain that it is true, when they 
disbelieved in what Allah told you of this wondrous matter, 
which is the re-creation of their bodies after they have 
disintegrated. They oppose what you say because of their 
intense disbelief and they make fun of what you tell them 
about that.’ 

Qatadah said, “Muhammad was astounded by the 
mockery of the misguided ones among the sons of Adam.”* 2 * 

$And when they see an Ayah$ means, clear evidence and proof, 


ithey mock at it.$ Mujahid and Qatadah said, “They make fun of 
it.”* 3 * 


Al-Qurtubi 15:69, At-Tabari 21:22. 
121 At-Tabari 21:23. 

131 At-Tabari 21:24. 
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iAnd they say: "This is 
nothing but evident 
magic!”} 

means, ‘this that you 
have brought is 
nothing but plain 
magic.’ 

u au, # gj a, iij> 

Cjic ji 

}When we are dead and 
have become dust and 
bones, shall we (then) 
verily be resurrected? 
And also our fathers of 
old?} 

They thought that 
this was unlikely to 
happen, and they did 
not believe it. 

iSay: "Yes, and you shall then be humiliated".} 

means, ‘tell them, O Muhammad: Yes, you will be raised up 
on the Day of Resurrection, after you have become dust and 
bones, and you will be humiliated,’ i.e., put to shame before 
His great might. This is like the Ayat 

iU& # 

iAnd all shall come to Him, humbled} (27:87), and 

iVerily, those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation!} (40:60) 

Then Allah says: 


r rf? -S'i'Sm Vi 

r S + J* * " 


*>> a# f/ ; ^ . M-,r 

U ® ^ 0^5 SrL^ 
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f irt-j oft £6^ 

ilt will be a single Zajrah, and behold, they will be staring!) 

means, it will be a single command from Allah, He will call 
them once to come forth from the earth, then they will be 
standing before Him, staring at the horrors of the Day of 
Resurrection. And Allah knows best. 


Ojjl tfjji p> cue pj u* Upi. yiyy 

prl cl! <s( oji Jt fjJAt 

> j? $«££ v j31; 


<20. 77:a/ will say: "Woe to us! This is the Day of 
Recompense!") 

421. (It will be said:) "This is the Day of Judgement which you 
used to deny.”) 

422 . (It will be said to the angels:) Assemble those who did 
wrong, together with their companions and what they used to 
worship,) 

423. Instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of flaming 
Fire (Hell);) 

424. But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned.) 

425. "What is the matter with you? Why do you not help one 
another?") 

426. Nay, but that Day they shall surrender.) 


The Day of Recompense 

Allah tells us what the disbeliever will say on the Day of 
Resurrection, how they will blame themselves and admit that 
they wronged themselves in this world. When they see the 
horrors of the Day of Resurrection with their own eyes, they 
will be filled with regret at the time when regret will not avail 
them anything. 

£ & G& %) 

iThey will say: "Woe to us! This is the Day of Recompense!") 
And the angels and the believers will say: 
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477iis is the Day of Judgement which you used to deny 

This will be said to them as a rebuke and reproof. Allah will 
command the angels to separate the disbeliever from the 
believers in the place where they are standing. Allah says: 

yn 4 ^ 

i(It will be said to the angels:) Assemble those who did wrong, 
together with their companions) 

An-Nu‘man bin Bashir, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
“Their companions means their counterparts, those who are 
like them.”* 1 * This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Said bin 
Jubayr, ‘Ikrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Abu Salih, Abu Al- 
‘Aliyah and Zayd bin Aslam.”* 2 * Shank said, narrating from 
Simak, from An-Nu‘man: “I heard TJmar say: 

4 

iAssemble those who did wrong, together with their 
companions) 

means, Those who are like them. So those who committed 
Zina will be gathered with others who committed Zina, those 
who dealt in Riba will be gathered with others who dealt in 
Riba, those who drank wine will be gathered with others who 
drank wine.’ Mujahid and Said bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas: 

4 their companions) means “Their friends.” 

4j®* ^3* oj iX ^o) 

iand what they used to worship. Instead of Allah,) means, instead 
of Allah, i.e., their idols and false gods will be gathered together 
with them in the same place. 

iand lead them on to the way of flaming Fire.) means, take them 
to the way to Hell. This is like the Ayah: 

111 At-Tabari 21 :27. 

121 At-Tabari 21:27, 28. 
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(V> _ ~ *vi- /*> - >> -''At v 

lU£r=> (^*r- Lwy liyj ? 


iand We skull gather than together on the Day of Resurrection 
on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode will be Hell; 
whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire} (17:97). 


4 frl 

iBut stop them, verily, they are to be questioned.} 

means, stop them so that they may be questioned about the 
things they did and said in this world. As Ad-Dahhak said, 
narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, this means, ‘detain them, for they 
are to be brought to account.’ ‘Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak said, 
“I heard *Uthman bin Za’idah say, The first thing about which 
a man will be asked is the company that he kept. Then by 
way of rebuke, it will be said to them: 

iWhat is the matter with you? Why do you not help one 
another?}.’ ” 

meaning, ‘as you claimed that you would all help one another.’ 

iNay, but that Day they shall surrender.} 
means, they will be subjected to the command of Allah, and 
they will not be able to resist it or avoid it. And Allah knows 
best. 



427. And they will him to one another and question one 
another.} 


i28. They will say : “It was you who used to come to us from 
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the right side."} 

429. They will reply: "Nay, you yourselves were not 
believers."} 

430. "And we had no authority over you. Nay! But you were a 
transgressing people."} 

431. "So now the Word of our Lord has been justified against 
us, that we shall certainly taste (the torment).'"} 

432. "So we led you astray because we were ourselves 
astray."} 

433. Then verily, that Day, they will (all) share in the 
torment.} 

434. Certainly, that is how We deal with the criminals.} 

435. Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha illallah,” they 
puffed themselves up zoith pride.} 

436. And (they) said: "Are we going to abandon our gods for 
the sake of a mad poet?"} 

437. Nay! he has come with the truth and he confirms the 
Messengers.} 


The arguing of the Idolators on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that the disbeliever will blame one another in the 
arena of Resurrection, just as they will argue with one another 
in the levels of Hell: 

Si JA XZ ^ P & Ip} 


Ki 




iThe weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Verily, we 
followed you, can you then take from us some portion of the 
Fire?" Those who were arrogant will say: "We are all 
(togetlter) in this (Fire)! Verily, Allah has judged between (His) 
servants!"} (40:47-48) 


Jji-i Jjii' - If*! l&j ^j} 

ii) ciif jii & p % sii 
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& & & ']& J ij ugj uk |&& 

> tor uk o jivr o^-j vuii bs □ &a 


!$i? c ^ 


4B«f «/ you could see whetz the wrongdoers will be made to 
stand before their Lord, how they will cast the (blaming) word 
one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we should 
certainly have been believers!" And those who were arrogant 
will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you 
back from guidance after it had come to you? Nay, but you 
were criminals." Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night 
and day, when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up 
rivals to Him!" And each of them (parties) zvill conceal their 
own regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put 
iron collars round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they 
requited aught except what they used to do?} (34:31-33) 

Similarly, they are described here as saying: 


ilt was you zvho used to come to us from the right side.} 

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said; “They will say, Tou 
used to force us because of your position of power over us, for 
we were weak and you were strong.’” Qatadah said, “Men will 
say to the Jinn, ‘You used to come to us from the right side to 
block every good deed, and you told us not to do it and you 
tried to put obstacles in our way.’” As-Suddi said, “You used 
to come to us to block the truth, and you made falsehood look 
attractive to us, and you prevented us from seeing the 
truth.”* 11 Ibn Zayd said, it means: “You stood in the way 
between us and goodness, and you repelled us from Islam and 
faith and doing the good deeds that we had been commanded 
to do.”* 2 * Yazld Ar-Rishk said, “from La ilaha illalldh.” 




*** At-Tabari 21:32. 
121 At-Tabari 21:32. 
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iTltey will reply: "Nay, you yourselves were not believers."} 

The leaders of the Jinn and mankind will say to their 
followers, “It is not as you say; your hearts denied faith and 
were open to disbelief and sin.” 

4 Jiii « & <3 X & 

iAnd we had no authority over you.} means, “we had no proof of 
the truth of that to which we called you.’ 

Cj 


$Nay! But you were a transgressing people.} 


'You yourselves were evildoers and transgressors against the 
truth, so you responded to us and neglected the truth which 
the Prophets brought with proof, and you went against them.’ 


El v;& L&3 


iSo now the Word of our Lord has been justified against us, 
that we shall certainly (have to) taste (the torment). So we led 
you astray because we were ourselves astray.} 

Those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed 
weak, ‘the Word of Allah has been justified against us, that we 
are among the doomed who will taste the punishment of the 
Day of Resurrection.’ 


4So we led you astray} means, ‘so we called you to misguidance,’ 

& f>\} 


4 because we were ourselves astray.} means, *we called you to 
follow the path which we were on, and you responded.’ Allah 

says: 

4 f ofjeJ yUi’f j (£$} 


4Then verily, that Day, they will (all) share in tl\e torment.} 

means, all of them will be in Hell, each according to what he 
deserves. 


4ij>f Yl V Jj til (,\j} 


iCertainly, that is how We deal with criminals. Truly, when it 
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was said to them: "La ilalta illallah," they puffed themselves up 
with pride.} 


means, in this world they were too arrogant to say these 
words as the believers said them. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 


i«l VI \ V :JU *.iil VI ill V >01 Jjlif M 


»/ have been commanded to fight the people until they say La 
ilaha ill-Allah. Whoever says La ilaha illallah, he and his 
property are safe from me except for his obligation, and his 
reckoning will be with Allah, may He be glorified 

Allah revealed in His Book the story of people who were 
arrogant, as He says: 


!!♦ ifjU lL) VK, —1 lill V"l <d[ V 0 IjilT p£\} 


iTruly, when it was said to them: “La ilaha illallah," they 
puffed themselves up with pride. And (they) said: "Are we 
going to abandon our gods for the sake of a mad poet?"} 

meaning, ‘Shall we stop worshipping our gods and the gods of 
our forefathers just because of the words of this mad poet?’ - 
meaning the Messenger of Allah jg. Allah said in refutation of 
their attitude: 


iNayl he has come with the truth} meaning, the Messenger of 
Allah sgjj has brought the truth with all that Allah has revealed 
to him of stories and commandments. 

J±Z} 


iand he confirms the Messengers.} means, he fulfills their 
prophecies of his praiseworthy characteristics and his perfect 
way, and he tells people of the Laws and commands of Allah, as 
they said he would. 


m 


Muslim 1:52. 
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oj 3i * C vt Ju jii 


iNothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers 
before you} (41:43). 


if -r 

4 JJ 1 ..T 5 ;, 


u> j; wjj/r X'-'i / 

^ <4 (*4> ay 
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438. Verily, you are going to taste the painful torment;} 

439. And yow wi// fee requited nothing except for what you 
ttsed to do.} 

440. Save the chosen servants of Allah.} 

443. For them there will be a known provision,} 

$42. Fruits; and they shall be honored,} 

443. In the Gardens of Delight,} 

444. Facing one another on thrones.} 

445. Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine} 

446. White, delicious to the drinkers.} 

447. Neither will they have Glunvl from that nor will they 
suffer intoxication therefrom.} 

448. And beside them will be Qdsirat-At-Tarf with (wide and 
beautiful) eyes.} 

449. as if they were Boyd Maknun.} 


The Punishment of the Idoiators and the Reward of the 
sincere Believers 


Allah says, addressing the people: 




4 Verily, you are going to taste the painful torment; and you 
will be requited nothing except for what you used to do.} 

Then He makes an exception in the case of His sincerely 
believing servants. This is like the Ay at. 
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ifiy the Time. Verily, man is in loss, Except those who believe 
and do righteous deeds...) (103:1-3), 


i£& j£C ^ 


Ji-I ^ 




£*r ^ -4 


iVerily, We created man in the best stature. Then We reduced 
him to the lowest of the low. Save those who believe and do 
righteous deeds > (95:4-6). 




4c; js sr 4^ 

4'S^g £ 


iThere is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is 
with your Lord, a decree which must be accomplished. Then We 
shall save those who have Taqwa. And We shall leave the 
wrongdoers therein to their knees.) (19:71-72); and 


iEvery person is a pledge for what he has earned, except those 
on the right) (74:38-39). 

Allah says here: 

4 j,Cc 


iSave the chosen servants of Allah.) meaning, they will not taste 
the painful torment nor will they be brought to account. Their 
evil acts, if there are any, will be overlooked, and each good 
deed will be rewarded in multiples of between ten and seven 
hundred, or as much as Allah wills. 




iFor them there will be a known provision,) Qatadah and As- 
Suddi said, “This means Paradise.”^ 1 * It is explained further in 
the next Ayah: 


4 Fruits ^ meaning, of different kinds. 

<&P 

m 


At-Tabari 21:35. 
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iand they shall be honored,$ means, they will be served and will 
live a life of luxury. 




$In the Gardens of Delight, facing one another on thrones. 

Mujahid said, “One of them will not look at one another’s 
backs. ^ 11 


4 ® 




iRound them will be passed a cup of pure wine - white, 
delicious to the drinkers. Neither will they have Ghawl from 
that nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom. 

This is like the Ayah : 


jj 




& cfri lVjCIj j'jij |I^lc 



>• > > 
Oj^H 


boys will go around them (serving), with cups, and 
jugs, and a glass of flowing wine, from which they will get 
neither any aching of the head nor any intoxication .$>[ 56:17- 
19). 


Allah refined the wine of Paradise from the bad effects of the 
wine of this world, which causes headaches and stomach 
aches - which is the meaning of Ghawl - causing people to 
lose their minds completely. So He says here: 


iRound them ivill be passed a cup of pure wine > 

meaning, wine from a flowing stream which they do not fear 
will ever be cut off or cease. Malik narrated that Zayd bin 
Aslam said, “White flowing wine,” meaning, with a bright, 
shining color, unlike the wine of this earth with its ugly, 
repulsive colors of red, black, yellow and turbid shades, and 
other features which are repugnant to anyone of a sound 
nature. 


[i] 




Al-Qurtubi 15:77. 
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itdelicious to the drinkers.} means, its taste will be as good as its 
color, and a good taste indicates that it has a good smell, 
unlike the wine of this world. 

ft # 

iNeitlter will they have Ghaivl from that} 

means, it will not have any effects on them such as causing 
stomach aches. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. 1 ' 1 This is 
unlike the wine of this world, which causes colic and so on, 
because it is too watery. 

idjyjl ft ^ Vj} 

inor will they suffer intoxication therefrom.} 

Mujahid said, “It will not cause them to lose their minds.” |21 
This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Muhammad bin Kals, 
Al-Hasan. ‘Ata’ bin Abi Muslim Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi and 
others. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said, “Wine 
causes four things: intoxication, headache, vomiting and 
urine.”* 31 So, when Allah mentions the wine of Paradise, He 
states that it is free of these characteristics, as mentioned in 
Surat As-Saffat. 

iAnd beside tltem will be Qdsirat At-Tarf} 

means, chaste females, who will not look at anyone other than 
their husbands, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Zayd bin Aslam, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others said.* 4 ' 

iwith (wide and beautiful) eyes ^means, with beautiful eyes. It was 
also said that it means with wide eyes, which is connected to the 
first meaning. They are wide-eyed and beautiful, and their eyes 
are described as being beautiful and chaste. Allah says: 

111 At-Tabari 21:38. 

121 At-Tabari 21:40. 

131 Al-Qurtubi 15:79. 

141 At-Tabari 21:41,42. 
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" ",s*. .. beswte f/i^m will 

J£iliSfjlj iE| cyj^JojSoj4 ilsj\S^be Oasiraf At-Tarf. with 


be Qasirat At-Tarf, with 


Jj* and beauti f“ l) 

I 4^S^2 J£ 

^ s ,y they were Bay( { 

o y;t'U»Irf^ £i£Lt^v$Jffi Makniin > Their bodies 

*r*sv"x ♦•'*#**' ,•■' T .-• are described as 

LgiU> having the most 

perfect color - <Ali bin 
^'f'TTZ Abi ? all > ah reported 
^ l^dc- that Ibn ‘Abbas, may 

^-.- <v .><<£**' \rl' ■> r . !-« .' Allah be pleased with 

him: 

^d^YJlAj ^jOjVV/^=»iji4lj j£j 40S^ 

^ O^A^li o ^ - *^ 4 fls if they were Bayd 

<<^JUS\U'^A\ means - as if 

^ ^ „ "" ' they were hidden 

oJrS^ pearls, 111 

=^=[j Al-Hasan said: 

& &> 

4^5 if they were Bayd Maknun.fy means, protected, never touched 
by any hands. As-Suddi said, “The well preserved egg in its 
nest.” Said bin Jubayr said: 

<#s>& X ifr> 

ias if they were Bayd Makniin.$ means, “The inside of the egg.” 
‘Ata’ A1 Khurasani said, “It is the membrane which is between 
its outer shell and its inner contents.” As-Suddi said: 

x tin 

4as if they were Bayd Makniin .$> means, “The white of the egg 


At-Tabari 21:43. 
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all kinds of good food, drink, clothes and other delights no eye 
has seen, no ear has heard, never having comprehend the 
mind of man. 

4 pri 

iA speaker of thetn will say: "Verily, I had a companion..."} 

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him said, “This refers to an idolator man who had a 
companion among the believers in this world.”*'* 

rjJiU 

iWho used to say: “Are you among those who believe..."} 

means, ‘do you believe in the resurrection after death, and the 
Reckoning and reward or punishment?’ He used to say that by 
way of astonishment, disbelief and stubbornness. 

Q $ % e. U} 

4(That) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we 
indeed be indebted (Madiniin).} 

Mujahid and As-Suddi said, “Brought to account.”* 2 * Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and Muhammad bin 
Ka*b Al-Qurazi said, “Rewarded or punished according to our 
deeds.”* 3 * Both views are correct. 

Al*®* J* J^} 

i(The speaker) said: "Will you look down?"} 

meaning, look over. The believer will say this to his 
companions among the people of Paradise. 

4 So he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire.} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Sa*Id bin Jubayr, 
Khulayd Al-TJsari, Qatadah, As-Suddi and ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani 
said, “This means, in the middle of Hell.”*'** Al-Hasan Al- 

111 At-Tabari 21:45. 

* 2 ' At-Tabari 21:47. 

* 3 * At-Tabari 21:47. 

* 4 ' At-Tabari 21:48. 
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Basri said, "In the middle of Hell as if he were a burning 
star.” 111 

4o] aLL' 

4He Sflirf; "By Allah! You have nearly ruined me."} 

The believer will say, addressing the disbeliever: *By Allah, you 
nearly caused me to be doomed, if I had obeyed you/ 

4 Had if trot been for the grace of my Lord , J would certainly 
have been among those brought forth (to Hell).} 

means, Were it not for the favor of my Lord towards me, I 
would have been like you in the middle of Hell where you are, 
brought forth with you for punishment. But He bestowed His 
grace upon me, had mercy upon me and guided me to faith 
and to belief in Him Alone/ 

4^' &JLA J ^j} 

iand never could we have found guidance, were it not that 
Allah had guided us!} (7:43) 

iAre we then not to die (any more)? Except our first death, 
and we shall not be punished?} 

This is what the believers will say when they feel joy at what 
Allah has given them, and they realize that they are to remain 
in Paradise forever with no punishment and no death to come. 
Allah says: 

*£& £ Ui l\} 

iTruly, this is the supreme success!} Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 
"They know that death brings an end to every delight, so they 
will say, 

4:<^a 1L Vj 'M’.IkSL* (3>} 

$Are we then not to die? Except our first death, and we shall 
not be punished?} 


m 


At-Jabari 21 :48. 
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It will be said, “No, 

iTruly, this is the supreme si/ccess/^.” 11 * 
jiLii 'i* 

4for the like of this let the workers work Ibn Jarir said, “These 
are the Words of Allah, and it means: for the like of this 
pleasure and this success, let the workers work in this world, 
so that they may attain it in the Hereafter. 121 

The Story of Two Israelites 

They mentioned the story of two men among the Children of 
Israel who were partners and who are included in the meaning 
of this Ayah. Abu Ja‘far bin Jarir recorded that Furat bin 
Thalabah Al-Bahrani said concerning the Ayah, 

ilrt) 4 

iVcrily, ] had a companion > “There were two men who were 
partners and had collected eight thousand Dinars. One of them 
had a craft and the other did not. The one who had a craft said 
to the other, 'You do not have a craft, so I think I will divide the 
money with you and leave you ’ So he left him. Then the man 
bought a house, belonging to a king who had died, for the price 
of one thousand Dinars. He called his companion and showed 
him the house, saying, “What do you think of this house? I 
bought it for one thousand Dinars.’ He said, ‘How beautiful it 
is.’ When he went out he said, ‘O Allah, this companion of mine 
has bought this house for one thousand Dinars’, I ask You for 
one of the houses of Paradise - and he gave one thousand 
Dinars in charity.’ Then as much time passed as Allah willed 
should pass. 

The first man married a woman with a dowry of one 
thousand Dinars, and invited his companion and made food 
for him. When he came, he said, ‘I have married this woman 
with a dowry of one thousand Dinars.’ He replied; ‘How 
beautiful this is.’ And when he left, he said, ‘O Lord, my 


1 1 ' Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :95. 
121 At-Tabari 21:52. 
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companion has married a woman with a dowry of one 
thousand Dinars ; I ask you for a wife from among Al-Hur Al- 
‘lyri - and he gave one thousand Dinars in chanty. Then as 
much time passed as Allah willed should pass. 

Then the first man bought two gardens for two thousand 
Dinars, then he called his companion and showed them to 
him. He said, 1 have bought these two gardens for two 
thousand Dinars.' He replied, How beautiful this is.’ When he 
came out, he said, ‘O Lord, my companion has bought two 
gardens for two thousand Dinars , I ask you for two gardens in 
Paradise’ - and he gave two thousand Dinars in charity. 

Then the angel came to them and took their souls in death. 
He took the one who had given his money in charity and put 
him in a house that he liked. There, there was a woman who 
was so beautiful that the ground shinned under her, then he 
(the angel) took him to two gardens and gave him other things 
which are known only to Allah. The man said, This is like a 
man who has such and such.’ The angel said, That is exactly 
what it is; this house, these gardens and this wife are all for 
you.’ The man said, 1 had a companion who used to say: Are 
you among those who believe?’ It was said to him, “He is in 
Hell.’ He said, Will you look down?’ So he looked down and 
saw him in the midst of Hell. At this, he said: 


^ ‘-*-4" '■’I 4*^^ 


4By Allah! You have nearly ruined me. Had it not been for the 
grace of my Lord, I would certainly have beat among those 
brought forth (to Hell).y *** 


-j 0\ u 00 Ul f' 

rrl H f J0 6) f 
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462. Is that (Paradise) better aitertainmait or the tree of 
Zaqqum?4 


I 1 * At-Tabari 21:45. This narration is among those, the Muslim is not 
required to believe in. 
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463. Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers.) 

464. Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell- 
fire,) 

i65. The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of 
Shaydtin.) 

4.66. Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies 
therewith.) 

467. Then on the top of tlwt they will be given boiling 
Harntm.) 

468. Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire 
of Hell.) 

469. Verily, they found their fathers on the wrong path;) 

470. So they (too) hastened in their footsteps!) 


The Tree of Zaqqum and its Companions 

Here Allah asks: Is that which He has mentioned of the 
delights of Paradise with its food, drink, companions and other 
joys better entertainment, or 


4or the tree of Zaqqum) which is in Hell?’ The meaning here is a 
specific kind of tree which is called Zaqqum. This is like the 
Ayah: 



6 ? 


JM*- *++ " * \ 


4And a tree tlwt springs forth from Mount Sinai, that grows 
(produces) oil, and (it is a) relish for the eaters.) (23:20) - 
which is the olive tree. This is supported by the Ayah: 


4$ ojilli $ fe\ p) 


4Tlien moreover, verily, - you the erring-ones, the deniers! 
You, verily, will eat of the trees of Zaqqum.) (56:51-52). 




4Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers.) 
Qatadah said, “The tree of Zaqqum is mentioned as a test for 
those who are misguided. They said, “Your companion tells you 
that in the Fire there is a tree, but fire consumes trees.’ Then 
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Allah revealed the words: 

4 d4 d 

iVerily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire.} 

meaning, it is nourished by the fire, for it was created from 
fire.”* 1 * Mujahid said: 

0Z. Ul> 


}Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers.} 

Abu Jahl, may Allah curse him, said, “Zaqqum means dates 
and butter which I eat [Atazaqqamuhi/].” 121 

I say that the meaning of the Ayah is, “We have told you, O 
Muhammad, of the tree of Zaqqum as a trial with which We 
test the people to see who will believe and who will disbelieve.” 
This is like the Ayah: 

Lj jl.J-ili j iyJjf jjGU Scji V) (v)\ bii». 


4And We made not the vision which we showed you but a trial 
for mankind, and the accursed tree in the Qur'an. We warn 
and make them afraid but it only increases them in naught save 
great disbelief, oppression and disobedience to Allah} (17:60). 


4' d4 li ££ &\} 

iVerily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire.} 
means, its roots grow at the bottom of Hell. 


4The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of ShayatTn.4 

this is a description of how ugly and repulsive it is. It is 
likened to 


ithe heads of Shaydtfn $►, even though they have never seen them, 
because it is a well-established idea in people's minds that 
devils are ugly in appearance. 


111 At-Tabari 21:52. ** 
121 At-Tabari 21:53. 
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iTruly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies therewith.} 


Allah mentions that they will eat of this extremely ugly tree 
even though its fruit tastes and smells so bad; they will be 
forced to eat from it because they will not find anything else to 
eat except this tree and similar things, as Allah says: 




iNo food will there be for them but a poisonous thorny plant, 
Which will neither nourish nor avail against hunger.} (88:6 -7). 




iThen on the top of that they will be boiling Hamtm} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This means 
they will be given boiling Hamtm to drink after they have eaten 
from Zaqqum.” ll] According to another report, he said that 
this means a mixture made from boiling water. [21 Someone 
else said that it means boiling water will be mixed with pus 
and offensive discharges that leak from their private parts and 
eyes. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Said bin Jubayr said, “When 
the people of Hell get hungry, they will ask for food from the 
tree of Zaqqum. They will eat from it, then the skin of their 
faces will fall off, If someone were to pass by, he would 
recognize them from their faces. Then thirst will be sent upon 
them, so they will ask to be given something to drink, and 
they will be given water like boiling oil that has been heated to 
the ultimate degree. When it is brought near to their mouths, 
the flesh of their faces from which the skin has fallen off will 
be baked by its heat, and whatever is in their stomachs will 
melt. They will walk with their guts fallin g out and with their 
skin falling off, then they will be beaten with hooked rods of 
iron. Then every part of their bodies will burst into loud 
lamentations. 


111 At-Tabari 21:55. 

* 2 * At-Tabari 21:52. For an explanation of Hamtm, see the Tafsir of 
Surat Ar-Rahman (55:44). 
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4 Then thereafter, verily, their return is to tlte flaming fire of 
Hell.) 


means, after that interval, they will be sent back to the 
burning fire, searing heat and scorching flames, and they will 
rotate between the one and the other. This is like the Ayah, 


iThey will go between it (Hell) and the fierce boiling water!} 
(55:44). 

Qatadah recited this Ayah when discussing this Ayah) 1 * This 
is a good interpretation. ‘Abdullah bin Mas“Qd recited it 
differently, with the meaning “Their return in the afternoon.” 
‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, used to say: “By 
the One in Whose Hand is my soul, midday on the Day of 
Resurrection will not come until the people of Paradise will be 
in Paradise and the people of Hell will be in Hell.” Then he 
recited: 


4 §^ 






iTIte dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best 
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose} (25:24). 121 
Allah’s saying; 

iVerily, they found their fathers on the wrong path;} 

means, We will punish them for that because they found their 
fathers following misguidance and they followed them with no 
evidence or proof.’ Allah says: 

if 

4So they (too) luistened in their footsteps!} 

Mujahid said, “This is like running.”* 31 Said bin Jubayr said, 
“They followed ignorance and foolishness.” 


111 At-Tabari 21:56. 
* 2 * At-Tabari 21:56. 
131 At-Tabari 21:57. 
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471 . And indeed most of 
the earlier ones went as¬ 
tray before them;} 

472. And indeed We 
sent among them 
wamers;} 

473. Then see what was 
the end of those who 
were warned.} 

474. Except the chosen 
servants of Allah.} 

Allah tells us that 
most of the previous 
nations went astray, 
worshipping other 
gods alongside Allah. 
He states that He 

sent among them wamers to alert them to the anger, wrath 
and vengeance of Allah towards those who disbelieve in Him 
and worship others besides Him. He tells us that they 
persisted in their opposition to their Messengers and their 
disbelief in them, so He destroyed those who disbelieved in 
Him and saved the believers and caused them to prevail. Allah 
says: 
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4Then see what was the end of those who were warned. Except 
the chosen servants of Allah}. 
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i75. And indeed Niih invoked Us, and We are the best of those 
who answer.$ 

476. And We rescued him and his family from the great 
distress,$ 

477. And, his progeny, them We made the survivors.$ 

$78. And left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later 
generations} 

479. "Salam (peace!) be upon Niih among tire all creatures!")? 

480. Verily, thus We reward the gooddoers.} 

481. Verily, he [Niih] was one of Our believing servants.$ 

482. Then We drowned the others.} 


Niih and His People 

When Allah tells us about how most of the early people went 
astray from the path of salvation, He starts the detailed 
explanation of that with the story of Nuh and the rejection of 
his people. Only a few of Nuh’s people believed in him, despite 
the long period of time he spent among them. He stayed 
among them for one thousand years less fifty, and after he 
stayed among them for so long and their disbelief became too 
much for him to bear - for every time he called them, they 
turned away from him even more - he prayed to his Lord 
saying, “I have been overcome, so help (me)!” So Allah became 
angry because Nuh was angry with them. He says: 

4And indeed Niih invoked Us, and We are the best of those 
who answer.} 

4And We rescued him and his family from the great distress.} 
means, their disbelief and their insults. 

4And, his progeny, them We made the survivors.} 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
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pleased with him, “There was no one left apart from the 
offspring of Nuh, peace be upon him.” 11 ’ Said bin Abi ‘Arubah 
said, narrating from Qatadah concerning the Ayah, 

iAnd, his progeny, them We made the survivors.} 

“All people descended from the offspring of NQh, peace be 
upon him.” 12 ’ At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi flatim 
narrated from Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, that 
the Prophet sg said, concerning the Ayah, 

iAnd, his progeny, them We made the survivors}: 

'•UK 

«Sam, Ham and Yafith .» ,3) 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Samurah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“SflJH was the fattier of the Arabs, Ham was the father of the 
Ethiopians and Yafith was the father of the Romans 

This was also recorded by At-TirmidhiJ 5 ' What is meant 
here by Romans is the original Romans, i.e., the Greeks who 
claimed descent from Ruma (Roma) the son of Liti, the son of 
YUnan, the son of Yafith, the son of Nuh, peace be upon him. 

a *£ 

iAnd left for him among the later generations.} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “He is 
remembered in a good way.”* 6 * Mujahid said this means “An 

111 At-Tabari 21:59. 

121 At-Tabari 21:59. 

^ Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:365, At-Tabari 21:59. See the note below. 
Ahmad 5:9. 

Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:98. The majority consider these to be 
unauthentic. 

161 At-Tabari 21 ;60. 
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honorable mention by all the Prophets.” 111 Qatadah and As- 
Suddi said, “Allah caused him to be praised constantly by 
others.” 121 Ad-Dahhak said it means “ Salam and praise.” 

iSalam (peace!) be upon Nuh among the all creatures!} 

This explains for us the extent of the honorable mention and 
praise, for he is greeted with peace by all groups and nations. 

iVerily, thus We reward the gooddoers.} means, This is how We 
reward those of Our servants who do deeds of obedience to 
Allah. We gave him an honorable mention so that after he died 
he is still remembered in a manner that befits his status.’ Then 
Allah says: 

iVerily, he [Nuh] was one of Our believing servants.} 

meaning, one of the sincere believers in the Oneness of Allah, 
one of those who had certain faith. 



iThen We drowned the others.$ means, We destroyed them, and 
there was no trace whatsoever left of them, and they are only 
known by this unfavorable description.’ 




-ill iij 


H ot Qfr 


4S3. And verily, among those who followed his way was 
Ibrahim.} 

484. When he came to his Lord with a Salim hearty 

485. When he said to his father and to his people: "What is it 
that which you worship?"} 

486. “Is it a falsehood - gods other than Allah - that you 
desire?"} 


111 At-Tabari 21:60. 
|2] At-Tabari 21:60. 
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487. “Then what think you about the Lord of the all that 
exists?"} 


The Story of Ibrahim and His People 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him: 

4 XsHjtjj lit Q^i} 


4And verily, among those who followed his ways was 
Ibrahim.} 

means, he was one of the followers of his religion.* 1 * Mujahid 
said, “He was following his path and his way.”* 2 * 

y^i & ^ 

4When he came to his Lord with a Salim heart.} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This means 
that he bore witness that none has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah.”* 3 * 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Awf said, “I said to Muhammad 
bin Sirin, 'What is the Salim heart?’ He said, ‘One which 
knows that Allah is true and that the Hour will undoubtedly 
come to pass, and that Allah will resurrect those who are in 
the graves.’”* 4 * Al-Hasan said, “One that is free from Shirk .”* s * 
“Urwah said, “One that is not cursed.”* 6 * 

lit* Jli 


4When he said to his father and to his people: “What is it that 
which you worship?"} 

He denounced his people for their worship of idols and false 
gods, Allah said: 


m At-Jabari 21:61. 
* 2 > At-Jabari 21:61. 
* 3 * Al-Qurfubi 15:91 
* 4 * Al-Qurtubi 15:91 
* s * At-Jabari 21:62. 
* 6 * At-Jabari 21:62. 
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41$ it a falsehood - gods other than Allah - that you desire? 
Then what think you about the Lord of the all that exists?} 

Qatadah said, “This means, ‘what do you think He will do with 
you when you meet Him, given that you worshipped others 
alongside Him?”* 1 * 



488. Then he cast a glance at the stars,} 

489. And he said: "Verily, I am sick."} 

490. So they turned away from him and departed.} 

491. Then he turned to their gods and said: "Will you not 
eat?"} 

492. "What is tl\e matter with you that you speak not?"} 

493. Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) 
right hand.} 

494. Then they came hastily towards him.} 

495. He said: "Worship you that which you (yourselves) 
carve?”} 

496. "While Allah has created you and what you make!"} 

497. They said: "Build for him a building and throw him into 
the blazing fire!"} 

498. So, they plotted a plot against him, but We made them 
the lowest.} 

Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said this to his people so that he 
could stay behind in the city when they went out for their 
festival. The time was approaching for them to go out to 
celebrate a festival of theirs, and he wanted to be alone with 
their gods so that he could break them, so he told them 
something that was true, for he was indeed sick of the 
implications of what they believed in. 


m 


At-Tabari 21:63. 
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iSo they turned away from him and departed.$ 

Qatadah said, “The Arabs say of one who thinks deeply that 
he is looking at the stars.What Qatadah meant is that he 
looked at the heavens thinking of a way to distract his people. 
So he said, 




iVerily, I am sick.fy meaning, weak. Ibn Jarir narrated here a 
Hadith from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
stating that the Messenger of Allah said: 


ij d’jij (U^=> 


“Ibrahim (peace and blessings be upon him) did not lie except 
in three cases. Two were for the sake of Allah: (one is) when he 
said, ^ Verily, I am sick$; and (the second) when he said, 
iNay, this one, the biggest (his wife) of them (idols) did it.$ 
and (the third) when he said concerning (his wife) Sarah, 
“She is my sister. ”* 

This Hadith is recorded in the books of the Sahih. and Sunan 
with various chain of narrations. 12 ' But this is not the kind of 
real lie for which a person is to be condemned - Allah forbid! 
One calls it a lie for lack of a better word, because it is 
abstruse speech used for a legitimate religious purpose, and it 
was said that what was meant by the words, 


if*- lit 

4 Verily , I am sick ^ was, 1 am sick at heart of your worshipping 
idols instead of Allah/ Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “The people of 
Ibrahim went out to their festival and they wanted to make him 
go out too. So he lay down on his back and said, 


* 11 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 : 100. 

,2) Path Al-B&ri 6 :447, Muslim 4:1840, Abu Dawud 2 :659, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 9:5, An-Nasal in Al-Kubrd 6:440 
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if** 

^ Verily, I am sick.} and he started looking at the sky. When 
they had gone out, he turned to their gods and broke them.” 11 ' 
This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Allah said: 

iSo they turned away from him and departed.} meaning, he went 
to them after they had left, quickly and secretly. 

izjtiz $ &} 


iand said: "Will you not eat?"} They had placed food before 
them as a sacrifice, so that the food might be blessed. When 
Ibrahim, peace be upon him, looked at the food that was before 
them, he said: 




iWill you not eat? What is the matter with you that you speak 
not?} 


iThen he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) right 
hand.} 

Al-Farra’ said, “This means, he started to hit them with his 
right hand.” Qatadah and Al-Jawhari said, “He turned to 
them, hitting them with his right hand.”’ 21 He struck them 
with his right hand because the right hand is stronger and 
more powerful. Then he left them broken to pieces, (all) except 
the biggest of them, that they might turn to it, as we have 
already seen in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya ’. [31 

4Then they came hastily towards him.} Mujahid and others said, 
“This means, they came rushing. The story is told in brief here; 
in Surat Al-Anbiya’, it is told in more detail. When they 
returned, they did not know at first who had done this, until 


|1] At-Jabari 21:63. 

121 At-Tabari 21:67. 

131 See volume six, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya’ (21:58]. 
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they investigated and found out that Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, was the one who had done it. When they came to rebuke 
him, he started rebuking and criticizing them and said: 

l> ojx^} 

iWorship you that which you carve?} meaning, ‘do you worship 
instead of Allah idols which you yourselves carve and fashion 
with your own hands?’ 

iWhile Allah has created you and what you make!} 

This may mean, ‘Allah has created you and what you do;’ or it 
may mean, ‘Allah has created you and what you make.’ Both 
views are synonymous. The former is more apparent because 
of the report recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Book Afal Al-'Ibad. 
from Hudhayfah, attributed to the Prophet jg: 

J S £~aj Sll jit 

0 

* Allah has created every doer of deeds and what he does.* 
Thereupon he recited: 

c; &L 

iWhile Allah has created you and what you make! 

When the proof had been established against them, they 
resolved to seize him by force and they said: 

iBuild for him a building (i.e., furnace) and throw him into 
tire blazing fire!} 

There happened what we have already discussed in our Tafsir 
of Surat Al-Anbiya\ (21:68-70) and Allah saved him from the 
fire and caused him to prevail over them, making his proof 
supreme and supporting it. Allah says: 

4So, they plotted a plot against him , but We made them the 
lowest 


m 


As-Sunnah, Ibn Abi ‘Asim 1:158. 




499. And he said: “Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will 
guide me!" 

4100. "My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the righteous."4 

4101. So, We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy .4 

4102. And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with 
him, he said: “O my sott! 1 have seen in a dream that 1 am 
slaughtering you. So look what you think!" He said: "O my 
father! Do that which you are commanded, if Allah wills, you 
shall find me of the patient ."4 

4103. Then, when they had both submitted themselves, and he 
had laid him prostrate on his forehead;} 

4104. We called out to him: "O Ibrahim!"} 
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4105. "You haue fulfilled the dream!" Verily, thus do We 
reward the doers of good.} 

4106. Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial.} 

4107. And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice;} 

4108. And We left for him among the later generations.} 

4109. "Saldm (peace!) be upon Ibrahim!"} 

4110. Thus indeed do We reward the doers of good.} 

4111. Verily, he was one of Our believing servants.} 

4112. And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq - a Prophet 
from the righteous.} 

4113. We blessed him and Ishaq. And of their progeny are 
(some) that do right, and some that plainly wrong themselves.} 


Ibrahim’s Emigration, the Test of the Sacrifice of 
Isma‘11, and how Allah blessed Him 

Allah tells us that after He helped His close friend Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, against his people, and after Ibrahim gave 
up hoping that they would ever believe despite all the mighty 
signs that they had witnessed, he emigrated away from them, 
and said: 

4Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will guide me! My Lord! 
Grant me (offspring) from tire righteous.} 

meaning, obedient children, in compensation for his people 
and relatives whom he had left. Allah said: 


i 


Tit 

>JUO «4> 


iSo We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy 

This child was Ismail, peace be upon him, for he was the first 
child of whom glad tidings were given to Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, and he was older than Ishaq. The Muslims and the 
People of the Book agree, and indeed it is stated in their Book, 
that Ismail, peace be upon him, was bom when Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, was eighty-six years old, and Ishaq was 
bom when Ibrahim was ninety-nine years old. According to 
their Book, Allah commanded Ibrahim to sacrifice his only 
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son, and in another text it says his firstborn son. But here 
they falsely inserted the name of Ishaq. This is not right 
because it goes against what their own Scripture says. They 
inserted the name of Ishaq because he is their ancestor, while 
Ismail is the ancestor of the Arabs. They were jealous of them, 
so they added this idea and changed the meaning of the 
phrase “only son” to mean ‘the only son who is with you,’ 
because Ismail had been taken with his mother to Makkah. 
But this is a case of falsification and distortion, because the 
words “only son” cannot be said except in the case of one who 
has no other son. Furthermore, the firstborn son has a special 
status that is not shared by subsequent children, so the 
command to sacrifice him is a more exquisite test. 

4jzi\ ^ g &) 

4 And, when he Ohs son) was old enough to walk with him,) 

means, when he grew up and started to go with his father and 
walk with him, for Ibrahim used to go every so often to check 
on his son and his mother in the land of Faran (i.e., Makkah), 
to see how they were doing. It was said that he used to ride 
on Al-Burdq, traveling there swiftly, and Allah knows best. It 
was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, peace be upon him, Mujahid, 
Ikrimah, Said bin Jubayr, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Zayd bin Aslam 
and others that 


ij&\ £ &) 

4 And, when he (his son) was old eitough to walk with him,) 

means, when he became a young man and was able to work 
as his father did.* 1 * 


1 & j lit* JcZJft (j dfjl 




4And, when he Ohs son) was old enough to walk with him, he 
said: “O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am 
slaughtering you. So look what you think!'') 

TJbayd bin Umayr said, “The dreams of the Prophets are 
revelation,” then he recited this Ayah : 


jbiS 4 U-k 3^5) 


in 


At-Tabari 21:72 73. 
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ihe said: "O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am 
slaughtering you. So look what you think 

He told his son that in order to make it easier for him, and 
also to test his patience and resolve, at a young age, in 
obeying Allah and obeying his father. 

b ju> 

4He said: "O my father! Do that which you are 
commanded..."} 

meaning, ‘obey the command of Allah and sacrifice me.’ 


iif Allah wills, you shall find me of the patient.} 


meaning, 1 will be patient and will seek the reward for that 
with Allah.’ He, may peace and blessings be upon him, 
believed in what had been promised. Allah said: 


111 6^5 ij [foj} 


4 ‘ip o ^ 


iAnd mention in the Book Isma'il. Verily, he was true to what 
he promised, and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet. And he 
used to enjoin on his family the Salah and the Zakdh, and his 
Lord was pleased with him.} (19:54-55). 


iThen, when they had both submitted themselves, and he had 
laid him prostrate on his forehead;} 

means, when both of them had pronounced the Shahadah and 
remembered Allah - Ibrahim because he was about to offer a 
sacrifice and Ismail because he was about to die. Or it was 
said that “submitted themselves” means that they submitted 
and followed the command of Allah; Ibrahim obeyed the 
command of Allah and Ismail obeyed Allah and his father. 
This was the view of Mujahid, Ikrimah, Qatadah, As-Suddi 
and Ibn Ishaq, 121 and others. 


111 At-Tabari 21:75. 
121 At-Tabari 21:77. 
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The meaning of the phrase “and he had laid him prostrate 
on his forehead” is: he placed him facedown so that he could 
slaughter him from behind, and not have to see his face at the 
time of slaughter, so that it would be easier for him. Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Said bin 
Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said: 

iand he had laid him prostrate on his forehead;} 

means, “He turned him upside down on his face.”* 1 * Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “When the rituals were enjoined upon Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, the Shay tan appeared to him at the Mas'a 
and raced with him, but Ibrahim got there first. Then Jibrll, 
upon him be peace, took him to Jamrat Al-'Aqabah and the 
Shay tan appeared to him, so he stoned him with seven 
pebbles until he disappeared. Then he appeared him at Al- 
Jamrah Al-Wusta and he stoned him with seven pebbles. Then 
he laid him prostrate on his face. Ismail, peace be upon him, 
was wearing a white shirt, and he said, ‘O my father, I do not 
have any garment in which I can be shrouded apart from this; 
take it off me so that you can shroud me in it.’ He started to 
take it off, then he was called from behind: 


40 Ibrahim! You have fulfilled the dream!} 


Ibrahim turned, and saw a fine, homed, white ram.” Ibn 
‘Abbas said, “We used to look for similar types of rams.”^ 
Hisham mentioned this Hadlth at length in Al-Manasik. 


i 4 l! ' 




iWe called out to him: "O Ibrdltim! You have fulfilled the 
dream!"} 

means, *the purpose of your dream has been fulfilled by your 
laying down your son to sacrifice him.’ As-Suddi and others 
said that he passed the knife over Ismail’s neck, but it did not 


111 Al-Tabari 21:77, 78. 
121 Ahmad 1:297. 



cut him at all, because a sheet of copper was placed between 
them. Ibrahim was called at that point, and it was said: 

iYou have fulfilled the dream!} il] 

Allah says; 



iVerily, thus do We reward the doers of good.} 


means, this is how We deal with those who obey Us in things 
that are difficult for them; We make for them a way out.’ As 
Allah says: 


& # £ & 





}And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for 
him to get out (from every difficulty). And He will provide him 
from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts his 
trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will 
accomplish his purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all 
things.} (65:2-3). 

On the basis of this Ayah and this story, some of the scholars 
of Usui have stated that it is valid for a ruling to be abrogated 
before anyone is able to act upon it - unlike some of the 
Mutazilah. The evidence for this is obvious, because Allah 
commanded Ibrahim, peace be upon him, to sacrifice his son, 
then He abrogated that and pointed out the ransom. The 
purpose of His command had been primarily to reward His 
close Friend for his patience and resolve in sacrificing his son. 
Allah says: 




iVerily, that indeed was a manifest trial.} 

meaning, it was clearly a test when he was commanded to 
sacrifice his son, so, he hastened to do it, in submission to the 
command of Allah and in obedience to Him. Allah said: 


111 At-Tabari 21:74. 
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iAnd of Ibrahim who fulfilled all that > ( 53 : 37 ), and 




iAnd We ransomed him with a great sacrifice 

It was reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “A ram which had grazed in Paradise for forty 
years .”' 11 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Safiyyah bint Shaybah said, “A 
woman from Bani Sulaym, who was the midwife of most of the 
people in our household, told me that the Messenger of Allah 
M sent for TJthman bin Talhah, may Allah be pleased with 
him.” On one occasion she said, “I asked ‘Uthman, Why did 
the Prophet call you?’ He said. The Messenger of Allah jg 
said to me, 


<ji h'J7\ ji d-Us 0 J 13 12k 


«J saw the horns of the ram when I entered the House [i.e., the 
Ka'bah], and I forgot to tell you to cover them up; cover them 
up, for there should not be anything in the House which could 
distract the worshipper X ” 

Sufyan said, “The horns of the ram remained hanging in the 
House until it was burned, and they were burned too.”' 2 ' 

This offers independent evidence that the one who was to be 
sacrificed was Ismail, peace be upon him. The Quraysh had 
inherited the horns of the ram that Ibrahim sacrificed, and they 
had been passed down from generation to generation, until the 
Messenger of Allah 5^5 was sent. And Allah knows best. 


Reports which state that the One Who was to be 
sacrificed was Isma‘il, and that this is Correct without 
a Doubt 

Said bin Jubayr, ‘Amir Ash-Sha‘bi, Yusuf bin Mihran, 
Mujahid, ‘Ata’ and others reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that it was 


m At-Tabari 21:90. 
' 2 ' Ahmad 4:68. 



277 


Surah 3L As-Sdffat (99 - 113} (Part-23) 


Ismail, peace be upon him. 

lbn Jarir narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The one who was 
ransomed was Ismail, peace be upon him. The Jews claimed 
that it was Ishaq, but the Jews lied.”* 11 
It was reported that Ibn TJmar said, “The sacrifice was 
Ismail.” 121 Ibn Abi Najih said, narrating from Mujahid, “It was 
Ismail, peace be upon him.” 13 * This was also the view of Yusuf 
bin MihranJ 41 Ash-ShaTfi said, “It was Ismail, peace be upon 
him, and I saw the horns of the ram in the Ka'bah.”^ 
Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Al-Hasan bin Dinar and 
‘Amr bin TJbayd from Al-Hasan Al-Basri that he did not doubt 
that the one of the two sons Ibrahim was commanded to 
sacrifice was Ismail, peace be upon him. 161 Ibn Ishaq said, “I 
heard Muhammad bin Ka*b Al-Qurazi say, The one whom 
Allah commanded Ibrahim to sacrifice of his two sons was 
Ismail.’ We find this in the Book of Allah, because when Allah 
finishes the story of the one of the two sons of Ibrahim who 
was to be sacrificed, He then says: 

&&& 


iAnd We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq - a Prophet from 
the righteous )>, and 




^So, I'Ve gave Iter glad tidings of Ishaq and after Ishaq, of 
Ya'qiib} (11:71). 

He mentions the son and the son of the son, but He would 
not have commanded him to sacrifice Ishaq when He had 
promised that this son would in turn have a son. The one 
whom He commanded him to sacrifice can only have been 
Ismail.” !7) Ibn Ishaq said, “I heard him say that often.” 1 ® 1 


111 At-Tabari 21:83. 
121 At-Tabari 21:82. 
131 At-Jabari 21:84. 
141 At-Tabari 21:84. 
151 At-Tabari 21:84. 
161 At-Tabari 21:85. 
■ 7| At-Tabari 21:84. 
181 At-Tabari 21:85. 
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Ibn Ishaq reported from Buraydah bin Sufyan bin Farwah Al- 
Aslami that Muhammad bin Ka*b Al-Qurazi told them that he 
mentioned that to Umar bin ‘Abd Al-‘AzIz, may Allah be pleased 
with him, when he was Khalifah, while he was with him in Syria. 
•Umar said to him, “This is something about which I have never 
given any thought, but 1 see that it is as you say.” Then he sent 
for a man who was with him in Syria, a Jew who had become a 
Muslim and was committed to Islam, and he thought that he 
had been one of their scholars. TJmar bin ‘Abd Al-‘AzIz, may 
Allah be pleased with him, asked him about that. 

Muhammad bin Ka*b said, “I was with Umar bin ‘Abd Al- 
‘Azlz. Umar said to him, “Which of the two sons of Ibrahim 
was he commanded to sacrifice?’ He said, Ismail. By Allah, O 
Commander of the faithful, the Jews know this, but they were 
jealous of you Arabs because it was your father about whom 
Allah issued this command and the virtue that Allah 
mentioned was because of his patience in obeying the 
command. So they denied that and claimed that it was Ishaq, 
because he is their father.' ” 11 ’ 

‘Abdullah bin Al-Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, may Allah have 
mercy on him, said, “I asked my father about which son was 
to be sacrificed - was it Ismail or Ishaq?” He said, “Ismail.” 
This was mentioned in Kit&b Az-Zuhd .) 21 

Ibn Abi Hatim said, “I heard my father say, The correct view 
is that the one who was to be sacrificed was IsmaH, peace be 
upon him.”’ He said, “And it was narrated that ‘Ali, Ibn Umar, 
Abu Hurayrah, Abu At-Tufayl, Said bin Al-Musayyib, Said bin 
Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Ash-Sha1>i, Muhammad bin Ka*b 
Al-Qurazi, Abu Jalar Muhammad bin ‘Ali and Abu Salih, may 
Allah be pleased with them all, said that the one who was to 
be sacrificed was IsmaH.” 13 * 

Al-Baghawi said in his Tafsir, “This was the view of ‘Abdullah 
bin Umar, Said bin Al-Musayyib, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri, Mujahid, Ar-Rabl‘ bin Anas, Muhammad bin Ka*b Al- 
Qurazi and Al-Kalbi.” 14 ’ This was also reported from Ibn 

111 At-Tabari 21:85. 

|2) Az-Zuhd, ‘Abdullah bin Ahmad; 80. 

131 At-Tabari 21:82-84. 

,4) Al-Baghawi 4:32. 
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‘Abbas and from Abu ‘Amr bin Al-‘Ala\ 

iAnd We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq - a Prophet from 
the righteous.$ 

having given the glad tidings of the one who was to be sacrificed, 
who was Ismail, Allah immediately follows that with mention of 
the glad tidings of his brother Ishaq. This is also mentioned in 
Surah Hud (11:71) and in Surat Al-Hijr ( 15:53-55). 


4a Prophet ^ means, from him there will come a righteous 
Prophet. 



pjd5 ofs Sty Z& ^ 


4We blessed him and Ishaq. And of their progeny are (some) 
that do right, and some that plainly wrong themselves.} 

This is like the Ayah: 

$ & £ & & v45; Jyl & & 

4 $:? j ) \L; 


4It was said: “O Nuh! Come down (from the ship) with peace 
from Us and blessings on you and on the people wlw are with 
you, but people to whom We shall grant their pleasures (for a 
time), but in the end a painful torment will reach them from 
Us."} (11:48) 


3)af i5i ^ts & 4 


4114. And, indeed We gave Our grace to Musa and Hariin.} 

4115. And We saved them and their people from the great 
distress,} 

4116. And helped them, so that they became the victors;} 

4117. And We gave than the clear Scripture;} 
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$118. And guided them to the right path $ 

4119. And We left for them among the later generations. }> 

4120. "Salam (peace!) be upon Musa and Harun!"$ 

4121. Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good. 4 

4122. Verily, they were two of Our believing servants.$ 


Musa and Harun 

Allah tells us how He blessed Musa and Harun with 
prophethood and how He saved them, along with those who 
believed, from the oppression of Fir'awn and his people, who 
had persecuted them by killing their sons and sparing then- 
women, and by forcing them to do the most menial tasks, 
then ultimately He caused them to prevail over them and to 
seize their lands and their wealth and all that they had spent 
their entire lives amassing. Then Allah revealed to Musa the 
Clear and Mighty Book, which is the Tawrah, as Allah says: 

4'K^j & &£ 


4And indeed We granted to Musa and Harun the criterion (of 
right and wrong), and a shining light ^ (21:48). 

And Allah says here: 




4And We gave them the clear Scripture; and guided them to 
the right path .4 


meaning, with regard to words and deeds. 

4And We left for them among the later generations .$ 

means, that after they died they would be mentioned in good 
terms and spoken of highly. Then Allah explain this further: 


4Salam (peace!) be upon Musa and Harun! Verily, thus do We 
reward the doers of good. Verily, they were two of Our 
believing servants 



Surah 37. As-Sdffat (123 - 132) (Part-23 
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4123. And verily, Ilyas 
was one of the 
Messengers.$ 

4124. When he said to 
his people: “Will you 
not have Tacfwa?"} 

4125. "Will you call 
upon ‘Ba‘l and forsake 
the Best of creators, $ 

4126. Allah, your 


il27. But they denied him, so they will certainly be brought 
forth, } 


^128. Save the clwseti servants of Allah.4 

4129. And We left for him among the later generations.4 

4130. “Salam (peace!) be upon IlyasTn!"} 

4131. Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good.$ 

4132. Verily, he was one of Our believing servants.} 


Ilyas 

Qatadah and Muhammad bin Ishaq said, “Ilyas is another 
name for Idris.” 111 I bn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin 
111 At-Tabari 21:95. 
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Mas‘ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Ilyas is 
Idris. ”* 1 * This was also the view of Ad-Dahhak .* 2 * Wahb bin 
Munabbih said, “He is Ilyas bin Yasin bin Finlias bin Al-lzar 
bin HarQn bin Imran.”* 31 

Allah sent him to the Children of Israel after Hizqll (Ezekiel), 
may peace be upon them both. They had started to worship an 
idol called Bal, and he called them to Allah, may He be exalted, 
and forbade them to worship anyone besides Him. Their king 
believed in him, then he apostatized, and they persisted in their 
misguided ways, and not one person among them believed in 
him. So he prayed to Allah against them, and Allah withheld the 
rain from them for three years. Then they asked him to relieve 
them from that, and promised that they would believe in him if 
rain came to them. So he prayed to Allah for them, and the rains 
came, but they persisted in their evil ways of disbelief. So he 
asked Allah to take him to Him. Al-Yasa* bin Akhtub had grown 
up under his care, may peace be upon them both. So Ilyas was 
commanded to go to such and such a place, and whatever 
mount came to him, he was to ride on it and not to give it away. 
A horse of fire was brought to him, so he rode it, and Allah 
clothed him with light and covered him with feathers, and he 
used to fly with the angels as a human angel, heavenly yet also 
earthly. This is what was narrated by Wahb bin Munabbih from 
the People of the Book; Allah knows best how true it is. 

"i* I^J jli 

iWhen he said to his people: "Will you not have Taqwa?"} 

means, ‘do you not fear Allah when you worship others 
instead of Him?’ 

iWilt you call upon Ba'l and forsake the Best of creators,} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said that the word Ba'l means lord.* 41 
‘Ikrimah and Qatadah said, “This is the language of the people 

m Al-Qurtubi 15:115. 

121 At-Tabari21:97. 

131 At-Tabari 21:97. 

141 At-Tabari 21:96. 
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of Yemen.” 11 * According to another report from Qatadah, it is 
the language of Azd Shanu’ah.* 2 * ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam narrated from his father that it is the name of an idol 
which was worshipped by the people of a city called Balabak 
(Baalbek) which is to the west of Damascus.* 3 * Ad-Dahhak 
said, “It is an idol which they used to worship.”* 4 * 


^Will you call upon Ba'ty means, ‘will you worship an idol,’ 




U 


iand forsake the Best of creators, Allah, your Lord and the 
Lord of your forefathers?} 


means, He is the One Who is deserving of your worship alone, 
with no partners or associates.’ 




~:.r tgfy 




iBut they denied him, so they will certainly be brought forth,$ 
means, for the punishment on the Day of Reckoning. 


iSave the chosen servants of Allah.$ means, those who believe in 
Him alone. 


<i & $&¥ 

iAnd We left for him among the later generations 
means, he is praised and spoken of highly. 

<©<e-C Ji & 

iSalam (peace!) be upon IlyasTnfy Similarly, one might say for 
Ismail, Ismaln. This is the language (dialect) of Bani Asad; 
they say Mlkal, MikaH, and Mika In. They say Ibrahim and 
Ibraham; Isratl, Israln; Tur SIna’, Tur Slnln. All of that is fine. 

111 At-Tabari 21:96. 

* 2 ' Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:119. 

* 3] At-Tabari 21:97. 

* 4 > At-Tabari 21:97. 
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4 hi k\ 




v<-orr 


4>? 




4 Verity, thus do We reward the doers of good. Verily, he was 
one of Our believing servants.) 

We have already discussed the meaning of this above. 11 ’ And 
Allah knows best. 




H S** ^ 

^ Aj 


4133. And verity, Lut was one of the Messengers.) 

4134. When We saved him and his family, all,) 

4135. Except an old woman (his wife) who was among those 
who remained behind.) 

4136. Then We destroyed the rest.) 

4137. Verily, you pass by them in the morning.) 

4138. And at night; will you not then reflect?) 


The Destruction of the People of Lut (Lot) 


Allah tells us that He sent His servant and Messenger Lut, 
peace be upon him, to his people, and they denied him, so 
Allah saved him from among them, him and his family with 
the exception of his wife, who was destroyed along with her 
people. Allah destroyed them with different kinds of 
punishments, and made their vicinity a foul, stinking lake 
which is on a well-travelled route where people pass by night 
and day (i.e., the Dead Sea, which lays close to the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah on the highway between Arabia and 
Syria). Allah says: 


<#<U £ $3 S# 


4Verity, you pass by them in the morning. And at night; will 
you not then reflect?) 

meaning, ‘will you not learn a lesson from them and how Allah 
destroyed them, and realize that a similar end awaits the 
disbelievers.’ 


m 


See Surat A^-Saffat (37:80-81). 
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4239. And verily, Yiinus was one of the Messengers.} 

4240. When he ran to the laden ship :} 

^141. Then he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the 
losers .4 

4242. Then a (big) fish swallowed him as he had done an act 
worthy of blame.4 

4243. Had he not been of them who glorify Allah,} 

4244. He would have indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) 
till the Day of Resurrection.} 

4245. But We cast him forth on the naked shore while he was 
sick,} 

4146. And We caused a plant of gourd to grow over him.} 

4147. And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even 
more.} 

4148. And they believed; so We gave them enjoyment for a 
while.} 


The Story of Yunus 


We have already discussed the story of Yunus, peace be upon 
him, in Surat Al-Anbiya’ (21:87-88). In the Two SahVis it is 
reported that the Messenger of Allah jg; said: 


J «_r* ji cr*y. 0-2 j*- 


uf : dyi* oi J-jJ 


U» 


«I t is not right for any person to say I am better than Yunus 
bin MattaJ 111 


ji $ ii^ 

4When he ran to the laden ship.} Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “It was filled with cargo. 


m Fath Al-Bari 4:193, Muslim 4:1846. 
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indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the Day of 
Resurrection. $ 

It was said that, if he had not already done righteous deeds 
during his time of ease. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak bin 
Qays, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Wahb bin Munabbih, Qatadah and 
others, 11 ' and it was the view favored by Ibn Jarir.' 2 ' This is 
what is indicated in the authentic Hadlth which we quote 
below, if Allah wills. In a Hadith narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, he 3 g| said: 

rc;. U‘ JI 

«Remember Allah during times of ease and He will remember 
you during times of difficulty ,»' 3 ' 

And it was said that what was meant by the Ayah : 

U & 0 


iHad he not been of them who glorify Allah,$ 
was the meaning of the following Ayah 

■ _ / ■ ! . * > *; ■■ cb "V u' C.-. : (j 


$But he cried through tire darkness (saying): "La ilaha ilia 
Anta, You are glorified! Tndy, I have been of the wrongdoers." 

So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress. 
And thus We do deliver the believers.$ (21:87-88). 

This was the view of SaM bin Jubayr and others.' 4 ' Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased 
with him - and I do not know of anything narrated from Anas 
that he did not attribute to the Messenger of Allah jg§: 


ciju Iji ci* J\ iliUbi bit y'l i ^51 :JU1 o^Jl jk 

^jA Jjyu ui jJ Ijlb lJj Ij : aSvj^JI cJU k _A> xJ 


111 At-Tabari 21:108, 109. 
121 At-Tabari 21:108. 

[3 1 Ahmad 1:307. 

141 At-Tabari 21:110 - ; 
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Jli ^3^ 0*0 ^ * I^Jl5 V>3iJi ! ^Uu 4)1 ijlii j£- aJUaj 
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“When it occurred to the Prophet Yunus, upon him be peace, 
to call upon Allah in these words when he was in the belly of 
the great fish, he said, "La ilaha ilia Anta, Yo are glorified! 
Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers.” This call went and 
hovered around the (mighty) Throne, and the angels said, "0 
Lord, this is the voice of one who is weak but known, in a 
faraway strange land. Allah, may He be exalted, said, "How do 
you know this?" They said, "0 Lord, who is he?” Allah, may 
He be exalted, said, "My servant Yunus." They said, "Your 
servant Yunus, from wlwm there kept coming acceptable deeds 
and supplications which were answered?!" Tftey said, "O Lord, 
will You not have mercy on him for what he did during his 
time of ease, and save him from this trial and tribulation?" He 
said, "Of course." So, He commanded the great fish, and it 
cast him forth on the naked shored 

Allah says: 


iBut We cast him forth} meaning, We threw him out,’ 


ion the naked shored Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
and others said that this refers to land in which there is no 
vegetation and no buildings. 

iwhile he was sick,} means, when he was weak of body. 

llJ At-Tabari 21:109. This narration contains Yazid Ar-Raqashi. Under 
the comments on Surah Sad 38:21, Ibn Kathlr grades his 
narrations unauthentic. 



iAnd We caused a plant of gourd to grow over him.} 

Ibn Mas*ud and Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them 
both, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Said bin Jubayr, Wahb bin 
Munabbih, Hilal bin Yasaf, Abdullah bin Tawus, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ata' Al-Khurasani and several others, 
all said that gourd means squash.^ 

Some of them mentioned that the squash has a number of 
benefits: it grows quickly, its leaves offer shade because of 
their large size and smooth texture, flies do not come near it, 
and its fruits provide good nourishment; they may be eaten 
raw or cooked, and both the pulp and the peel may be eaten. 
It was reported that the Messenger of Allah used to like 
squash and would look for it wherever it was on the serving 
dish. 121 


iAnd We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even 
more.} 

It is as if he was commanded, after he came forth from the 
fish, to go back to those to whom he had been sent in the first 
place, and they all believed in him. 

$} 


ior even more.} Makhul said, “They numbered one hundred and 
ten thousand. This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Jarir 
said, “Some of the scholars of Arabic, the people of Basrah, said 
that this means up to one hundred thousand or more.’* 131 Ibn 
Jarir interpreted this Ayah as he interpreted the Ay at 




iThen, after that, your hearts were hardened and became as 
stones or even worse in hardness} (2:74). 




iBehotd! a section of them fear men as they fear Allah or even 
more} (4:77), and 


111 At-Tabari 21:113 and 114, Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :130 131. 
121 Al-Bukh&ri no. 2092. 

131 At-Tabari 21:116. 



jt i£y> vli 6^^ 

4And was af « distance 
of two bows' length or 
(even) nearer} (53:9). 
The meaning is, not 
less than that, but 
rather more. 

iAnd they believed;} 
means, these people 
to whom Ytinus, 
peace be upon him, 
had been sent all 
believed. 

<(so We gave them 
enjoyment for a while.} 
means, until the time 
of their appointed 
end. This is like the 
Ayah, 


T d[ 


iWas there any town (community) that believed, and its faith 
(at that moment) saved it? - except the people of Yunus; when 
they believed. We removed from them the torment of disgrace in 
the life of the (present) world, and permitted them to enjoy for a 
while.} (10:98) 


,Uj du) liiu. j.1 

jt C&.. if ^ iif jjj (^ajj jj ^ vi 

4 i# ^- 1 *? # l 5 >8 4T # £ 

i 1 "' <j-*4** (*r) 4i( vllt j35j Ci ili )lu ])£Lj 



291 
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4149. Now ask than: "Are there (only) daughters for your 
Lord and sons for them?"} 

4150. Or did We create the angels fanale while they were 
witnesses?} 

4151. Verily, it is of their falsehood that they say :} 

4152. "Allah luis begottai." And, verily, they are liars!} 

4153. Has He (then) chosen daughters rather than sons?} 

4154. What is the matter ivith you? How do you decide?} 

4155. Will you not then remember?} 

4156. Or is there for you a plain authority?} 

4157. Then bring your Book if you are truthful!} 

4158. And they have invaded a kinship between Him and the 
Jinn, but the Jinn knmo well that they have indeed to appear 
(before Him).} 

4159. Glorified be Allah! (He is free) from what they attribute 
unto Him!} 

4160. Except the servants of Allah, whom He chooses.} 


Refutation of Those Who attribute Children to Allah and 
say that the Angels are His Daughters 

Allah denounces those idolators who attribute daughters to 
Allah - exalted be He above that - and attributed to 
themselves what they desired, i.e., they wanted male offspring 
to themselves. 




iAnd when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought 
to any of them, his face becomes dark , and he is filled with 
inward grief.} (16:58), 

i.e., that upsets him, and he would only choose sons for 
himself. Allah says: Then how can they attribute to Allah the 
share that they would not choose for themselves?’ Allah says: 


4 Now ask them} means, quiz them by way of denunciation, 





4Has He (f/ien) chosen daughters rather than sons?} 

meaning, what would make Him choose daughters rather than 
sons? This is like the Ayah, 

# ojja a « ^5 4 $ fM; 

4Hos f/ien your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for 
Himself from among the angels daughters? Verily, you indeed 
utter an awful saying.} (17:40) 

Allah says: 

iWhat is the matter with you? How do you decide?} 
meaning, “what kind of reasoning makes you say that?’ 

y®. p p !$$& 

iWill you not then remember? Or is there for you a plain 
authority?} 

means, ‘evidence to prove what you say.’ 

iThen bring your Book if you are truthful!} 

means, ‘produce evidence for that derived from a Book 
revealed from heaven by Allah, to prove that He has taken 
what you say (i.e., offspring). What you say is totally 
irrational.’ 

4*—^ tjy As 

iAnd they fume invented a kinship between Him and the Jinn,} 

Mujahid said, “The idolators said that the angels were the 
daughters of Allah. Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, Then who are their mothers?’ They said. The daughters 
of the leaders of the Jinn.’”* 11 Qatadah and Ibn Zayd also said 
this. Allah - may He be blessed and exalted - says: 


At-Tabari 21:121. 
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4'*dS cISl. Sif} 

4 but the jinn know} meaning, those to whom this is attributed 

4ojfZ*>Zi 

iknow well that they have indeed to appear (before Him).} 

means, that those who say that will be brought forth for 
punishment on the Day of Reckoning, because of the lies and 
falsehood that they uttered without knowledge 

4<d>y~?t fd (jdCL.} 


4 Glorified be Allah! (He is free) from what they attribute unto 
Him!} 

means, exalted, sanctified and glorified be He far above having 
any offspring and far above what the wrongdoers and heretics 
attribute to Him. 


4Except the servants of Allah, whom He chooses.} 

The pronoun in the verb translated as “they attribute” refers 
to all of mankind, then He excludes those whom He chooses, 
who are the ones who follow the truth revealed to every 
Prophet who was sent. 


J5 VI % 13 0^1 ji £ VI Cj 

% £3 % y&ojfc li £3 % 


4161 . So, verily you and those whom you worship} 

4162. Cannot lead astray,} 

4163. Except tlwse who are predestined to bum in Hell!} 

4164. And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known 
place;} 

4165. And verily, we (angels), we stand in rows;} 

4166. And verily, we (angels) indeed are those who glorify.} 

4167. And indeed they used to say:} 

4168 . “If we had a reminder as had the men of old,"} 

4169. "I'Ve would have indeed been the clwsen servants of 
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Allah!"} 

4170. But (now) they disbelieve therein, so they will come to 
blow!} 


No One believes what the Idolators say except Those 
Who are even more misguided than They 


Allah says, addressing the idolators: 

ilr 1 *11 be- fr t 


iSo, verily you and those whom you worship cannot lead 
astray, except those who are predestined to bum in Hell!} 


meaning, “the only ones who will believe what you say and 
follow your misguided ways of false worship are those who are 
more misguided than you and are created for Hell.’ 


ji.Oybi V S'i'» i&J tt? 


*3 $ # <r, -3 ^ & 

4 J-*' (** j; 


iThey have hearts wherewith they understand not, and they 
have eyes wherewith they see not, and they have ears wherewith 
they hear not (the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more 
astray; those! They are the heedless ones.} (7:179). 

This is the parable of the people who follow the belief and 
ideas of Shirk, disbelief and misguidance, as Allah says: 


4 y “be. bj! ^<jdi jy j) '£•[} 


iCertainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is 
he who is turned aside (by the decree of Allah).} (51:8-9) 

meaning, the one who is misled by it is the one who is turned 
aside. 


The Place of the Angels and Their Ranks glorify Allah 

Then Allah says, declaring the angels to be above the position 
attributed to them by those who disbelieved in them and told 
lies about them - that they are the daughters of Allah - 

fu* 7 -3> % 

iAnd there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place;} 
meaning, each one has his own place in the heavens and in 
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the places of worship, which he does not overstep. Ad-Dahhak 
said in his Tafsir. 

4 fj 1 " (■& \ ^ 

"iAnd there is not one of us (angels) but has his known 
place;} 

Masruq used to narrate that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, said, The Messenger of Allah jg said: 

y\ J^-Li sliL* a-Ip j UjjJl *■ U-UI U« 

'‘There is no place in the lower heaven without an angel 
standing or prostrating in it .« 

This is what Allah says: 

|*ul /j IL 

iAnd there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place 
(or position)}.’*^ 

It was reported that Ibn Mas*ud said, “In the heavens there is 
one heaven in which there is no space a hand span wide but 
there is the forehead or the foot of an angel on it.” Then he 
recited: 

pz ji ^ % 0 

iAnd there is not one of us (angels) but has his known 
place;} I 2 ' 

Said bin Jubayr similarly said: 

iAnd we (angels), we stand in rows.} means, we stand in rows to 
worship, as we have already seen in the Ayah 

iBy those ranged in ranks (or rows)} 

Abu Nadrah said, “When the Iqamah had been given, TJmar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, would turn to face the people 
and say: “Make your rows straight, for Allah wants you to 

111 At-Tabari 21:127. 

121 At-Tabari 21:127. 
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follow the ways of the angels.’ Then he would say, 


4And verity, we stand in rows;} ‘Move back, O so-and-so, move 
forward, O so-and-so.' Then he would go forward and say 
‘AUahu Akbar”’ This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn 
Jarir.* 1 ' 


In SahOi Muslim it is narrated that Hudhayfah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jsg said, 


0 liJij JdJ. JU 


“IVe have been favored above mankind in three things: our 
rows have been made like the rows of the angels; the whole 
earth has been made a place of prayer for us; and its soil is a 
means of purification for us.»”' 21 


<3 

verily, we indeed are those who glorify.} 

means, “we stand in rows and glorify the Lord, praising Him, 
sanctifying Him and declaring Him to be above any faults or 
shortcomings. We are servants of Him and in need of Him, 
humbling ourselves before Him.’ 


The Quraysh wished that They could have a Reminder 
as had the Men of old 




iAnd indeed they used to say: “If we had a reminder as had 
the men of old, we would have indeed been the chosen servants 
of Allah ! 1 > 


means, *they used to wish - before you, O Muhammad, came 
to them - that they would have someone to remind them 
about Allah and what happened in earlier times, and to bring 
them the Book of Allah/ This is like the Ay at 


l2S ptff ^ 


-cr 


111 At-Tabari 21:128. 
121 Muslim 1:371. 
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4 And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a 
wamer came to them, they would be more guided than any of 
the nations (before them); yet when a wamer came to them, it 
increased in them naught but flight (from the truth).} (35:42), 
and 


fcU & S' & & (MS $ Xl\ XffL 

jJi l^S j! f 

^ *a *' '< /✓ ✓ ^ />✓ 

ij* cS/**-* - V* v—i" v'Jj iy* t£ju*j 

W & **331 ^ 


4^sf you should say: “The Book was sent down only to two 
sects before us, and for our part, we were in fact unaware of 
what they studied." Or lest you should say: "If only the Book 
had been sent down to us, we would surely have been better 
guided than they." So now has come unto you a clear proof 
from your Lord, and a form of guidance and a mercy. Who 
then does more wrong than one who rejects the Aydt of Allah 
and turns away therefrom? We shall requite those who turn 
away from Our Aydt with an evil torment, because of their 
turning away.} (6:156-157) 

Allah says here: 


7*. [>f&} 


iBut they disbelieve therein, so they will come to know!} 

This is a definite and stem threat because of their disbelief in 
their Lord and their rejection of His Messenger jg|. 




Jy» ^ Xs i- pi ppopiP lijiy l~*!T 


4P JsS -®c 




4171. And, verily. Our Word has gone forth of old for Our 
servants, the Messengers,} 

4172. That they verily would be made triumphant,} 

4173. And that Our hosts! they verily would be the victors.} 
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4174. So, turn away from them for a while, $ 

4175. And watch them and they shall see!} 

4176. Do they seek to hasten on Our torment?} 

4177. Then, when it descends in their courtyard, evil will be 
the morning for those who had warned!} 

4178. So, turn away from them for a while,} 

4179. And watch and they shall see!} 

The Promise of Victory and the Co mman d to turn away 
from Idolators 

Allah says, 

4And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our 
servants, the Messengers,} 

meaning, it has already been stated in the first decree that the 
Messengers and their followers will ultimately prevail in this 
world and the Hereafter. This is like the Ayah: 





4Allah has decreed: “Verily, it is I and My Messengers who 
shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah is All-Powerfiil, 
Almighty.} (58:21), and 


Cull gli 4 l£*i. dsMj GiijJ ty} 


4 Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 
those who believe in this world's life and on the Day when the 
witnesses will stand forth.} (40:51). 


tBo&X *££ <2f js£> 


4And, verily. Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the 
Messengers, that they verily would be made triumphant,} 
meaning. In this world and in the Hereafter, as We have 
already stated that they would prevail over their people who 
disbelieved in them and went against them, and how Allah 
destroyed the disbelievers and saved His believing servants.’ 

ft fix*. bf} 
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iAnd that Our hosts they verily woidd be the victors.} 
means, that they would ultimately prevail. 


m 


tie- 




iSo turn away from them for a while,} means, “bear their 
annoyance with patience and wait until an appointed time, 
when We shall cause you to prevail and will grant you victory.’ 

A ‘ . ^ r * •* s:*'' *• A' V 

T 'H-rfr. fsf'j? 

iAnd watch them and they shall see!} means, “watch them and see 
what will happen to them by way of punishment for their 
opposition towards you and their disbelief in you.’ Allah said, 
as a threat and a warning, 

A / > •> V 


iand they sluill see!}. Then Allah says: 

4Do they seek to hasten on Our torment?} 

meaning, “they seek to hasten on the punishment because 
they disbelieve in you, and Allah is angry with them because 
of that and will make them suffer the consequences, and 
because of their disbelief and stubbornness, He will hasten on 
the punishment.’ 

iThen, when it descends in their courtyard, evil will be the 
morning far those who had been warned!} 

means, when the punishment comes down to the place where 
they are, terrible will be the day of their punishment and 
destruction. As-Suddi said: 

irfaQ 4> r ty} 

iThen, when it descends in their courtyard,} means, in their 
homes; 

id} 

ievil will be the morning far tlwse who had been warned!} 
means, how terrible that morning will be for them. It was 
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reported in the Two Sahdhs that Anas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “On the morning of Khaybar, when the people 
came out with their tools (to go about their daily work) and 
saw the (Muslim) army, they went back and said, ‘Muhammad 
by Allah! Muhammad and the army!’ The Prophet $&, said: 


a 




^ ji o-L mj llijj ISl Ul 



i’js\ «bi» 


«Alldhu Akbarl Khaybar has been destroyed. Then, when it 
descends in the courtyard of any people, evil will be the 
morning for those who had been warned!*’^ 


it* ( 4 ^ dtyjf 


iSo turn away from them for a while, and watch and they shall 
see!} 

This is a reiteration of the command stated above. And Allah 
knows best. 


yjj ft -tij (J* ’J .vj", & 'ij-f Cjj 


4180. Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-’lzzah! (He is free) 
from what they attribute unto Him!} 

4181. And Saldm (peace!) be on the Messengers!} 

4182. And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of all 
that exists.} 

Allah glorified Himself and states that He is far above what the 
lying wrongdoers say about Him; glorified and sanctified and 
exalted be He far above what they say. Allah says: 

yj '^CL} 

4Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-‘Izzah!} 
meaning, the Owner of might and power Whom none can resist. 


4(He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!} means, from 
what these lying fabricators say. 

111 Fath Al-Bari 2:107, Muslim 2:1043. 
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Other Hadiths concerning the expiation for any wrongs that 
may have occurred during a gathering prescribe saying the 
words: “Glory be to You, O Allah, and praise. There is no God 
except You; I seek your forgiveness and I repent to you.” I 
have written a chapter dealing exclusively with this topic. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat As-Saffat. And Allah, 
may He be glorified and exalted, knows best. 




Surah 38. Sad (1 - 3) (Portal 
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The Tafsir of Surah Sad 
(Chapter - 38) 

which was revealed in M akkah 


J 


P *—3 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

S. -if-f 
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41. Sad. By the Qur'an 
full of reminding.} 

42. Those who disbelieve 
are in false pride and 
opposition.} 

43. How many a 
generation have We de¬ 
stroyed before them! And 
they cried out when 
there was no longer time 
for escape.} 

We have already 
discussed the separate 
letters in the the 
beginning of the Tafsir 
of Surat Al-Baqarah, 
and there is no need to 
repeat it here. 

<5# 4 £2 6 > 


4 By the Qur'an full of reminding.} means, by the Qur’an which 
includes all that is in it as a reminder and a benefit to people in 
this life and the Hereafter. Ad-Dahhak said that the Ayah, 
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iS\1 ? 


ifull of reminding.} is like the Ayah, 

ilndeed. We have sent down for you (O mankind) a Book in 
which there is Dhikrukum} (21:10). 

i.e., your reminder . 111 This was also the view of Qatadah and 
of Ibn Jarir.* 2 * Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Said bin Jubayr, Ismail bin Abi Khalid, Ibn TJyaynah, Abu 
Husayn, Abu Salih and As-Suddi said: 

iJf$ 


ifull of reminding .} “Pull of honor,” i.e., of high standing.* 3 ' 
There is no contradiction between the two views, because it is a 
noble Book which includes reminders and leaves no excuse and 
brings warnings. The reason for this oath is to be found in the 
Ayah: 




*1 S' 


iNot one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My 
torment was justified.} (38:14). 

Qatadah said, “The reason for it is to be found in the Ayah: 

Up U} 


iNay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and 
opposition}.’^ 

This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir.* 5 * 

&■, j i)jf\ f.} 


iNay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and opposition.} 

means, in this Qur’an there is a reminder for those who will 
be reminded and a lesson for those who will leam a lesson, 


1,1 At-Tabari 21:140. 

* 2 * At-Tabari 21:140. 

* 3 * At-Tabari 21:139, 140. 
* 4 * At-Tabari 21:140. 

* S| At-Tabari 21:141. 
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but the disbelievers will not benefit from it because they 

4 }k& 

iare in false pride } meaning, arrogance and tribalism, 


iand opposition .} means, they are stubbornly opposed to it and 
go against it. Then Allah scares them with news of how the 
nations who came before them were destroyed because of their 
opposition to the Messengers and their disbelief in the 
Scriptures that were revealed from heaven. Allah says: 

4.9} Oi && 

4How many a generation have We destroyed before them!} 
meaning, disbelieving nations. 


4And they cried out} means, when the punishment came to 
them, they called for help and cried out to Allah, but that did 
not save them at all. This is like the Ayat 


^ pj Z & V £ £ tii 'CX 

4 ''jr^ 


4Then, when they perceived (saw) Our torment, behold, they 
(tried to) flee from it. Flee not, but return to that wherein you 
lived a luxurious life, and to your homes, in order that you 
may be questioned.} (21:12-13). 

Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that At-Tamlmi said, “I asked 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, about the Ayah: 

4^ c&j \)&} 

4And they cried out when there was no longer time for 
escape.} 

He said that it was not the time for them to call or flee or 
escape. Muhammad bin Ka*b said, concerning the Ayah: 

4f^ itij \/&} 


4 And they cried out when there was no longer time for 
escape.} 
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Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!) 

49. Or have they the treasures of the mercy of your Lord, the 
Almighty, the Real Bestower?) 

410. Or is it that the dominion of the heavens and the earth 
and all that is between them is theirs? If so, let them ascend up 
with means!) 

411. They will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old 
times.) 


The Idolators were amazed at the Message, Tawhid and 
the Qur’an 


Allah tells us that the idolators wondered at the sending of the 
Messenger of Allah | as a bringer of glad tidings and a 
wamer. This is like the Ayah: 


p 3 \p: pM & J 3 fft* 4 3 


41s it a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation 
to a man from among themselves (saying): "Warn mankind, 
and give good news to those who believe that they shall have 
with their Lord the rewards of their good deeds?" (But) the 
disbelievers say: "This is indeed an evident sorcerer!") (10:2). 

And Allah says here: 


4And they wonder that a wamer has come to them from among 
themselves.) 


meaning, a human being like themselves. 


m S3 ©4>6f & 3t 


4And the disbelievers said: “This is a sorcerer, a liar. Has he 
made the gods into One God?") 

meaning, does he claim that the One Who is to worshipped is 
One and there is no god besides Him? The idolators - may 
Allah curse them - denounced that and were amazed at the 
idea of giving up Shirk, because they had learned from their 
forefathers to worship idols and their hearts were filled with 
love for that. When the Messenger £g| called them to rid their 
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hearts of that and to worship Allah Alone, this was too much 
for them and they were astounded by it. They said: 


M & & 4 


w • f 


4“Has he made the gods into One Cod? Verily, this is a 
curious thing!" And the leaders among them went about} 

meaning the chiefs and masters and nobles, 


4(saying): "Go on..."} meaning, ‘persist in your religion,’ 

^ 

4and remain constant to your gods!}, meaning, 'do not respond to 
Muhammad’s call to Tawhld.’ 

i>£ i *.$OL%} 

iVerily, this is a thing designed!} Ibn Jarir said, “The Tawhid to 
which Muhammad is calling you is something by which he 
wishes to gain power over you, and exalt his own position, so 
that he will have followers among you, but we will not respond 
to him.”* 1 ' 


The Reason for the Revelation of These Ayat 

Abu JaYar bin Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “When Abu Talib fell sick, some of the 
people of the Quraysh, including Abu Jahl, entered upon him 
and said, ‘Your brother’s son is insulting our gods; he does 
such and such and says such and such. Why don’t you send 
for him and tell him not to do that?’ So he sent for the 
Prophet 3 g| and he entered the house. There was space enough 
for one man to sit between them and Abu Talib, and Abu 
Jahl, may Allah curse him, was afraid that if [the Prophet 5 §] 
were to sit beside Abu Talib he would be more lenient with 
him, so he jumped up and sat in that spot, and the Messenger 
of Allah could find nowhere to sit near his uncle, so he sat 
by the door. Abu Talib said to him, ‘O son of my brother, why 
are your people complaining about you and claiming that you 

m 


At-Tabari 21:152. 
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insult their gods and say such and such?’ They made so many 
complaints against him. Thereupon, he said, 


ijtyj “r'/*' ^ (/! '?* *4* 


If, 


«0 uncle, all I want from them is one word which, if they say 
it, the Arabs will become their followers and the non-Arabs will 
pay Jizyah to them .» 

They were worried about what he said, so they said, ‘One word? 
Yes, by your father, (we will say) ten words! What is it?’ Abu 
Talib said, What word is it, O son of my brother?’ He sg said, 

<4i ^ e i iii 


iLa ilaha illallahj 

They stood up in agitation, brushing down their clothes, 
saying, 

iHas he made the gods into One God. Verily, this is a curious 
thing!} 

Then this passage was revealed, from this Ayah to the Ayah: 

iNay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!}” 

This is the wording of Abu Kurayb.* 11 Something similar was 
also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasal, and At-Tirmidhi 
said, “Hasan.”* 21 

j 1% G? C} 

4 We have not heard (the like) of this in the religion of these 
later days.} 

means, *we have not heard anything like this Tawhid. to which 
Muhammad calls us in the religion of these later days.’ 


111 At-Tabari 21:149. 

* 21 Ahmad 1:362, An-Nasal in Al-Kubrd 6:442, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 
9:99. A few scholars grade this narration weak, including Al- 
Ama"ut ( Al-Musnad no. 3420) and Al-Albani in Da'if Sunan At- 
Tirmidhi under the Tafsir of this Ayah. 
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Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “We have not heard of this from the religion of 
these later days (meaning Christianity); if this Qur’an were 
true, the Christians would have told us about it."* 1 ’ 

4&X ^ ui j\fr 

477»'s is nothing but an invention!} Mujahid and Qatadah said, “A 
lie.” 121 Ibn ‘Abbas said, “A fabrication.”* 3 ' 

4iy: i. jSif & 3/J} 

iHas the Reminder been sent down to him (alone) from among 
us?} 

They thought it unlikely that he would be singled out from 
among them to receive the Qur’an. This is like the Ayat 

oi % w 

iAnd they say: "Why is not this Qur’an sent down to some 
great man of the two towns?"} (43:31). 

Allah said: 



4/s it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord? It is 
We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 
world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks} 
(43:32). 

When they said this, it indicated their ignorance and lack of 
understanding since they thought it was unlikely that the 
Qur’an would be revealed to the Messenger jg and not to 
somebody else. 

4y'j* A 

iNay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!} 

means, they say this because they have not yet tasted the 
punishment and vengeance of Allah. But they will come to 

111 At-Tabari 21:152. 

121 At-Tabari 21:155. 

131 At-Tabari 21:154. 
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know the consequences of what they say and what they 
rejected on the Day when they are herded into the fire of Hell. 
Then Allah points out that He is the One Who is in control of 
His Creation and Who does whatever He wills, Who gives 
whatever He wants to whomever He wants, and honors 
whomever He wants and humiliates whomever He wants, and 
guides whomever He wants and misguides whomever He 
wants, and sends the Rah (Jibnl) by His command upon 
whomsoever He wants among His servants, and seals the 
hearts of whomever He wants, so no one can guide him apart 
from Allah. His servants do not possess any power and have 
no control over His dominion, not even a speck of dust’s 
weight; they do not possess even a thin membrane over a date 
stone. Allah says, denouncing them: 


y$ i 4L> 


iOr have they the treasures of the mercy of your Lord, the 
Almighty, the Real Bestower?} 

meaning, the Almighty Whose might cannot be overcome, the 
Bestower Who gives whatever He wills to whomsoever He wills. 
This Ayah is like the Ayah: 


ii iyX, 


iOr have they a share in the dominion? Then in that case they 
would not give mankind even a speck on the back of a date 
stone. Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of 
His bounty? Then, We had already given the family of Ibrahim 
the Book and Al-Hikmah, and conferred upon them a great 
kingdom. Of them were (some) who believed in him, and of 
them were (some) wlw averted their faces from him ; and enough 
is Hell for burning (them).} (4:53-55). 


✓ . ^ f % * % * / </ L > 


iSay: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord 
(wealth), then you would surely hold back for fear of (being 
exhausted), and man is ever miserly!"} (17:100). 
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This is after Allah tells us the story of how the disbeliever 
denied the sending of a human Messenger, as He tells us that 
the people of Salih, peace be upon him, said: 


im'M ii&t <a $4 




4"Is it that the Reminder is sent to him alone from among us? 
Nay, he is an insolent liar!" Tomorrow they will come to know 
who is the liar, the insolent one!} (54:25, 26) 


4 Cj 4 $*-** >£&• J>} 


iOr is it that the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all 
that is between them is theirs? If so, let them ascend up with 
means.} 

means, if they have that, then let them ascend up with means. 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujdhid, Said bin 
Jubayr, Qatadah and others said, “The ways to the heaven.”* 11 
Ad-Dahhak, said, “Then let them ascend into the seventh 
heaven.”* 2 * 

Then Allah says, 


ithey will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old 
times.} 


meaning, these hosts of disbelievers who are in false pride and 
opposition will be defeated and overwhelmed and disgraced, 
just as the Confederates of the old times were disgraced before 
them. This Ayah is like the Ayah: 








4Or say they: "We are a great multihide, victorious?" Their 
multitude will be put to flight, and they will show their backs.} 
(54:44-45) - which is what happened on the day of Badr - 


4Nay, but the Hour is their appointed hme, and the Hour will 
be more grievous and more bitter.} (54:46) 


111 At-Tabari 21:156. 
121 At-Tabari 21:157. 
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432. Before f/iem denied - die people of Nuh; and ‘Ad; and 
Fir'awn the man of stakes,} 

413. And Thamtld, and the people of Lilt, and the Dwellers of 
Al-Aykah; such were the Confederates.} 

414. Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My 
torment was justified.} 

415. And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no 
pause or ending thereto.} 

416. They say: “Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittand before the 
Day of Reckoning!"} 

417. Be patient of what they say...} 


A Reminder of Those Who were destroyed among the 
Previous Nations 

Allah tells us about those past nations and the punishment 
and vengeance that struck them for their going against the 
Messengers and disbelieving in the Prophets, peace be upon 
them. We have already seen their stories in detail in numerous 
places (in the Qur’an). Allah says: 


4such were the Confederates.} meaning, they were greater and 
stronger than you, they had more wealth and children, but that 
did not protect them from the punishment of Allah at all when 
the command of your Lord came to pass.’ Allah says: 


4Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My 
torment was justified.} 

The reason for their destruction was their disbelief in the 
Messengers, so let those who are addressed here beware and 
be afraid.’ 


am 










316 


Tafsir [bn Kathir 


iAnd these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause 
or ending thereto.} 

Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam; “There will none who can 
avert it,”* 1 * i.e., they will only wait for the Hour that it shall 
come upon them suddenly while they perceive not. But some 
of its portents have already come, i.e., it has drawn nigh. This 
Sayhah is the blast on the Trumpet when Allah will command 
Israfil to sound a long note, and there will be no one in the 
heaven or on earth but will be terrified, except those whom 
Allah spares. 

a Sf £ !&> 


iThey say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana before the Day of 
Reckoning!"} 

Here Allah denounces the idolators for calling for the punishment 
to be hastened upon themselves. Qitt refers to a book or record, or 
it was said that it means one’s allotted share or fortune. Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Al- 
Hasan and others said, “They asked for the punishment to be 
hastened.”* 2 * Qatadah added, this is like when they said: 


0 

> * 


i"0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from You, 
then rain dawn stones on us from the sky or bring on us a 
painful torment."} (8:32).* 3 * 

It was also said that they asked for their share of Paradise to 
be hastened, if it really existed, so that they might have their 
share in this world; they said this because they thought it 
unlikely to exist and they disbelieved in it. Ibn Jarir said, 
“They asked for whatever they deserved, good or bad, to be 
hastened for them in this world.”* 4 * What he said is good, and 
A-Dahhak and Ismail bin Abi Khalid based their views on it. 
And Allah knows best.* 5 * They said this by way of mockery 

* l * ‘Abdur-RazzSq 3:161. 

* 2 * Af-Jabaxi 2 1 : 164 , Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 : 148 . 

■ 3 * At-Jabari 21:164. 

* 4 * At-Tabari 21:165. 

* 5 ' At-Jabari 21:195. 
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ti&ita tot = '^ ] and disbelief, so Allah 

commanded His 
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Messenger jg to be 
patient in the face of 
their insults, and He 
gave him the glad 
tidings that his 
patience would be 
rewarded with victory 
and success. 

t<>jJ JjVf 'i Jjla li-U^ ^ 
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417.And remember Our 
slave Dawud, endued 
with Al-Ayd. Verily, he 
was ever oft-returning in 
all matters and in 
repentance 

418. Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with him 
in the 'Ashi and Ishraq.} 

419. And (so did) the birds assembled, all obedient to him .> 

420. We made his kingdom strong and gave him Al-Hikmah and 
sound judgement in speech and decision 


j U 0 } ^ J 

-jli 4 \jj£e,j}S\ H 


Dawud, peace be upon him 

Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger Dawud, peace be 
upon him, was endued with power. Al-Ayd means strength in 
knowledge and action. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, “ Al-Ayd means strength.”* 1 * 

m 


At-Tabari 21.166, 167. 
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Mujahid said, “Al-Ayd means strength in obedience to Allah.”* 1 * 
Qatadah said, “Dawud, peace be upon him, was given strength 
in worship and the proper understanding of Islam.”* 2 * He told 
us that he, peace be upon him, used to spend a third of the 
night in prayer, and he fasted for half a lifetime. This was 
reported in the Two Sahihs, where it is recorded that the 
Messenger of Allah sg said: 


^11> 4ll 4 . OjlS l*J I 

jhjbj jlS" J iCJil* ^ Gj i AlC (1)15 Ojb 

«Cij{ b\s £\j c iij % ij 


«77ie most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud, 
and the most beloved of fasting to Allah is the fasting of 
Dawud. He used to sleep for half of the night, stand in prayer 
for a third of the night, then sleep for a sixth of the night, and 
he used to fast alternate days. He never fled from the battlefield, 
and he always htmed to AllSh .»* 3 ’ 

which means that he turned to Allah with regard to all of his 
affairs. 


4 Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with 
him in the 'Ashi and Ishrdq.} 

means, Allah caused the mountains to glorify His praises with 
him at sunrise and at the end of the day. This is like the Ayah: 

rM & 4 jc^> 


you mountains. Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds 
(also)!} (34:10). 

The birds also used to glorify Allah’s praises with him. If a 
bird flew by him and heard him chanting the Zabur, it would 
not go away; instead it would stay hovering in the air, 
glorifying Allah along with him. And the lofty mountains would 
respond to him and echo his glorification of Allah. Ibn Jarir 


111 At-Tabari 21:166. 

* 2 ' At-Tabari 21:167. 

* 3 ' Fath Al-B&ri 3:20, Muslim 2:816. 
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recorded from ‘Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal that Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, did not pray Ad-£ufra. 
[‘Abdullah said:] “So I took him to Umm Hani, may Allah be 
pleased with her, and said to her, Tell him what you told me.’ 
She said, The Messenger of Allah jig entered my house on the 
day of the conquest of Makkah. He called for water to be 
poured into a large bowl, then he called for a garment which 
he used as a screen between me and him, and he washed 
himself. Then he sprinkled water around the house and 
prayed eight Rak'ahs. This was Ad-Duha, and its standing, 
bowing, prostration and sitting were all equal in brevity.’ Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, left, saying, 1 have 
read the Qur’an from cover to cover, and I never knew about 
Salat Ad-Duha until now!’ Then he recited: 

i^d-id hf&i y^i 

iglorify Our praises with him in the ‘Ashi and Ishraq.i 

I used to say, “What is Salat Al-Ishrdq, but now I know what it 
is.”' 1 ! 

i& 'Mi 

iAnd (so did) the birds assembled, meaning, hovering in the air. 

id} A ’Si 

iall obedient to him.} means, they obeyed him and followed him 
in glorifying Allah. Said bin Jubayr, Qatadah and Malik said, 
narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd: 

id} A Si 

iall obedient to him.i means, “Following his commands.”' 2 ' 

l^ji 

iWe made his kingdom strong ^ means, *We gave him complete 
dominion with all that kings need.’ Ibn Abi Najlh reported that 
Mujahid said, “He was the strongest and most powerful of the 
people of this world.” 

m At-Tabari 21:169. 

[2) At-Tabari 21:169. 
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iatid gave him Al-Hikmah ^ Mujahid said, “This means 
understanding, reason and intelligence.” Qatadah said, “The 
Book of Allah and following what is in it.” As-Suddi said: 

iAl-Hikmah} “Prophethood.”* 11 

j 


iand sound judgement} Shurayh Al-Qadi and Ash-Shahi said, 
“Sound judgement is testimony and oaths.”* 21 Qatadah said, 
“Two witnesses for the plaintiff or an oath on the part of the 
defendant is meaning of sound judgement.” 13 * This is the 
sound judgement which the Prophets and Messengers judged 
and the believers and righteous accepted. This is the basis of 
this Ummah’s judicial system until the Day of Resurrection. 
This was the view of Abu 'Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami. Mujahid 
and As-Suddi said, “It means passing the right judgement and 
understanding the case.” 141 Mujahid also said, “It is soundness 
in speech and in judgement, and this includes all of the above.” 
This is what is meant, and this is the view favored by Ibn 
Jarir J 51 


Jakli 'J.j JUdL L-U» (jWSa »■ 
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422. And has the news of tiie litigants reached you? When they 
climbed over the wall into (his) Mihrdb (private chamber of 
tvorship);} 


111 At-Jabari 21:171. 
121 At-Tabari 21:173. 
131 At-Tabari 21:173. 
141 At-Tabari 21:172. 
151 At-Tabari 21:173. 
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422 . When they entered in upon Dawud, he was terrified of 
them. They said: "Fear not! (We are) two litigants, one of us 
has wronged the other, therefore judge between us with truth, 
and treat us not with injustice, and guide us to the right way.4 

423. Verily, this my brother (in religion) has ninety-nine ewes, 
while 1 have (only) one ewe, and he says: "Hand it over to me, 
and he overpowered me in speech."4 

424. [Dawud] said: "He has wronged you in demanding your 
ewe in addition to his ewes. And, verily, many partners 
oppress one anotlier, except those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds, and they are few." And Dawud guessed that We 
have tried him and he sought forgiveness of his Lord, and he 
fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance.4 

425. So, We forgave him that, and verily, for him is a near 
access to Us, and a good place of return.4 


The Story of the Two Litigants 

In discussing this passage, the scholars of Tafsir mention a 
story which is mostly based upon Isra'iliyat narrations. 
Nothing has been reported about this from the Infallible 
Prophet that we could accept as true. But Ibn Abi Hatim 
narrated a Hadith whose chain of narration cannot be 
regarded as Sahih because it is reported by Yazld Ar-Raqashi 
from Anas, may Allah be pleased with him. Although Yazld 
was one of the righteous, his Hadiths are regarded as weak by 
the Imams. So, it is better to speak briefly of this story and 
refer knowledge of it to Allah, may He be exalted. For the 
Qur’an is true and what it contains is also true. 



4he was terrified of them.4 This was because he was in his 
Mihrab (private chamber). That was the noblest part of his 
house, where he commanded that no one should enter upon 
him that day. So, he did not realize that these two people had 
climbed the fence surrounding his Mihrab (private chamber) to 
ask him about their case. 

4^04-i 4 J^j4 

4and he overpowered me in speech.4 means, “he defeated me.’ 
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Gf 

4 And Dawud guessed that We have tried him} 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that this 
means, “We tested him.” 11 ' 

(&> J~j$> 

iand he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in 
repentance.$ 

4So, We forgave him that,$ 


The Sajdah in Surah Sad 


The performance of Sajdah in Surah Sad is not one of the 
obligatory locations; it is a prostration of thanks ( Sajdat 
Shukt). The evidence for it is the report recorded by Imam 
Ahmad from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, who 
said; “The prostration in Surah Sad is not one of the obligatory 
prostrations; I saw the Messenger of Allah jg prostrating in 
this Surah. ”* 21 This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasal in his Tafsir. At-Tirmidhi 
said, “ Hasan Sahih.’^ In his Tafsir of this Ayah, An-Nasal 
also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Prophet jg prostrated in Sad, and he said: 


uI Lft. k n-w j 1 j s*^Jl fjs. ijb 


«Dawud prostrated as an act of repentance and we prostrate as 
an act of thanks.*” 

This was recorded only by An-Nasal. ^ The men of its chain 
of narration are all reliable. 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Al- 
‘Awwam said that he asked Mujahid about the prostration in 
Surah Sad. He said, *1 asked Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 

111 At-Tabari 21 :181. 

,2 ’ Ahmad 1:359. 

131 Path Al-B&ri 2:643, Abu Dawud 2:123, Tuhfat Al-Ahxvadhi 3:176, 
An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6 :342. 

141 An-Nasal 2:159. 
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with him, Why do you prostrate?’ He said, ‘Have you not read: 


iand among his [Niih's] progeny Dawud, Sulayman} (6:84) 




4They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 
guidance} (6:90). 


Dawud, peace be upon him, was one of those whom your 
Prophet s§ was commanded to follow. Dawud prostrated here 
so the Messenger of Allah sg also prostrated here.’” 111 

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Said Al-Khudri, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah % recited Sad 
while he was on the Minbar. When he reached the prostration, 
he came down from the Minbar and prostrated, and the people 
prostrated with him. On another occasion when he recited it, 
he reached the prostration and the people prepared to 
prostrate. He jg said: 


J&i 


C* 


LjI ® 


a 77iis is repentance for a Prophet, but I see that you are 
preparing to prostrate .» 

Then he came down (from the Minbar) and prostrated.”* 21 
This was recorded only by Abu Dawud and its chain of 
narration meets the conditions of the Two Sahihs. 


iand verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good place of 
(final) return.} 


means, on the Day of Resurrection, he will have good deeds by 
virtue of which he will be brought close to Allah, and he will 
have a good place of (final) return, which means the lofty 
levels of Paradise, because of his repentance and his perfect 
justice in his kingdom. As it says in the Sahth: 


jjlly Aj jjjJ i l * pft j 4 j_L 


1,1 Fath Al-Bari 8:405. 

121 Abu Dawud no. 1410. 
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«Those who are fair and just with their families and those who 
are under their authority will be on Minbars of light on the 
right hand of Ar-Rahmdn, and both His Hands are right 
Hands.*’™ 


'■*> v'j* ‘j* 4 aC j|' 5 ] jif 


426. 0 Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on 
the earth; so judge you between men in truth (and justice) and 
follow not your desire - far it will mislead you from the path of 
Allah. Verily, those who wander astray from the path of Allah 
(shall) have a severe torment, because they forgot the Day of 
Reckoning.) 


Advice to Rulers and Leaders 


This is advice from Allah, may He be exalted, to those who are in 
positions of authority. They should rule according to the truth 
and justice revealed from Him, they should not turn away from 
it and be led astray from the path of Allah. Allah has issued a 
stem warning of a severe punishment to those who go astray 
from His path and forget the Day of Resurrection. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibrahim Abu Zur'ah, who read 
the Scripture, reported that Al-Walld bin ‘Abd Al-Malik said to 
him: “Does anyone have the right to question the Khallfah? 
You have read the first Scripture and the Qur’an, and you 
have understood them.” He replied, “May I speak, O 
Commander of the faithful?” He said, “Speak, for you are 
under the protection of Allah.” I said, “O Commander of the 
faithful, are you more dear to Allah, or Dawud, peace be upon 
him? For Allah gave him both prophethood and rulership, 
then He warned him in His Book: 


o 6 litis* ££) 05® Jy tj A.A. U . i jbLu y ISj 
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40 Dawud ! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; 
so judge you between men in truth (and justice) and fallow not your 
desire - for it ivill mislead you from the path of Allah).” 
m 


Muslim 3:1458. 
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is the Guide to the Truth. 


Ikrimah said: 

\>< ,' f> < »i<' *>*!V 

^*y 1^—1 Uj Jj-J—' UUP 

4 v ui( 

i(Tho$e shall) have a 
severe torment, because 
they forgot the Day of 
Reckoning .> 

"They will have a 
severe punishment on 
the Day of Reckoning 
because of what they 
forgot. ” l 1 * As-Suddi 
said, “They will have 
a severe punishment 
because of what they 
neglected to do for the 
sake of the Day of 
Reckoning. ” [2] This 
interpretation is more 
in accordance with 
the apparent meaning 
of the Ayah . And 
Allah, may He be 
glorified and exalted, 


cjt ito$l ck>* Jib Lf U i l »j il—lif tik- Uj^ 

OMlJl jljf >1 4 ifxjkjtf C*l»«U<ilf i^£> iyjll* J&\ jl 

4^4Vt i# y&j 3£ &[ 2£ 4% 


^27. And We created not the heaven and the earth and all tlwt 
is between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 
those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!} 

428. Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds as those wlw cause mischief on the earth? Or shall We 


111 At-Tabari 21:189. 
121 At-Tabari 21:189. 
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treat those who have Taqwa as the evildoers?} 

429. (This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of 
blessings, that they may ponder over its Verses, and that men 
of understanding may remember.} 


The Wisdom behind the Creation of This World 

Allah tells us that He did not create the creatures in vain; He 
created them to worship Him Alone, then He will gather them 
on the Day of Gathering and will reward the obedient and 
punish the disbelievers. Allah says: 



iAnd We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is 
between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 
those who disbelieve!} 

meaning, those who do not think that the resurrection and the 
place of return will occur, but they think that there is nothing 
after this world. 

ijp ^ 4 $ &} 


iThen woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire!} 


means, woe to them on the Day when they will be resurrected, 
from the Fire that is prepared for them. Then Allah explains 
that because of His justice and wisdom. He does not treat the 
believers and the disbelievers equally. Allah says: 


J jffr\ >j OU.-ijiT 


£# 1 } 


4 Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds 
as tlwse who do mischief on the earth? Or shall We treat Tlwse 
who have Taqwa as tire evildoers?} 

meaning, “We shall not do that.’ They are not equal before 
Allah, and since this is the case, there must inevitably be 
another realm in which those who obey Allah will be rewarded 
and the wicked will be punished. This teaching indicates to 
those of a sound mind and upright nature that there must 
inevitably be a resurrection and recompense. We see evildoers 
and criminals are prospering and increasing in wealth, 
children and luxury, until they die in that state. We see 
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oppressed believers dying of grief and distress, so by the 
wisdom of the All-Wise, All-Knowing, All-Just who does not do 
even a speck of dust’s weight of injustice, there should be a 
time when the rights of the oppressed are restored with due 
justice. If this does not happen in this world, there must be 
another realm where recompense may be made and 
consolation may be found. The Qur’an teaches sound aims 
based on a rational way of thinking, so Allah says: 




!$a IX.} 


4(This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of 
blessings, that they may ponder over its Ayat, and that men of 
understanding may remember.$ 


meaning, those who are possessed of wisdom and reason, 
lilli Cjj\y £>■ & Jji-' v-»- XX til 


430. And to Ddwud We gave Sulaymdn. Hoio excellent a 
servant! Verily, he was ever turning in repentance (to Us)!} 

431. When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, 
well trained horses of the highest breed.} 

432. He said: "I did love the good instead of ranembering my 
Lord," till the time was over, and (the sun) had hidden in the 
veil (of night).} 

433. Then he said: "Bring than back to me." Thai he began to 
pass his hand over their legs and their necks.} 


Sulayman the Son of Dawud 

Allah tells us that he gave Sulayman to Dawud as a Prophet, 
as He says elsewhere: 

4And Sulayman inherited Dawud} (27:1). 

meaning, he inherited prophethood from him. Dawud had other 
sons besides Sulayman, for he had one hundred free wives. 

44^ JAj) Juii' 
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iHow excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
repentance (to Us)!} 

This is praise for Sulayman, because he was very much 
obedient, worshipping Allah much and always turning to Allah 
in repentance. 


WJ® & 3? 


iWhen there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well 
trained horses of the highest breed.} 

means, these well trained horses were shown to Sulayman, 
peace be upon him, in his capacity as king and ruler. Mujahid 
said, “They were the kind of horses which stand on three legs 
and raise the fourth, and they were swift horses.” 11 * This was 
also the view of several others among the Salaf. Abu Dawud 
recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, 
“The Messenger of Allah #, came back from the campaign of 
Tabuk or Khaybar, and there was a curtain covering her room. 
The wind came and lifted the curtain, revealing some toys 
belonging to ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her. The 
Prophet jg said: „ 


'■What is this, O ‘A'ishah?* She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, “My toys.” Among them he saw a horse with two wings 
made of cloth. He ij§ said: 

11 What is this that I see in the midst of them?* 

She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “A horse.” The 
Messenger of Allah said, 

^jJI \ 1 a U b 

vAnd tvhat is this on it?n She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, “Wings.” The Messenger of Allah sg said, 

horse with two wings?* She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, “Did you not hear that Sulayman, peace be upon him, 

m 


At-Tabari 21:192, 193. 
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had a horse that had wings?” She, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said, “The Messenger of Allah j|| smiled so broadly that 1 
could see his molars.”* 11 

'-'■A? ^ 

4He said: "I did love the good (i.e., horses) instead of 
remembering my Lord" till the time was over, and (the sun) 
had hidden in the veil (of night)} 

More than one of the Salaf and scholars of Tafslr mentioned 
that he was so busy looking at the horses that he missed the 
time of ‘Asr prayer. He did not miss it deliberately, but 
because of forgetfulness, as happened to the Prophet sfe on the 
day of Khandaq, when he was too busy to pray ‘Asr and he 
prayed it after the sun had set. This was recorded in the Two 
Sahths with more than one chain of narration, including the 
report from Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, 
“On the day of Khandaq, TJmar, may Allah be pleased with 
him, came after the sun had set and started cursing the 
disbelievers of the Quraysh. He said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I 
could not pray ‘Asr until the sun had almost set.’ The 
Messenger of Allah jg said, 

«l£U> U ii\jt 

«By Allah, I did not pray it eitherX’ 

He (Jabir) said, “So we got up and went to Buthan. Allah’s 
Prophet sg performed ablution for the prayer and we too 
performed ablution. He prayed ‘Asr after the sun had set, then 
he prayed Maghrib after that.”* 2 * 

}Then he said: "Bring them (horses) back to me." Then he 
began to pass his hand over their legs and their necks.} 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “He said, Tlo, by Allah, you will not 
keep me from worshipping my Lord again,’ then he ordered 
that they should be slaughtered. ”* 3 ' This was also the view of 
Qatadah. As-Suddi said, “Their necks and hamstrings were 


*’* Abu Dawud 5:227. 

* 2 * Fath Al-Bari 2:82, Muslim 1:438. 
131 At-Tabari 21:195. 
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struck with swords.”* 1 ’ 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “He began patting the horses’ heads 
and legs out of love for them.”* 2 ’ This is the view that was 
favored by Ibn Jarir. He said, “Because he would not punish 
an animal by cutting its hamstrings or destroy his own wealth 
for no other reason than that he had been distracted from his 
prayer by looking at it, and it was not the animals’ fault.” 

This view which Ibn Jarir thought more correct is subject to 
further review, because such action may have been 
permissible according to their law, especially since he got 
angry for the sake of Allah for being distracted by these horses 
until the time for prayer had lapsed. Then, since he dispensed 
with them for the sake of Allah, Allah compensated him with 
something better, the wind which blew gently by his order 
wherever he willed. Its morning lasted a month’s (journey), and 
its afternoon lasted a month’s (journey). This was faster and 
better than horses. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Qatadah and Abu Ad- 
Dahma’, who traveled a lot to the Kaljah, said, “We met a 
man from among the bedouins who said to us: The Messenger 
of Allah jg took my hand and started teaching me some of 
that which Allah had taught him. He said, 


•<~t '3<3^3 > <*>' iilkf-i 'Vj Ji*: <ii i\x\ illi gjs V 


•You do not give up anything for the sake of Allah, but Allah 
will give you something better than if.n’" 131 


* j v-*j j jf-' 'fj spvw f # gn; sx Oja; 

*S_/r off 4 t/sli I&Sm oi JU $/ Ji 

lr^-j /I op ‘r£<->£ 


434. And indeed, We tried Sulayman and We placed on his 
throne Jasad (a body), and he returned 


111 At-Tabari 21:195. 
121 At-Tabari 21 :196. 
* 3 ' Ahmad 5:78. 
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435. He said: "My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a 
kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me. Verily, 
You are the Bestower.”} 

436. So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his 
order wherever he willed,$ 

437. And the Shayatfn, from every kind of builder and diver,} 

438. And also others bound in fetters.} 

<39. [Allah said to Sulayman]: "Tltis is Our gift, so spend you 
or withhold, no account will be asked of you.”} 

440. And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good 
(final) return.} 


How Allah tested Sulayman then made Things easy for 
Him 


Allah says, 


12 &} 


4And indeed, We tried Sulayman} meaning, *We tested him.’ 

iand We placed on his throne Jasad (a body)}. [l] 

4v 


iand he returned.} means, after this test, he turned back to Him 
and asked for forgiveness and to be given a kingdom such as 
shall not belong to any other after him. 


4He said: “My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a 
kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me. Verily, 
You are the Bestower/’} 


Allah does not explain exactly what this Jasad was which He placed 
on his throne. We believe that Allah tested him by placing this 
Jasad on his throne, even though we do not know what it was. 
Everything that has been said concerning it has been taken from 
the Isr&’Uiy&t , and we do not know what is true. (Since the word 
means “corporeal” interpretations centered around some form of 
Jinn.) Allah knows best. 




332 


Tafslr Ibtt Katlur 


Some of them said, “No one after me will have the right to ask 
Allah for such a kingdom.” This is the apparent meaning from 
the context of the Ayah , and several Hadiths with a similar 
meaning have been narrated from the Messenger of Allah jg. 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Prophet ag said: 


fjoA J - jl - ii -jlljl iLji* jjt 

s^ji juii J35 4 \ 1 yj&j 

•42*5 xShj&l & 4 CZ 4 ^ : f 


«An ‘lfrit from among the Jinn came and bothered me last 
night- or he said something similar -Trying to stop me from 
praying. Allah enabled me to overpower him, and I wanted to 
tie him to one of the pillars in the Masjid so that you could see 
him this morning. Then I remembered what my brother 
Sulaymdn said, $My Lord! Forgive me and bestoio upon me a 
kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me}» 

Rawh said, “so he let him go, humiliated.” »*** This was also 
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasal 121 In his Sahih, Muslim 
recorded that Abu Ad-Darda’, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger of Allah #5 stood up to pray and we 
heard him say, 


O , ♦ 


«/ seek refuge with Allah from youj Then he said, 
J «i)l iLkL dLjU 


«/ curse you ivith the curse of Allah .» three times, and he 
stretched out his hand as if he was reaching out to take 
something. When he finished his prayer, we said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, we heard you say something in your 
prayer which we have never heard you say before, and we 
saw you stretching out your hand.’ He jg said: 


Fath Al-Bari 1 :660. 

(2) Muslim 1 :384, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:443. 
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«77ie enemy o/ A//o/i /b/is came with a flame of fire to throw in 
my face, so 1 said, "I seek refuge with Allah from you” three 
times, then I said, "I curse you with the complete curse of 
Allah," but he did not back off. I said it three times. Then 1 
wanted to seize him. By Allah, if it were not for the words of 
our brother Sulayman, he would have been chained up and he 
would have become a plaything for the children of the people of 
Al-Madinahy* l] 


Allah says: 


‘If- &> *4/*\ i if gf 


i$o, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order 
wherever Ire willed .} 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said, “When 
Sulayman, peace be upon him, slaughtered the horses out of 
anger for the sake of Allah, Allah compensated him with 
something better and swifter, the wind whose morning was a 
month’s (journey), and its afternoon was a month’s 
(journey).” 121 

icC\ 3s* 


^wherever he willed.} means, wherever in the world he wanted. 

jf 

iAnd also the ShayatTn, from every kind of builder and diver,} 

means, among them were some whom he used to build high 
rooms, images, basins as large as reservoirs, and cauldrons 
fixed (in their places), and other difficult tasks which humans 
were unable to do. And there was another group, who dived 
into the sea recovering pearls, jewels and other precious things 


1,1 Muslim 1 :385. 

121 At-Tabari 21:201. 
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which cannot be found anywhere else. 


iAnd also others bound in fetters.} means, tied up in chains. 
These were the ones who had rebelled and refused to work, or 
else their work was bad and they were wrongdoers. 





i[Allah said to Sulayman]: "This is Our Gift, so spend you or 
withhold, no account will be asked of you."} 

means, this that We have given to you of kingship and perfect 
power, as you asked for, you may give to whomsoever you 
wish and deny to whomsoever you wish, and you will not be 
brought to account. Whatever you do is permissible for you, so 
however you judge, it will be right.’ It was reported in the Two 
Sahihs that when the Messenger of Allah jg was given the 
choice between being a servant and a Messenger - who does 
what he is commanded to do and distributes things among the 
people as Allah commands him to do - or being a Prophet and 
a king, who can give to whomever he wishes and withhold 
from whomever he wishes without being held accountable for 
anything, he chose the former. He consulted with Jibril, peace 
be upon him, who said, “Be humble.” So he chose the former 
because it has a greater value before Allah and brings a higher 
status in the Hereafter, even though the second option, 
prophethood combined with kingship, is also a great thing 
both in this world and in the Hereafter, when Allah tells us 
what He gave to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in this world, 
He tells us that he will have a great share with Allah on the 
Day of Resurrection. He says: 


4And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good (final) 
return.} 


meaning, in this world and the Hereafter. 

y. ^ $ & t£6 vjs3 
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441. And remember 
Our servant Ayyiib, 
when he invoked his 
Lord (saying): ‘‘Verily, 
Shaytan has afflicted me 
with distress and 
torment!"} 

442. (Allah said to 
him): "Strike the ground 
with your foot. This is 
(a spring of) water to 
wash in, cool and a 
drink."} 

443. And We gave him 
(back) his family, and 
along with than the like 
thereof, as a mercy from 
Us, and a reminder for 
those who understand.} 

444. "And take in your 
Iwnd a bundle of thin 
grass and strike there¬ 
with (your wife), and 
break not your oath." 
Truly, We found him 

patiait. How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
repentance (to Us)!} 


mS t®' «SSS9B& 

v4' aes 

«* Q OJXC. yLUlb 


Ayyub 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Ayyub 
(Job) and how He tested him. These tests afflicted his body, 
his wealth and his children, until there was no part of his 
body that was healthy except his heart. Then he had nothing 
left in this world which he could use to help him deal with his 
sickness or the predicament he was in, besides his wife, who 
retained her devotion to him because of her faith in Allah and 
His Messenger. She used to work for people as a paid servant, 
and she fed and served him (Ayyub) for nearly eighteen years. 
Before that, he was very rich and had many children, being 
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well off in worldly terms. All of that had been taken away until 
he ended up being thrown into the city dump where he stayed 
all this time, shunned by relatives and strangers alike, with 
the exception of his wife - may Allah be pleased with her. She 
did not leave him, morning and evening, except for when she 
was serving people, then she would come straight back to him. 
When this had gone on for a long time, and things had gotten 
very bad, and the time allotted by divine decree had come to 
an end, AyyQb prayed to the Lord of the worlds, the God of 
the Messengers, and said: 




iVerily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful 
of all those who show mercy.} (21:83). 

And according to this Ayah: 


^o ' 1 *.* \iXs- ^ 


iAnd remember Our servant Ayyub, when he invoked his Lord 
(saying): " Verily, Shay tan has afflicted me with distress and 
torment!”} 

It was said that “distress” referred to bodily afflictions and 
“torment" referred to the loss of his wealth and children. Then 
the Most Merciful of those who show mercy responded to him, 
telling him to stand up and strike the ground with his foot. He 
did this, and Allah caused a spring of water to flow. He 
commanded him to wash in it, and all the pain and affliction 
in his body disappeared. Then He commanded him to strike 
the ground in a different place, and Allah caused another 
spring to flow, and Ayyub was commanded to drink from it. 
Then all his internal problems disappeared, and he became 
healthy again, inside and out. Allah says: 


iStrike the ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to 
wash in, cool and a (refreshing) drink.} 

Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 

= j-*- *y&. 4ii 
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« Allah's Prophet Ayyiib, peace be upon him, suffered for 
eighteen years from his affliction and was shunned by relatives 
and strangers alike, besides two men who were the closest of his 
brothers to him. They used to visit him every morning and 
every evening. One of them said to his companion, ‘‘You know, 
by Allah, that Ayyiib committed a great sin which nobody in 
the world ever committed." His companion said, "Why are you 
saying that?" He said, "For eighteen years he has been 
suffering and Allah has not had mercy on him and relieve his 
suffering." When he went to him the next morning, the 
(second) man could not wait to tell this to Ayyiib. Ayyiib, 
peace be upon him, said, "I do not know what you are talking 
about, but Allah knows if I passed by two men who were 
arguing and they mentioned the Name of Allah, l would go 
back home and offer expiation lest they had mentioned the Name 
of Allah in an improper manner." Whenever he went out to 
answer the call of nature, when he finished, his wife would take 
his hand until he came back home. One day he took a long 
time, and Allah had revealed to Ayyiib, $Strike the ground 
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with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and 
a (refreshing) drink.} She thought that he had taken too long, 
so she turned to look at him, and saw that Allah had taken 
away the afflictions he had been suffering, and he looked better 
than he had ever looked. When she saw him, she said, “May 
Allah bless you! Have you seen Allah's Prophet, the one who is 
sorely tested? By Allah, I have never seen a man who looks 
more like him than you, if he were healthy." He said, “I am 
he." He had two threshing floors J 11 one for wheat and one for 
barley. Allah sent two clouds, and when one of them reached 
the threshing floor of the wheat, it rained gold until it was full. 
The other rained gold on the threshing floor of the barley until 
it was Jull.» This is the wording of Ibn Jarir, may Allah 
have mercy on him. 12 * 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 

& 4 *$ J'r-M It Slyt- & '> 4 >y\ 

tS'j J>-j j* 

<44 u J, 4 * «J« 


“While Ayyub was bathing naked, locusts of gold fell upon 
him. Ayyub, peace be upon him, began gathering them in his 
garment. Then his Lord called to him, "O Ayyub, have I not 
made you so rich that you have no need of what you see?” He, 
peace be upon him, said, “Yes, O Lord! But I cannot do 
without Your blessing!")) 

This was only recorded by Al-Bukhari. 131 




4And We gave him (back) his family, and along with them the 
like thereof, as a mercy from Us, and a reminder for those who 
understand.} 

A1-Hasan and Qatadah said, “Allah brought his family 


^ An area where the husks are removed from grains. 

^ At-Tabari 21:211. Similar was recorded by Al-Hakim no. 4115, and 
others. 

131 Al-Bukhari no. 279, 3391, 7493. 
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themselves back to life, and added others like them.” 11 ' 

4 & 


ias a mercy from Us,b means, in return for his patience, 
steadfastness, repentance, humility and constant turning to 
Allah. 




iand a reminder for those who understand. 

means, for those who understand that the consequence of 
patience is a solution and a way out. 

/ <+ , * & s * < ^ 

TJ 'bfj t Aj Ujur JLhi Jki-J / 


iAnd take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike 
thereuntil (your wife), and break not your oath 

Ayyub, peace be upon him, got angry with his wife and was 
upset about something she had done, so he swore an oath 
that if Allah healed him, he would strike her with one hundred 
blows. When Allah healed him, how could her service, mercy, 
compassion and kindness be repaid with a beating? So Allah 
showed him a way out, which was to take a bundle of thin 
grass, with one hundred stems, and hit her with it once. Thus 
he fulfilled his oath and avoided breaking his vow. This was 
the solution and way out for one who had Taqwd of Allah and 
turned to Him in repentance. Allah says: 

iTruly, We found him patient. How excellent a servant! 
Verily f he urns ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!$ 

Allah praised and commanded him, saying, 


iHow excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-retunung in 
repentance (to Us)If 


Allah says: 

M* t> J&K Cej 
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At-Tabari 21 :212. 
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iwal-Absar means, understanding of the religion.” 111 Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said, “They were given strength in worship and 
understanding of the religion.” 

iVerily, We did choose them by granting them the 

remembrance of the Abode.$ 

Mujahid said, “This means: We made them strive for the 
Hereafter, and there is nothing else for them besides that.” 121 
As-Suddi also said, “The remembrance of the Hereafter and 
striving for it.” 131 Malik bin Dinar said, “Allah removed the love 
of this world from their hearts, and singled them out for land 
remembrance of the Hereafter.” Qatadah said, “They used to 
remind the people about the Abode of the Hereafter and to 
strive for it.” 141 




4And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best!} 

means, they are among those who have been elected and 
chosen, and they are the best and the chosen ones. 


4 .w” jCi-Sr J. jfo ji£]t lij Zffj 


4And remember Ismd'il, Al-Yasa', and Dhul-Kifi, all are 
among the best.} 

We have already discussed their characteristics and stories in 
detail in Surat Al-Anbiya’, may peace be upon them, and there 
is no need to repeat it here. 


iThis is a Reminder} means, a reminder to those who will be 
reminded. As-Suddi said, “This means the Holy Qur’an.” 151 
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At-Tabari 21:215. 
At-Tabari 21 :218. 
At-Tabari 21 :218. 
At-Tabari 21 :217. 
At-Tabari 2 :220. 
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449. And verily, for those who have Taqwa is a good final 
return.} 

450. 'Adn Paradise, whose doors will be opened for them.} 

451. Therein they will recline; therein they will call for fruits 
in abundance and drinks;} 

452 . And beside them will be Qasirat-at-Tarf, (and) of equal 
ages.} 

453. This it is what you are promised for the Day of 
Reckoning!} 

454. (It will be said to them)! Verily, this is Our provision 
which will never finish.} 


The Filial Return of the Blessed 

Allah tells us that His blessed, believing servants will have a 
good final return in the Hereafter, which means their ultimate 
destination. Then He explains it further, as He says: 

4 ^£ &£} 


4‘Adn Gardens} meaning, eternal gardens (of Paradise), 



4wliose doors will be opened for them.} means, when they come to 
them (these gardens), their gates will open for them. 


4Therein they will recline;} It was said that this means that they 
will sit cross-legged on chairs beneath canopies. 

* 4therein they will call for fruits in abundance} 

means, whatever they ask for, they will find it, and it will be 
prepared just as they wanted it. 

4and drinks;} means, whatever kind of drink they want, the 
servants will bring it to them, 
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4 Wif/i cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine.} (56:18). 
4s»$' 'f-^ff} 

beside them will be Qasirat-at-Tarf (chaste females)} 

means, they restrain their glances from anyone except their 
husbands, and do not turn to anyone else. 

im 

i(and) of equal ages.} means, they will all be of the same age. 
This is the understanding of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Kah and 
As-SuddiJ 1 ' 

Li>J \&y L 

iThis it is what you are promised far the Day of Reckoning!} 

means, “this that We have mentioned of the features of Paradise 
is what He has prepared for His pious servants who will reach it 
after they have been resurrected from their graves and been 
saved from the Fire.’ Then Allah tells us that Paradise will never 
come to an end or disappear or cease to be. He says: 

iVerily, this is Our provision which will never finish.} This is like 
the Ayat. 

•jx* C} . 

iWhatever is with you, will be exhausted, and whatever is with 
Allah will remain} (16:96). 


4 ££ }&• j* 

4a gift without an end.} (11:108) 

$} 

ifar them is a reward that will never come to an end.} (84:25). 


m 


At-Tabari 21:223. 
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liSfc- tov ^ iits provision is eternal 

II and so is its slmde: this 


is the end of those who 
have Taqwa, and the 
end (final destination) of 
the disbelievers is 
Fire.}{ 13:35). 

And there are many 
similar Ayat. 

(+>■ 
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^55. 77iis is so/ And /or the TaghTn will be an evil final 
return 

456. Hell! Where they will enter it, and worst (indeed) is that 
place to rest!} 

457. This is so! Then let them taste it - Hamim and Ghassaq.} 

458. And other of similar kind - all together!} 

459. This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome 
for them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!} 

460. (The followers will say to those who misled) : "Nay, you 
(too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought this upon us, 
so evil is this place to stay in!”} 
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461. They will say: ‘‘Oar Lord! Whoever brought this upon 
us, add to him a double torment in the Fire!"} 

462. And they will say: "What is the matter with us tlwt we 
see not men whom we used to count among the bad ones ?"> 

463. "Did we take them as an object of mockery, or have (our) 
eyes failed to perceive them?"} 

464. Verily, that is the very truth - the mutual dispute of the 
people of tlte Fire!} 

The Final Return of the Doomed 

Having mentioned the final of the blessed, Allah follows that 
with mention of the final return of the doomed when they are 
resurrected and brought to account. Allah says: 

4This is so! And for the Taghln}, which refers to those who 
disobey Allah, may He be glorified, and oppose the Messengers 
of Allah, peace be upon them, 

4will be an evil final return.} means, the worst final return. Then 
Allah explains it by saying, 


4Hell! Where they will enter} means, they will enter it and it will 
overwhelm them on all sides. 


y ^ '^■/ / n x j ^ ^ 4 . a / \ 


iand worst (indeed) is that place to rest! This is so! Then let 
them taste it - Hamim and Ghassaq.} 

Hamim is something that has been heated to the ultimate 
degree, and Ghassaq is the opposite, something that is so 
intensely cold that it is unbearable. 

Allah says: 

4And other of similar kind (oppasite pairs) - all together!} means, 
and other things of this kind, a thing and its opposite, serving 
as punishments. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, concerning the Ayah: 
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iAnd other of similar kind - all together!} “Different kinds of 
punishments.”* 1 * Others said, such as intense cold and intense 
heat, and drinking Hamlm and eating the bitter tree of Az- 
Zaqqum, and being lifted up and thrown down, and other kinds 
of paired opposites, all of which are means of punishment. 


The Disputes of the People of Hell 

pri prt ^ 

iThis is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for 
them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!} 

Here Allah tells us what the people of Hell will say to one 
another. This is like the Ayah : 

4 fel iSS U cET. U> 


iEvery time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation 
(that went before)} (7:38), 


which means, instead of greeting one another, they will curse 
one another, accuse one another of being liars and reject one 
another. When a new group arrives, the keepers of Hell will 
say, 


(i-fr 'S \iu} 


iThis is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for 
them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!} 

meaning, because they are of the people of Hell. 

tm&j; t» 


4Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you!) means, those who are 
coming in will say, 




iNay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought 
this upon us,) 

meaning, *you called us to that which led us to this fate/ 


m 


A^-Tabari 21:230. 
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iso evil is this place to stay in!) means, evil is this abode and this 
destination. 


4 EjU& Ui£> U j* 


^ I*"*? 


iThey will say: “Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us, 
add to him a double torment in the Fire!"}. 


This is like the Ayah , 

•&* £ jii p £ ^ ^ kjil ^>1 ^ 


<77ie /<?sf o/ them will say to the first of them: "Our Lord! 
These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire." He 
will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you know 
not.") (7:38), 

which means that each of them will be punished as he 
deserves. 


%*•' * "i" .! • *>-'*''5* 






iAnd they will say: "What is the matter with us tlmt we see 
not men whom we used to count among the bad ones? Did we 
take them as an object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to 
perceive them?") 


Here Allah tells us that when they are in Hell, the disbelievers 
will notice that they do not see people who they thought were 
misguided, while they thought of themselves as believers. They 
will say, ‘why do we not see them with us in the Fire?’ Mujahid 
said, “This is what Abu Jahl will say; he will say, “what is the 
matter with me that I do not see Bilal and ‘Ammar and Suhayb 
and so-and-so...?’ 111 This is an example; all the disbelievers are 
like this, they think that the believers will go to Hell, so when the 
disbelievers enter Hell, they will wonder why they do not see 
them there, and they will say, 




m 


At-Tabari 21:232. 
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466. "The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.”} 

467. Say: “That is a great news,''} 

468. "From which you turn away!"} 

469. "I had no biowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when 
they were disputing and discussing."} 

470. "Only this has been revealed to me, that 1 am a plain 
wamer."} 


The Message of the Messenger ^ is a Great News 

Allah tells His Messenger to say to those who disbelieved in 
Allah, associated others in worship with Him and denied His 
Messenger: 1 am a wamer, I am not as you claim.’ 

L# & i $ U Cj} 

4and there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah, the 
One, the Irresistible,} 

means, He Alone has subjugated and controlled everything. 

4^f. vjlll' S>} 


4The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between 
them,} 


means, He is the Sovereign of all that and is in control of it. 




4the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.} means, He is Oft-Forgiving as 
well as being Almighty and All-Powerful. 

iSay: “That (this Qur'an) is a great news 

means, ‘something very important, which is that Allah has 
sent me to you. 

£ ft} 

iFrom which you turn away!} means, *you neglect it.* 

h i a & & 

41 had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when they were 
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tiL*J *<^“1? Jp- J li 

W %sm a 


^JBiiP disputing 

discussing.$ 
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and 


meaning, Svere it not 
for the divine 
revelation, how could 
I have known about 
the dispute of the 
chiefs on high (the 
angels)?’ This refers to 
their dispute 
concerning Adam, 
peace be upon him, 
and how Iblls refused 
to prostrate to him 
and argued with his 
Lord because He 
preferred him (Adam) 
over him. This is what 
Allah says: 
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473. (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels: “Truly, I 
am going to create man from clay."} 

i72. “So, when I have fashioned him and breathed into him 
(his) soul created by Me, then you fall down prostrate to 
him.”} 
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473. So, the angels prostrated themselves, all of them, 4 

474. Except Iblis, he was proud and was one of the 
disbelievers .4 

475. (Allah) said: “O Iblis! What prevents you from 
prostrating yourself to one whom I have created with Both My 
Hands. Are you too proud or are you one of the high 
exalted?"} 

476. [Iblis] said: "I am better than he. You created me from 
fire, and You created him from clay ."4 

477. (Allah) said: "Then get out from here; for verily, you are 
outcast."} 

478. "And verily, My curse is on you till the Day of 
Recompense."} 

479. [Iblis] said: "My Lord! Give me then respite till the Day 
the (dead) are resurrected."} 

480. (Allah) said : "Verily, you are of those allowed respite,"} 

481. "Till the Day of the time appointed."} 

482. [Iblis] said: "By Your might, then I will surely mislead 
them all,"} 

483. "Except Your true servants amongst them."} 

484. (Allah) said: “The truth is - the truth I say - "} 

485. "That I will fill Hell with you and those of them 
(mankind) that follow you, together."} 

The Story of Adam and Iblis 

Allah mentions this story in Surat Al-Baqarah, at the 
beginning of Surat Al-A‘raf, in Surat Al-Hijr, Al-lsra’, Al-Kahf 
and here. Before creating Adam, peace be upon him, Allah told 
the angels that He was going to create a human being from 
sounding clay of altered smooth black mud. He told them that 
when He finished creating and forming him, they were to 
prostrate to him as a sign of honor and respect, and out of 
obedience to the command of Allah, may He be exalted. All of 
the angels obeyed this command except for Iblis, who was not 
one of them. He was one of the Jinn, and his nature betrayed 
him at his time of greatest need. He refused to prostrate to 
Adam, and he disputed with his Lord about him, claiming that 
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he was better than Adam, because he was created from fire 
while Adam was created from clay, and fire was better than 
clay, or so he said. He made a mistake by doing this, and he 
went against the command of Allah, thus committing the sin 
of disbelief. So Allah exiled him, humiliated him, and cast him 
out of His mercy and His sacred Presence, and called him 
“Iblis” symbolizing that he had Ablasa min Ar-Rahmah 
(despaired of mercy) - that there was no hope for him of 
mercy. He cast him down from the heavens, disgraced and 
rejected, to the earth. Iblis asked Allah to give him a reprieve 
until the Day of Resurrection, so the Forbearing One, Who 
does not hasten to punish those who disobey Him, gave him a 
reprieve. When he knew that he was safe from destruction 
until the Day of Resurrection, he rebelled and transgressed. 




4[Iblis] said: "By Your might, then I will surely mislead them 
all, except Your true servants amongst them."4 

This is like the Ayat 


% 






tiif lie J&3} 


4[Iblis] said: "See this one whom You have honored above me, 
if You give me respite until the Day of Resurrection, I will 
surely seize and mislead his offspring all but a few!"} (17:62). 

These few are the ones who are excepted in another Ayah, 
which is: 




4Verily, My servants - you have no authority over them. And 
All-Sufficient is your Lord as a Guardian.} (17:65) 


4 A5 -. cAd ^ 


4(Allah) said: "The truth is - and the truth I say that I will fill 
Hell with you and those of them (mankind) that follow you, 
together."} 

Some of them, including Mujahid, read this as meaning, “I am 
the Truth and the truth I say.” According to another report 
narrated from Mujahid, it means, “The truth is from Me and I 
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speak the truth.”* 1 ' Others, such as As-Suddi, interpreted it as 
being an oath sworn by Allah. 121 This Ayah is like the Ay at. 

4'iOAiV <j?i Jjift j»- 


ibut the Word from Me took effect, that I will fill Hell with 
Jinn and mankind together.} (32:13), and 


oji iiUj 


i(Alldh) said: "Co, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, 
Hell loill be the recompense of you (all) - an ample 
recompense.} (17:63). 


ft? jfi V) J* ‘V'.ijji&lf Ji 0 ty j, tffc. C ji} 




' 9 * 


$86. Say: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of 
the Mutakallifin."} 

487. "It is only a Reminder for all the creatures."} 

488. "And you shall certainly know the truth of it after a 
while."} 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators: I do not 
ask you to give me any reward from the goods of this world in 
return for the Message which I convey to you and the sincere 
advice I offer.’ 

4-^3 J. ‘0 Zj} 


4nor am I one of the Mutakallifin.} means, ‘and I do not add 
anything to that which Allah has told me. Whatever I am 
commanded to do, I do it, and I do not add anything or take 
anything away. By doing this I am seeking the Face of Allah 
and the Hereafter.’ 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri, narrated from Al-A‘mash and Mansur 
from Abu Ad-Duha that Masruq said, “We went to ‘Abdullah 
bin Mas*ud, may Allah be pleased with him. He said, ‘O 
people! Whoever knows a thing should say it, and whoever 
does not know should say, ‘Allah knows best.’ ”* 3 * It is part of 

111 At-Tabari 21:242. 

121 At-Tabari 21 :242. 

131 Al-Qutubi 15:230. 
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knowledge, when one does not know, to say “Allah knows 
best.” For Allah said to your Prophet 

j. '& Zj 3d t Jb> 

^Srti/: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the 
Mutakallijln."} 

This was reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.^' 

’J=>i '/'i j t } 


ilt is only a Reminder for all the creatures.} 


means, the Qur’an is a reminder for all those who are held 
accountable, men and Jinn. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him. This Ayah is like the Ayat. 




ithat I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach} 
(6:19), and 



»>&» 




J&i 


}but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their 
promised meeting place} (11:17). 


}And you shall certainly bmo the truth of it} means, “you will see 
confirmation that what he says is true.’ 

iafter a while.} means, soon. Qatadah said, “After death. 
‘Ikrimah said, “It means, on the Day of Resurrection.” There is 
no contradiction between the two views, because whoever dies 
comes under the rulings of the Day of Resurrection. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Sad. All praise and 
gratitude is due to Allah, and Allah may He be glorified and 
exalted, knows best. 
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Fath Al-Bari 8:409, Muslim 2 :2155. 
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The Tafslr of Surat Az-Zumar 
(Chapter - 39) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of Surat Az-Zumar 


An-Nasal recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said, “The Messenger of Allah used to fast until we 
would say, ‘He does not want to break fast,’ and he would not 
fast until we would say, “He does not want to fast.’ And he jfe 
used to recite Bani Isra’il [Al-Isra’l and Az-Zumar every 
night.”"' 


- 3 @' 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

pxz c K*J> os & & k v> 

K Si' (k t* 4 Si* 5) J/lj "5j 
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41 ■ The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the 
All-Wise.} 

42. Verily, We have sent down the Book to you in truth. So, 
worship Allah by doing religious deeds sincerely for Him only.} 

^3. Surely, the religion is for Allah only. And tlwse wlw take 
protectors besides Him (say): "We worship them only that they 
may bring us near to Allah." Verily, Allah will judge between 
than concerning that wherein they differ. Truly f Allah guides 
not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.} 

44. Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen 


m 


Ahmad no. 25664, An-Nasal in Al-Kubn S 6:444. 
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iSurely, the religion is for Allah only > meaning, He will not 
accept any deed unless it is done purely and sincerely for Him 
Alone, with no partner or associate. Then Allah tells us that the 
idolators say: 

4 & & ji v< ^ 


4We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.} 

meaning what motivates them to worship them is the fact that 
they made their idols in the image of the angels - or so they 
claim - and when they worship those images it is like 
worshipping the angels, so that they will intercede with Allah 
for them to help and give them provision and other worldly 
needs. As far as the resurrection is concerned, they denied it 
and did not believe in it. Qatadah, As-Suddi and Malik said, 
narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd: 

4&J> X \ 1 X4 


ionly that they may bring us near to Allah.} 


means, “So that they may intercede for us and bring us closer 
to Him.”* 1 ’ During Jahiliyyah, they used to recite the following 
for their Talbiyah when they performed Hajj ; “At Your service, 
You have no partner except the partner You have; he and all 
that he owns belong to You.” This pretentious argument which 
the idolators of all times, ancient and modern, used as 
evidence is what the Messengers, may the blessings and peace 
of Allah be upon them all, came to refute and forbid, and to 
call people to worship Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate. This is something that the idolators themselves 
invented; Allah did not give them permission for it, nor does 
He approve of it; indeed, He hates it and forbids it. 


4%£&\ at y^j X 4 dii; ^} 


}And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger 
(proclaiming): “Worship Allah, and avoid Taghiit."} (16:36) 


i{&Su3& '0 VJ 2\ V % 4\ &J> X 




i^And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 


M 


At-Tabari 21:251,252. 
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revealed to him (saying): "None has the right to be worshipped 
but I (Allah), so worship Me."} (21:25) 

And Allah tells us that the angels in the heavens, those who 
are close to Him and others, are all servants who submit 
humbly to Allah. They do not intercede with Him except by His 
leave for the one with whom He is pleased. They are not like 
the princes and ministers of their (the idolaters’) kings who 
intercede with them without their permission for both those 
whom the kings like and those whom they hate. 

ik "%} 

iSo put not forward similitudes for Allah} (16:74). Exalted be Allah 
far above that. 


& H} 

iVerily, Allah will judge between them} means, on the Day of 
Resurrection, 

4-i (i* ^ 4 ^ 


iconcerning that wherein they differ.} 

means, He will judge between His creation on the Day of 
Resurrection and will reward or punish each person according 
to his deeds. 


'A 


|»v—: fjHj; 
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4And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all 
together, then He will say to the angels: "Was it you that these 
people used to worship?" They (the angels) will say: "Glorified 
be You! You are our Wall (Lord) instead of them. Nay, but 
they used to worship the Jinn; most of them were believers in 
them."} (34:40-41) 




4 Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.} 

means, He will not show true guidance to one who deliberately 
tells lies about Allah and whose heart rejects the signs and 
proof of Allah. Then Allah states that He does not have any 
offspring, as the ignorant idolaters claim the angels to be, and 
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4Had Allah willed to 
take a son (or offspring), 
He could have chosen 
whom He willed out of 
those whom He 


rfs ^ as the stubborn Jews 

•Ti"; and Christians claim 

VzByr and 1sa to be 
Allah, may He be 
><^ c <' *A\> . blessed and exalted, 

says . 

Cp cjj i_»^r 0 1 & $ j5> 
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{Had Allah willed to 
take a son (° r offspring), 

fT^^C^r^'zTr He cou,d have chosen 

\J-a\}\ j 0 whom He willed out of 

. whmn He 

meaning, the matter 
><",s-r'.'is i' # <*?■* nf would not have been 

I'fv^ X^' “ th 'y cWm. This is 

a conditional sentence 
/<> . „^ - which does not imply 

that this happened or 

that 11 is P ermitted ! 
. f f > - indeed, it is 

(^p impossible. The aim is 

- I l only to point out the 

ignorance of their claims. It is like the Ayat. 

' ’ . £-s » oj, tjJ Oi (fi -ui Ji 

4Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have 
taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that).$ (21:17) 

Jj-dK Jj' t& j£ & oj 

4Say: “If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of 
worshippers .*> (43:81) 111 

All of these Ayat are conditional, and it is permissible to form 
a conditional sentence referring to something that is 


It is necessary to see the explanation of this Ayah to understand its 
meaning. 
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impossible if it serves the purposes of the speaker. 

iif 


g/o;y be to Him! He is Allah , f/ie One, //ie Irresistible 


means, exalted and sanctified be He above the idea that He 
could have any offspring, for He is the One, the Only, the 
Unique, the Self-Sufficient Master to Whom everything is 
enslaved and is in need of. He is the One Who is independent 
of all else, Who has subjugated all things and they submit 
humbly to Him. Blessed and exalted be He far above what the 
wrongdoers and deniers say. 


‘Sfz gfi & jj pi >:Vfj <£.} 
>p' 'A $ sA J*. j^isi jLfc; 

VI V (iiiJ' «»J ■y il lb j jju ^ liii p^Vy-' 

& 


15. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth. He 
makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go in the 
night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each 
running for an appointed term. Verily, He is the Almighty, the 
Oft-Forgiving.$ 

16. He created you (all) from a single person; then made from 
him his wife. And He has sent down for you of An’dm eight 
pairs. He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation 
after creation in three veils of darkttess. Such is Allah your 
Lord. His is the kingdom. Ld ildha ilia Huwa. Hoio then are 
you turned away?} 


Evidence of the Power and Oneness of Allah 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator of what is in the heavens 
and on earth, and what is between them. He is the Sovereign 
and Controller alternating the night and day. 

JJ' Jpi} 

4He makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go 
in the night.} 
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means, He has subjugated them and He causes them to 
alternate without ceasing, each seeking the other rapidly, as 
He says: 


Jjf ji2} 


4He brings the night vs a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly} (7:54). 

This is the meaning of that which was narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Qatadah, As- 
Suddi and others. 111 


fa. y Jllll' J^6} 


4And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each running 
for an appointed tern.} 

means, for a period of time that is known to Allah, then it will 
come to an end on the Day of Resurrection. 


iVerily, He is the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.} 

means, beside His might, greatness and pride, He is Oft- 
Forgiving to those who disobey Him but then turn to Him in 
repentance. 


^5* ce S&} 


4He created you (all) from a single person;}, 

means, He created you, with all your varied races, types, 
languages and colors, from a single soul, who was Adam, 
peace be upon him. 

£ 'S** pi 


4then made from him his wife.} who was Hawwa’, peace be upon 
her. This is like the Ayah: 


u£* Ji 'j * 31 


'll 



40 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from 
a single person, and from him He created his wife, and from 


111 Al-Qurtubi 15:235. 
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them both He created many men and women} (4:1). 

<&$ & ^ Sy\j} 

iAnd He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs.} 

means, He has created for you from among the cattles, 111 eight 
pairs. These are the ones that are mentioned in Surat Al- 
An'am, eight kinds - a pair of sheep, a pair of goats, a pair of 
camels and a pair of oxen. 

ifc&eAtfiSZ} 

$He creates you in the wombs of your mothers 
means, He forms you in your mothers* wombs. 

4 creation after creation Everyone of you is originally a Nutfah , 
then he becomes an \Alaqah , then he becomes a Mudghahf 2 ^ 
then he is created and becomes flesh and bones and nerves 
and veins, and the Ruh (soul) is breathed into him, and he 
becomes another type of creation. 

jr $&} 

4So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators} (23:14). 

4in three veils of darkness} means, in the darkness of the womb, 
the darkness of the placenta which blankets and protects the 
child, and the darkness of the belly. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Abu 
Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn ZaydJ 31 

4‘fiS 'ii 

iSuch is Allah your Lord.} means, the One Who created the 

*** Although the word An‘am is usually translated as cattle the 
meaning is broader and includes all kinds of similar grazing 
livestock such as sheep, goats and camels. See volume three, the 
Tafsir of Surat Al-An*am [6:142]. 

[21 

For an understanding of these terms, see volume seven, the Tafsir 
of Surat Al-Mu’ininun [23:12-14). 

131 At-Jabari 21:258, 259. Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :236. 
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n 

heavens and the earth and everything in between, and created 
you and your forefathers, is the Lord. To Him belong 
sovereignty and control over all of that. 

A 

4 La ilaha ills Huwa.) means, no one else should be worshipped 
except Him alone with no partner or associate. 


4How then are you turned away?) means, how can you worship 
anything besides Him? What has happened to your minds? 


4 % P1% 1 #2s 4 30 & £ pi & & d* \S& 

(4 u *£• *4 f d\ 4 *&■> '*■* 4 4 

4,[ yji 44 p Ji -V^r- J -£I f* 4 4jt 


47. If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you; 
He likes not disbelief for His servants. And if you are grateful, 
He is pleased therewith for you. No bearer of burdens shall bear 
the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return, and 
He will inform you what you used to do. Verily, He is the All- 
Knower of that which is in breasts.) 

48. And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord, 
turning to Him in repentance. But when He bestows a favor 
upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried for 
before, and he sets up rivals to Allah, in order to mislead others 
from His path. Say: “Take pleasure in your disbelief for a 
while, surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!"} 


Allah hates Disbelief and is pleased with Gratitude 

Allah tells us that He is Independent and has no need of 
anything in creation. This is like the Ayah in which Musa, 
peace be upon him, says: 

4t- ^4 ^*4 4 


4'‘If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, 
Allah is Rich, Owner of all praise.") (14:8). 
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In Sahth Muslim, it says: 

p ^TJ r^b jt jl ij* 

^ im >i- u ^ 


«"0 My servants, if the first and the last of you, men and Jinn 
alike, were all to be as evil as the most evil man among you, 
that would not diminish from My sovereignty in the least ."n 11 * 

ifn fi U & %} 


4 We likes not disbelief far His servants.} means, He does not like it 
and He does not enjoin it. 

ip )$& &} 

iAnd if you are grateful, He is pleased therewith far you.} 

means: He likes this for you and He will increase His favor 
upon you. 

4>x 4 iy yj'j SJ ^j} 


iHo bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another.} 

means, no person can bear anything for another; each person 
will be asked about his own affairs. 


i, yx2J' yU i-Jc oj£u y£ Uj :j* jij jj y} 


iTheti to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you 
what you used to do. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that 
which is in breasts.} 


means, nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. 


It is an aspect of Man’s Disbelief that He remembers 
Allah at times of difficulty then associates others with 
Him after He has been relieved of His Distress 

4 ^ 14 *^ %» S~“ tyj} 

iAnd when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord, 
turning to Him in repentance.} 

means, at times of need, he prays to Allah and seeks His help 

m 


Muslim 4:1994. 
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alone, not associating anything with Him. This is like the 
Ayah: * 


$ 4 £* c5 .'4 '4 * Ji j ^ 


4And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call 
upon vanish from you except Him. But when He brings you 
safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful.} 
(17:67). 


Allah says: 

4j-* Ji *4 !>* o& t* 




4B«f m/jen He bestows a favor upon him from Himself, he 
forgets that for which he cried for before,} 


means, at the time of ease, he forgets that supplication and 
prayer. This is like the Ayah: 




<*- >-•' y 

j-* As* * 


Ui C\ i jj ijett ji uuj 


4And when ham touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his 
side, or sitting or standing. But when We have removed his 
harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for 
a ham that touched hint!} (10:12). 


o* J-4, IjIjJ & J '•*?)} 


S 

1 


iand he sets up rivals to Allah, in order to mislead others from 
His path.} 

means, at times of ease, he associates others in worship with 
Allah and sets up rivals to Him. 

<5-^ 3* 3et £15 

iSay: “Take pleasure in your disbelief for a while, surely, you 
are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!"} 

means, say to those whose way this is, ‘enjoy your disbelief for 
a while!’ This is a stem threat and solemn warning, as in the 
Ayat 


iM 4 $} 


I _ Tafstr Ibn Katinr 

iSay: "Enjoy! But certainly, your destination is the Fire!"} 
(14:30). 




iWe let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall 
oblige them to (enter) a great torment.} (31:24) 


£ 3 & 25 ££ tfeSR* Qjj lijC $ & ji 

4$v4Vf cst s gg sit 


<9. /s one w/io is obedient to Allah, Ana'a Al-Layl prostrating 
and standing fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of 
his Lord? Say: "Are those who know equal to those who know 
not?" It is only men of understanding who will remember. £ 


The Obedient and the Sinner are not equal 

Allah says, “is the one who is like this equal to one who 
associates others in worship with Allah and sets up rivals to 
Him?’ They are not equal before Allah, as He says: 

jUj 5&l« <i' <$&)• ilJi iil I S* •4|>- 


all of them are alike; a party of the People of the Scripture 
stand for the right, they recite the Aydt of Allah Ana'a Al-Layl, 
prostrating themselves (in prayer).} (3:113). 

And Allah says here: 


itijj IjX $ &K. 


y> 




ils one who is obedient to Allah, Ana’a Al-Layl prostrating and 
standing} 

meaning, one who is humble and fears Allah when he 
prostrates and stands (in prayer). It was reported that Ibn 
Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The obedient 
one is one who obeys Allah and His Messenger jg.”* 11 Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi 
and Ibn Zayd said, Ana’a Al-Layl means in the depths of the 
night. 121 


111 Al-Qurtubi 15:239. 
121 Al-Qurtubi 15:239. 
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"*Js& 


if earing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord.} 

means, in his worship he feels both fear and hope. Both are 
essential in worship, and fear should be stronger during one’s 
lifetime. Allah says: 




ifearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord.} 

At the time of death, hope is uppermost, as Imam ‘Abd bin 
Humayd recorded in his Musnad from Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, who said, “The Messenger of Allah sg 
entered upon a man who was dying, and said to him, 

dials'* 


«How do you feel?* He said, 1 am both afraid and hopeful.’ The 
Messenger of Allah said: 


(jijl ye- ibl olkpi l-U> j4 J* 


jIp ._ Si 

*A3l J*j ^JJI .of J l 


*Tlxese do not co-exist in a person's heart at titnes such as this, 
but Allah will give him what he hopes for and protect him from 
that which he fears y^ 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasal in Al-Yawm wal- 
Laylah, and Ibn Majah from the Hadlth of Yasar bin Hatim 
from Ja’far bin Sulayman. At-Tirmidhi said, “ Gharib .” 121 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Tamlm Ad-Dari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 


•ifcl oyj aJ ild if a5Uj fy 


^Whoever recites one hundred Ayat in one night, it will be 
recorded as if he prayed all night.* 

This was also recorded by An-Nasal in Al-Yawm wal- 
LaylahP* 


I 1 * ‘Abd bin Humayd; 404. 

,2) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:57, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:262 , Ibn Mfijah 
2:i423. 

131 Ahmad 4:103. 
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The Command for Taqwa, Emigration and to worship 
Him alone with all Sincerity 


Allah commands His believing servants to remain steadfast in 
their obedience and have Taqwa. of Him. 



lijJ' 3, 


ijiS! JS^ 


}Say: "O My servants who believe, have Taqwa of your Lord. 
Good is for those who do good in this world..."} 

means, the one who does good deeds in this world, will have a 
good (reward) in this world and in the Hereafter. 

04j} 


iand Allah's earth is spacious!} Mujahid said, “So emigrate 
through it and strive hard and keep away from idols.” 111 

OjjOO jjJ 0\} 

iOnly those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, 
without reckoning.} 

Al-‘Awza‘i said, “Their reward will not be weighed or measured; 
they will be given an immense reward.” As-Suddi said: 

4y^5“ Jj> 'Of} 

iOnly those wlw are patient shall receive their reward in full, 
witfwut reckoning.} 

means, “In Paradise.”* 21 

4 OffOO ^ 000 iif xil 0 ciA A} 

iSay: “Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah, making 
religion sincerely for Him..."} 

means, ‘I am commanded to worship Allah alone in all 
sincerity, with no partner or associate.’ 

%\ $f & IJj} 

iAnd I am commanded (tins) in order that I may be the first of 
the Muslims.} 


111 At-Tabari 21:269. 
121 At-Tabari 21:270. 
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413. Say: “Verily, if I disobey my Lord, 1 am afraid of the 
torment of a great Day. "4 

414. Say: "Allah Alone 1 worship by doing religious deeds 
sincerely for His sake only."4 

415. "So, worship what you like besides Him.” Say: "The 
losers are those who will lose themselves and their families on 
the Day of Resurrection. Verily, that will be a manifest loss!"} 

416. They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and 
covering (of Fire) beneath them. With this Allah frightens His 
servants: “O My servants, therefore have Taqwa of Me!”} 


Creating Fear of the Punishment of Allah 

Allah ‘says, say O Muhammad, even though you are the 
Messenger of Allah:’ 

4 ^ & j; ja -&} 


4Verily, if I disobey my Lord, l am afraid of the torment of a 
great Day.} 


meaning the Day of Resurrection. This is a conditional 
sentence, and if what is referred to here applies to the Prophet 
jg, it applies even more so to others, 


lit L 




4Say: “Allah Alone I worship by doing religious deeds 
sincerely for His sake only. So, worship what you like besides 
Him."} 


This is also a threat, and a disowning of them. 


^Say: "Tfte losers... means, the greatest losers of all, 
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iare those who will lose themselves and their families on the 
Day of Resurrection.} 

means, they will be separated and will never meet again, 
whether their families have gone to Paradise and they have 
gone to Hell, or all of them have gone to Hell, they will never 
meet or feel happiness again. 

Acj£\ o£2U M *5^ 


iVerily, that will be a manifest loss!} 


means, this is the clearest and most obvious loss. Then He 
describes their state in the Fire: 


fa* csj £ fi} 


iThey shall have coverings of Fire, above them and covering (of 
Fire) beneath them.} 


This is like the Ayat 

'S'jf i&j&j 'f+f & fi>} 


iTheirs will be a bed of Hell (Fire), and over them coverings (of 
Hell-fire). Tims do We recompense the wrongdoers} (7:41) 


1 A"- /As *<5 a, A * i>,1 a ssi: »/"' 

X ^ U '_yjj Jyjj ot p < pir 


iOn the Day when the torment (Hell-fire) shall cover than 
from above than and from underneath their feet, and it will be 
said: “Taste what you used to do.”$ (29:55) 


iWith this Allah frightens His servants means, Allah tells us 
about this, which will undoubtedly come to pass, to frighten 
His servants, so that they will keep away from unlawful things 
and from sin. 



iO My servants, therefore have Taqwd of Me/^ . means, Tear My 
wrath, My anger, My punishment and My vengeance.' 


sM p- $ A 5S6 J ^ uk>} 
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417. Tlwse who avoid At-Taghut by not worshipping them and 
turn to AUdh, far them are glad tidings ; so announce the good 
news to My servants.} 

418. Those who listen to the Word and fallow the best thereof 
those are (the ones) whom Allah has*guided and those are men 
of understanding.} 


Good News for the Righteous 

‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, narrating from his 
father: 

4&j!& J '} 


4Those who avoid At-Taghiit by not worshipping them} 

was revealed concerning Zayd bin ‘Amr bin Nufayl and Abu 
Dharr and Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with 
them. 111 The correct view is that it includes them and all 
others who avoided worshipping idols and turned to the 
worship of Ar-Rahman. These are the people for whom there is 
good news in this world and in the Hereafter. Then Allah says: 




iso announce the good neivs to My servants - those who listen 
to the Word and follow the best thereof} 

meaning, those who understand it and act in accordance with 
it. This is like the Words of Allah, may He be exalted, to Musa, 
peace be upon him, when He gave him the Tawrah: 

4 'jJut dUy Yyb IaJuJ } 

4Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to take 
the better therein} (7:145). 

ithose are whom Allah has guided} means, those who are 
described in this manner are the ones whom Allah has guided 
in this world and the Hereafter. 


|i| 


At-Tabari 21:274. 
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iand those are men of understanding .} means, they possess sound 
reasoning and an upright nature. 


oji j oil? yCuft illf ^ ji- 

'it 'j $ Zj y*i\ (£0.^ oj 


419. Is, then one against whom the Word of punishment is 
justified (equal to the one who avoids evil)? Will you resale him 
who is in the Fire?} 

420. But those who have Taqivd of their Lord, for them are 
built lofty rooms, one above another under which rivers flow. 
(This is) the promise of Allah, and Allah does not fail in (His) 
promise.} 

Allah says, ‘if He has decreed that someone is to be doomed, 
can you save him from his misguidance and doom?’ Which 
means, no one can guide him apart from Allah, because 
whomever Allah leaves astray cannot be guided, and whomever 
He guides cannot be led astray. Then Allah tells us that His 
blessed servants will have lofty rooms in Paradise. 

45 J j>} 


iare built lofty rooms, one above another}, story upon story, 
solidly-constructed, adorned and high. ‘Abdullah bin Al-Imam 
Ahmad recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
“The Messenger of Allah 55 said: 


lirf 1 Ji d>'). Jt C>1» 


“In Paradise there are rooms whose inside can be seen from the 
outside, and the outside can be seen from the inside .» 

A bedouin asked, Who are they for, O Messenger of Allah?’ 
He jg said, 

*^uj j jiuij j <_>d?t jfri 1 

*For those who speak kindly, feed the hungry and stand in 
prayer at night whilst the people are sleeping.o’* 1 * 

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “ Hasan 
Ghartb’ ’. |21 Imam Ahmad recorded from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may 


111 Ahmad 1:155. 

^ Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:231. 





Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah jfe said: 


<uUUJi jii j csy :ji b'jivJ us j j 


«77ie people of Paradise will look towards each other in raised 
places of Paradise as you look towards the stars on the horizons 
of the sky.a 

He said, “I told An-Nu'man bin Abi ‘Ayyash about that, and he 
said, 1 heard Abu Said Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with 
him, narrate it: 


j) J&* 1 J b’jt\'f US» 


iAs you see the stars on the horizon of the east or the 
westy ”* 1 * It was also recorded in the Two SahihsJ 2 * 

Imam Ahmad said, “Fazarah narrated to us; Fulayh narrated 
to us; from Hilal bin ‘Ali, from ‘Ata’ bin Yasar, from Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger 
of Allah said: 


(ijjji cs’Ji i by\f us 

9 , 


jit j byrjg jii Sj» 


iThe people of Paradise will look towards each other in the 
raised places of Paradise as you look at the high, bright stars 
which remain on the horizon. Such will be the difference in 
superiority which some of them have over others .» 


They said, “O Messenger of Allah, are those the abodes of 
the Prophets?” He gg said: 


iijliT liiJij <.jy 


tNo, by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, they are the 
abodes of people who believed in Allah and in the 
Messengers. »’ 3 ' 

It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan 
Sahih.” 141 


111 Ahmad 5:340. 

[2) Fath Al-Bari 11:424, Muslim 4:2177. 
131 Ahmad 2:339. 

141 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:272. 
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r\\ 


Vi 

4tt» Qr^o-' 3 ' 

c^ji\^ll Xid[ 

& 44 &J &2 1 $ *l£^Sl 3 ' 4 }i£ 

iXo-, 

4fltvS^v» 

v> i /■ ✓ ^ ^ / V^*y A/^ i >* 


4 j^iVI 1*2 « CS^> 

iunder which rivers 
flow.} means, the 
rivers flow wherever 
the people want them 
to flow. 

i$ *>>} 

4(Thi$ is) the promise of 
Allah,} means, ‘all 
that We have 
mentioned here is 
what Allah has 
promised to His 
believing servants.’ 

4>\^J\ Jdii * & <£i} 

iand Allah does not fail 
in (His) promise.} 

j* Jjil iii J 'jj 

2 ofjVi yz gn & 
? /# ^ & * &£ 


^ (if* t>*^ Jiji ^Pl'i cj U d « » - 

4 JbJji ^ J> oi rfjs ilJft & UJ * p & '& ££ 


, tyS? •> V- s; > ' 


i 

iTTj 


423. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, 
and causes it to penetrate the earth, as water springs, and 
aftenoard thereby produces crops of different colors, and 
afterward they wither and you see them turn yellow; then He 
makes them dry and broken pieces. Verily, in this is a reminder 
for men of understanding.} 

422. Is he wlwse breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is 
in light from his Lord? So, woe to those whose hearts are 
hardened against remembrance of Allah! They are in plain 
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error!} 


The Parable of the Life of this World 

Allah tells us that water originates in the sky. This is like the 
Ayah: 


iand We send down pure water from the sky} (25:48). 


So, Allah sends down water from the sky, and it settles in the 
earth, then He causes it to flow wherever He wills, and He 
causes springs, great and small, to flow as needed. Allah says: 



iand causes it to penetrate the earth, as water springs,} 

Said bin Jubayr and ‘Amir Ash-Shahi said that all the water 
on earth has its origins in the sky. 11 ’ Said bin Jubayr said, 
its origins lie in the snow, meaning that snow piles up in the 
mountains, then settles at the bottom (of the mountains) and 
springs flow from the bottom of them. 



iand afterward thereby produces crops of different colors} 

means, then from the water which comes down from the sky 
or flows from springs in the earth, He brings forth crops of 
different colors, i.e., different kinds of forms, tastes, scents, 
benefits, etc. 



iand afterward they wither} means, after they have been ripe and 
fresh, they become old and you see them turn yellow when they 
have dried out. 


f&k f>} 


ithen He makes them dry and broken pieces.} 
means, then they become brittle. 

4-4'Vi jji isji j l[} 


* 1 * Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:219. 
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4 Verily, in this is a reminder for men of understanding > 

means, those who are reminded by this and who learn the 
lesson from it, that this world is like this - it is green and 
fresh and beautiful, then it will become old and ugly. The 
young man will become a weak, senile old man, and after all 
of that comes death. The blessed one is the one whose state 
after death will be good. Allah often likens the life of this world 
to the way He sends down water from the sky and crops and 
fruits grow thereby, then they become dry and brittle. This is 
like the Ayah: 


p <0 jjq m .ir air gis $ fr ^r# 
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4And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: 
it is like the water (rain) which We send down front the sky, 
and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes 
fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, 
which the winds scatter. And Allah is able to do everything 4 
(18:45) 


The People of Truth and the People of Misguidance are 
not Equal 


Pj iif gu 


41s he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in 
light from his Lord?) 


means, is this person equal to the one who is hard-hearted 
and far from the truth? This is like the Ayah: 


4*~*i^ r r ^ ^ ijy f l.Lo-j 


" > Mr ./ 


liJL* 


4ls he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a 
light (i.e. Belief) whereby he can walk amongst men - like him 
wlw is in the darkness (i.e., disbelief) from which he can never 
come out?$ (6:122) 

Allah says: 


45 ® jy> (vJrjSi 4~il) 
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4So, woe to those whose hearts are hardened against 
remembrance of Allah!} 

meaning, they do not become soft when Allah is mentioned, 
and they do not feel humility or fear, and they do not 
understand. 

4 


4They are in plain error!}. 

} cS dp ppl & *4 SZi Z 

4j)i J t i a) tfil'j aI)' pAjtjluf ijti 


423. Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts 
resembling each other, (and) oft-repeated. The skins of those 
who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their 
heart soften to the remembrance of Allah. That is the guidance 
of Allah. He guides therewith whom He wills; and whomever 
Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.} 


The Description of the Qur'an 

Here Allah praises His Book, the Noble Qur’an, which was 
revealed to His noble Messenger jg. Allah says, 

4jp ppd *41 £3 jjJ *&} 

4Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts 
resembling each other (and) oft-repeated.} 

Mujahid said, “This means that the entire Qur’an’s parts 
resemble each other and are oft-repeated.”* 1 * Qatadah said, 
“One Ayah resembles another and one letter resembles 
another.”* 2 * Ad-Dahhak said, “It is oft-repeated so that people 
will understand what their Lord tells them.” ‘Ikrimah and Al- 
Hasan said, “There may be an Ayah in one Surah, and 
another Ayah in another Surah that resembles it.” Said bin 
Jubayr narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him: “Oft-repeated means that parts of the Qur’an resemble 

111 At-Tabari 21:279. 

* 2 * At-Tabari 21:279. 
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one another and repeat one another.”* 1 ' Some of the scholars 
said that it was narrated from Sufyan bin TJyaynah that 

iup* 

iits parts resembling each other (and) oft-repeated 

means that some passages of the Qur’an may sometimes refer 
to one thing, so they resemble one another, and sometimes 
they mention a thing and its opposite. Such as when the 
believers then the disbelievers are mentioned, or when 
Paradise then Hell are described, and so on, and this is the 
meaning of oft-repeated. Examples include the Ay at. 

iVerily, the most righteous will be in delight; and verily, the 
most wicked will be in the blazing Fire (Hell).} (82:13-14) 

iNay! Truly, the Record of the most wicked is (preserved) in 
Sijjrn ^* 2 ' until 

4 $^ J k 

iNay! Verily, the Record of the most righteous is (preserved) in 
'Illiyym} [3] (83: 7-18) 

iThis is a Reminder. And verily, for those who have Taqwa is 
a good final return (Paradise)} until; 

4 _/3 

iThis is so! And for those who transgress, there will be an evil 
final return (Fire).} (38:49-55). 

And there are other similar passages. All of this has to do with 
it being oft-repeated, i.e., when two meanings are referred to. 
But when a passage is about one thing, with some parts of it 
resembling others, this is “its parts resembling each other.” 

111 At-Tabari 21:279. 

* 2 ' See the following note. 

* 3 * See the explanation of Surat Al-Mutajfifin [83:7-18]. 




This is not the same as the Mutashabihdt mentioned in the 
Ayah : 

X C .-I «■“* ■* fC mW wi»W y 

it are Ayat that are entirely clear, they are the foundations 
of the Book; and others not entirely clear} ( 3 : 7 ). 

that refers to something else altogether. 

4*** Si d\ p&J&J f’ijf- tif f J iff tifi iff ir« yf^} 

}The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then 
their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allah.} 

means, this is the description of the righteous, when they hear 
the Words of the Compeller, the Protector, the Almighty, the 
Oft-Forgiving, because they understand the promises and 
warnings contained therein. The frightening words and threats 
make their skin shiver from fear. 

4$ fid 

iThen their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of 
Allah.} 

because of their hope for His mercy and kindness. They are 
unlike others, the wicked, immoral sinners, in a number of 


First 

They listen to the recitation of the Ayat [of the Qur’an), while 
those (sinners) listen to poetic verse recited by female singers. 

Second 

When the Ayat of Ar-Rahman are recited to them, they fall 
down in prostration weeping, with the proper attitude of fear, 
hope, love, understanding and knowledge, as Allah says: 

fej fcj) pr'j'J Sti li) tiff Chffff 

1 -* 8 ,» •> t: - *- . •" . * f s" \i' 

X ^*3>>A»-==* tijp , is Ua- 

}The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, 
feel a fear in their hearts and when His Ayat are recited unto 
them, they increase their faith; and they put their trust in their 
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Lord; Who perfonn the Salah and spend out of that We have 
provided them. It is they who are the believers in it. For them 
are grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness and a 
generous provision (i.e., Paradise).} (8:2-4), 


1 ■ZZjZf'Zi} 


iAnd those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of their 
Lord, fall not on them (as if they were) deaf and blind} 
(25:73). 

When they hear the Ayat of Allah, they are not too busy to 
pay attention to them; they listen to them and understand 
their meanings. So they act upon them and prostrate when 
they hear them, out of understanding, not out of ignorance 
and blind following of others. 


Third 


They adhere to the correct etiquette when they listen to them. 
As the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, used to 
do when they listened to the words of Allah recited by the 
Messenger of Allah sg. Their skin Would shiver, and their 
hearts would soften to the remembrance of Allah. They did not 
shout or do other actions that are not natural; on the 
contrary, they would sit quietly with the proper attitude of 
fear, in an unparalleled fashion, they attained the victory of 
praise from their Lord in this world and the Hereafter. ‘Abdur- 
Razzaq said, “Ma'mar told us that Qatadah, may Allah have 
mercy on him, recited, 


<58 /i d[ f&Kj ^ ^1} 


iThe skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then 
their skin and their heart soften to the remetnbrance of Allah,} 

and said, This is the characteristic of the friends of Allah; 
Allah has described them in this manner, saying that their 
skin shivers, their eyes weep and their hearts find rest to the 
remembrance of Allah. He did not say that they lose their 
minds and swoon; that is the characteristic of the followers of 
innovation, and that comes from the Shay tan.”’ Allah's saying: 

gallic; iLia a* sfc 4jtf 
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iThat is the guidance of Allah. He guides therewith whom He 
wills;} 

means, this is the characteristic of those whom Allah has 
guided, and anyone who does anything different is one of 
those whom Allah has sent astray. 

4^ OJ $ 6 5S' J^j} 


iand whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.} 

, .*« i ^ y jSs * ^ * A >. S | |* ( ' m s J/y' V / ^ y/T| V 

4 •ij’P ii' V li-**- 4: ji+U Oi juft 

4tf:5X. fir -j iisr tdif - s cit 


424. 7s /ie l/ie« ( who will confront with his face the awful 
torment on the Day of Resurrection? And it will be said to the 
wrongdoers: "Taste what you used to earn!"} 

425. Those before them denied, and so the torment came on 
them from directions they perceived not.} 

426. So, Allah made them to taste the disgrace in the present 
life, but greater is the torment of the Hereafter if they only 
knew!} 


The Pinal Destination of the Disbelievers 




4/s he then, who will confront with his face the awful torment 
on the Day of Resurrection?} 

he will be rebuked and he and the evildoers like him will be 
told: 


4<S*J3 ^ u i &>} 


iTaste what you used to earn!} 

‘Is this like the one who comes secure on the Day of 
Resurrection?’ as Allah says: 


4 & £r <jc*: J® & 


4/s he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he 
who walks upright on the straight way?} (67:22); 
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<77u> Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire (it 
will be said to them) : “Taste you the touch of Hell!") (54:48), 
and 


4 *^)* fji 4 *'« "dfi cF ^ 4 'o^) 


ils he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure 
on the Day of Resurrection?) (41:40) 

In each of these Aydt, it was sufficient to refer to one of the 
two groups. 


4.0 && « <$ ^T) 


iThose before them denied, and so the torment came on than 
from directions they perceived not.) 


means, the previous generations who denied the Messengers 
were destroyed by Allah for their sins. And none had they to 
protect them from Allah. 




iSo Allah made them to taste the disgrace in the present life,) 

means, by means of the punishment and revenge which He 
sent down upon them, and the rejoicing of the believers for 
what happened to them. So, let those who are addressed 
beware, for they have rejected the noblest of the Messengers 
and the Seal of the Prophets j|j. And what Allah has promised 
them of severe punishment in the Hereafter is worse than 
whatever befell them in this world. Allah says: 

ije j %\ }j$i ifia \j) 


4but greater is the torment of the Hereafter if they only knew!) 
' i 't/ %. 44^1 'fr & 'i* «4 Xtij) 

pi ^ 'i ’Pj&\ ji jJi Juil 


4.27. And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an 
every kind of parable in order that they may rananber.) 
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428. An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein) in 
order that they may have Taqwa of Him.4 

429. Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many 
partners disputing with one another, and a man belonging 
entirely to one master. Are those two equal in comparison? All 
the praises and thanks be to Allah! But most of them know 
not.4 

430. Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.} 

431. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.} 

The Parable of Shirk 

$ v, Os* 12 )} 

4And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an every 
kind of parable} 

means, *We have explained things to mankind in it [the 
Qur’an] by setting forth examples and parables.’ 

4in order that they may remember.} Because parables bring the 
meaning closer to people’s minds. As Allah says: 

4He sets forth for you a parable from yourselves} (30:28). 

meaning, ‘so that you may learn it from yourselves.’ And Allah 
says: 

4 :$f 'opeZ& tya», 14^ j&Vf 

4 in Order that they may have Taqwa of Him.} (29:43). 

£} -&■ 44 

4 A /1 Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein)} 

means, it is in a plain Arabic tongue, with no crookedness, 
deviation or confusion. It is plain, clear proof. Allah has made 
it like this and has revealed it like this, 
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iin order that they may have Taqwd of Him} 

means, in order that they may heed the warnings contained 
therein, and strive to attain the promises therein. Then Allah 
says: 

iopZZ 

iAllah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many partners 
disputing with one another,} 

meaning, they were disputing concerning that slave in whom 
they all had a share. 

4 ^ fez} 

iand a (slave) man belonging entirely to one master.} 
means, no one owned him except that one man. 

4‘S£ S*} 

}Are those two equal in comparison?} meaning, they are not the 
same. By the same token, the idolator who worships other gods 
besides Allah and the sincere believer who worships none 
besides Allah, with no partner or associate, are not equal. What 
comparison can there be between them? Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, Mujahid and others said, “This Ayah is 
the parable of the idolator and the sincere believer. 

Because this parable is so clear and obvious, Allah then says: 

4-A jZti} 

iAll the praises and thanks be to Allah!} i.e., for establishing proof 
against them. 

i'ops, pUJ $} 

iBut most of them knoiv not.} means, and for this reason they 
associate others in worship with Allah. 


The fact that the Messenger of Allah ^ and Quraysh will 
die, and how They will dispute before Allah 

Allah’s saying; 

fn 


At-Tabari 21:285. 
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(*ri> 


eC[> 


iVerily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.) 

This is one of the Ayat which Abu Bakr As-Siddlq, may Allah 
be pleased with him, quoted when the Messenger of Allah jg 
died, so that the people would realize that he had really died. 
Another Ayah which he quoted was: 






J**t uf 


iMuhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many) 
Messengers have passed away before him. If he dies or is killed, 
will you then him back on your heels? And he who turns back 
on his heels, not the least harm will do to Allah; and Allah will 
give reward to those who are grateful >(3:144). 

The meaning of this Ayah is that you will certainly depart this 
world and be gathered before Allah in the Hereafter. You will 
dispute the issues of Tawhid and Shirk before Allah, things 
over which you disputed in this world, and He will judge 
between you with truth, and He is the Judge, the All-Knowing. 
So, He will save the sincere believers who worship Him alone, 
and He will punish the disbelievers who deny His Oneness and 
associate others in worship with Him. Although this Ayah 
speaks about the believers and disbelievers, and how they will 
dispute in the Hereafter, it also includes all disputants in this 
world, for their disputes will come back to them in the 
Hereafter. 


Ibn Abi Hatim, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that 
Ibn Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When 
the Ayah 


iThen, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.) 

was revealed, Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
‘O Messenger of Allah, will we repeat our disputes?’ He jg said. 


«Yes.» He (Az-Zubayr) said, This is a very serious 
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matter.”’ 111 


Ahmad recorded from Az-Zubayr bin Al-‘Awwam, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that when this Surah was revealed to the 
Messenger of Allah 


i 




£ Pi 2 ^ s? && 


4 Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die. Then, on 
the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your 
Lord 


Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, will the sins that we committed against others in this 
world be repeated for us?” He said, 


> „ 
J 


& $ J\ 'o'jp) 


'‘Yes, they will be repeated until everyone who is entitled will 
have his rights restored to him .» 

Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “By Allah, it 
is a very serious matter.” 121 It was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi, who said “Hasan Sahih .” 131 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: 



pf> i* j5 pi 


iThen, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.) 

means, the truthful one will dispute with the liar, the 
oppressed will dispute with the oppressor, the one who is 
guided will dispute with the one who is misguided and the 
weak will dispute with the arrogant. 

Ibn Mandah recorded in Kitab Ar-Ruh that Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “The people will dispute on 
the Day of Resurrection, to the extent that the soul will 
dispute with the body. The soul will say to the body, ‘You did 
such and such,’ and the body will say to the soul, “You told 


111 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 5:614, Ahmad with similar wording along with 
the following version. 

121 Ahmad 1:164. 

131 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :289. 
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me to do it and you 
tempted me.’ Then 
Allah will send an 
angel to judge 
between them, and he 
will say, ‘You two are 
like a man who 
cannot walk but can 
see, and a man who 
cannot see but can 
walk.’ They went into 
a garden and the one 
who could not walk 
said to the one who 
was blind, 1 see fruit 
there, but I cannot 
reach it.’ The blind 
man said, ‘Climb on 
me and get it.’ So he 
climbed on him and 
got it. So which of 
them is the 
wrongdoer? They will 
say, ‘Both of them.’ 
The angel will say to 
them, ‘You have 
passed judgement against yourselves.’ The body was a means 
of transportation for the soul.” 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Sa*id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 
‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This Ayah was 
revealed and we did not know what it was revealed about: 




P! 


\ pi % 


4 Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.y’ 

He said, “We said, what will we dispute about? There is no 
dispute between us and the People of the Book, so what will 
we dispute about? Until the Fitnah occurred.” Then Ibn ‘Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This is what our Lord 
promised us we would dispute about.” This was recorded by 
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An-Nasal. 111 

^^4 J ii jijt ii £ flfl S»> 
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432. 77ien, u>/io does more wrong than one who utters a lie 
against Allah, and denies the truth when it comes to him! Is 
there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers ?) 

433. And he who has brought the truth and (those ivho) 
believed therein, they are those who have Taqwa.) 

434. They shall have all that they will desire ivith their Lord. 
That is the reward of the doers of good.) 

435. So that Allah may expiate from them the evil of what they 
did and give them the reward, according to the best of what 
they used to do.) 


The Punishment of the Disbelievers and Liars, and the 
Reward of the Sincere Believers 


The idolators uttered lies against Allah and said that there 
were other gods besides Him and claimed that the angels were 
the daughters of Allah and that Allah had a son - glorified be 
He far above all that they say. Moreover, they rejected the 
truth when it came to them on the lips of the Messengers 
(peace and blessings be upon them all). Allah says: 




iThen, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against 
Allah, and denies the truth when it comes to him!) 
meaning, there is no one who does more wrong than such a 
person, because he combines the two aspects of falsehood, 
disbelief in Allah and disbelief in the Messenger of Allah. They 
made false claims and rejected the truth, Allah threatened 
them: 


m 


An-Nasal in Al-Kubra no. 11447. This refers to the civil turmoil 
that began with the assassination of TJthman, may Allah be pleased 
with him. 
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ils there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers?} 
who are the deniers and rejecters. Then Allah says: 

OJ_£y JjUlll it tsjfo} 


iAnd he who has brought the truth and (those who) believed 
therein,} 

Mujahid, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and Ibn Zayd said, “The 
one who brought the truth was the Messenger sH.”* 1 ’ 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: 

4(3-l4>)i it 

i"And he who has brought the truth > means the Messenger of 
Allah jg. 

i'it 


iand (those who) believed therein ^ means the Muslims.”* 2 * 

ithey are those who have Tacjwa}. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “They fear and shun Shirk. ”* 3 ' 

4jjS j U 

iThey shall have all that they will desire with their Lord.} 
means, in Paradise; whatever they ask for they will have. 

iiii 


iThat is the reward of doers of good. So that Allah may expiate 
from them the evil of what they did and give them the reward, 
according to the best of what they used to do.} 

This is like the Ayah: 


i V A - ^ al l J&j jljJLI 




1,1 At-Tabari 21:289, Al-Qurtubi 15:256. 
* 2 ' At-Tabari 21:290. 

|3) At-Tabari 21 :292. 
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iThey are those from ivhom We shall accept the best of their 
deeds and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be) among the 
dwellers of Paradise, a promise of truth, which they have been 
promised.$ (46:16). 


u ^4 £> -W-> « <£$> oC & s$) 

uj)J 'ifffuef cfi ii' Oi *A & Mi J*> 
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436. Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant? Yet they try to 
frighten you with those besides Him! And whom Allah sends 
astray, for him there toill be no guide.} 

437. And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there will be no 
misleader. Is not Allah Almighty, Possessor of Retribution?} 

438. And verily, if you ask them : "Wlto created the heavens 
and the earth?” Surely, they ivill say: "Allah." Say: "Tell me 
then, the things that you invoke besides Allah - if Allah 
intended some harm for me, could they remove His harm? Or if 
He intended some mercy for me, could they withhold His 
mercy?" Say : "Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him those who 
trust must put their tnist."} 

439. Say: "O My people! Work according to your way, I am 
ivorking. Then you will come to knmv"} 

440. “To whom comes a disgracing torment, and on whom 
descends an everlasting tormettt."} 


Allah is Sufficient for His Servant 

Allah says: 

41 s not Allah Sufficient for His servant?} Some of them read it 
“His servants.” It means that Allah is Sufficient for the one who 
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worships Him and relies upon Him. 


iYet they try to frighten you with those besides Him!} 

means, the idolators tried to scare the Messenger of Allah jg 
with their idols and gods which they called upon besides Allah 
out of ignorance and misguidance. Allah says: 


& iif Mi %}& cn &} 


4And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide. 
And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there will be no 
misleader. Is not Allah Almighty, Possessor of Retribution?} 

meaning, whoever relies on Him and turns to Him, will never 
be forsaken, for He is the Almighty Who cannot be 
overwhelmed by another, and there is none more severe than 
Him in exacting retribution on those who disbelieve in Him, 
associate others in worship with Him and resist His Messenger 


The Idolators admit that Allah is the Sole Creator 
because Their gods are incapable 




4® 4j} 


4And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and 
the earth?" Surely, they will say: "Allah."} 

means, the idolators used to recognize that Allah was the 
Creator of all things, but despite that they still worshipped 
others besides Him, others who had no power to bring benefit 
or cause harm. Allah said: 






*» 


“Si & o/j ^ dj>ss \s z:$ 






4 Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah - 
if Allah intended some harm for me, could they remove His 
harm? Or if He (Allah) intended some mercy for me, could they 
withhold His mercy?"} 

meaning, they cannot do any of that at all. Here Ibn Abi 
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Hatim recorded a narration from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, attributing it to the Prophet jg: 


SlijJu 4)1 J\ iiJjULjw oJj»J 4)1 i^lUai>u 4)1 

f Si jUiij ‘-at; o-Uiii bis ‘ 4 ii jbu iiL lit isIIji ^ 

JjU J t il4)1 pj }J^1 j jl 

cJiijj > 0-a>- liljjuLj Jll 4)1 ji 

Sij ‘1^ 13^. u ^ ^1 ^ Si PU13 .jg\ ^ Jdjt 4 . 

113 -*-; j **11 jij i_,3&l ^3^1 *l)ij ‘ j--gll ^JaJl 


«Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you; be mindful of 
Allah and you will find Him ever with you. Turn to Allah in 
times of ease and He will turn to you in times of difficulty. If 
you ask anyone for anything, then ask Allah; if you seek help 
from anyone, then seek help from Allah. Know that even if the 
entire nation were to come together to do you some harm that 
Allah has not decreed for you, they will never be able to harm 
you, and if they were to come together to do you some good 
that Allah has not decreed for you, they will never be able to do 
that. The pages have dried and tire pens have been lifted. Strive 
for the sake of Allah with thankfulness and firm conviction, and 
know that in patiently persevering with regard to something 
that you dislike there is much goodness. Victory comes with 
patience, a way out comes from difficulty and with hardship 
comes ease .* 111 


4iil 





iSay: "Sufficient for me is Allah..."} means, ‘Allah is enough for 
me.’ 


4 l j%d* oKji &} 


iln Him I put my trust, and let all those that trust, put their 
trust in Him.} [12: 67] 

This is like what Hud, peace be upon him, said to his 
people: 


111 Ahmad 1:307. 
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oj. fe-6. %\: > jiTj 

J»>» jc jj 

4 “A// that we say is that 
some of our gods have 
seized you with evil.” 
He said: "I call Allah to 
witness and bear you 
witness that I am free 
from that which you as¬ 
cribe as partners in wor¬ 
ship, with Him. So plot 
against me, all of you, 
and give me no respite. I 
put my trust in Allah, 
my Lord and your Lord! 
There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its forelock. 
Verily, my Lord is on the straight path.”}{\ 1:54-56). 

;m & 

4 Say: “O My people! Work according to your way...”} 

This is a threat and a warning. 

41 am working} means, ‘according to my way.’ 

45f>Lu d>j-->} 

4Then you will come to kttow} means, you will learn the 
consequences. 
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4To whom comes a disgracing torment,} means, in this world, 


}and on whom descends an everlasting torment.} 


means, ongoing and eternal, with no escape, which will come on 
the Day of Resurrection. We seek refuge with Allah from that. 


J-* j_i *SJ c&x & 0 

4 CvIj ji 1^45^ C&? J-iiV' jji jj 

44^ dljJf 

*3 *4* 


441. Verily, We have sent down to you the Book for mankind 
in truth. So, whosoever accepts the guidance, it is only for 
himself; and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only to his 
(own) loss. And you are not a trustee over them.} 

442. It is Allah Wlw takes away the souls at the time of their 
death, and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those 
(souls) for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a 
term appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a people who think 
deeply.} 

Allah says, addressing His Messenger Muhammad 3 %: 

4v^ji <Iuc uj ^\} 


iVerily, We have sent down to you the Book} meaning, the Qur’an. 

4 for mankind in truth.} means, for all of creation, mankind and 
Jinn, so that he may warn them therewith. 

4««-,-V'4» 

4So, whosoever accepts the guidance, it is only for himself;} 
means, the benefit of that will return to him. 

< 4't£ &j} 

iand whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only for his (own) 
loss.} 

means, the consequences of that will return to him. 
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iAnd you are not a trustee over them.} means, “you are not 
responsible for guiding them.’ 

tlsr $ j* ‘Mj oil 

iBut you are only a wamer. And Allah is a Trustee over all 
things} (11:12). 


i^X\ tilj gjf J& 

iyour duty is only to convey and on Us is the reckoning} (13:40). 


Allah is the One Who causes Death and gives Life 

Then Allah tells us that He is in control of all things and does 
as He wills. He causes men to die (the “greater death”) when 
He sends the angels to take men’s souls from their bodies, 
and He causes them to “die a lesser death” when they sleep. 
Allah says: 




55 j»uif % 2 

4&SN \±L\ ’I'll) i 111 ,il •£! 


ilt is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are 
asleep), and has knowledge of all that you have done by day, 
then He raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed be 
fulfilled, then (in the end) unto Him will be your return. Then 
He will inform you of that which you used to do. He is the 
Irresistible, over His servants, and He sends guardians (angels 
guarding and writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, 
until when death approaches one of you, Our messengers 
(angels) take his soul, and they never neglect their 
duty. H6:60-61). 


Here Allah mentions the two deaths, the lesser death then the 
greater death after it; in the Ayah above (39: 42), He mentions 
the greater then the lesser. Allah says: 


$ 


4 
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ilt is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, 
and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those (souls) 
for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a term 
appointed.} 

This indicates that they (the souls] meet in the higher realm, 
as was stated in the #adt£h attributed to the Prophet sg which 
was narrated by Ibn Mandah and others. In the Two Sahihs of 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah sgg 
said: 


j] j oJs-'-dl jj niijf Ji/j '•ijr’T 

%i\ hi\ Ia 4, liL*J Uj jt 


«When anyone of you goes to bed, let him brush down the bed 
with his garment, for he does not know what has come on his 
bed since he left it. Then let him say, “In Your Name, O Lord, 
I lay down my side and in Your Name I raise it up; if You take 
my soul, have mercy on it, and if You send it back, protect it 
with that which You protect Your righteous servants 




$He keeps those (soids) for which He luis ordained death} 

means, those which have died, and He returns the others back 
for an appointed term. As-Suddi said, “For the rest of their 
lives.” 121 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “He keeps 
the souls of the dead and sends back the souls of the living, 
and He does not make any mistakes. 



ull'i j o[} 


i Verily, in this are signs for a people who think deeply.} 

V) L-f*';‘ ^ |_yL£=> jjjl j» oj> of. 

& 'j& ill 2 <±£ ^ ^ aiilii & J 


m 


111 Fath Al-Bari 11:130, Muslim 4:2084. 
121 At-Tabari 21:298. 
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(** 'H V Sif 4i$ ££5 




i43. Have they taken as intercessors besides Allah? Say: “Even 
if they have power over nothing whatever and have no 
intelligence?") 

444. Say: “To Allah belongs all intercession. His is the 
sovereignty of the heavetis and the earth. Then to Him you shall 
be brought back.") 

445. And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those 
who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust and 
when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, they rejoice!) 


There is no Intercession except with Allah, and how the 
Idolators are filled with Disgust when Allah is 
mentioned alone 

Allah condemns the idolators for taking intercessors besides 
Allah, namely the idols and false gods whom they have taken 
on the basis of their own whims, with no evidence or proof. 
These idols are not able to do anything; they have no minds 
with which to think, and they cannot hear or see. They are 
inanimate and are much worse off than animals. Then Allah 
says: ‘Say - O Muhammad - to these people who claim that 
those whom they have taken as intercessors with Allah, that 
intercession is of no avail except for the one with whom Allah 
is pleased and to whom He has granted permission to 
intercede. The whole matter rests with Him.’ 

V) T*x* if Jjf li J.) 

4Wlw is he lliat can intercede with Him except with His 
permission?) (2:255). 

4His is the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth.) 
means, He is the One Who is in control of all that. 

<4i ^ 

4 Then to Him you shall be brought back.) 
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&^ 4 £* j &,1 0 
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means, ‘on the Day of 
Resurrection, then He 
will judge between 
you with His justice, 
and He will reward or 
punish each person 
according to his 
deeds.’ Then Allah 
condemns the 
idolators further: 

i!SZ & $ y>\& 

4And when Allah Alone 
is mentioned} means, 
when it is said there 
is no (true) God except 
Allah Alone, 

V OjiSt *L>fii Cytliil ^ 
^ '•■' / > 


X-'- St s' >. \ f 

4 the hearts of those xvho 
believe not in the Here¬ 
after are filled with 
disgust} 

Mujahid said, “Their 
hearts are filled with disgust means they recoil in horror.” 111 
This is like the Ayah: 

ifr V> V p Jj IS) $? 

iTruly, when it was said to them: “La ilaha ilia Allah/' they 
puffed themselves up with pride.} (37:35) 

which means, they were too proud to follow it* Their hearts 
could not accept anything good, and whoever cannot accept 
good will accept evil. Allah says: 

4 *£-/■> at S> v >\jb 

iand when those besides Him are mentioned,} 


111 At-Tabari 21:301. 
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meaning, the idols and false gods - this was the view of 
Mujahid - 




ibehold, they rejoice!) means, they feel happy, 

u 4 ^ 

fi®r Z&sc* ^ 4 c <uk 3 % «.$r 

A «® A 

•* fjf \S ^ jCj U 


^46. Soy: "O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All- 
Knower of the unseen and the seen! You will judge between 
your servants about that wherein they used to differ.") 

447. And those who did wrong, if they had all that is on tire 
earth and therewith as much again, they verily, would offer it 
to ransom themselves therewith on the Day of Resurrection from 
the evil torment; and there will become apparent to them from 
Allah what they had not been reckoning.) 

448. And the evils of that which they earned will become 
apparent to them, and that which they used to mock at will 
encircle them.) 


How to supplicate 


After condemning the idolators for their love of Shirk and their 
hatred of Tawhid, Allah then says: 


4'iXlfi^j « l f |.-Jj ^l»li ^1)1 


4Say: "O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All- 
Knower of the unseen and tire seen!...") 

meaning, ‘call you upon Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, Who has created the heavens and the earth and 
originated them,’ i.e., made them like nothing that ever before 
existed. 


4\^iij p£) 

4All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!) 
means, what is secret and what is open. 
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4 Yom mi// judge between your servants about that wherein they 
used to differ 


means, in this world; You will judge between them on the Day 
when they are resurrected and brought forth from their 
graves.’ In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Salamah bin 
‘Abdur-Rahman said, “I asked ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, how the Messenger of Allah si started his prayer 
when he stood up to pray at night. She said, may Allah be 
pleased with her: When the Messenger of Allah si stood up to 
pray at night, he would start his prayer with the words: 


L»J i ,aj \jj\£ s oJl i ojjj- U lj 

11 J! >^! Kiljilj (jAJI 


«0 Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mika’il and Israfil, Creator of the 
heavens and the earth, Knower of the unseen and the seat, You 
will judge between Your servants concerning that wherein they 
differ. Guide me with regard to that wherein there is dispute 
concerning the truth by Your leave, for You guide whomsoever 
You will to the straight pathj”^ 


No Ransom will be accepted on the Day of Resurrection 

Lb %\ %} 

i.And those who did wrong,} means, the idolators. 

GJz 4 U» 

4 ! / they had all that is in earth and therewith as much again,$ 

ithey verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith from 
the evil torment;} 

means, that which Allah has decreed for them on the Day of 
Resurrection. But the ransom will not be accepted from them, 

m 


Muslim 2:534. 
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whom He wills, and straitens it. Verily, in this are signs for 
the folk who believe!} 

How Man changes when He is blessed after suffering 
Harm 

Allah tells us how man, when he is suffering from harm, prays 
to Allah, turning to Him in repentance and calling upon Him, 
but when He makes things easy for him, he transgresses and 
commits sins. 

iOnly because of knowledge I obtained it.} 

means, ‘because Allah knows that I deserve it; if it were not 
for the fact that Allah regards me as special, He would not 
have given me this.’ Qatadah said, “Because I know that I 
deserve it.” 111 Allah says: 

'Ji &¥ 

iNay, it is only a trial,} meaning, the matter is not as he 
claims; on the contrary, We have blessed him with this as a 
test to see whether he will be obedient or disobedient - 
although We have prior knowledge of that.’ In fact, it is a trial. 

4but most of them know not!} So they say what they say and 
claim what they claim. 

iVerily, those before them said it,} means, the previous nations 
who came before said the same things and made the same 
claims, 

jJlT 'a (*r* {$ 

iyet (all) that they had earned availed them not.} 

means, what they said was not right and all that they had 
gathered did not save them. 

Oi 13 b$j fcr £ 

111 At-Tabari 21:301. 
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v s&aaajp ^ He wills, and 

straitens iL > 

"t-' “\ -icr*? means, He gives 

plenty to some and 
$ oc—ili'S- restricts provision 

v . ,. 
^ ■' \J;,, 

<**, ,, lh! ;Z 
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^ <V-*. in dtfl 

aj^p i^Li ^ 4 signs /or f/ie folk who 

^’i0^jp^S^y6}C^^^ meTns, there is a 

lesson and proof. 
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453. Soy: "O My servants who have transgressed against 
tltemselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah 
forgives all sins. Tndy, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."} 

454. "And turn in repentance (and in obedience with true 
faith) to your Lord and submit to Him before the torment comes 
upon you, (and) then you will not be helped."} 

455. "And follow the best of that which is sent down to you 
from your Lord, before the torment comes on you suddenly 
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while you perceive not!"} 

456. Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that I was 
undutiful to Allah, and 1 was indeed among those who 
mocked."} 

457. Or (lest) he should say: "If only Allah had guided me, I 
should indeed have been among those who have Taqwa."} 

458. Or (lest) he should say when he sees the toment: "If only 
I had another chance, then I should indeed be among the doers 
of good."} 

459. Yes! Verily, there came to you My Aydt and you denied 
them, and were proud and were among the disbelievers.} 


The Call to repent before the Punishment comes 

This Ayah is a call to all sinners, be they disbelievers or 
others, to repent and turn to Allah. This Ayah tells us that 
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, will forgive all the sins 
of those who repent to Him and turn back to Him, no matter 
what or how many his sins are, even if they Eire like the foEim 
of the sea. This cannot be interpreted as meaning that sins 
will be forgiven without repentance, because Shirk cam only be 
forgiven for the one who repents from it. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said that 
some of the people of Shirk killed msmy people Eind committed 
Zina (illegal sexual acts) to a great extent; they came to 
Muhammad and said, “What you Eire saying Eind calling us 
to is good; if only you could tell us that there is Ein expiation 
for what we have done.” Then the following Aydt were 
revealed: 


'jj *5) ii' (j-il' oA-Ju V> I4JJ «ill £ V i^.Mj} 


<< 




4And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, 
nor kill such person as Allah has forbidden, except for just 
cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse} (25:68). 




4Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah.} 
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This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An- 
Nasal. 11 * What is meant by the first Ayah (25:68) is: 


4Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds} 
(25:70). 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Asma’ bint Yazid, said, “I heard 
the Messenger of Allah reciting, 


iverily, his work is unrighteous} (11:46). And I heard him jfe say: 
‘jtM <3)1 jl <3)1 'jt \jlai£ Y j , JU Ji) 


(Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah 
forgives all sins He does not reckon him Truly, He is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful) 

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. 131 

All of these Hadiths indicate that what is meant is that Allah 
forgives all sins provided that a person repents. Additionally, 
one must not despair of the mercy of Allah even if his sins are 
many and great, for the door of repentance and mercy is 
expansive. Allah says: 




4Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His 
servants} (9:104). 


^ <#l <^ ->J 4— ji pUL jl I *yL jlZ ’S^i} 


4And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks 
Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.} (4:110). 

Concerning the hypocrites, Allah says: 


111 Fath Al-Bari 8:411, Muslim 1:113, Abu Dawud 4:166, An-NasSt 
in Al-Kubra 446. 

121 Ahmad 6:454. 

131 Abu Dawud 4:285, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:111. 
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iVerily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the 
Fire; no helper will you find for them. Except those who 
repent, and do righteous good deeds} (4:145-146). 


And Allah says: 

'} VS V & j; 1^5 Ssfi it >£=» Jj3} 

j&* lusr ^4 1 svj v 1454 


iSurely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allalt is the third of 
the three (in a Trinity)." But there is no god but One. And if 
they cease not from what they say, verily, a painjul torment 
will befall on the disbelievers among than.} (5:73). 

Then He says: 



iWill they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His 
forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} 
(5:74) 


And Allah says: 




iVerily, those who put into trial the believing men and 
believing women (by torturing them), and then do not turn in 
repentance (to Allah)} (85:10). 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said, “Look 
at this generosity and kindness! They killed His close friends 
but He still called them to repentance and forgiveness.” There 
are many Ay&t on this topic. 

The Two Sahihs record the Hadith of Abu Said, may Allah 
be pleased with him, from Messenger of Allah 0 about the 
man who killed ninety-nine people. Later on, he regretted it 
and asked a worshipper among the Children of Israel whether 
he could repent. He told him no, so he killed him, thus 
completing one hundred. Then he asked one of their scholars 
whether he could repent. He said, “What is stopping you from 
repenting?” Then he told him to go to a town where Allah was 



Sura/1 39. Az-Zumar (53 - 59) (Part-24) 


409 


worshipped. He set out for that town, but death came to him 
while he was on the road. The angels of mercy and the angels 
of punishment disputed over him, so Allah commanded them 
to measure the distance between the two towns; whichever he 
was closer to was the one to which he belonged. They found 
that he was closer to the town he was heading for, so the 
angels of mercy took him. It was said that when he was dying, 
he moved himself (towards that town), and Allah commanded 
the good town to move closer to him and the other town to 
move away. 1 ’ 1 This is basic meaning of the Hadith; we have 
quoted it in full elsewhere. 

'Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, commented on the Ayah: 


.-yiiJ' jam 2u)i oj $ AJ-j ot ijii Lj b V p ^ 

z 


it* 


4Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah 
forgives all sins..."} 

Allah invites all to His forgiveness; those who claim that the 
Messiah is God, those who claim that the Messiah is the son 
of God, those who claim that TJzayr is the son of God, those 
who claim that Allah is poor, those who claim that the Hand 
of Allah is tied up, and those who say that Allah is the third of 
three (Trinity). Allah says to all of these: 

sc hpm & ^p 


iWill they not him in repentance to Allah and ask His 
forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} 
(5:74). 

And He calls to repentance the one who says something even 
worse than that, the one who says, ‘I am your Lord most 
high,’ and says, 

4-— oi jv^===(J ti* 

i"I knoiv not that you have a god other than me."} (28:38). 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Anyone who 


m 


Fath Al-Bdri 6:591. 
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“By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if you were to commit 
sin until your sins filled the space between heaven and earth, 
then you were to ask Allah for forgiveness, He would forgive 
you. By the One in Wlwse Hand is the soul of Muhammad, if 
you did not commit sin, Allah would bring other people who 
would commit sins and then ask Allah for forgiveness so that 
He could forgive themj’^ 


This was recorded only by Ahmad. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, as he was on his deathbed, “I have 
concealed something from you that I heard from the 
Messenger of Allah jg; he said: 


'r+j ‘ ofi-ii J>-j ‘-fi- Jil jUj i)f±x 


«// you did not commit sins, Allah would create people who 
would sin so that He could forgive them . • 11 

This was recorded by Imam Ahmad; it was also recorded by 
Muslim in his Sahih, and by At-Tirmidhi.* 2 * 

Allah encourages His servants to hasten to repent, as He 
says: 


iA-J> f£jj <3l! 

iAnd turn in repentance (and in obedience with true faith) to 
your Lord and submit to Him} 

meaning, turn back to Allah and submit yourselves to Him. 

i J cJj Cxi} 

ibefore the torment comes upon you, (and) then you will not be 
helped.} 

means, hasten to repent and do righteous deeds before His 
wrath comes upon you. 

^( v ^ == vj ext t <5-*^ 

111 Ahmad 3:238. 

121 Ahmad 5:414, Muslim 4:2105, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:223. 
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<4 3 Cl>UjJ' iSjj OJ5 j jC jl ,?Y,^Jjiitf <>* C~ ^s ai l ^JU iLl /^j l jj 

*wJi Oi »ji== 


4I^s/ a person should say: "Alas, my grief that I was 
undutiful to Allah, and I was indeed among those who 
mocked.” Or he should say: "If only Allah had guided me, I 
should indeed have been among those who have Taqioa." Or he 
slwuld say when he sees the torment: "If only I had another 
chance, then I should indeed be among the doers of good. "^J 1 * 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “The 
Messenger of Allah jg said: 


L) '4>\ ol ji : I ojoLU >Sjt j ^^ 3^* 

:J*J 4u\ jl \'f : j0t ^ja ojii« 'Sy. i ^jSj 

«i 


“Each of the people of Hell will be shown his place in Paradise 
and he will say, "If only Allah had guided me!" so it will be a 
source of regret for him. And each of the people of Paradise will 
be shown his place in Hell and he will say, "If it were not for 
the fact that Allah guided me," so it will be a cause of 
thanks y™ 


It was also narrated by An-Nasa’i. 131 
When the sinners wish that they could return to this world so 
that they could believe the Ay at of Allah and follow His 
Messengers, Allah will say: 




4 Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ay at and you denied 
them, and were proud and were among the disbelievers.} 

meaning, ‘O you who regret what you did, My Ay at did come 
to you in the world, and My proof was established against you, 
but you rejected it and were too arrogant to follow it, and you 
were among those who disbelieved in it.’ 


111 At-Tabari 21:316. 

121 Ahmad 1:512. 

' 3 ' Ahmad no. 10660, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:447. 
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460. And on the Day of Resurrection you wilt see those who 
lied against Allah - their faces will be black. Is there not in Hell 
an abode for the arrogant?} 

461. And Allah will deliver those who have Taqwa to their 
places of success. Evil shall touch them not, nor shall they 
grieve.} 


The Consequences for Those Who tell Lies against Allah 
and for Those Who have Taqwa 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, some faces will 
be blackened and some will be whitened. The faces of those 
who followed splits and divisions will be blackened, and the 
faces of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah will be whitened. Allah 
says here: 

4*ti & iiST 'U& jfz fig} 

4And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those wlw lied 
against Allah} 

meaning, by their claims that He had partners or offspring. 

4 * J _>—* (*4 7 

4their faces will be black.} means, because of their lies and 
fabrications. 

4Is there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant?} 

means, is not Hell sufficient for them as a prison and 
humiliating final destination, because of their stubborn pride, 
arrogance and refusal to follow the truth? 

4And Allah will deliver tlwse who are those who furve Taqwa to 
their places of success.} 

means, because of what Allah has decreed for them of 
happiness and victory. 
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plZ -3} 

4Evil shall touch them not,4 means, on the Day of Resurrection. 

i'Pp p ~3j} 


itior shall they grieve.} means, the greater terror (of that Day) 
will not cause them grief, for they will be safe from all grief and 
removed from all evil, and they will attain all that is good. 


PP % *£ $ & % 

@ ygib P 'J0 ji p p i£T djSj 

Oi ijfbj tilUf- cjfp ji Cri Jij JjJj 

^ JS J&S 'M s. 


462. Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Trustee 
over all things.} 

463. To Him belong the Maqalid of the heavens and the earth. 
And those who disbelieve in the Aydt of Allah, such are they 
who will be the losers.} 

464. Say: "Do you order me to ivorship other than Allah? O 
you fools!"} 

465. And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those 
before you: "If you join others in ivorship with Allah, surely 
your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the 
losers."} 

466. Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful.} 


Allah is the Creator and Controller, and associating 
others in worship with Him cancels out Good Deeds 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Lord, Sovereign and 
Controller of all things; everything is subject to His dominion, 
power and guardianship. 

4‘<jfi>^j PP & 

4To Him belong the Maqalid of the heavens and the earth.} 

Mujahid said, “Maqalid means *keys’ in Persian.” This was also 
the view of Qatadah, Ibn Zayd and Sufyan bin TJyaynah.* 1 ' 

Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :243, Af-Tabari 21:321. 
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As-Suddi said: 

4To Him belong the Maqaltd of the heavens and the earth.} 

“The treasures of the heavens and the earth.”^ 11 Both opinions 
mean that the control of all things is in the Hand of Allah, 
may He be blessed and exalted, for His is the dominion and to 
Him is the praise, and He is able to do all things. He says: 

iAnd those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah,} 
meaning, His proof and evidence, 

isuch are they who will be the losers.} 


}Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah? O you 
fools!"} 

The reason for the revelation of this Ayah was narrated by Ibn 
Abi Hatim and others from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the idolators in their ignorance called the 
Messenger of Allah ^ to worship their gods, then they would 
worship his God with him. Then these words were revealed: 


Cti 1^5$ J!j c&j 1 , ■'l5 fjii Jjiil ji^> 


}Say: "Do you order me to worship otl\er than Allah? O you 
fools!” And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to 
those before you: "If you join others in worship with Allah, 
surely your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be 
among the losers."}^ 

This is like the Ayah: 

^ a 1 *., u L.n] 

4But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that 


1,1 At-Jabari 21:321. 

^ See At-Tabari, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Kafirun. 



they used to do would have been of no benefit to them.} (6:88). 

oij IQ* fi} 


iNay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful.} 

means, *you and those who follow you and believe in you 
should make your worship sincerely for All§h Alone, with no 
partner or associate.’ 




i/tjVfj *y3 j*- ^ L»jJi 


467. 77iey made nof a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him. And on the Day of Resurrection the whole of the earth 
will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up 
in His Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all 
that they associate as partners with Him!} 


The Idolators did not make a just Estimate of Allah such 
as is due to Him 

ial ijjji Cj} 

iThey made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him.} 

means, the idolators did not give Allah His due when they 
worshipped others alongside Him. He is the Almighty, and 
there is none mightier than Him; He is the One Who is able to 
do all things; He is the Owner of all things and everything is 
under His control and power. Mujahid said, “This was revealed 
concerning Quraysh.” As-Suddi said, “They did not venerate 
Him as He deserves to be venerated.” 111 Muhammad bin Ka*b 
said, “If they had made a just estimate of Allah such as is due 
to Him, they would not have lied.” ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

4 1 • Jifli i»jji l vf} 

iThey made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him.} 

m 


At-Tabari 21:321. 
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“These are the disbeliever who did not believe that Allah had 
power over them. Whoever believes that Allah is able to do all 
things, has made a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him, and whoever does not believe that, has not made a just 
estimate of Allah such as is due to Him.”! 1 * 

Many IJadiths have been narrated concerning this Ayah and 
how it and other Ayat like it are to be interpreted and 
accepted without any attempts to twist or change the meaning. 
Concerning the Ayah, 


iThey made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him.} 


Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “One of the rabbis came to the 
Messenger of Allah jg and said, ‘O Muhammad! We learn that 
Allah will put the heavens on one finger, the earths on one 
finger, the trees on one finger, the water and dust on one 
finger, and the rest of creation on one finger, then He will say: 
I am the King.’ The Messenger of Allah jg smiled so broadly 
that his molars could be seen, in confirmation of what the 
rabbi had said. Then the Messenger of Allah jg recited: 


•‘J-& Cf- Ifj'A Cj} 


4They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. 
And on the Day of Resurrection the whole of the earth will be 
grasped by His Hand}.’* 2 * 

Al-Bukhari also recorded this in other places of his Sahih. It 
was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and Muslim, and by At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasal in the (books of) Tafsir in their 
Sunans. 13 ' 


Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I heard 
the Messenger of Allah jg say: 


lit \ i) j2j pJ iCw £ UJDl ^j\ijj 


1,1 At-Tabari 21:321. 

121 Fath A l-Bari 8:412. 

131 Fath Al-Bari 13:404, Ahmad 1:429, Muslim 2147, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 9 :112 - 113, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:446. 
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«Allah will grasp the earth and roll up the heavens in His 
Right Hand, then He will say: "I am the King, where are the 
kings of the earth?" 


This version was recorded only by Al-Bukhari; Muslim 
recorded another version.^ 2 * 

Al-Bukhari also recorded from Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah jg said: 

fit I a- -i j Lj 0| D 

“.JJUlJI U1 ! J^ij i 4Lw 


olj4Zjl i i 


»Oh the Day of Resurrection, Allah, may He be blessed and 
exalted, will grasp the earth with one finger, and the heavens 
will be in His Right Hand, then He will say, "1 am the 
King."* i3] 

This version was also recorded by Al-Bukhari It is recorded 
that Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah jg recited this Ayah on the Minbar one 
day: 




' V .‘Is * 




iThey made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. 

On the Day of Resurrection the whole earth will be grasped by 
His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand. 
Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as 
partners with Him!} 

The Messenger of Allah gg said while moving his hand 
forward and backward: 


»m^]| uf i JlO u! ifl lit L>‘)\ 


o And the Lord will glorify Himself, saying "I am Compeller, I 
am the Proud, I am the King, I am tlte Mighty, I am the Most 


111 Fath Al-Bari 8:413. 
121 Muslim 4:2148. 

131 Fath Al-Bari 13:404. 






Generous ."» 

And the Minbar 
shook so much that 
we feared that the 
Messenger of Allah ^ 
would fall.” 1 '* This 
was also recorded by 
Muslim, An-NasaT 
and Ibn MajahJ 2 ' 


<4 o* 4 cfj? 

cP 4 lPJ 

^ *>5 « ^ p Si sfc 
*a p 

4^' Cjj 

*3Wj 

f3^. *5 <£ ^ f?S 

^ /• r < ^ |< ""T "t >' 

J*J “if ^ 07^ J 6 

t* j$ 


468. And (he Trumpet 
will be blown, and all 


wlw are in the heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, 
except him whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown another time, and 


behold they will be standing, looking on.} 


469. And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord, and the Book 
will be presented, and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought 
forward, and it will be judged between them with truth, and they will 
not be wronged.} 


470. And each person will be paid in full of what he did; and He is 
Best Aware of what they do.} 


111 Ahmad 2:72. 

* 2 * Muslim 4 :2148, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 4:400, Ibn Majah 2 :1429. 
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The Blast of the Trumpet, the Judgement and the 
Recompense 


Allah tells us about the terrors of the Day of Judgement, with 
its mighty signs and terrifying upheaval. 




4Amf the Trumpet will be blown and all who are in the heavens 
and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him 
whom Allah wills.} 

This will be the second trumpet-blast, which will cause people 
to die. By this trumpet-blast, everyone who is alive in the 
heavens and on earth will be caused to die, except for him 
whom Allah wills. Then the souls of the remaining creatures 
will be taken, until the last one to die will be the Angel of 
Death, and there will be left only the Ever Living, Eternal One, 
Who was there in the beginning and will be at the end, 
forever. He will say three times, 


i & & 

4*‘Whose is the kingdom this day?”}, then He will answer Himself: 


i”lt is Allah's , the One , the Irresistible!”} (40:16). 


1 am the One existing Alone, I subjugated all things and I 
decreed that all things must come to an end. 1 Then the first 
one to be brought back to life will be Israfil, and Allah will 
command him to sound the Trumpet again. This will be the 
third trumpet-blast, the trumpet-blast of Resurrection.^ Allah 
says: 




iThen it will be blown another time , and behold they will be 
standing, looking on} 


111 As explained earlier, the author has based his understanding of 
this point upon an unauthentic Hadith. The majority understand 
these Ay at and the authentic Hadith to imply two blasts of the Stir. 
Some of these narrations follow. 
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means, after they have been bones and dust, they will come 
alive, looking at the terrors of the Day of Resurrection. This is 
like the Ayat. 


\ + % ©ts* % u m 


iBnt it will be only a single Zajrdhf 1 when behold, they find 
themselves alive.} (79:13-14) 




iOn the Day when He will call you, and you will respond with 
His praise, and you will think that you have stayed (in this 
world) but a little while!} (17:52), and 






iAnd among His signs is tltat the heaven and the earth stand 
by His command. Then afterwards when He will call you by a 
single call, behold, you will come out from the earth > (30:25) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that a man said to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, 
may Allah be pleased with him, "You say that the Hour will 
come at such and such time.” He said, "I thought that I would 
not narrate to you anymore. All that I said was that after a 
little while you would see something of great importance.” 
Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah jgg said: 


JrfiM f-fc? 


*The Dajjal will merge in my Ummah and he will stay among 
them for forty .» 


I do not know whether he said forty days or forty months or 
forty years or forty nights. 


<y. j c*iJaJl aIJlp fif* If} ill 

tjr'l ifi 1 p 

juL* ^ jjA ja o IfC Uuj ^JU; iii p tojiap 

xf Js jl5 jf t ooJlS YJ jUjJ 5jS 


m 


See the Tafsir of Surat As-Saj^af [37:19|. 
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“Then Allah will send “Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, 
who resembles 'Urwah bin Mas'ud Ath-Thaqafi, and he will 
prevail. Allah will destroy him (the Dajjal), then after that 
mankind will live for seven years with no enmity between any 
two people. Then Allah will send a cool wind from the direction 
of Ash-Sham, which will take the soul of every person who has 
even a speck of faith in his heart; even if one of them were to be 
inside the heart of a mountain, it would enter upon himJ” 


He said, “I heard it from the Messenger of Allah jg: 

Tj >JI jU J ^6)1 

sSUi :Jj& Olkiil $ : Jl* V> 

J> p t lr-*~ 4^ jt 

4*0 j>- hjJj JjB 4 ^ 

- ‘y iiil 4il J-- 'y m pj i V] {yL 'j ^5 

jw Sllsf-l e - S a — jUju lILI JliJl jl - ^fai\ AjB \"faj> 

fk ^ \jli 4\ :Jli; ^ Lb/M jU 1$ ^>1 

4® 


“There will be left the most evil of people, as light as birds and 
with the hard hearts of wild predators. They will not recognize 
any good or denounce any evil. Then Shaytdn will appear to 
thetn and say, "Will you not obey me?" Then he will command 
them to worship idols and they will worship them. At that time 
they will have ample provision and a good standard of living. 
Then the Trumpet will be blown, and no one will hear it but he 
will tilt his head to listen. The first one to hear it will be a man 
who is filling his water trough, and he will die when he hears 
it. Then there will be no one left who has not died. Then Allah 
will send« - or - send down “rain like drizzle» - or - shade 
- An-Nu‘man [one of the narrators] was not sure of its 
wording «from which the bodies of the people will grow. Then 
the Trumpet will be blown once more, and they will be 
standing, looking on. Then it will be said, "O mankind, come 
to your Lord, iBut stop them, verily, they are to be 
questioned} (37:24). 

Then it will be said, 
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**—& ?4*~j :J1& :Jl» ‘j'lJl 4Jy \yr^ 


«" Send forth the people of Hell." It will be said, "How many?" 

It will said, "From every thousand, nine hundred and ninety- 
nine.” On that Day, children will be resurrected gray-haired, 
and on that Day the Shin will be laid fcare.®”* 1 * 

This was recorded by Muslim in his Safith.' 2 ' 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the Prophet jg said: 


«Between the two blasts, there will be only forty.* 

They said, “O Abu Hurayrah, forty days?” He, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “I do not know.” They said, “Forty 
years?” He said, “I do not know.” They said, “Forty months?” 
He said, “I do not know.” 


•JUJ! 4i>: «-* jjJi V*** ^1 C»uj's(l 0^ 


«£i;ety part o/rt man will disinegrate apart from the root of his 
backbone, and out of that lie will be created anew V 3 ' 


4And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord,} 

means, it will shine brightly on the Day of Resurrection when 
the Truth (Allah), may He be glorified and exalted, manifests 
Himself to His creation, to pass judgement. 

iand the Book will be presented }. Qatadah said, “The Book of 
deeds.”! 4 ' 


iand the Prophets will be brought forward,} 

111 Ahmad 2:166. 

121 Muslim 4:2257. 

131 Fath Al-Bari 8:414. 

[4) At-Tabari 21:335. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “They will 
bear witness against the nations, testifying that they conveyed 
the Message of Allah to them.” 11 ' 


iand the witnesses} means, witnesses from among the angels 
who record the deeds of all, good and evil alike. 




iand it will be judged between them with truth,} 
means, with justice. 


iand they will not be wronged.} Allah says: 

Sdk j£J2 5 ££$ &} 


iAnd We shall setup Balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in 
anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We 
will bring it. And Sufficient are We to take account.} (21:47) 




V'' 


3hij Jixii* v sil 


iSurely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of 
dust, but if there is any good (done), He doubles it, and gives 
from Him a great reward.} (4:40) 

Allah says: 

i<XLS 15 orjj“ $ eCsjj} 


iAnd each person will be paid in full of what he did;} 
meaning, of good and evil. 

ibjzx Uj j&l jjkj} 


iand He is Best Aware of what they do}. 



\ \S >T> S'* jts* 

CoCj Uj*U ijl Lr*-> 


<k ©*• i$&»} 


[11 


At-Jabari 21 :336. 
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471. And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups 
till when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened. And its 
keepers will say: "Did not the Messengers come to you from 
yourselves, reciting to you the Aydt of your Lord, and warning 
you of the meeting of this Day of yours?” They will say: 
"Yes," but the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers!} 

472. It will be said: "Enter you the gates of Hell, to abide 
therein. And what an evil abode of the arrogant!"} 


How the Disbelievers will be driven to Hell 

Allah tells us how the doomed disbeliever will be driven to Hell 
by force, with threats and warnings. This is like the Ayah: 

(»• <* • dt (y} 


iThe Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.} (52:13) 

which means, they will be pushed and forced towards it, and 
they will be extremely thirsty, as Allah says: 


<(§& Jl ji jia 0 


iThe Day We shall gather those who Itave Taqwd unto the 
Most Gracious, like a delegation. And We shall drive the 
criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state.} (19:85-86) 


When they are in that state, they will be blind, dumb and 
deaf, and some of them will be walking on their faces: 


>4 cX 


U£=> 





iand We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection 
on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode will be Hell; 
whenever it abates. We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire} [l7:97). 
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<ri// when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened.$ 

means, as soon as they arrive, the gates will be opened 
quickly, in order to hasten on their punishment. Then the 
keepers of Hell, who are stem angels, severe and strong, will 
say to them by way of rebuking and reprimanding: 

ipi *&> pX 

iDid not the Messengers come to you from yourselves 

meaning, ‘of your own kind, so that you could have spoken to 
them and learned from them,’ 

^reciting to you the Aydt of your Lord,$ 
means, ‘establishing proof against you that what they brought 
to you was true,’ 

iand warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours ?$ 
means, ‘warning you of the evil of this Day.’ The disbeliever 
will say to them: 


4Yes,$ meaning, they did come to us and warn us and 
establish proof and evidence against us,’ 


ibut the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers 


means, *but we rejected them and went against them, because 
we were already doomed, as it was decreed that we would be, 
because we had turned away from the truth towards 
falsehood.’ This is like the Ay at. 


'if % C <$ % ££ 2 $ $ % & ii '£> pt g £ J 

'JX j &Z& j) Od 4* 4 % & k & * 



iEvery time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: "Did 




no wamer come to you?" They will say: "Yes, indeed a wamer 
came to us, but we denied him and said: 'Allah never revealed 
anything; you are only in great error.'" And they will say: 
"Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not 
have been among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!"} (67:9-10) 

which means, they will feel regret and will blame themselves. 



iThen they will confess their sin. So, away with the dwellers of 
the blazing Fire!} (67:11) 

means, they are lost and doomed. 

Pp 4 $ 

ilt will be said (to them): "Enter you the gates of Hell, to 
abide therein..."} 

means everyone who sees them and the situation they are in, 
will testify that they deserve the punishment. These words are 
not attributed to any specific person, but they are said as an 
indication that the entire universe will bear witness that they 
deserve what they are suffering, in accordance with the 
judgement of the Most Just, the All-Knowing. Allah says: 

<Syfc»- -*-4*- Py 1 'jko' ^ 

4It will be said (to them): "Enter you the gates of Hell, to 
abide therein..."} 

meaning, ‘to stay there forever; you will never leave or depart.’ 

jp pj} 

}And (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!} 

means, “what an evil destiny and what an evil place to stay, 
because of your arrogance in this world and your refusal to 
follow the truth; this is what has led you to this, what an evil 
state and what an evil final destination!’ 


jja <4$ Pp, £y.t % &jr pjp 

tSji' fii * **+ & 'jlLij yi-*" t£> 
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473. And those who had Taqwa will be led to Paradise in 
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groups till when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and 
its keepers will say: "Saldm 'Alaykum (peace be upon you)! 

You have done well, so enter here to abide therein forever.”} 

474. And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah 
Who has fulfilled His promise to us and has made us inherit the 
land. We can dwell in Paradise where we will; how excellent a 
reward for the workers!"} 

The Believers will be taken to Paradise 

Here Allah tells us about the blessed believers, who will be 
taken to Paradise in groups, one group after another, starting 
with the best of them: those who are closest to Allah, then the 
most righteous, then the next best and the next best. Each 
group will be with others like them, Prophets with Prophets, 
the true believers with their peers, the martyrs with their 
counterparts, the scholars with their colleagues, every group 
composed of people of the same kind. 

4till when they reach it,} means, when they arrive at the gates of 
Paradise, after passing over the $irat, where they will be 
detained on a bridge between Paradise and Hell, and any 
injustices that existed between them in this world will be 
settled until they have all been purified from sin through this 
trial. Then permission will be granted for them to enter 
Paradise. 

It was recorded in the Hadith about the Trumpet that when 
the believers reach the gates of Paradise, they will consult one 
another as to who should ask permission for them to enter. 
They will ask Adam, then NQh, then Ibrahim, then Musa, then 
Isa, then Muhammad (may blessings and peace be upon 
them all). This is akin to what will happen in the arena of 
judgement, when they will ask for someone to intercede for 
them with Allah when He comes to pass judgement. This is to 
show the noble position of Muhammad % above the rest of 
mankind in all situations. 

In Sahih Muslim, it is reported that Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah said: 
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“/ will be the first intercessor in Paradise ,» |1) 
According to the wording of Muslim: 

* I .—> !j U i J 8 


«/ will be the first one to knock at the gates of Paradise .»* 2 * 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jgg said: 


- -UjO : J^iti : jjUJI ^ OH 

a OL j O-S/ V jl OL : — :Jli 


«/ toi// come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection 
and will ask Jbr it to be opened. The gatekeeper will say, "Who 
are you?" I will say "Muhammad." He will say, “I was told 
about you and that I was not to open the gate for anyone before 
you."»”* 3 * 


It was also recorded by Muslim.* 4 * 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jgg said: 


' ^ tj-HJl dJ f. -J \ ^Aj lyj J j 18 




ijjl 


t iJ1 oJjVl 

^ p 4 ~i ^ ^ (*^* ;05 


"77k yirsf group to enter Paradise will enter looking like the 
moon on the night when it is full. They will not spit there, or 
blow their noses, or defecate. Their vessels and combs will be of 
gold and silver, their censers will be of aloeswood and their 
sweat will be musk. Each of them will have two wives, the 
marrow of whose shin bones will be visible from beneath the 
skin because of their beauty. There will be no disputes between 
them and there will be no hatred; their hearts will be as if one 

111 Muslim 1:188. 

* 2 ' Muslim 1:188. 

* 3 * Ahmad 2:163. 

141 Muslim 1:188. 
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heart. They will glorify Allah morning and evening 

This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.* 2 * 

Al-Hafiz Abu Yala recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah si said: 


t'y* ‘jj?* .r^* ;jj~* 

'jj njjLfj 'ij t j j^yCj Yj t j_>J yi Y ^ f* - 1 -'* 

JyL- ‘jrf** ->>***' 




aThe first group to enter Paradise will look like the moon on the 
night when it is full. They will be followed by a group which 
looks like the brightest star shining in the sky. They will not 
urinate or defecate or spit or blow their noses. Their combs will 
be of gold, their sweat will be musk and their censers will be of 
aloeswood. Their wives will be Al-Hur Al-'Iyn, and they will 
all look the same, as if they are one person in the image of their 
father Adam, sixty cubits ta//.»”* 3 * 


They [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] also produced this from the 
Hadith of Jabir.* 4 * 

It was reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah Si said: 

UIJ fJl\ SJLi 1 j J+byrj i U)1 f-® i v*j irt Zi%}\ 

«jjdl 


•A group of my Ummah, seventy tlwusand, will enter Paradise 
with their faces shining like the moon on the night when it is 
full.* 

‘Ukkashah bin Mihsan stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, pray to Allah to make me one of them.’ He said, 

&Jr\ 

* l * Ahmad 2:316. 

121 Path Al-Bari 6 :367, Muslim 4:2180. 

131 Abu Yala 10:470. 

* 4 * Fath Al-Bari 4:417, Muslim 4:2179. 
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*0 Allah, make him one of them . b 

Then one of the Ansar stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, pray to Allah to make me one of them.’ He said, 


»Ukkashah has beaten you to it.*" 

This was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim). 111 

This Hadith - about the seventy thousand who will enter 
Paradise without being brought to account - was also recorded 
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, Imran bin Husayn, Ibn 
Mas*ud, Rifa'ah bin ‘Arabah Al-Juhani and Umm Qays bint 
Mihsan — may Allah be pleased with them all — and also from 
Abu HSzim from Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with 
them, who said that the Messenger of Allah ^ said: 


•jti' & 'p££j > 


a Seventy thousand or seven hundred thousand of my Ummah 
will surely enter Paradise, holding on to one another, such that 
the first and last of them will enter Paradise together, with their 
faces looking like the moon on the night when it is full. b”* 21 


24 is & 6) g .) 



4 till when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and its 
keepers will say: “Salam ‘Alaykum (peace be upon you)! You 
have done well, so enter here to abide therein forever. 

This is a conditional sentence that is not complete. What it 
implies is that when they come to the gates of Paradise the 
gates will be opened for them as a sign of honor, and the 
angelic gatekeepers will meet them with glad tidings, greetings 
of peace and praise. Unlike the gatekeepers of Hell who will 
meet the disbelievers with rebuke and reprimand, the believers 
will be filled with happiness and joy, each according to his 

111 Fath Al-B&ri 11:413, Muslim 1:197. 

^ Fath Al-B&ri 11:414, Muslim 1:197. 




Sur^t_39_ : _Az = ZumgrJ73j L 74)^Pa]±24l 


433 


degree of luxury and delights. What happens after this is not 
mentioned; it is left for the imagination to think of its dearest 
wishes and be filled with hope. It is known from the Sa.hih 
Hadiths that Paradise has eight gates. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 


isjyj ^>\y\ It ji)l J, aJU It JJrjj Jit 

^ ItJ i'k*al\ JaI j* i)l£ ‘ 

olf»Jl ^ if:* 2*4*3' jii It ^ 0*J ly. SxSdl 

* l • x > « * 

^ It jit j* j\S Itj 


o Whoever spends a pair of something from his wealth for the 
sake of Allah, will be called from the gates of Paradise. Paradise 
has (several) gates. Whoever is among the people of prayer, will 
be called from the gate of Prayer; whoever is among the people 
of charity, will be called from the gate of Charity; whoever is 
among the people of Jihad, will be called from the gate of Jihad; 
whoever is among the people of fasting, will be called from the 
Gate of Ar-Rayydny 


Abu Bakr said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, it does not matter 
from which gate one is called, but will anyone be called from 
all of them?’ He gj said, 

• i* : i< ! ( * « xC 

o\ yrjh ^(*-*-* 8 


«Yes, and I hope that you will be one of them .«"**• 


Something similar was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim. 121 

It was reported from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Messenger of AMh jg said: 


vj ;Ui; v i oi^i i£. !>£ 1^13:1 tiUi aLJi j > !>p 


«1« Paradise there are eight gates; one of them is called Ar- 
Rayyan, and no one will enter it except those who /flsf.B”* 3 * 

In Sahih Muslim, it is recorded that TJmar bin Al-Khattab, may 


111 Ahmad 2:268. 

121 Path Al-Bari 4:133, Muslim 2 :711. 
131 Fath Al-BQri 6:378, Muslim 2:808. 
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Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jg 
said: 


iij V M p j\ - jp jif U» 

j* j4i; &ji 4^1 Jj vLaJ vi ^ liui 0 I 3 vi 

«IA Lfcf 


‘There is no one among you who performs Wudu' and does it 
well, or - amply then he says: "I testify that there is none 
worthy of worship except AllSh and that Muhammad is His 
servant and Messenger," but the eight gates of Paradise will be 
opened for him and he will enter through whichever one he 
wishes .n”* 1 ' 


The Width of the Gates of Paradise 


We ask Allah to make us among its people. In the Two Sahihs, 
it is reported from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, in the lengthy Ftadlth about intercession (that the 
Prophet jg said): 


<Xe- s-'LLj*- V j* j t iju >Ji U : ^JLiJ Jill J 

Li uj I o-ilj Juj -» ^fl^Sfl ^Ul t\S^ ^ 

, *■+ * * * * ^ ^ • • 

j>%&j jjj; UX) i^llll Li ojl j •*» -11 


„ > - • »' 




«Allah will say: "O Muhammad, admit those of your Ummah 
wlw are not to be brought to account, through tire right-hand 
gate, and they will be counted among those who will enter from 
other gates as well." By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of 
Muhammad, the distance between the two gateposts of the gates 
of Paradise is like the distance between Makkah and Hajar - or 
Hajar and Makkah j" 

According to another report: 

«between Makkah and Busra .» |2 ’ 

It was recorded in Sahih Muslim from TJtbah bin Ghazwan 
that (the Prophet jg) gave them a speech in which he told 


m Muslim 1:209. 

121 Fath Al-B&ri 8:247, Muslim 1:184. 
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them that the distance between the two gateposts of Paradise 
was the distance of a forty-year journey, but there would come 
a day when they would be packed with crowds of people. 11 ' 
Allah says, 


421 


iand its keepers will say: "Saldm ‘Alaykum (peace be upon 
you)! You have done well,"} 

meaning, “your deeds and words were good, and your efforts 
were good, and your reward is good.’ The Messenger of Allah 
issued commands during some of his military campaigns 
that it should be shouted out to the Muslims: 




ijljj SEspJl j[B 


a No one enters Paradise except a Muslim soub or, according 
to one report, believing soh/.»”' 2 ' 

Allah says, 

4U£L 


iso enter here to abide therein forever.} means, to dwell therein, 
never seeking any change. 

4)2) LiH } 

4And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah 
Who has fulfilled His promise to us..."} 

means, when the believers see the great reward and splendors, 
blessing and grand generosity, they will say, 

4',2> && 4 $ k 


4AU the praises and thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His 
promise to us} 


meaning, ‘the promise which He made to us through His 
Messengers who called us to this in the world.’ 


62 f iZiji ' f s if. uljij C Cj} 


40ur Lord! Grant us what You promised unto us through 


111 Muslim 4:2278. 

121 Fath Al-Bari 11:385. 
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Your Messengers and disgrace us not on the Day of 
Resurrection, for You never break (Your) promised 3:194), 



iand they will say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
Who has guided us to this, and never could we have found 
guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us! Indeed, the 
Messengers of our Lord came with the truth."} (7:43), and 


X x& #2 % aif A J3I $ ij} 

^ bt 


iAnd they will say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah 
Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, our Lord is indeed 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (good deeds). Who, 
out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last forever, 
where toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us."} 
(35:34-35) 


iUdX £ j# 


£3 


<zs\ 






iand has made us inherit (this) land. We can dwell in Paradise 
where we will; how excellent a reward for the (pious) workers!} 

Abu Al-Aliyah, Abu Salih, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd 
said, “This means the land of Paradise.” 111 This is like the 
Ayah: 




iAnd indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr 
that My righteous servants shall inherit the land.} l2] (21:105) 


they will say: 


fits 






iWe can dwell in Paradise where we will} 

meaning, “wherever we want, we can settle; how excellent a 
reward for our efforts.’ 


m Al-Qurtubi 15:287. 

I 2 ' See volume six, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiy&’ (21:105). 
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In the Two Sahihs, it 
was reported in the 
story of the Mi'raj 
which was narrated 
by Anas bin Malik, 
may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the 
Prophet ^ said: 

Lf;l jJ tjJjJJI 

nJuJl 

«/ was admitted into 
Paradise where I saw 
that its domes were 
pearls and its soil was 
musky* 1 * 

ot isjjt 

A 5^3. &■ 

Jj> (p-^ (4P 

& 

475. And you 
will see the angels surrounding the Throne from all round, 
glorifying the praises of their Lord. And they will be judged 
with truth. And it will be said, “All the praises and thanks be 
to Allah, the Lord of all that exits."} 

Allah tells us how He will pass judgement on the people of 
Paradise and Hell, and put each of them in the place fitting for 
him and for which he is suited; this is justice from Him and He 
is never unjust. Then He tells us of His angels who surround 
His majestic Throne, glorifying the praises of their Lord, 
extolling and magnifying Him, and declaring Him to be above 
any shortcomings or injustice whatsoever, for He has passed 
judgement in the fairest and most just manner. He says: 


J 




' Ji <J/J 




mm m 



at 

jsS$0 v lieofcj33 

Ljj \ c- jlj. 


111 FatljAl-Bari 11:547, Muslim 1:148. 
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iAnd they will be judged} meaning, all of creation. 

iwith truth.} Then He says: 

Ci! ,4 aif 

^.And it will be said, "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exits."} 

meaning, all of creation, whether animate or inanimate, will 
speak words of praise to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, for 
His wisdom and justice. These words are not attributed to any 
specific speaker, which indicates that the whole of creation will 
testify to His praise. Qatadah said, “Allah began His creation 
with praise, as He said, 

Lfjlt Ju ^L\} 


4AU praises and thanks be to Allah, Wfio created the heavens 
and the earth} (6:1). 


and He ended it with praise, as He says: 


^ Jjj (j^ ^ 


iAnd they will be judged with truth. And it will be said, "All 
the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that 


m 


Al-Tabari 21:344. 
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The Tafslr of Surah Ghafir 1 ' 
(Chapter - 40) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of the Surahs that begin with Ha Mim 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Everything 
has an essence and the essence of the Qur’an is the family of 
Ha Mim,” or he said, “the Ha Mims.”' 2 ' Mis'ar bin Kidam said, 
“They used to be called the brides’.”* 3 * All of this was recorded 
by the the Imam, great scholar, Abu TJbayd Al-Qasim bin 
Sallam, may Allah have mercy upon him, in his book Fada’il 
Al-Qur’an.W 

Humayd bin Zanjuyah narrated that ‘Abdullah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The parable of the Qur’an is that of a 
man who sets out to find a place for his family to stay, and he 
comes to a place where there is evidence of rainfall. While he 
is walking about, admiring it, he suddenly comes upon 
beautiful gardens. He says, 1 liked the first traces of rainfall, 
but this is far better.’ It was said to him. The first place is like 
the Qur’an, and these beautiful gardens are like the splendor 
of family of Ha Mim in relation to the rest of the Qur’an’.” This 
was recorded by Al-Baghawi.' 5 * Ibn Mas'Qd, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “When I reach the family of Ha Mim, it 
is like reaching a beautiful garden, so I take my time.”* 6 * 

P * -H 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

*** This Surah is also known as Al-Mu’min. 

* 2 > Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :268. 

* 3 * Al-Qurtubi 15:288. 

' 4| pp. 137, 138. 

* 5 * Al-Baghawi 4:90. 

* 6 * Al-Baghawi 4:90. 
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transgression and prefers the life of this world, who stubbornly 
turns away from the commands of Allah and commits sin. This 
is like the Ayah: 


jv? $ 4s % 




^Declare unto My servants that truly I am the Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most-Merciful. And that My torment is indeed the most 
painful torment.} (15:49-50). 

These two attributes (mercy and punishment) are often 
mentioned together in the Qur’an, so that people will remain 
in a state of both hope and fear. 


ithe Bestower.} Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “This means He is Generous and Rich (Independent of 
means).” 111 The meaning is that He is Most Generous to His 
servants, granting ongoing blessings for which they can never 
sufficiently thank Him. 



4& 


4And if you would count the favors of Allah, never could you 
be able to count them...} (16:18). 


*1 % 1 } 


4La ilaha ilia Huwa} means, there is none that is equal to Him 
in all His attributes; there is no God or Lord besides Him. 


}to Him is the final return.} means, all things will come back to 
Him and He will reward or punish each person according to his 
deeds. 


}and He is Swift at reckoning} (13:41). 

(*4-G 4 \ yi \f4 "^J 14 

Si gy 


m 


At-Tabari 21:351. 
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cgjjl j y ci> lill'jSj |^5>ylig * iJ^kJ (jil 4j 

4^# 4^ ^ E2T 


44. None disputes in the Ayat of Allah but those who 
disbelieve. So let not their ability of going about here and there 
through the land (for their purposes) deceive you!} 

45. The people of bliih and the groups after them denied before 
these; and every nation plotted against their Messenger to seize 
him, and disputed by means of falsehood to refute therewith the 
truth. So I seized them, and how was My punishment!} 

46. Thus has the Word of your Lord been justified against those 
who disbelieved, that they will be the dwellers of the Fire.} 


One of the Attributes of the Disbelievers is That they 
dispute the Ayat of Allah - and The Consequences of 
that 

Allah tells us that no one rejects or disputes His signs after 
clear proof has come, 


ibut those xvho disbelieve}, i.e., those who reject the signs of Allah 
and His proof and evidence. 


4So let not their ability of going about here and there through 
the land deceive you!} 

means, their wealth and luxurious life. This is like the Ayah: 




^ ±4 {£ 4 v} 


iLet not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers 
throughout the land deceive you. A brief enjoyment; then, their 
ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for rest.} 
(3:196-197) 




4 We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall 
oblige them to (enter) a great torment.} (31:24). 
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Then Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad jg for the 
rejection of his people. He tells him that he has an example in 
the Prophets who came before him, may the blessings and 
peace of Allah be upon them all, for their nations disbelieved 
them and opposed them, and only a few believed in them. 

4The people o/Niih denied before these;} 

Nuh was the first Messenger whom Allah sent to denounce 
and forbid idol worship. 

}and the groups after them} means, from every nation. 

iand every (disbelieving) nation plotted against their Messenger 
to seize him,$ 

means, they wanted to kill him by any means possible, and 
some of them did kill their Messenger. 

iand disputed by means of falsehood to refute therewith the 
truth.$ 

means, they came up with specious arguments with which to 
dispute the truth which was so plain and clear. 



}So I seized them ^ means, 1 destroyed them, because of the sins 
they committed.’ 

4 yla* of S&} 


4and how was My punishment!} means, “how have you heard 
that My punishment and vengeance was so severe and painful.’ 
Qatadah said, “It was terrible, by Allah.”* 11 



iThus has the Word of your Lord been justified against those 
who disbelieved, that they will be the dwellers of the Fire.} 


m 


At-Tabari 21:353. 
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. /?/ ^ # v Yxi / » 

| *<*?''> ^w'' ' *'-* \ 

<j\^jLk*5'^'yb 




^Jjajj a<c£C 'j>^>/jS&j* 0 
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means, 'just as the 
Word of punishment 
was justified against 
those of the past 
nations who 
disbelieved, so too is 
it justified against 
these disbelievers who 
have rejected you and 
gone against you, O 
Muhammad, and it is 
even more justified 
against them, because 
if they have 
disbelieved in you, 
there is no certainty 
that they will believe 
in any other Prophet.’ 
And Allah knows best. 

*&y- <S*j i£3' oJA ^ 


o&gj pry of*~> 

CS \JS£ Soil 

} ’J- j^=* &«£ 


$ om. &j l| ji^} ^ 

^ f£;y&< & A r*a& r*£’ : » " P&* 

4C|*>-s^ 3*$ ^±4*j y^j» <>*S 


47 . Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those 
around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, 
and ask forgiveness for those who believe (saying): "Our Lord! 
You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive 
those who repent and follow Your way, and save them from the 
torment of the blazing Fire!} 

48. Our Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eternal) 
Cardens which you have promised them - and to the righteous 
among their fathers, tlteir wives, and their offspring! Verily, 
You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.} 
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49. And save them from the sins, and whomsoever You save 
from the sins that Day, him verily, You have taken into 
mercy." And that is the supreme success.} 

The Bearers of the Throne praise Allah and pray for 
forgiveness for the Believers 

Allah tells us that the angels who are close to Him, the 
bearers of the Throne, and the angels who are around Him - 
all glorify the praises of their Lord. They combine glorification 
( Tasbih ) which implies that He is free of any shortcomings, 
with praise ( Tahmid) which is an affirmation of praise. 

i-a &£j} 

iand believe in Him,} means, they humbly submit themselves 
before Him. 

4 !£*'* SyJJ of/dillj} 

4and ask forgiveness for those who believe} 

means, for those among the people of earth who believe in the 
Unseen. Allah commanded that His angels who are close to 
Him should pray for the believers in their absence, so it is a 
part of the angels’ nature that they say Amin when a believer 
prays for his brother in his absence. In Sahih Muslim it says: 

ctij IjA : iio jii wiii j£u jLuih us iii» 

“When a Muslim prays for his brother in his absence, the angel 
says, 'Amin, and may you have something similar to if'.H** 

Shahr bin Hawshab said, “The bearers of the Throne are eight; 
four of them say, ‘Glory and praise be to You, O Allah, to You 
be praise for Your forebearance after Your knowledge.’ Four of 
them say, ‘Glory and praise be to You, O Allah, to You be 
praise for Your forgiveness after Your power.’ When they pray 
for forgiveness for those who believe, they say: 

4tLj &,} 

4Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and 
knowledge,} 


* 1 * Muslim 4:2094. 
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40»r Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eternal) Cardens 
which you have promised them - and to the righteous among 
their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, You are 
the Almighty, the All-Wise. 


Mutarrif bin ‘Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhlr said, “The most 
sincere of the servants of Allah towards the believers are the 
angels.” Then he recited this Ayah: 


Of} 


4Our Lord! And make tliem enter the 'Adn (Eternal) Paradises 
which you have promised them} 

He then said, “The most treacherous of the servants of Allah 
towards the believers are the Shayatinff 2 * 


4You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.} 

means, “the One Whom none can resist or overwhelm; what 
You will happens and what You do not will does not happen; 
You are Wise in all that You say and do, in all that You 
legislate and decree.’ 

4And save them from the sins,} means, the actions and the 
consequences. 

4y-sv* $ cAj} 


iand whomsoever You save from the sins that Day,} 
means, the Day of Resurrection, 

DU} 


}him verily. You have taken into mercy.} 

means, ‘You have protected him and saved him from 
punishment.’ 


111 At-Tabari 21:357. 
121 Al-Qurtubi 15:295. 
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4And that is the supreme success.} 
ji it ’pCl 3 & dJJ \& <Z$ l\} 

i&l j*i Li/cS i^jjt tV.ijJj yClSI tIS |jSli 
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410. Those who disbelieve will be addressed: "Indeed, Allah's 
aversion was greater towards you than your aversion toward 
yourselves, when you were called to the Faith but you used to 
refuse.”} 

411. They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die 
twice, and You have given us life twice! Now we confess our 
sins, then is there any way to get out?"} 

412. (It will be said): "This is because, when Allah Alone was 
invoked, you disbelieved; but when partners were joined to 
Him, you believed! So the judgement is only with Allah, the 
Most High, the Most Great!"} 

413. It is He Who shows you His Aydt and sends down 
provision for you from the sky. And none remembers but those 
who turn in repentance.} 

414. So, call you upon Allah making religion sincerely for 
Him, however much the disbelievers may hate.} 


The Regret of the Disbelievers after They enter Hell 

Allah tells us that the disbelievers will feel regret on the Day of 
Resurrection, when they enter Hell and sink in the agonizing 
depth of fire. When they actually experience the unbearable 
punishment of Allah, they will hate themselves with the 
utmost hatred, because of the sins they committed in the past, 
which were the cause of their entering the Fire. At that point 
the angels will tell them in a loud voice that Allah’s hatred 
towards them in this world, when Faith was offered to them 
and they rejected it, is greater than their hatred towards 
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themselves in this situation. Qatadah said, concerning the 
Ayah: 




ilndeed, Allah's aversion was greater towards you than your 
aversion toward yourselves, when you were called to the Faith 
but you used to refuse 


“Allah’s hatred for the people of misguidance - when Faith is 
presented to them in this world, and they turn away from it 
and refuse to accept it - is greater than their hatred for 
themselves when they see the punishment of Allah with their 
own eyes on the Day of Resurrection.”* 11 This was also the 
view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Dharr bin 
TJbaydullah Al-Hamdani, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari, may Allah have mercy on them all. 121 







iThey will say : "Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, 
and You have given us life twice 


Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Ishaq from Abu Al-Ahwas from 
Ibn Mas*ftd, may Allah be pleased with him: “This Ayah is like 
the Ayah: 





iHow can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead 
and He gave you life. Then He will give you death, then again 
will bring you to life and then unto Him you will 
return .y’(2:28f ] 

This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah 
and Abu Malik.* 4 * This is undoubtedly the correct view. What 
is meant by all of this is that when they are standing before 
Allah in the arena of Resurrection, the disbelievers will ask to 
go back, as Allah says: 


111 At-Tabari 21 :359. 

* 2 * At-Tabari 21 :358, 359. 
131 At-Tabari 21 :360. 

* 4 * At-Tabari 21:360. 
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jjLu 1 Zj j-trt-J |VfrJv jj. Ef/j j[)} 


iAnd if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their 
heads before their Lord (saying): "Our Lord! We have now seen 
and heard, so send u$ back, that we will do righteous good 
deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty."} (32:12), 


However, they will get no response. Then when they see the 
Fire and they are held over it and they look at the 
punishments therein, they will ask even more fervently than 
before to go back, but they will get no response. Allah says: 


S. uj 0& ~ij i/i &L ijllsi M je ijij) i) T&} ff} 

pu # a !»w \& % h os w 6 A «s 


ilf you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: "Would that we were but sent back (to the 
world)! Then we would not deny the Aydt of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them 
what they had been concealing before. But if they were 
returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars.} (6:27-28). 


When they actually enter Hell and have a taste of its heat, 
hooked rods of iron and chains, their plea to go back will be 
at its most desperate and fervent: 


U Lks> i£jj' UthC» fLju p)} 

U-* (j* A-i 


^Therein they will cry: “Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do 
righteous good deeds, not that we used do." (Allah will reply): 
"Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever 
would receive admonition could receive it? And the wamer 
came to you. So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is no 
helper."} (35:37) 


jj * .dtS ^ tjj \ij& ,jl» ^ 


}Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), 
then indeed we shall be wrongdoers." He (Allah) will say: 
"Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!} 
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(23:108). 

According to this Ayah, they will speak more eloquently, and 
they will introduce their plea with the words: 

tiil 

iOur Lord! You have made ws to die twice, and You have 
given us life twice!} 


meaning, 'by Your almighty power, You have brought us to life 
after we were dead, then You caused us to die after we were 
alive; You are able to do whatever You will. We confess our 
sins and admit that we wronged ourselves in the world,’ 


4then is there any way to get out?} means, “will You answer our 
prayer to send us back to the world, for You are able to do that, 
so that we might do deeds different from those which we used 
to do? Then if we go back to our former ways, we will indeed be 
wrongdoers.’ The response will be: There is no way for you to 
go back to the world.’ Then the reason for that will be given: 
Tour nature will not accept the truth and be governed by it, 
you would reject it and ignore it.’ Allah says: 



& rij.1 


4(It will be said): "This is because, when Allah Alone was 
invoked (in worship), you disbelieved; but when partners were 
joined to Him, you believed!"} 

meaning, ‘if you were to go back, this is how you would be.’ 
This is like the Ayah: 


4S &£! iz £ 0 W3 ft %} 


4But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly 
revert to that when they were forbidden. And indeed they are 
liars} (6:28). 


4j£S\ £!f k ><£&} 

4So the judgement is only with Allah, the Most High, the 
Most Great!} 

means, He is the Judge of His creation, the Just Who is never 
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unjust. He guides whomsoever He wills and sends astray 
whomsoever He wills; He has mercy on whomsoever He wills and 
punishes whomsoever He wills; there is no God except Him. 

ilt is He Who shows you His Aydt} 

means, He demonstrates His power to His servants through 
the mighty signs which they see in His creation, above and 
below, which indicate the perfection of its Creator and 
Originator. 

*X ii!' 'j> f 3 -LXjfa} 

iand sends down provision for you from the sky.} 

this refers to rain, through which crops and fruits are brought 
forth, which with their different colors, tastes, fragrances and 
forms are a sign of the Creator. It is one kind of water, but by 
His great power He makes all these things different. 

4And none remembers £ means, no one learns a lesson or is 
reminded by these things, or takes them as a sign of the might 
of the Creator, 

ibut those who turn in repentance.} which means, those who have 
insight and turn to Allah, may He be blessed and exalted. 

The Believers are commanded to worship Allah Alone no 
matter what Their Circumstances 

4^560 •/ JJ ourf a 

iSo, call you upon Allah making religion sincerely for Him, 
however much the disbelievers may hate.} 

This means, worship Allah and call upon Him alone in all 
sincerity. Do not be like the idolators in conduct and beliefs. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that after ending every prayer, 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr used to say: “There is no (true) God 
except Allah Alone with no partner or associate, His is the 
dominion and praise, for He is able to do all things; there is 
no strength and no power except with Allah; there is no (true) 
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God except Allah and 
we worship none but 
Him; to Him belongs 
the blessings and the 
virtue and good 
praise; there is no 
(true) God except 
Allah, we worship 
Him in all sincerity 
even though the 
disbelievers may hate 
that." He said, “The 
Messenger of Allah jg 
used to say Tahiti 
with this after every 
prayer.”* 1 * Something 
similar was also 
recorded by Muslim, 
Abu Dawud and An- 
Nasal.* 2 * 

It was reported in 
Sahih from Ibn Az- 
Zubayr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, 
that the Messenger of 
Allah jg used to say 
the following after the prescribed (obligatory) prayers: 


Jr 


mm 

. Vv- r ,> 


tM 


wm 


Co l£jJ 

j <. ASJ -i »uOJ y (3>J L 4ji y 

is {j^y& l/*J ' <s c^V I 

^ 

V J * ^ ^ ||p 

i&i&k 

(ip 


js ^ ^ ciuii i \j iiUii ij i3 Jj ijl i ljJ-j i.i ni i\ v» 
3j liilsi iiCj j£J ij i«ti vi yi n nj $ y; j> n 
•Sj^itsGi;/ # ^jji iJ 5ii v s ! aj v i ijj 


'‘There is no (true) God except Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, His is the dominion and praise, for He is able to do 
all things; there is no strength and no power except with 
Allah; there is no (true) God except Allah and we worship none 

*** Ahmad 4:4. Tahiti is to say, “La ilaha illalldh" or its like in 
meaning. 

* 2 * Muslim 1:416, Abu Dawud 2:173, An-Nasal 3:78, 79. 
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thousand year long journey and its height above the seventh 
earth is the distance of a fifty thousand years long journey. 


4‘HQ: lx 0 * & ‘lP lx [p' P0 


}He sends the revelation of His command to any of His 
servants He wills,} 


This is like the Ayat. 

iji V j«3 Itlii J at J* q)\ 4/J^ 


}He sends down the angels with the Riih (revelation) of His 
command to whom of His servants He wills (saying): “Warn 
mankind that none has the right to be worshipped but I, so have 
Taqwa of Me."} (16:2), and 


^ jPa. tie of * Jp if}} 


}And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of all that exits, 
Which the trustworthy Riih (Jibril) has brought down Upon 
your heart that you may be (one) of the wamers.} (26:192- 
194) 

Allah says: 

fj? 1>P{} 


ithat he may warn (men) of the Day of Mutual Meeting.} 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The Day of 
Mutual Meeting is one of the names of the Day of Resurrection, 
of which Allah warns His servants.”* 1 ' That is the Day when 
everyone will find out about his deeds, good and bad. 


y liiif. p 0 


}The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be 
hidden from Allah.} 


means, they will all appear in the open, with nothing to give 
them shelter or shade, or cover them. Allah says: 


ite $ $ & * U* p 0 


111 At-Tabari 21:364. 
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4The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be 
hidden from Allah.} 

meaning, everything will be equally known to Him. 


iWhose is the kingdom this Day? It is Allah's, the One, the 
Irresistible!} 


We have already mentioned the Hadith of Ibn Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that Allah will roll up the heavens 
and the earth in His Hand and will say, 


ib/jCzd i *j,\ uf iiiuii iJti 




«"/ am the King, I am the Compeller, I am the Proud, where 
are the kings of the earth? Where are the tyrants? Wliere are 
the proud?"* 1 " 

In the Hadith about the Trumpet, it says that Allah will take 
the souls of all of His creatures, and there will be none left 
but Him Alone, with no partner or associate. Then He will say, 
“Whose is the kingdom today?” three times, and He will 
answer Himself by saying, 


4It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible !}W meaning, He is the 
Only One Who has subjugated all things. 


& d>l XL o-i jT csj4 


iThis Day shall every person be recompensed for what he 
earned. This Day no injustice (slmll be done to anybody). 
Truly, Allah is swift in reckoning.} 

Here Allah tells us of His justice when He judges between His 
creation; He does not do even a speck of dust’s weight of 
injustice, whether it be for good or for evil. For every good 
deed He gives a tenfold reward and for every bad deed He 
gives recompense of one bad deed. Allah says: 


111 FathAl-Bari 8:413, Muslim no. 7051, At-Tabari 21:327. 
At-Tiwal p. 270. This is a lengthy text which is not authentic. 
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iThis Day no injustice (shall be done to anybody).} 

It was reported in Sahxh Muslim from Abu Dharr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah (Sr said that 
Allah said: 


J! - ip'iL : * ^ ci^-3 ^ pill Ji &K* u» 

jl s-j t L*Lj j 1 ^6 ISSJ U ~ Jti ji 

Vj ~iy* fo. »lU> 3^ i JliJj jLj Sul x L >%A» I jj— 


«"0 My servants, I have forbidden injustice for Myself, and 
made it unlawful for you, so do not commit injustice to one 
another ..."a up to: «"0 My servants, these are your deeds, I 
record them for you then I will recompense you for them. 
Whoever finds something good, let him give praise to Allah, 
and whoever finds something other than that, let him blame no 
one but himself ."a* 11 




c i-r 



► 


iTruly, Allah is swift in reckoning.} means, He will bring all His 
creation to account as if He is bringing just one person to 
account. This is like the Ayah: 

<*■> ji- -5) j&i a -p& o 

$The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only 
as a single person} (31:28). 


4And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an 
eye.} (54:50) 


> fst" oi u ji iifih £j> 

j x, <j»JL Suij b> ^ijcSfl (Jbu 

d&t t 'if i M\ 'A -1\ 1.\ AAK sr V.A 


418. And warn them of the Day that is drawing near, when 


Muslim 4:1994. 
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places.” 111 This was also the view of Ikrimah, As-Suddi and 
others. 


iKdzimin} means silent, for no one will speak without His 
permission: 


i:pfc % 3 oil * % v h $ g $} 


4 The Day that Ar-Ruh (]ibril) and the angels will stand forth 
in rows, they will not speak except him whom the Most 
Gracious allows, and he will speak what is right.} (78:38). 

Ibn Jurayj said: 


iKazimin} “It means weeping.” 121 


<£& C} 

iThere will be no friend, nor an intercessor for the wrongdoers, 
who could be given heed to.} 

means, those who wronged themselves by associating others in 
worship with Allah, will have no relative to help them and no 
intercessor who can plead on their behalf; all means of good 
will be cut off from them. 

Cj gi\ 

iAllah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts 
conceal.} 

Allah tells us about His complete knowledge which 
encompasses all things, great and small, major and minor, so 
that people will take note that He knows about them and they 
will have the proper sense of shyness before Allah. They will 
pay attention to the fact that He can see them, for He knows 
the fraud of the eyes, even if the eyes look innocent, and He 
knows what the hearts conceal. Ad-Dahhak said: 

111 Af-Tabari 21:368. 

121 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:281. 
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ithe fraud of the eyes,) “A wink and a man saying that he has 
seen something when he has not seen it, or saying that he has 
not seen it when he did see it.”* 11 Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “Allah knows when the eye looks at 
something, whether it wants to commit an act of betrayal or 
not.”* 2 ' This was also the view of Mujahid and Qat&dah. 131 Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, commented on the 
Ayah: 

Jf Jfc 

iand all that the breasts conceal.)“He knows, if you were able to, 
whether you would commit Zina with a woman or not.”* 4 ' As- 
Suddi said: 

i -AliJt K) 

iand all that the breasts conceal.) meaning, of insinuating 
whispers. 

‘dj) 

iAnd Allah judges with truth,) means, He judges with justice. Al- 
A'mash narrated from Said bin Jubayr from Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that this Ayah means: “He is able to 
reward those who do good with good and those who do evil with 
evil.” 151 

ij^if ji.* j* iil l>\) 

iCertainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) 

This is how it was interpreted by Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him. This is like the Ayah: 

ijj' i off 

ithat He may requite those who do evil with that which they 
have done, and reward those who do good, with what is best) 
(53:31). 

111 Al-Qurtubi 15:303. 

121 At-Tabari 21:369. 

131 At-Tabari 21:370. 

141 At-Tabari 21:369. 

151 At-Tabari 21:369. 
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iwhile those to whom they invoke besides Him,} 
means, the idols and false gods, 


4 cannot judge anything.} means, they do not possess anything 
and they cannot judge anything. 

r oj^ 

4 Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the Ail-Seer.} 

means, He hears all that His creatures say and He knows all 
about them, so He guides whomsoever He wills and sends 
astray whomsoever He wills. And He judges with perfect justice 
in all of that. 


jU \y& J-fLj oi \y£ cM o? 42" Jfjji 4 

Jj-Vt. CSji /Oj iii ji> \ ^ 




.lUi 


421 . Have /hey no/ traveled in the land and seen what was the 
end of those who were before them? They were superior to them 
in strength, and in the traces in the land. But Allah seized 
them with punishment for their sins. And none had they to 
protect them from Allah.} 

422. That was because there came to them their Messengers 
with clear evidences but they disbelieved (in them). So Allah 
seized thetn. Verily, He is All-Strong, Severe in punishment.} 


The Severe Punishment for the Disbelievers 

iHave they not traveled}, ‘these people who disbelieve in your 
Message, O Muhammad,’ 

4 >-gti cy. \y& cjilf i-ii. 44" 4 ^ 

4 in the land and seen what was the end of those who were 
before them?} 
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means, the nations of the past who disbelieved in their 
Prophets (peace be upon them), for which the punishment 
came upon them even though they were stronger than 
Quraysh. 

<c#V» 4 


iand in the traces in the land.} means, they left behind traces in 
the earth, such as structures, buildings and dwellings which 
these people [i.e., the Quraysh] cannot match. This is like the 
Ayat 

4And indeed We had firmly established them with that 
wherewith We have not established you!} (46:26) 




iand they tilled the earth and populated it in greater numbers 
than these have done} (30:9). 

Yet despite this great strength, Allah punished them for their 
sin, which was their disbelief in their Messengers. 

4 ct o; (4^ 


4And none had they to protect them from Allah.} 

means, they had no one who could protect them or ward off 
the punishment from them. 

Then Allah mentions the reason why He punished them, and 
the sins which they committed. Allah says: 




iThat was because there came to them their Messengers with 
clear evidences} 

meaning with clear proof and definitive evidence. 


ibut they disbelieved.} means, despite all these signs, they 
disbelieved and rejected the Message. 



4So Allah seized them.} means, He destroyed them utterly, and a 
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J 


\?foi <t ‘~~ = * iJ-> J l»_> 

Ij i^=> <&o} oj Jij^ 

$&3 


tv t^tfj^ ^a = \>. similar fate awaits the 

>.,"? " -«:*-?_• I,?- disbelievers. 

u - — - - 4y^' i,£ 

4 Verify, He is All- 
Strong, Severe in 
punishment} 
means, He is 
possessed of great 
strength and might. 

IjI} 

4 Severe in punishment,} 
means, His 
punishment is severe 
and agonizing; we 
seek refuge with Allah, 
may He be blessed 
and exalted, from 
that. 

liiite ££ ity '&,} 

4 IsW 

yla iiipj ouiaj ^S>ytr» 

it- llfc fv^ J iU^=» 

ot^3( cj -isc^i £££ ^ £3 tjsa i# ^ ^ 

jl i^=qtij 3 ju J (jui ^ y^j <>_>* JiJj ^ *]\ 

*£&$<* (AvS * ^ ^ 36 ®anac ^ j oi 

4 •*>?. 



C^JU(S>lypJ ^ 

^ jIa^* .a] Gai}J_U<4a*^ 


423. And indeed We sent Musa with Our Aydt, and a 
manifest authority,} 

424. To Fir'awn, Hamdn and Qariin, but they called (him): 
"A sorcerer, a liar!"} 

425. Then, when he brought them the Truth from Us, they 
said: “Kill with him the sons of those wfw believe and let their 
women live;" but the plots of disbelievers are nothing but in 
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vain!) 

426. Fir'aum said: “Leave me to kill Musa, and let him call his 
Lord! I fear that he may change your religion, or that he may 
cause mischief to appear in the land!'') 

427. Musa said: "Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord and your 
Lord from every arrogant who believes not in the Day of 
Reckoning!") 


The Story of Musa and Fir'awn 

Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad for the disbelief of 
his people and gives him the glad tidings of good 
consequences and victory in this world and the Hereafter, as 
happened to Musa bin “Imran, peace be upon him, whom 
Allah sent with clear proof and definitive evidence. Allah says: 

4with Our Aydt, and a manifest authority). Authority means proof 
and evidence. 

4to Fir'awn), who was the king of the Copts of Egypt. 


4Hatnan) who was his adviser. 

i£&) 

4and Qdriin) who was the richest trader among the people of 
his time. 

4but they called (him): "A sorcerer, liar!") 


means, they rejected him and thought he was a sorcerer, a 
madman and an illusionist who was telling lies about having 
been sent by Allah. This is like the Ayah: 
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^Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they 
said: "A sorcerer or a madman!” Have they transmitted this 
saying to these? Nay, they are themselves a people 
transgressing beyond bounds!} (51:52-53) 

if 

iThen, when he brought them the Truth from Us,} 
means, with definite evidence that Allah had sent him to them, 

\pu i0 $ 3 ? $£} 



4they said: "Kill with him the sons of those who believe and let 
their women live;} 


This was a second command from Fir‘awn to kill the males of 
the Children of Israel. The first command had been as a 
precaution against the emergence of a man like Musa, or an 
act intended to humiliate this people or reduce their numbers 
or both. The second command was for the second reason, to 
humiliate the people so that they would regard Musa as a bad 
omen, they said: 


dr-* Jli bii-j £ Aju Ifij L«jjb J? 


4'We (Children of Israel) had suffered troubles before you came 
to us, and since you have come to us." He said: "It may be 
that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you 
successors on the earth, so that He may see how you act?"} 
(7:129). 

Qatadah said, this was one command after another.* 1 * 

4 ju£=» Cj} 


4but the plots of disbelievers are nothing but in vain!} 

means, their schemes and intentions - to reduce the numbers 
of the Children of Israel lest they prevail over them - were 
doomed to failure. 


4 Ay si*** 


(1) 


At-Tabari 21:373. 
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It was reported in the Hadith narrated from Abu Musa, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that when the Messenger of Allah 
jg was afraid of some people, he would say: 



«0 Allah, we seek refuge in You from their evil and we seek 
Your help in repulsing them .» ll) 


'£> >&w), s)'» (jri Z& 

(ijLXo dL 4jji"" 4 j»> U,j'^-=» dL o^J ijt 



<28. And a believing man of Fir'awn's family, who hid his 
Faith said: "Would you kill a man because he says: ‘My Lord 
is Allah,' and he has come to you with clear signs from your 
Lord? And if he is a liar, upon him will be (the sin of) his lie; 
but if he is telling the truth, then some of that (calamity) 
wherewith he threatens you will befall on you." Verily, Allah 
guides not one who is a transgressor, a liar!} 

429. "O my people! Yours is the kingdom today, you being 
dominant in the land. But who will save us from the torment of 
Allah, should it befall us?" Fir'awn said: "I show you only 
that which I see, and I guide you only to the path of right 
policy!”} 


Musa was supported by a believing Man from Fir‘awn’s 
Family 

The well-known view is that this believing man was a Coptic 
(Egyptian) from the family of Fir'awn. As-Suddi said, he was a 
cousin [son of the paternal uncle) of Fir'awn. And it was said 
that he was the one who was saved along with MQsa, peace be 
upon him.* 2 * Ibn Jurayj reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said “No one from among the family of 

*** An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 5:188. 

121 At-Jabari 21:375. 
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iand he has come to you zoith clear signs from your Lord?} 


means, “how can you kill a man just because he says, “My 
Lord is Allah,’ and he brings proof that what he is saying is 
the truth?” Then, for the sake of argument, he went along 
with them and said, 


^ lift) <iC 


4And i/be is a bar, upon bim iyi// be (/be sin o/) his lie ; but i/ 
be is /e/bng /be /rw/b, then some of that (calamity) wherewith 
he threatens you will befall on you.} 


meaning, *if you do not believe in what he is saying, then it is 
only common sense to leave him alone and not harm him; if 
he is lying, then Allah will punish him for his lies in this world 
and in the Hereafter. If he is telling the truth and you harm 
him, then some of what he is warning about will happen to 
you too, because he is threatening you with punishment in 
this world and in the Hereafter if you go against him. It is 
possible that he is telling the truth in your case, so you 
should leave him and his people alone, and not harm them.’ 
Allah tells us that Musa asked Fir'awn and his people to leave 
them in peace, as Allah says: 


,y"x '« if Ai m ** X" / .><»: .« •'i ,v 

G\ !*■>’ O* fy ^JT 

J tij fi>' je yi V ol) 

4 Jtpvjiku J i 'jF^oyrj 


4And indeed We tried before them Fir'aivn's people, when there 
came to them a noble Messenger, saying: “Deliver to me the 
servants of Allah. Verily, l am to you a Messenger worthy of 
all trust. And exalt not yourselves against Allah. Truly, I have 
come to you with a manifest authority. And truly, 1 seek refuge 
with my Lord and your Lord, lest you should stone me. But if 
you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave me 
alone.”} (44:17-21). 

Similarly, the Messenger of Allah ^ told the Quraysh to leave 
him alone and let him call the servants of Allah to Allah; he 
asked them not to harm him, and to uphold the ties of 
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kinship that existed between him and them, by not harming 
him. Allah says: 

& 4 ^ 0 £ m V j!» 

4Say: "No reward do I ask of you far this except to be kind to 
me far my kinship with you."} (42:23), 

meaning, ‘do not harm me, because of the ties of kinship that 
exist between me and you; so do not harm me, and let me 
address my call to the people.’ This was the basis of the truce 
agreed upon on the day of Al-Hudaybiyah, which was a 
manifest victory. 

«$» '% 3^ $ 55 «*£ l\} 

iVerily, Allah guides not one who is a transgressor, a liar!} 

means, ‘if the one who claims to have been sent by Allah is a 
liar, as you say, this would be obvious to everyone from his 
words and deeds, for they would be inconsistent and self¬ 
contradictory. But we can see that this man is upright and 
what he says is consistent. If he was a sinner and a liar, Allah 
would not have guided him and made his words and actions 
rational and consistent as you see them.’ Then this believer 
warned his people that they would lose the blessings Allah 
bestowed upon them and that the vengeance of Allah would 
befall them: 

4<Jg3' [ 4 -tfai} 

40 my people! Yours is the kingdom today, you being 
dominant in the land.} 

means, ‘Allah has blessed you with this kingdom, dominance 
in the land, power and authority, so take care of this blessing 
by giving thanks to Allah and believing in his Messenger, and 
beware of the punishment of Allah if you reject His 
Messenger.’ 

4But who will save us from the torment of Allah, should it 
befall us?} 

means, ‘these soldiers and troops will not avail you anything 
and will not ward off the punishment of Allah, if He decides to 
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punish us.’ Fir'awn said to his people, in response to the 
advice of this righteous man who was more deserving of 
kingship than Fir‘awn: 




41 show you only that which 1 see,} meaning, *1 only tell you and 
advise you to do that which I think is good for myself, too.’ But 
Fir'awn lied, because he knew that Mdsa was telling the truth 
concerning the Message which he brought. 


t $ z sx a &} 


4[Miisa] said: “Verily, you know that these signs have been 
sent down by none but the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth."} ( 17:102) 




'n V&£} 


4And they belied them (those Ay at) wrongfully and arrogantly, 
though they were themselves convinced thereof} (27:14) 

its) t Vi j&j Z} 


41 show you only that which I see,} - Fir'awn uttered a lie and a 
fabrication; he betrayed Allah and His Messenger, and cheated 
his people by not advising them sincerely. 

id® 


4and I guide you only to the path of right policy!} 


means, ‘and I am only calling you to the path of truth, 
sincerity and guidance.’ This was also a lie, but his people 
obeyed him and followed him. Allah says: 



4they followed the command of Fir'awn, and the command of 
Fir'awn was no right guide} (11:97). 

ly /*o> oy-j> ±J)} 


4And Fir'awn led his people astray, and he did not guide 
them.} (20:79) 

According to a Hadith: 
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430. And he who believed said: "O my people! Verily, 1 fear 
for you an end like that day (of disaster) of the groups (of 
old)!"} 

i31 . "Like the end of the people of Nuh, and ‘Ad, and Thamud 


111 Fath Al-Bari 13:136. 
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and those who came after them. And Allah wills no injustice for 
(His) servants.”} 

432. "And, O my people! Verily, I fear for you the Day when 
there will be mutual calling.”} 

433. A Day when you will turn your backs and flee having no 
protector from Allah. And whomsoever Allah sends astray, for 
him there is no guide.} 

434. And indeed Yusuf did come to you, in times gone by, 
with clear signs, but you ceased not to doubt in that which he 
did bring to you, till when he died, you said: "No Messenger 
will Allah send after him." Thus Allah leaves astray him who is 
a transgressor and a skeptic.} 

435. Those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, without any 
authority that has come to them, it is greatly hateful and 
disgusting to Allah and to those who believe. Thus does Allah 
seal up the heart of every arrogant, tyrant.} 

Here Allah tells us that this righteous man, the believer from 
among the family of Fir'awn, warned his people of the 
punishment of Allah in this world and the Hereafter, saying, 

68 $ 

40 my people! Verily, I fear for you an end like that day (of 
disaster) of the groups (of old)!} 

meaning, those of the earlier nations who disbelieved the 
Messengers of Allah, such as the people of Nuh, ‘Ad, Thamud 
and the disbelieving nations who came after them, how the 
punishment of Allah came upon them and they had no one to 
protect them or ward off that punishment. 

4 S Q\ di If & Cf} 

4And Allah wills no injustice for (His) servants.} 

means, Allah destroyed them for their sins and for their 
disbelief in and rejection of His Messengers; this was His 
command and His decree concerning them that was fulfilled. 
Then he said: 

fy t),J >y^f} 

4And, O my people! Verily, I fear for you the Day when there 
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after him."} 

means, ‘you despaired, and said by way of wishful thinking,’ 


4No Messenger will Allah send after him.} This was because of 
their disbelief and rejection (of the Messengers). 






o* J-t" 


iThus Allah leaves astray him who is a transgressor and a 
skeptic.} 

means, this is the state of the one whom Allah sends astray 
because of his sinful actions and the doubts in his heart. 

i^4^ y&ii jj»j CrC\* tj JjjSaji Cfj’Jii} 

iThose who dispute about the Aydt of Allah, without any 
authority that has come to them,} 

means, those who attempt to refute truth with falsehood and 
who dispute the proof without evidence or proof from Allah, 
Allah will hate them with the utmost loathing. Allah says: 


iit is greatly hateful and disgusting to Allah and to those who 
believe.} 

meaning, the believers too will despise those who are like this, 
and whoever is like this, Allah will put a seal on his heart so 
that after that he will not acknowledge anything good or 
denounce anything evil. Allah says: 

yi» & illf £ 0 >} 

iThus does Alldlt seal up the heart of every arrogant.} 
meaning, so that they cannot follow the truth. 


ityrant.} 

& C-0 ©sXlVt && &j> jli,> 
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436. And Fir'aum said: "O Haman! Build me a lofly tower 
that I may arrive at the ways -) 

437. The ways of the heavens, and 1 may look upon the God of 
Musa, but verily, I think him to be a liar." Thus it was made 
fair seeming, in Fir'aum's eyes, the evil of his deeds, and he 
was hindered from the path; and the plot of Fir'awn led to 
nothing but loss and destruction.) 


How Fir*awn mocked the Lord of Musa 

Allah tells us of the arrogant and hostile defiance of Fir‘awn 
and his rejection of Musa, when he commanded his minister 
Haman to build him a tower, i.e., a tall, high, strong fortress. 
He built it of bricks made from baked clay, as Allah says: 


<$So kindle far me (a fire), O Haman, to bake (bricks out of) 
clay, and set up for me a lofty tower) (28:38). 


'A ■ 
***' < 3 ^ 


iiVf p p) 


4 that I may arrive at the ways - the ways of the heavens,) 

Said bin Jubayr and Abu Salih said, “The gates of the 
heavens.”* X| Or it was said, the ways of the heavens. 


4and I may look upon the God of Musa, but verily, I think him 
to be a liar.) 


Because of his disbelief and defiance, he did not believe that 
Allah had sent Musa to him. Allah says: 




4Thus it was made fair seeming, in Fir'awn's eyes, the evil of 
his deeds, and he was hindered from the path;) 

means, this act of his (building the tower), by means of which 
he wanted to deceive his people and make them think that he 
could prove that Musa was lying. Allah says: 

4^0 4 Kaj) 


m Al-Qurtubi 15:314. 
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Aand the plot of Fir'awn led to nothing but loss and 
destruction.} 


Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid said, “Meaning nothing but ruin.”* 1 * 
•ji ll \ ^ajjS 9y*~A Jl ij} 

\ £ f§j£3 % q> %jg\ g; o% igJI 

*^srl$ -O'ir* jk) j* _^==»i & i>j. C4H. 

.A* Vd W. 


43S. And f/je man who believed said: “O my people! Follow 
me, I will guide you to the way of right conduct."} 

439. "O my people! Truly, this life of the world is nothing but 
an enjoyment, and verily, the Hereafter that is the home that 
ivill remain forever."} 

440. "Whoever does an evil deed, will not be requited except 
the like thereof; and whosoever does a righteous deed, whether 
male or female and is a true believer, such will enter Paradise, 
where they will be provided therein without limit."} 


More of what the Believer from Fir'awn’s Family said 

This believer said to his people who persisted in their rebellion 
and transgression, and preferred the life of this world: 

40 my people! Follow me, I will guide you to the way of right 
conduct.} 

This is in contrast to the false claim of Fir'awn: 

Ai&f ££ X^j} 

Aand I guide you only to the path of right policy.} 

Then he sought to make them shun this world which they 
preferred to the Hereafter, and which had prevented them 
from believing in the Messenger of Allah, Musa, peace be upon 
him. He said: 

4££ Q% i$£K ,j£ a\ 

111 At-Tabari 21:388. 
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441. "And O my people! How is it that I call you to salvation 
while you call me to the Fire!"} 

442. "You invite me to disbelieve in Allah, and to join partners 
in worship with Him of which I have no knowledge; and I 
invite you to the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving!"} 

443. "La Jarama, you call me to one that does not have a claim 
in this ivorld or in the Hereafter. And our return will be to 
Allah, and the transgressors, they shall be the dwellers of the 
Fire!"} 

444. "And you will remember what I am telling you, and my 
affair I leave it to Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) 
servants."} 

445. So, Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted 
(against him), while an evil torment encompassed Fir'awn’s 
people.} 

446. The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon. 
And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be 
said to the angels) : "Admit Fir'awn's people into the severest 
torment!”} 


The Conclusion of the Believer’s Words, and the 
ultimate Destiny of both Parties 


That believer said: "Why do I call you to salvation, which is the 
worship of Allah alone with no partner or associate, and belief 
in His Messenger, whom He has sent,’ 


4 -it 4 ^ "it 4/~*l> 4 


4while you call me to the Fire! You invite me to disbelieve in 
Allah, and to join partners in worship with Him of which I 
have no knowledge;} 
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means, on the basis of ignorance, with no proof or evidence. 

iand I invite you to the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving!) 

means, with all His might and pride, He still forgives the sin of 
the one who repents to Him. 

&£* £3 7fr V) 

4La Jarama, you call me to one) They say it means, “Truly.” As- 
Suddi and Ibn Jarir said that the meaning of His saying: 

ild jarama) means “Truly.” Ad-Dahhak said: 
ivr 'J) 

iLd Jarama) means, “No lie.” ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah and Ibn ‘Abbas 
said: 

4Zr 


4La Jarama} means, “Indeed, the one that you call me to of idols 
and false gods 

4 % 4 


ithat does not have a claim in this world or in the Hereafter} ” 

Mujahid said, “The idols that do not have anything.” 111 
Qatadah said, “This means that idols possess no power either 
to benefit or to harm.” As-Suddi said, “They do not respond to 
those who call upon them, either in this world or in the 
Hereafter.” 121 This is like the Ayah: 


*.»i ; * j * sy> m di v r V -'- t V \j* oj-> Ot CrJ J—>1 j +j} 


iAnd zvho is more astray tlmn one who calls on besides Allah, 
such as will not ansiver him till the Day of Resurrection, and 
who are unaware of their calls to them ? And wizen the people 
are gatlzered, they xvill become their enetnies and deny their 


111 At-Tabari 21 :392. 
121 At-Tabari 21 :392. 
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worship.} (46:5-6) 


V ol 


}lf you invoke them, they hear not your call; and if they were 
to hear, they could not grant it to you} (35:14). 

J', 


iAnd our return will be to Allah,} means, in the Hereafter, where 
He will reward or punish each person according to his deeds. 
He says: 

iand the transgressors , they shall be the dwellers of the Fire!} 

meaning, they will dwell therein forever, because of their great 
sin, which is associating others in worship with Allah. 

4{£=d jji' £ o/XjSIj} 

4And you ivill remember xvhat I am telling i you,} 

means, *y° u W *N come to know the truth of what I enjoined 
upon you and forbade you to do, the advice I gave you and 
what I explained to you. You will come to know, and you will 
feel regret at the time when regret will be of no avail/ 

iand my affair I leave it to Allah.} means, ‘I put my trust in Allah 
and seek His help, and I renounce you utterly/ 

cL>\} 

4Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) servants.} 

means, He knows all about them, may He be exalted and 
sanctified, and He guides those who deserve to be guided and 
sends astray those who deserve to be sent astray; His is the 
perfect proof, utmost wisdom and mighty power. 

4So Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted,} 

means, in this world and in the Hereafter; in this world, Allah 
saved him along with Musa, peace be upon him, and in the 
Hereafter (He will admit him) to Paradise. 
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Proof of the Torment of the Grave 




iiohile an evil torment encompassed Fir'awn's people .> 

this refers to drowning in the sea, then being transferred from 
there to Hell, for their souls are exposed to the Fire morning 
and evening until the Hour begins. When the Day of 
Resurrection comes, their souls and bodies will be reunited in 
Hell. Allah says: 


i^\ x$ Hi x 


4And on the Day when the Hour zoill be established (it will be 
said to the angels): "Admit Fir'aivn’s people to the severest 
torment!"} 

meaning, more intense pain and greater agony. This Ayah 
contains one of the major proofs used by the Ahlus-Sunnah to 
prove that there will be torment in the grave during the period 
of Al-Barzakh; it is the phrase: 


4The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon}. 

But the question arises: this Ayah was undoubtedly revealed 
in Makkah, but they use it as evidence to prove that there will 
be torment in the grave during the period of Al-Barzakh I 11 
Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, that a Jewish woman used to serve her, and 
whenever ‘A’ishah did her a favor, the Jewish woman would 
say, “May Allah save you from the torment of the grave.” 
‘A’ishah said, “Then the Messenger of Allah came in, and I 
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will there be any torment in the 
grave before the Day of Resurrection?’ He said, 

c>fi 

«No, ivho said that?* I said, This Jewish woman, whenever I do 
her a favor, she says: May Allah save you from the torment of 
the grave.’” The Messenger of Allah said, 

^ o/s ^ 

The life after death, before the Day of Resurrection 
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'‘The faos are lying, and they tell more lies about Allah. There 
is no torment except on the Day of Resurrection .» 

Then as much time passed as Allah willed should pass, then 
one day he came out at midday, wrapped in his robe with his 
eyes reddening, calling at the top of his voice: 

‘(J&yj'j \'jg jlipi U bj&z ') ^01 1$ JlUt 

«,> oiip i s-.iii ^ 4ii. ifel 

«77i£T graye is //Are patches of dark night! O people, if you knew 
what l know, you would weep much and laugh little. O people, 
seek refuge with Allah from the torment of the grave, for the 
torment of the grave is real .*’’• 1| 

This chain of narration is Sahth according to the conditions of 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim, although they did not record it. It was 
said, “how can this report be reconciled with the fact that the 
Ayah was revealed in Makkah and the Ayah indicates that 
there will be torment during the period of Al-Barzakh?’ The 
answer is that the Ayah refers to the souls (of Fir'awn and his 
people) being exposed to the Fire morning and evening; it does 
not say that the pain will affect their bodies in the grave. So it 
may be that this has to do specifically with their souls. With 
regard to there being any effect on their bodies in Al-Barzakh, 
and their feeling pain as a result, this is indicated in the 
Sunnah, in some Hadiths which we will mention below. 

It was said that this Ayah refers to the punishment of the 
disbelievers in Al-Barzakh, and that it does not by itself imply 
that the believer will be punished in the grave for his sins. 
This is indicated by the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from 
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, according to which 
the Messenger of Allah entered upon ‘A’ishah when a 
Jewish woman was with her, and she (the Jewish woman) was 
saying, “I was told that you will be tried in the grave.” The 
Messenger of Allah m was worried and said: 

«On/y the Jews will be tested 

‘A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “Several nights 
Ahmad 6 :81. 
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passed, then the Messenger of Allah said: 

^Verily you will be tested in tlie graves .»” 

‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “After that, the 
Messenger of Allah jg used to seek refuge with Allah from the 
torment of the grave.”* 1 * This was also recorded by Muslim.* 2 * 

It could be said that this Ayah indicates that the souls will be 
punished in Al-Barzakh, but this does not necessarily imply 
that the bodies in their graves will be affected by that. When 
Allah revealed something about the torment of the grave to His 
Prophet jg, he sought refuge with Allah from that. And Allah 
knows best. The Hadiths which speak of the torment of the 
grave are very many. Qatadah said, concerning the Ayah, 



imoming and afternoon.}: “(This means) every morning and every 
evening, for as long as this world remains, it will be said to 
them by way of rebuke and humiliation, O people of Fir‘awn, 
this is your position.”* 3 * Ibn Zayd said, “They are there today, 
being exposed to it morning and evening, until the Hour begins. 




}And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be 
said to the angels): "Cause Fir'awn's people to enter the 
severest torment!"} 


The people of Fir‘awn are like foolish camels, stumbling into 
rocks and trees without thinking.” Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah jg said: 


aL> 01 J&I 015 0) oljJJL oJmaa AhU oL a til a>-1 op 

Jj- lii : Jlij ij&I Jit Jit ja 015 01} Jit 


zWheti one of you dies, he is shown his place [in Paradise or Hell] 


^ Ahmad 6 :248. 

Muslim 1 :410. 

^ At-Tabari 21 :396. 
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Hell: "Call upon your Lord to lighten for us the torment for a 
day!") 

i50. They will say: "Did there not come to you, your 
Messengers with (clear) evidences?" The\/ will say: "Yes." 
They will reply: "Then call (as you like)! And the invocation of 
the disbelievers is nothing but in vain!") 


The Dispute of the People of Hell 

Allah tells us how the people of Hell will dispute and argue 
with one another, and Fir'awn and his people will be among 
them. The weak, who were the followers, will say to those who 
were arrogant, who were the leaders and masters: 

icc fis uT 

iVerily, we fallowed you,) meaning, “we obeyed you and heeded 
your call to disbelief and misguidance in the world,’ 

ip p jp) 

icon you then take from us some portion of the Fire?) 
means, ‘can you carry a part of our burden for us?’ 

i5i f ti) 


iTIwse who were arrogant will say : "We are all (together) in 
this (Fire)!...") 

meaning, “we will not bear any part of your burden for you; 
our own punishment is enough for us to bear.’ 

ifap & <P[) 

iVerily, Allah has judged (His) servants!) 
means, ‘He has shared out the punishment among us 
according to what each of us deserves’. This is like the Ayah: 

iff jfaljCij JJCf ji) 

iHe will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you 
knoiv not.") (7:38) 


it$px ^ Pff PP, p j, p 


iAnd those in the Fire will say to the keepers (angels) of Hell: 
"Call upon your Lord to lighten for us the torment far a day!") 
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They know that Allah will not answer them and will not listen 
to their prayer, because He said, 

i%: t £ £*> 

4Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!$ 
(23:108), 

so they will ask the keepers of Hell, who are like jailers 
watching over the people of Hell, to pray to Allah to lessen the 
Fire for them if only for one day. But the keepers of Hell will 
refuse, saying to them, 

4Did there not come to you , your Messengers with (clear) 
evidences?} 

meaning, was not proof established in the world on the lips of 
the Messengers? 

4 


iThey xuill say: “Yes." They zvill reply: “Then call (as you 
like)!..."* 

means, you are on your own. We will not pray for you or listen 
to you; we do not want you to be saved and we have nothing 
to do with you. Moreover, we tell you that it is all the same 
whether you offer supplication or not, because Allah will not 
respond and He will not lighten the torment for you.* They will 
say: 


4And the invocation of the disbelievers is nothing but in vain!$ 
meaning, it will not be accepted or responded to. 

tsy* l? 1 * SulJiJl 

Ail' (JjV 

Xi && <&$ l\ JU^ cr*j diQ Sj&j % 
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i51. Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers 
and those who believe in this world's life and on the Day wlien 
the witnesses will stand forth, -} 

452. The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to 
wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil 
abode.} 

453. And, indeed We gave Musa the guidance, and We caused 
the Children of Israel to inherit the Scriphire -} 

454. A guide and a reminder for men of understanding.} 

455. So be patient. Verily, the promise of Allah is true, and 
ask forgiveness for your fault, and glorify the praises of your 
Lord in the ‘Ashi and in the Ibkdr.} 

456. Verily, those ivlw dispute about the Ayat of Allah, 
without any authority Iwving come to them, there is nothing 
else in their breasts except pride. They will never have it. So 
seek refuge in Allah. Verily, it is He Who is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Seer.} 

The Victory of the Messengers and the Believers 

4 C% It 4 q } 

4Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 
those wlw believe in this world's life}. 

As-Suddi, “Allah never sends a Messenger to a people and they 
kill him or some of the believers who call them to the truth, 
then that generation passes away, but He then sends them 
someone who will support their call and will seek vengeance 
for their blood from those who did that to them in this world. 
So the Prophets and believers may be killed in this world, but 
their call will prevail in this world.” 11 ' 

Allah granted victory to His Prophet Muhammad 55 and his 
Companions over those who had opposed him, disbelieved in 
him and shown hostility towards him. He caused His Word 
and His religion to prevail over all other religions, commanded 
him to emigrate from his people to Al-Madlnah, where He gave 
him supporters and helpers. Then He caused him to prevail 

iiT 


At-Tabari 21:401. 
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over the idolators on the day of Badr, when He granted him 
victory over them and he humiliated them, killing their leaders 
and taking their elite prisoner, driving them before him in 
chains. Then he did them the favor of accepting ransom from 
them. Shortly after that, Allah enabled him to conquer 
Makkah, and he rejoiced in his return to his homeland, the 
sacred and holy land of Al-Haram. Through him, Allah saved it 
from its disbelief and Shirk. Then Allah enabled him to 
conquer the Yemen, and the entire Arabian Peninsula 
submitted to him, and the people entered the religion of Allah 
in crowds. Then Allah took him (in death), because of his high 
status and honor, and He established his Companions as his 
Khalifahs. They conveyed the religion of Allah from him, called 
mankind to Allah, they conquered many regions, countries 
and cities, and opened people’s hearts, until the call of 
Muhammad jg spread throughout the world, east and west. 
This religion will continue to prevail until the Hour begins. 
Allah says: 


eft gts 4 \pa 


4 Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 
those who believe in this world's life and on the Day when the 
zoitnesses will stand forth} 

meaning, on the Day of Resurrection the victory will be greater 
and more complete. Mujahid said, “The witnesses are the 
angels. ” 111 


4The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to 
wrongdoers.} 

is referring to the same as; 


"•A;: >>■- —i 




4...the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.} Others read 
it with that meaning; 


m 




At-Tabari 21:402. 
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iAnd the Day the witnesses will stand forth, is a Day when 
there will be no profit to wrongdoers.} 

and the wrongdoers are the idolators. 

itheir excuses} means, no excuse or ransom will be accepted 
from them. 

iTheirs will be the curse,} means, they will be cast out far away 
from the mercy of Allah. 

‘J-* p4 

iand theirs will be the evil abode.} means, the Hell-fire, as As- 
Suddi said, a terrible abode and dwellingplace. 

Indication that the Messenger and the Believers will 
prevail just as Musa and the Children of Israel prevailed 

ini 4K j-f ac ^} 

4And, indeed We gave Musa the guidance.} 
means, the guidance and light with which Allah sent him. 

iand We caused the Children of Israel to inherit tl\e Scripture.} 

means, We caused them to prevail in the end and they 
inherited the land and accumulated wealth of Fir’awn, because 
of their patience in obeying Allah and following His Messenger 
Musa.’ The Scripture which they inherited, the Tawrah, was 

4A guide and a reminder for men of understanding.} 
i.e. those of a sound and upright nature. 

4So be patient} means, ‘O Muhammad,’ 
i&- jJ-J Q} 

iVerily, the promise of Allah is true,} means, We have promised 
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that your word will prevail and that the ultimate victory will be 
for you and those who follow you, and Allah does not break His 
promises. What We have told you is true and there is no doubt 
in it whatsoever.’ 



¥ 


iand ask forgiveness for your fault,} This encourages the Ummah 
to seek forgiveness. 

iattd glorify the praises of your Lord in the ‘Ashi} 
meaning, at the end of the day and the beginning of the night, 


iand in the Ibkar.} meaning, at the beginning of the day and the 
end of the night. 

cfLL Sh & xi SU* 

iVerily, those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, ivithout 
any authority having come to them,} 

means, they tiy to refute the truth with falsehood, and to 
refute sound evidence with dubious arguments, having no 
proof or evidence from Allah. 

4there is nothing else in their breasts except pride. They will 
never have it.} 

means, they are too proud to follow the truth and submit to 
the one who has brought it. But their attempts to suppress 
the truth and elevate falsehood will fail; the truth will prevail 
and their words and aspirations will be defeated. 

4So seek refuge in Allah.} means, from being like these people, 

4 Verily, it is He Who is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.} 

or seek refuge with Him from being like these people who 
dispute about the Ayat of Allah without any authority having 
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4. 

457. The creation of the 
heavens and the earth is 
indeed greater than the 
creation of mankind; 
yet, ttwst of the people 
do not know 

i58. And not equal are 
the blind and those who 
see; nor those who be¬ 
lieve, and do righteous 
good deeds, and those 

who do evil. Little do you remember!} 

i59. Verily, the Hour is surely coming, there is no doubt about it, 
yet most men believe not 


Life after Death 


Allah tells us that He will bring back His creation on the Day 
of Resurrection. That is very easy for Him, because He created 
the heavens and the earth, and creating them is greater than 
creating mankind, the first time and when He creates them 
again. The One Who is able to do that is able to do anything 
that is less than that. As Allah says: 


jf. J & jxl 1 o **h 'Ji # 4 &V5 $L odji sS %\ i£ 
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4Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life 
to the dead? Yes, He surely is able to do all things.} (46:33) 


And Allah says here: 

V j^==^ cMj <jjU' 


4The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not.} 


hence they do not think about or ponder this proof. Similarly, 
many of the Arabs recognized that Allah had created the 
heavens and the earth, but they denied and rejected the idea 
of the resurrection; they acknowledged something which was 
greater than that which they denied. Then Allah says: 


u v; \JJ-j 'o’M 


4And not equal are the blind and those who see; nor are those 
who believe, and do righteous good deeds, and those wlw do 
evil. Little do you remember!} 

The blind man who cannot see anything is not the same as 
the sighted man who can see everything as far as his eyesight 
reaches - there is a huge difference between them. By the 
same token, the righteous believers and the immoral 
disbelievers are not equal. 

4'oM& i* 


4Little do you remember!} means, most of the people remember 
little. 


4 %^ 


4Verily, the Hour (Day of judgement) is surely coming,} 
means, it will indeed come to pass. 

V cMj '-fJ *r-J M 


4there is no doubt about it, yet most men believe not.} 
means, they do not believe in it, and in fact they doubt its 
existence altogether. 
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Djijl 


460 . And your Lord said: "Call upon Me, I will answer you. 
Verily, those zvho scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell 
in humiliation!") 


The Command to call upon Allah 

By His grace and kindness, Allah encourages His servants to 
call upon Him, and He guarantees to respond. Sufyan Ath- 
Thawn used to say: “O You Who love most those who ask of 
You, and O You Who hate most those who do not ask of You, 
and there is no one like that apart from You, O Lord.” This 
was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Similarly; the poet said: 

“Allah hates not to be asked, and the son of Adam hates to 
be asked.” 

Qatadah said that Ka'b Al-Ahbar said, “This Ummah has 
been given three things which were not given to any nation 
before, only to Prophets. When Allah sent a Prophet, He said 
to him, You are a witness over your nation.’ But you have 
been made witnesses over mankind; it was said to the 
Prophets individually, ‘Allah has not laid upon you any 
hardship in religion,’ but He said to this entire Ummah: 

i j«3‘ 4 ££ 

iand [Allah] has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) 
(22:78) 

and it was said to the Prophets individually; ‘Call upon Me, I 
will answer you,’ but it was said to this Ummah, 



iCall upon Me, 1 will answer you).” This was recorded by Ibn Abi 
Hatim.' 11 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Nu‘man bin Bashir, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah sg said: 

GJI tlpjjl j|8 

m 


Al-Qurtubi 15:327. 
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«Indeed the supplication is the worship Then he recited, 


JlCe & 



iAnd your Lord said: "Call upon Me, I will answer you. 
Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell 
in humiliation 


This was also recorded by the Sunan compilers; At-Tirmdhi, 
An-Nasal, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. At- 
Tirmidhi said, “ Hasan Sahib.”* 21 it was also recorded by Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasal, and Ibn Jarir with a different 
chain of narration.* 3 * Allah’s saying: 


iVerily, tlwse who scorn My worship > means, ‘those who are too 
proud to call on Me and single Me out,’ 


4they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!} 


means, in disgrace and insignificance. Imam Ahmad recorded 
from ‘Amr bin Shu’ayb from his father, from his grandfather 
that the Prophet jg said: 


ijloSfl jlj :J iJtL p* . ^ ^ L>w i jt w .J a lt 

•jiLn jii ijisJ. mJGJi ilk ja jyiil 


«77ie proud will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection like 
ants in the image of people, and everything will be stepping on 
them, humiliating them, until they enter a prison in Hell called 
Bulas. They zoill be fed flames of fire, and given for drink a 
paste of insanity dripping from the people the FireJ ’’* 4 * 


je jJS _>ji iil 




m 

| 2 | 

|3] 

hi 


Ahmad 4:271. 

Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:308, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:405, Ibn Majah 
2:1258, At-Tabari 21:406, 407 

Abu Dawud 1:161, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:121, An-Nasal in Al- 
Kubra 6:450. 


Ahmad 1:179. 
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462. Allah, it is He Who has made the night far you that you 
may rest therein and the day far you to see. Truly, Allah is fall 
of bounty to mankind; yet, most of mankind give no thanks. } 

462. That is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all things, La 
ildha ila Huwa. How then are you turning away?} 

463. Thus were turned away those who used to deny the Aydt 
of Allah.} 

464. Allah, it is He Wlw has made for you the earth as a 
dwelling place and the sky as a canopy, and has given you 
shape and made your shapes good and pure (looking) and has 
provided you with good things. That is Allah, your Lord, so 
Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists.} 

465. He is the Ever Living, La ildlm ilia Huwa; so invoke Him 
making the religion far Him Alone. All the praises and thanks 
be to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.} 


Signs of the Power and Oneness of Allah 

Allah reminds us of His grace towards His creation in that He 
has given them the night in which they rest and relax from 
their activities so that they can go back to them for their 
livelihood during the day. He has given them the day with its 
light, so that they can undertake their journeys and engage in 
their business. 


44l^=u; "i/ J® J-ii jJJ Sif 


iTruly, Allah is fall of bounty to mankind; yet, most of 
mankind give no thanks.} 


means, they do not express gratitude for the favors which 
Allah bestows upon them. Then Allah says: 


i% A A ? a*- te- j S& sr 
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iThat is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all things, La ilaha 
ilia Huwa.} 

means, the One Who does all of these things is Allah, the One, 
the Unique, the Creator of all things, besides Whom there is 
no other god or lord. 

4How then are you turning away?} means, ‘how can you worship 
idols which cannot create anything but are themselves hand¬ 
made and carved?’ 

^ SJ&t 

iThus were turned away those who used to deny the Ay at of 
Allah} 

means, just as these people [Quraysh] were led astray by their 
worship of gods other than Allah, those who came before them 
also disbelieved and worshipped others, with no proof or 
evidence, but on the basis of ignorance and desires. They 
denied the signs and proof of Allah. 

isi} 

4 Allah, it is He Who has wade for you the earth as a dwelling 
place} 

means, “He made it stable and spread it out for you, so that 
you might live on it and travel about in it; He strengthened it 
with the mountains so that it does not shake with you.’ 

iand the sky as a canopy,} means, ‘a roof covering and protecting 
the world.’ 

iand has given you shape and made your shapes good} 
means, ‘He created you in the best and most perfect form.’ 

Si fcjjj} 

iand has provided you with good and pure things.} means, of food 
and drink in this world. Allah states that that He is the Creator 
of the dwelling place and of the inhabitants and of the 
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provision; He is the Creator and Provider, as He says in Surat 
Al-Baqarah: 


4' p& jftj j. pi. 4 pj Qfo 

p fc, . A gffc & £2lf « tfe. ;I3(j 6# JiVt p 

i:k.£>P2 pi <scJ A ijL4 


<0 mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and 
those who were before you so that you may have Taqwd. Wlw 
has made the earth a resting place for you, and the sky as a 
canopy, and sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought 
forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Tlien do not set up 
rivals unto Alldh ivhile you know.} (2:21-22) 


And here Allah says, after mentioning the creation of all these 
things: 


If J&& P=4j & 


iThat is Allah, your Ldrd, so Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all 
that exists.} 

meaning, exalted and sanctified and glorified be Allah, the 
Lord of all the worlds. Then He says: 

*1 'A V s>} 


4He is the Ever Living, La ildha ilia Huwa;} 

means, He is the Ever Living, from eternity to eternity, Who 
was, is and shall be, the First and the Last, the Manifest, the 
Hidden. 

i'f '"§} 


iLd ildha ilia Huwa} means, there is none comparable or equal 
to Him. 


iso invoke Him making the religion for Him Alone.} 


means, affirm His Oneness by testifying that there is no God 
but He. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that after ending every prayer, 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr used to say: 


V t Jlj jAj l JJ UU ll a] 1 a3 N dJL >.J «iil ill N* 
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J 
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“There is no (true) God 
except Allah Alone with 
no partner or associate, 
to Him belongs the do¬ 
minion and praise, for 
He is able to do all 
things; there is no 
strength and no power 
except with Allah; there 
is no (true) God except 
Allah and we worship 
none but Him; to Him 
belong blessings and vir¬ 
tue and goodly praise; 
there is no (true) God 
except Allah, we worship 
Him in all sincerity even though the disbelievers may hate that.* 

He said, “The Messenger of Allah used to say the Tahiti in 
this fashion after every prayer.”* 1 ’ Similar was also recorded 
by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasal.* 2 ’ 

J Cj j*[) jj 111 aUll pja o* jyjl C^-SSl Xfl C , 

'■} ji't X f Jj <A (^=uu. 0, frA 
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[ 1 ] 

[ 2 ] 


Ahmad 4 :4. 

Muslim 1:415 and 416, Abu Dawud 2 :173, An-Nasal 3 :79, 80. 
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466. Say: "I have been forbidden to worship those whom you 
worship besides Allah, since there have come to me evidences 
from my Lord; and I am commanded to submit to the Lord of 
all that exists.4 

467. It is He, Who has created you from dust, then from a 
Nutfah then from a clot (a piece of coagulated blood), then 
brings you forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to reach 
the age of full strength, and afterwards to be old - though some 
among you die before - and that you reach an appointed term in 
order that you may understand.4 

468. It is He Wlw gives life and causes death. And when He 
decides upon a thing He says to it only: "Be!” - and it is.4 


The Prohibition of Shirk, the Order for Tawhid, and the 
Evidence 


Allah says, ‘say, O Muhammad, to these idolators, that Allah 
forbids them to worship anyone, such as these idols and false 
gods, except Him.’ Allah explains that no one apart from Him 
is deserving of worship, as He says: 


y &i> f U }- y yi \j Ji tfj' 

4\L^1 ISSSi 


4It is He, Who Ims created you from dust, then from a Nutfah 
then from a clot (a piece of coagulated blood), then brings you 
forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to reach the age of 
full strength, and afterwards to be old.4 

meaning, He is the One Who Alone, with no partner or associate, 
causes you to pass through these different stages, and this 
happens in accordance with His command, will and decree. 


4though some among you die before} means, before being fully 
formed and emerging to this world; so his mother miscarries him. 
And there are some who die in infancy or in their youth, or when 
they are adults but before they reach old age, as Allah says: 

J. , "'"t < t j.T'< S • i 


4that We may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We 
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will to remain in the wombs for an appointed term} (22:5). 

iand that you reach an appointed term in order that you may 
understand.$ 

Ibn Jurayj said, “In order that you may remember the 
Resurrection.” Then Allah says: 

Hjf. £} 


ilt is He Who gives life and causes death.} meaning, He is the 
Only One Who does that, and none is able to do that except He. 


4And ivhen He decides upon a thing He says to it only: "Be!'’ 
- and it is.} 


means, He cannot be opposed or resisted. Whatever He wills 
definitely comes to pass. 


!y^= iy* Xj> IfM jl Ji $} 

j V) Oyr>i~* J— i L ' jfj x\ JJiSi' j) ySf-i \Al7j uiy 
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469. See you not those ivlw dispute about the Aydt of Allah? 
How are they turning away?} 

470. Those ivlto deny the Book, and that with which We settt 
Our Messengers they will come to knoiv.} 

471. When iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and 
the chains, they shall be dragged along,} 

$72. In the boiling water, then they will be burned in the 
Fire.} 

473. Then it will be said to them: "Where are (all) those wlwm 
you used to consider partners"} 

474. "Besides Allah”? They will say: "They have vanished 
from us. Nay, we did not call upon anything before." Titus 
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Allah leads astray the disbelievers .y 

475. That was because you had been exulting in the earth 
without any right, and that you used to rejoice extremely .> 

476. Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein, and (indeed) what 
an evil abode of the arrogantly 


The End of Those Who dispute and deny the Signs of 
Allah 

Allah says, ‘do you not wonder, O Muhammad, at those who 
deny the signs of Allah and dispute the truth by means of 
falsehood, how their minds are diverted from the truth and are 
misguided?’ 

iThose who deny the Book, and that with which We sent Our 
Messengersy 

means, guidance and clear proof. 

4££i: 


4 they will come to know.y This is a stem warning and clear 
threat from the Lord to these people. This is like the Ayah: 


iWoe that Day to the deniersiy (77:15) 
4 jSSfl A* 


iWhen iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and the 
chains.y 

means, the chains will be attached to the iron collars, and the 
keepers of Hell will drag them along on their faces, sometimes 
to the boiling water, and sometimes to the Fire. Allah says: 





4 f/iey shall be dragged along, in the boiling water, then they 
will be burned in the Fire.y 


This is like the Ayat. 


477ns is the Hell which the criminals denied. They will go 




betiveen it and the fierce boiling water!} (55:43-44). 

After describing how they will eat Zaqqum (a bitter tree of Hell) 
and drink Hamlm (boiling water), Allah says: 

iThen thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of 
Hell.} (37:68), 

And Allah says: 


7 oj jb 'if .fft-j jjr- j C ^Q)\ IZerYj} 


iAnd those on the Left Hand - how (unfortunate) will be those 
on the Left Hand? In fierce hot wind and boiling water, and 
shadow of black smoke, (that shadoiv) neither cool nor (even) 
pleasant.} until 


i&r* ojJLi ;«,yyj J- jfZ j. (jjfii ujiUJi $ jj3{ f} 

fj{ pb '-*■* - 1 . vir* jil/—* . *3e 


477iew moreover, verily, - you the erritig-ones, the deniers (of 
Resurrection)! You verily, will eat of the trees of Zaqqum. Then 
you will fill your bellies therewith, and drink boiling water on 
top of it. And you will drink (that) like thirsty camels! That 
will be their entertainment on the Day of Recompense 1 } 
(56:41-44, 51-56), 


. ^ ^ ✓ #/ # ^ ^ /# - 

4 U IjCa o[ rS 
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iVerily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners. Like 
boiling oil, it will boii in the bellies, like the boiling of scalding 
water. (It will be said:) "Seize him and drag him into the midst 
of blazing Fire, then pour over his head the torment of boiling 
water. Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 
mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to 
doubt!"} (44:43-50) 


Le., this will be said to them to rebuke and ridicule them. 
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}Then it will be said to than: "Where are (all) those whom you 
consideredparhiers - besides Allah?"} 
means, it will be said to them, “where are the idols whom you 
used to worship instead of Allah? Can they help you today?’ 


}They will say: "They have vanished from us..."} mean, they have 
gone away and they cannot do anything for us.’ 




}Nay, we did not invoke (worship) anything before.} 
means, they will deny that they worshipped them. This is like 
the Ayah: 


i if u % & <>' ot % 




iThere will then be (left) no Fitnah (excuse) for them but to 
say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not tlwse who joined others 
in worship with Allah."} (6:23) 

Allah says: 

ii' j-ji i$£} 


iThus Allah leads astray the disbelievers}. 


4 . yf,l>y~fc> o >4 


4That was because you had been exulting in the earth without 
any right, and that you used to rejoice extremely.} 
means, the angels will say to them, “what you are suffering 
now is your recompense for your exulting in the earth without 
any right, and for your extravagance.’ 


iSj* 9 *°'^ 


}Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein, and (indeed) what an 
evil abode of the arrogant!} 

means, what a terrible abode and final destination, filled with 
humiliation and severe punishment for those who arrogantly 
ignored the signs of Allah and refused to accept His proof and 
evidence. And Allah knows best. 





,>• J-e-j ^ 

cfjjf &jJ, 

^S4j*^£ ' J &~*y‘ j> 

4£ o5 li} Cliji :35j 

,44; ii£ e^S oS >44 

lij ^ kl f - jMU ^J <J> 
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477. So be patient, 
verily, the promise of 
Allah is true and 
whether We show you 
some part of what We 
have promised them, or 
We cause you to die, 
then still it is to Us they 
all shall be returned .4 
478. And, indeed 


We have sent Messengers before you, of some of them We have 
related to you their story. And of some We have not related to 
you their story, and it was not given to any Messenger that he 
should bring a sigxi except by the leave of Allah. But, when 
comes the commandment of Allah, the matter xoill be decided 
with truth, and the followers of falsehood will then be lost.4 


The Command to be Patient and Good News of Victory 

Here Allah commands His Messenger % to patiently bear the 
rejection of those who rejected him: ‘Allah will fulfill His 
promise to you that you will be victorious and will prevail over 
your people, and you and those who follow you, will be the 
successful ones in this world and the Hereafter.’ 
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iand whether We sltmo you some part of what We have 
promised them,'} 

means, in this world, and this is what happened, for Allah 
gave them the joy of humiliating the leaders and nobles (of the 
Quraysh), who were killed on the day of Badr, then Allah 
granted them victory over Makkah and the entire Arabian 
Peninsula during the lifetime of the Prophet jg. 

ior We cause you to die, then still it is to Us they all shall be 
returned.} 

means, ‘and We shall inflict a severe punishment upon them 
in the Hereafter.’ Then Allah says, consoling |His Prophet jg): 

iAnd, indeed We have sent Messengers before you, of some of 
them We have related to you their story.} 

as Allah also says in Surat An-Nisa V 1 * meaning, *We have 
revealed the stories of some of them and how their people 
disbelieved in them, but the Messengers ultimately prevailed.’ 

o 11 "* 1 1 1 ' pi o* p+ 

iAnd of some We have not related to you their story,} 

and they are many, many more than those whose stories have 
been told, as has been stated in Surat An-Nisa.’. Praise and 
blessings be to Allah. 

i%\ ail, -JI 35% aX J Jj to, or 

iand it was not given to any Messenger that he should bring a 
sign except by the leave of Allah.} 

means, none of the Prophets was able to bring miracles to his 
people except when Allah granted him permission to do that 
as a sign of the truth of the message he brought to them. 

4But, ivhen comes the commandment of Allah,} 
means, His punishment and vengeance which will encompass 


See volume three, the Tafsir of Surat An-Nisa *(4:164). 
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the disbelievers. 




4,the matter ivill be decided with truth,4 so the believers will be 
saved and the disbelievers will be destroyed. Allah says: 


iand the followers of falsehood will then be lost.} 

gLj p$ p £Zr 

tjfli t i l l a ' ' 1 4 " : lr j p^s£|>tJutf j 4*.U> 

4 ■; All' 


479. Allah, it is He Wlw has made cattle for you, that you 
may ride on some of them, and of some you eat.} 

480. And you have (many other) benefits from them, and that 
you may reach by their means a desire tiwt is in your breasts, 
and on them and on ships you are carried.} 

481. And He shoivs you His Ayat. Which, then of the Aydt of 
Allah do you deny?} 


The Cattle are also a Blessing from Allah and a Sign from 
Him 


Allah reminds His servants of His blessing in that He created 
the cattle [ Al-An’am ] for them, which refers to camels, cows 
and sheep; some of them they ride and some of them they eat. 
Camels may be ridden or eaten; their milk is drunk and they 
are used for carrying heavy burdens on journeys to distant 
lands. Cattle are eaten and their milk is drunk; they are also 
used for plowing the earth. Sheep are eaten and their milk is 
also drunk. The hair and wool of all of these animals is used 
to make tents, clothing and furnishings, as we have already 
discussed in Surat Al-An‘am and Surat An-Nahl etc. Allah 
says here: 


j v-L- (pc 


m 


See (6:142) and (16:58, 66, 80). 



508 


Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

4Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, that you may 
ride on some of them, and of some you eat. And you have 
(many other) benefits from them, and that you may reach by 
their means a desire that is in your breasts, and on them and 
on ships you are carried.} 


4 And He shows you His Ay at.} means, ‘His proof and evidence, 
on the horizons and in yourselves.’ 

4<jf£-i «il' V"4'» 


4Which, then of the Aydt of Allah do you deny?} 

means, you cannot deny any of His signs and proofs, unless 
you are stubborn and arrogant. 


££ ]y^ Cj j»fi\ 4 x 

A* /JXj <iL llil* ijJli 

JX-j XX 4 XX ji a»T Xii C.I \fj £j 


482. Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what 
was the etid of those before them? They were more in number 
than them and mightier in strength, and in the traces in the 
land; yet all that they used to earn availed them not.} 

483. Thai when their Messengers came to them with clear 
proofs, they were glad (and proud) with that which they had of 
the btowledge (of worldly things). And that at which they used 
to mock, surrounded them.} 

484. So ivhen they saw Our punishment, they said: "We 
believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate 
with Him as (His) partners.”} 

485. Then their Faith could not avail them when they saw Our 
punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing 
with His servants. And there the disbelievers lost utterly.} 
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The Lesson to be learned from what happened to Those 
Who Came before 

Allah tells us about the nations who rejected their Messengers 
in ancient times. He mentioned the severe punishment they 
suffered despite their great strength, He mentioned the traces 
which they left behind in the earth and the great wealth they 
amassed. None of that availed them anything and could not 
prevent the punishment of Allah at all. That is because when 
the Messengers came to them with clear signs and decisive 
evidence, they did not pay any attention to them. Instead, they 
were content with the knowledge with them, or so they claimed, 
and they said that they did not need what the Messengers 
brought them. Mujahid said, “They said, we know better than 
them, we will not be resurrected and we will not be 
punished.”* 11 As-Suddi said, “In their ignorance, they rejoiced 
in what they had of (worldly) knowledge. So Allah sent upon 
them a punishment which they could not escape or resist.” 

irti 

$and surrounded them.} means, encompassed them. 

i&gk * 'X & 

ithat at which they used to mock,} means, that which they used 
to disbelieve in and said would never happen, 

\j\j 


4So when they saw Our punislvnent,} means, when they saw with 
their own eyes the punishment which came upon them, they said, 




iWe believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to 
associate with Him as (His) parhiers.} 


means, they affirmed that Allah is One and denied the false 
gods, but this was at the time when excuses were to no avail. 
This is like what Fir‘awn said as he was drowning: 




m 


At-Tabari 21 : 422 . 
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41 believe that ttotie has the right to be worshipped but He in 
Wlwm the Children of Israel believe, and I am one of the 
Muslims.} (10:90) 

But Allah said: 


Si jij 


4 N 010 (you believe) while you refused to believe before and you 
were one of the the corrupters.} (10:91) 


meaning, Allah did not accept this from him, because He had 
answered the prayer of His Prophet Musa, when he said, 


ifiS f ^at S2 &• ^ ^ 


harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until 
they see the painful torment £ (10:88). 

Allah says here: 


4?‘i0i <4 J4 jUll oil CX lilj 


their Faith could not avail them when they saw Our 
punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing 
with His servants > 

means, this is the ruling of Allah concerning all those who 
repent only when they actually see the punishment: He does 
not accept that from them. It says in the Hadith: 

® ji’jju u jujji 4jjj lo iut op 

«Allah will accept the repentance of His servant so long as the 
death rattle is not sounding in his throat 

Once the death rattle is sounding and the soul has reached 
the throat, and the dying person actually sees the angel (of 
death), then he can no longer repent. Allah says: 

Mi fSj} 


4 And there the disbelievers lost utterly.} 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Ghdfir. Praise and 
thanks be to Allah. 


I 1 * Ibn Majah 2:1420. 
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The Tafsir of Surah Fussilat 1 ' 
(Chapter - 41) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


J 




tvv 


ie -L’- 
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41. Ha Mrm.> 

42. A revelation from 
the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful.} 

43. A Book whereof the 
Ayat arc explained in 
detail - a Qur'an in 
Arabic for people who 
knoiv. } 

44. Giving glad tidings 
and warning, but most 
of them turn away, so 
they hear not.} 

45. And they 


say : "Our hearts are under coverings from that to which you 


^ This Surah is also known as Ha Mtm As-Sajdah. 
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sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.} (41:42). 

fji} 

ifor people who know} means, this clear style will be readily 
understood by scholars who are thoroughly versed in 
knowledge. 



iGiving glad tidings and warning,$ means, sometimes it brings 
glad tidings to the believers, and sometimes it brings a warning 
to the disbelievers. 

ibut most of them him away, so they hear not.} 

means, most of the Quraysh did not understand anything of it 
at all, despite the fact that it was so clear. 

4^4=^ xx ty&j} 

4And they say: “Our hearts are under coverings..."} meaning, 
they are wrapped and screened, 

i% && $ A 

ifrom that to which you invite us; and in our ears is 
deafness,} 

means, Sve are deaf to the message you bring to us.’ 

i&y b* jfj} 

iand between us and you is a screen,} ‘so nothing of what you say 
reaches us.’ 

j Icfc} 


iso work you (on your way); verily, we are working} 

means, go your way, and we will go our way, and we will not 
follow you. 

3£ A ^ *4 M 13 C\ $} 

£ £ 3 ifcr, 

}6 . Say: "1 am only a human being like you. It is revealed to 
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me that your God is One God, therefore take straight path to 
Him and obedience to Him, and seek forgiveness of Him. And 
woe to the polytheists .) 

47. Those who give not the Zakah and they are disbelievers in 
the Hereafter.) 

48. Truly, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for 
them will be an endless reward that will never stop.) 


The Call to Tawhid 

Allah says, 


4Say) ‘O Muhammad, to these disbelievers and idolators,’ 

4 JS01T3 5 & PS 3 B 


41 am only a human being like you. It is revealed to me that 
your God is One God,) 

‘not like these idols and false gods which you worship. Allah is 
one God,’ 

4d\ 


4therefore take straight path to Him) means, “worship Him Alone 
sincerely, in accordance with what He has commanded you 
through His Messengers.’ 



4and seek forgiveness of Him) means, ‘for your past sins.’ 

iAnd woe to the polytheists means, doom and destruction is 
their lot. 

oyjJ ^ 


iThose who give not the Zakah} 'Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn 'Abbas that this means those who do not bear witness that 
there is no God except Allah J 1 ^ This was also the view of 
‘Ikrimah. 121 This is like the Ayat 


111 At-Tabari 21 :430. 
121 At-Tabari 21:430. 
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Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself. And indeed he fails 
who corrupts himself.} (91:9-10) And; 


4 zi % * '& & 


4 Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And 
remembers (glorifies) the Name of his Lord, and praus.} 
(87:14-15) And; 


J at 2 > £} 


iAnd say to him: "Would you purify yourself?"} (79:18) 

What is meant by Zakah here is purification of the soul, 
ridding oneself of all bad qualities, the worst of which is Shirk. 
The Zakah paid on one’s wealth is so called because it purifies 
wealth, and it is a means of increasing it, blessing it and 
making it more beneficial, and a means of assisting one to use 
it in doing good deeds. 

Qatadah said, “They withheld the Zakah of their wealth.” 
This is the apparent meaning according to many of the 
scholars of Tafstr, and this is the view favored by Ibn Jarir. 11 ' 

But the matter is subject to further examination, because 
the obligation of Zakah was instituted during the second year 
after the Hijrah to Al-Madlnah, according to what is stated by 
several scholars. Yet this Ayah was revealed in Makkah. 
However, it is not unlikely that the principle of giving charity 
and Zakah was already in place and had been enjoined at the 
beginning of the Prophet’s mission, as Allah says: 






4 but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest ^ (6:141). 

As for the details of Zakah and how it is to be calculated 
according to the Nusub, were explained in Al-Madlnah. This is 
how we may reconcile between the two opinions. Similarly, 
prayer was originally enjoined before sunrise and before sunset 
at the beginning of the Prophet’s mission; it was only on the 
Night of the Isra\ a year and a half before the Hijrah , that 

m 


At-Tabari 21:431. 
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Allah enjoined upon 
His Messenger the 
five daily prayers. The 
conditions and 
essential elements of 
prayer were explained 
later, in stages. And 
All&h knows best. 
Then Allah says: 

&* !£C •# 

£ # 

iTruly, those who 
believe and do righteous 
good deeds, for them will 
be an endless reward 
that will never stop.} 
Mujahid and others 
said, “It will never be 
cut off or decrease.” 
This is like the Aydt 

i0\'4 ^ <^} 


therein for ever.} (18:3) 
4 {j|> }j4 J* ^Sxt} 


iThey shall abide 


4 a gift without an end} (11:108) 

CpysK 4*: & fos a sp* 4 j#r p tip* fij $} 

f ^Ct) Ar“ $ i*ArO Wty Ji [s^i> Q J**y 

Qt 13ii t^T i &f oiSoj Cl 3(2 S& J31 Jj, 

Iki^j f *- _\ ■ ■ » . * Cjj)( ii . Jl £ jjj U^i ■ ) ,.. j 4 ) ^-.. . 


49. Say: "Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the 
earth in two Days? And you set up rivals with Him? That is 
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the Lord of all that exists.”) 

410 . He placed therein firm mountains from above it, and He 
blessed it, and measured therein its sustenance in four Days 
equal for all those who ask.) 

ill. Then He rose over (Istawa ila) the heaven when it was 
smoke, and said to it and to the earth: "Come both of you 
willingly or unwillingly." They both said: "We come 
willingly.") 

412 . Then He completed and finished their creation (as) seven 
heavens in two Days and He made in each heaven its affair. 
And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) 
to be an adornment as well as to guard. Such is the decree of 
Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower.) 


Some Details of the Creation of this Universe 


Here Allah denounces the idolators who worship other gods 
apart from Him although He is the Creator, Subduer and 
Controller of all things. He says: 


ila a 4 & 4h p4 $) 


4Say: “Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth 
in two Days? And you set up rivals with Him?") 

meaning, false gods whom you worship alongside Him?’ 

4 ^$ 


4That is the Lord of the that exists.) the Creator of all things is 
the Lord of all the creatures. Here the Ayah; 

i$ ‘Of 4 


4Who created the heavens and the earth in Six Days) (7:54). 
is explained in more detail; the creation of the earth and the 
creation of the heaven are discussed separately. Allah says 
that He created the earth first, because it is the foundation, 
and the foundation should be built first, then the roof. Allah 
says elsewhere: 


4'y*'y*~“ t" ii'J—* p ^4 IS (X) 


4He it is Who created for you all that is on the earth. Then He 
rose over (Istawa ila) the heaven and made them seven heavens) 
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(2:29). 

With regard to the Ay&t. 


iAre you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He 
constructed? He raised its height, and has perfected it. Its night 
He covers with darkness and its forenoon He brings out (with 
light). And after that He spread the earth, And brought forth 
therefrom its water and its pashire. And the mountains He has 
fixed firmly, (to be) a provision and benefit for you and your 
cattle.} (79:27-33) 


This Ayah states that the spreading out of the earth came 
after the creation of the heavens, but the earth itself was 
created before the heavens according to some texts. This was 
the response of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, as 
recorded by Al-Bukhari in his Tafsir of this Ayah in his SahXh. 
He recorded that Said bin Jubayr said: “A man said to Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: 1 find some 
things in the Qur’an which confuse me: 


yj $3 


4There will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another} (23:101), 

iAnd they will turn to one another and question one another >(37:27), 
ibut they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah > (4:42), 

4 # 


4By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in 
worship with Allah > (6:23) 

But in this Ayah they did hide something. And Allah says: 

©if ,i lit 1*3 jk} 
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4Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He 
constructed?} until; 


4'i m 


4And after that He spread the earth.} (79:27-30) 

So He mentioned the creation of the heavens before the earth, 
then He said: 


4*5 4 32- 4 \ j£L1 jft 


4S«y: “Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth 
in two Days?..."} until; 




4We come willingly.} Here He mentioned the creation of the 
earth before the creation of the heavens. And He says: 

4 i&i} 

4verily, Allah (Kona) is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merdffil} (4:23). 


4: 

4Most Powerful, All-Wise} (4:56). 

4li 


4All-Hearer, All-Seer} (4:58). It is as if He was and is no 
longer.’' 1 ' 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, replied: 

4«§: SjsLi 'tj 04 "<&} 


4There will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another} (23:101), 


this will happen when the Trumpet is blown for the first time. 

iii ,>* i_j ,>■ ^f^ai} 


4And all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth 
will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills} (39:68), 

and at that time there will be no kinship among them, nor will 


Kana literally means “was”. 
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they ask of one another. Then when the Sur will be blown 
again, 

4.And they will turn to one another and question one another ^ 
(37:27). 

With regard to the Ayat, 

4By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in 
worship with Allah > (6:23) and 

4# it 5j %} 

4but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah} 
(4:42), 

Allah will forgive the sincere believers their sins, then the 
idolators will say, ‘Let us say that we never joined others in 
worship with Allah.’ Then a seal will be placed over their 
mouths, and their hands will speak. Then it will be known 
that not a single fact can be hidden from Allah, and at that 
point, 

4those who disbelieved will wish} (4:42). 

Allah created the earth in two days, then He created the 
heavens, then He ( Istawd ila ) the heaven and gave it its shape 
in two more days. Then He spread the earth, which means 
that He brought forth therefrom its water and its pasture. And 
He created the mountains, sands, inanimate things, rocks and 
hills and everything in between, in two more days. This is 
what Allah says: 

4(He) spread (the earth)} (79:30) 

And Allah’s saying: 

4<£*j>. <4 i &-} 

4(He) created the earth in two Days } So He created the earth and 
everything in it in four days, and He created the heavens in two days. 




hA* «•* o$j) 

4 verily, Allah (Kana) is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful ► (4:23). 

This is how He described Himself, and this is how He still is. 
Whatever Allah wills comes to pass, so do not be confused 
about the Qur’an, for all of it comes from Allah.’” This was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari.* 1 * 

i(He) created the earth in two Days) means, on Sunday and 
Monday. 

Oi IrfL Q 

4He placed therein firm mountains from above it, and He 
blessed it,) 

means, He blessed it and gave it the potential to be planted 
with seeds and bring forth produce. 

4And measured therein its sustenance) 

means, what its people need of provision and places in which 
to plant things and grow crops. This was on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, which together with the two previous days add up 
to four days. 

*5r* $ id 

4in four Days equal for all those who ask.) 

meaning, for those who want to ask about that, so that they 
might know. Ikrimah and Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 

iand measured therein its sustenance): “He placed in every land 
that which is not suited for any other land.”* 2 * Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, concerning the Ayah, 

111 FathAl-B&ri8A18. 

* 2 ' At-Tabari 21:436. 
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iequal for all those who ask}: this means, “For whoever wants to 
ask about that.”* 1 * Ibn Zayd said: 

$ 0 -4 <%$ j%} 

iand measured therein its sustenance in four Days equal for all 
those who ask.} 

“According to whatever a person who is need of provision 
wants, Allah measures out for him what he needs.” ,2 > This is 
like what they said concerning the Ayah: 

Jt £££'.,} 

iAnd He gave you of all that you asked for} (14:34). And Allah 
knows best. 

<58 & .pi \ ?} 

iThen He rose over (Istawa ila) towards the heaven when it was 
smoke,} 

i.e., steam which arose from it when the earth was created. 

< bjr*" 3* Qii ugj&l> a Ofc} 

iand said to it and to the earth: “Come both of you willingly 
or unwillingly."} 

meaning, Respond to My command and be subjected to this 
action, willingly or unwillingly.’ 

iTIiey both said: "We come willingly."} meaning, *we will respond 
to You willingly and everything that You want to create in us - 
angels. Jinn and men - will all be obedient to You.’ 

iThen He completed and finished tlteir creation (as) seven 
heavens in two Days} 

means, He finished forming them as seven heavens in two 
more days, which were Thursday and Friday. 



111 At-Tabari 21:438. 
* 2 ' At-Tabari 21:438. 
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iand He decreed in each heaven its affair.$ 

means, He placed in each heaven whatever it needs of angels 
and things which are known only unto Him. 

4And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps ^ 
means, the stars and planets which shine on the people of the 
earth. 


ias well as to guards means, as protection against the Skayatin, 
lest they listen to the angels on high. 


4+£i\ j$\ $$ 


iSuch is the Decree of Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower$ 

means, the Almighty Who has subjugated all things to His 
control, the All-Knower Who knows all the movements of His 
creatures. 
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413. Bwf if they turn away, then say: “I have warned you of a 
Sa'iqah 111 like the Sd’iqah which overtook 'Ad and Thamiid.")> 

414. When the Messengers came to them, from before them and 
behind them (saying): "Worship none but Allah," they said: 
“If our Lord had so willed, He would surely have sent down 
the angels. So, indeed ufe disbelieve in that with which you 
have been sent 

415. As for ‘Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, 


111 


A thunderbolt or a lightning bolt. 
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and they said: "Who is mightier than us in strength?" See they 
not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than 
them. And they used to deny Our Ayatfy 

416. So, We sent upon them a Sarsar wind in days of calamity 
that We might give them a taste 'of disgracing torment in this 
present worldly life. But surely the torment of the Hereafter will 
be more disgracing, and they loill never be helped.$ 

417. And as for Thamud, We showed them the path of truth 
but they preferred blindness to guidance; so the Sa’iqah of 
disgracing torment seized them because of what they used to 
eam.$ 

418. And We saved those who believed and had Taqwa.} 


A Warning to the Disbelievers and a Reminder of the 
Story of ‘Ad and Thamud 

Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators who 
disbelieve in the message of truth that you have brought: If 
you turn away from that which 1 have brought to you from 
Allah, then I warn you of the punishment of Allah like the 
punishment that the past nations suffered for disbelieving in 
the Messengers.’ 

4\y^i} jIo jij ilfCofy 


4a Sa'iqah like the Sa'iqah which overtook ‘Ad and Thamud 
and other similar nations who did what they did, 

4When the Messengers came to them, from before them and 
behind them ^ 


This is like the Ayah: 

OO (J5i ot J-XlM Jij /L»y jail i\ >U a 


iAnd remember (Htid) the brother of 4 Ad, when he warned his 
people in Al-AhqafP^ And surely, there have passed away 
wamers before him and after him$ (46:21). 

which means that in the neighboring towns and cities, Allah 


m 


Curved sand-hills in the southern part of Arabian Peninsula. 
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sent Messengers who commanded the people to worship Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate, and they brought good 
news as well as warnings. They saw the punishment Allah 
sent upon His enemies, and the blessings which He bestowed 
upon His friends, yet despite all of this, they did not believe in 
them. On the contrary, they denied them and rejected them, 
and said: 

4 %& e; & 


4If our Lord had so willed , He would surely have sent down 
the angels.$ 

meaning, if Allah were to send Messengers, they would be 
angels sent from His presence. 

4So, indeed we disbelieve in that with which you have been 
sent.} 

means, ^because you are a mere human; we will not follow you 
because you are just men like us.’ 

4 % tty 


iAsfor ‘Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right.} 
means, they were arrogant, stubborn and disobedient. 


iand they said: "Who is mightier than us in strength?"} 

They boasted of their physical strength, and power; they 
thought that this would protect them from Allah’s 
punishment. 

m 33 ji !£? M} 

iSee they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in 
strength than them.} 

means, do they not realize, when they are showing enmity, 
that He is the Almighty Who created all things and gave them 
whatever strength they have, and that His onslaught will be 
far greater? This is like the Ayah: 
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iWith Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, We are able 
to extend the vastness of space thereof.$ (51:47) 

They openly opposed the Almighty and denied His signs and 
disobeyed His Messenger. Allah said: 

|*pk &$} 

iSo We sent upon them a Sarsar wind}. Some said that this was a 
strongly blowing wind; others said that it was a cold wind. It 
was also said that it is the wind that makes a noise. The truth 
that it was all of these things, for it was a strong wind that was 
an apt punishment for their being deceived by their physical 
strength. It was also intensely cold, as Allah says: 

iwith a Sarsar wind!} (69:6), meaning a very cold wind. It also 
made a furious sound. Additionally, there is a famous river in 
the east which is called Sarsar because of the noise it makes as 
it flows. 




iin days of calamity} means, consecutive days. 


& && '£.} 

iseven nights and eight days in succession} (69:7). This is like the 
Ayah : 

j - * ' 


ion a day of calamity, continuous} (54:19) 

i.e., the punishment began on a day which was of evil omen 
for them, and this evil omen continued for them, 

S $$ 


iseven nights and eight days in succession} (69:7) 

until they were destroyed, every last one of them, and their 
humiliation in this world was joined to their punishment in 
the Hereafter. Allah says: 





ithat We might give them a taste of disgracing torment in this 
present worldly life . But surely the torment of the Hereafter wilt 
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be more disgracing.} 
meaning, more humiliating for them. 

it v $¥ 

iand they will never be helped .} means, in the Hereafter, just as 
they were never helped in this world, and they had no one who 
could protect them from Allah or save them from His 
punishment. 

4&0 & 

iAnd as for Thamud, We showed them the path of truth} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Abu Al-Aliyah, 
Said bin Jubayr, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, “We 
explained to them.” 111 Ath-Thawri said, “We called them.” 
Allah’s saying; 

ittiS £ &cJi} 

ibut they preferred blindness to guidance;} 

means, “We showed them the truth and made it clear to them 
through the words of their Prophet Salih, but they opposed 
him and rejected him, and they slaughtered the she-camel of 
Allah which He had made a sign for them of the truth of their 
Prophet.’ 

y&K fixk} 

iso the Sa'iqah of disgracing torment seized them} 
means, Allah sent upon them the Sat/hah, 12 ' earthquake, 
intense humiliation, punishment and torment. 

ibecause of what they used to earn} means, because of their 
disbelief and rejection. 

i\p: P;} 

iAnd We saved those who believed} 
means, *We saved them from among them, and no harm came 

111 At-Tabari 21 :448 Surah Hud [11 :94]. 

121 See volume five, the Tafslr of Surah HUd [ 11:94). 





to them;’ Allah saved 
them along with His 
Prophet $&lih, peace 
be upon him, because 
of their fear of Allah. 
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<19. And (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be 
gathered to the Fire, then they will be driven.$ 

420. Till, when they reach it, their hearing (ears) and their 
eyes and their skins will testify against them as to what they 
used to do.} 


421. And they will say to their skins, "Why do you testify 
against us?” They will say: "Allah has caused us to speak - as 
He causes all things to speak, and He created you the first time, 
and to Him you are made to return.”} 

422. And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), 
lest your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify 
against you; but you thought that Allah knew not much of 
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what you were doing.} 

423. And that thought of yours which you thought about your 
Lord, has brought you to destruction; and you have become of 
those utterly lost!} 

424. Then, if they bear the torment patiently, then the Fire is 
the home for them, and if they seek to please Allah, yet they are 
not of those who will ever be allowed to please Allah.} 


On the Day of Judgement, the Sinners' Limbs will 
testify against Them 


3j U £3 }%} 


iAnd (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be 
gathered to the Fire, then they will be driven.} 

means, remind these idolators of the Day when they will be 
gathered to the Fire and they will be driven, i.e., the keepers of 
Hell will gather the first of them with the last of them, as Allah 
says elsewhere: 

iAnd We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state} 
(19:86). 


<&£■ C $ &} 

iTill, when they reach it,} means, when they stand at its edge, 

4o>£«j \y£ IL 

i their hearing (ears) and their eyes and their skins will testify 
against them as to what they used to do.} 

means, all their deeds, earlier and later; not a single letter will 
be concealed. 

4&£ IjJi %>} 

iAnd they will say to their skins, "1 Why do you testify against 

they will blame their limbs and their skins when they testify 
against them, at which point their limbs will answer: 

i& $ % fj. jT ojS t & 00 #£} 
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iThey will say: ‘‘Allah has caused us to speak - as He causes 
all things to speak, and He created you the first time,} 

means, and He cannot be opposed or resisted, and to Him you 
will return. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar narrated that Anas 
bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah Sg laughed and smiled one day, and said: 

«Will you not ask about why I laughed?*" They said, “O 
Messenger of Allah, why did you laugh?” He said: 


v 5? J‘j*j Jj :j>; udi Zj Of 

Jil Jjti Illali zji- Jji Y -djAJ :Jli 

: - Jli - fl^il jSSSUiuj lip ^ J h'Jz 
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tjjd 11s ^ ilJ : 


«/ was amazed at how a servant will dispute with his Lord on 
the Day of Resurrection. He will say, "My Lord, did You twt 
promise me that you would not treat me unjustly?" Allah will 
say, "Yes." Tlte man will say, "I will not accept any witness 
against me except from myself." Allah will say, "Is it not 
sufficient that I and the angels, the noble scribes, are 
witnesses?" These words will be repeated several times, then a 
seal will be placed over his mouth and his organs (or limbs) will 
speak about what he used to do. Then he will say, "Away with 
you! It was only for your sake that I was arguing!" b”* 1 ' 

It was recorded by him and Ibn Abi Hatim.* 2 ' It was also 
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasal J 3 ' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that Abu Burdah said that Abu Musa said, “The disbeliever or 
the hypocrite will be called to account and his Lord will show 
him his deeds, but he will deny them and say, ‘O Lord, by 
Your glory, this angel has written about me something that I 
did not do.’ The angel will say to him, “Did you not do such 


111 Al-Hfikim 4:601. 

121 At-Tabari 21:452. 

I 3 ' Muslim 4:2280, An-Nasal in Al-Kubra 6:508. 
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and such on such and such a day in such and such a place?’ 
He will say, ‘No, by Your glory O Lord, I did not do it.’ When 
he does that, a seal will be placed over his mouth.” Al-Ash‘ari, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I think that the first 
part of his body to speak will be his right thigh.” 

Allah’s saying: 


<p& % && ^} 


iAnd you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest 
your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify against 
you;} 


means, their organs and skins will say to them, when they 
blame them for testifying against them, “you did not hide from 
us what you used to do, on the contrary, you openly 
committed disbelief and sin, and you claimed that you did not 
care, because you did not believe that Allah knew about all 
your deeds.’ Allah says: 


M da m t&fi a <s *; -3 a 3 m 




ibut you thought that Allah knew not much of what you were 
doing. And that thought of yours which you thought about 
your Lord, has brought you to destruction;} 

meaning, “this evil thought, i.e., your belief that Allah did not 
know much of what you were doing, is what has caused you 
to be doomed and has made your losers before your Lord.’ 

iand you have become of those utterly lost!} 

means, In the place of Resurrection, you have lost your own 
selves and your families.’ 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “I was hiding beneath the covering of the 
Kalaah, and three men came along — a man from the Quraysh 
and two of his brothers-in-law from Thaqlf, or a man from 
Thaqlf and two of his brothers-in-law from the Quraysh. Their 
bellies were very fat, and did not have much understanding. 
They said some words I could not hear, then one of them said, 
*Do you think that Allah can hear what we are saying now?’ 
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4They will say: "Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, 
and we were (an) erring people. Our Lord! Bring us out of 
this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be 
wrongdoers." He will say: "Remain you in it with ignominy! 
And speak you not to Me!"}” (23:106-108). 111 
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425. And We /wue assigned for them intimate companions (in 
this world), who have made fair seeming to them, what was 
before them and what was behind them. And the Word is 
justified against them as it was justified against those who were 
among the previous generations of Jinn and men that had 
passed away before than. Indeed they (all) were the losers.} 

426. And those who disbelieve say: "Listen not to this Qur'an, 
and make noise in the midst of its (recitation) that you may 
overcome."} 

427. But surely, We shall cause those who disbelieve to taste a 
severe torment, and certainly, We shall requite them the worst 
of what they used to do.} 

428. That is the recompense of the enemies of Allah : the Fire. 
Therein will be for them the eternal home, a recompense for that 
they used to deny Our Ayat.} 

429. And those who disbelieve will say: "Our Lord! Show us 
those among Jinn and men who led us astray, that we may 
crush them under our feet so that they become the lowest."} 


The in t im ate Companions of the Idolators make Evil 
Actions attractive to Them 

Allah tells us that He is the One Who sends the idolators 

m 


Al-Tabari 21:458. 
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astray, and that this happens by His will and decree. He is the 
All-Wise in His actions, when He appoints for them close 
companions from among the devils of men and Jinn. 




iwho have made fair seeming to them, what was before them 
and what was behind them.} 

means, they made their deeds attractive to them in the past. 
As far as the future is concerned, they only see themselves as 
doing good, as Allah says: 






^And whosoever hirns away blindly from the remembrance of 
the Most Gracious, We appoint for him a Shaytan to be a 
companion for him. And verily, they hinder them from the 
path, but they think that they are guided aright!} (43:36-37) 


4$nr '&>} 


iAnd the Word is justified against them} means, the Word of 
torment, just as it was justified against the nations of the past 
who did what they did, men and Jinn alike. 


<Uc& & && 


ilndeed they (all) were the losers.} means, they are all equal in 
terms of loss and being doomed. 


How the disbelievers advised One Another not to listen 
to the Qur’an, and the Recompense for that 

^And those who disbelieve say: "Listen not to this Qur’an..."} 
means, they advised one another not to pay heed to the 
Qur’an or obey its commands. 

4 and make noise in the midst of its} means, when it is recited, do 
not listen to it. This was the view of Mujahid. “And make noise 
in the midst of its (recitation)” means whistling and trying to 
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make the Messenger of Allah jg confused when he recited 
Qur’an, which is what the Quraysh did. 


4 that you may overcome means, this is the practice of these 
ignorant disbelievers and those who follow in their footsteps, 
when they hear the Qur’an. Allah commanded us to be different 
from that, and said: 




a scar ss} 


iSo, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, and be silent that 
you may receive mercy.} (7:204). 

Then Allah says: 


iBut surely, We shall cause those who disbelieve to taste a 
severe torment,$ 

meaning, in return for what they do when they hear the 
Qur’an. 


444 -*^ ^ 

iand certainly. We shall requite them the worst of what they 
used to do.} 


means, for their evil deeds. 

oj' Ji»> ili r 3sr jjiti j\i i^j jtli iu\ xiA ifpi. Ostf} 
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iThat is the recompense of the enemies of Allah: the Fire. 
Therein will be for them the eternal home, a recompense for that 
they used to deny Our Ayat. And those who disbelieve will 
say: “Our Lord! Show us those among Jinn and men who led 
us astray, that we may crush them under our feet so that they 
become the lowest."} 

It was reported that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
concerning the phrase. 
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430. Verily, those who 
say: "Our Lord is Al¬ 
lah," and then they 
stand firm, on them the 
angels will descend (say¬ 
ing): "Fear not, nor 
grieve! But receive the 
glad tidings of Paradise 
which you have been 
promised!"} 

432. "We have 
been your friends 


in the life of this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein 
you shall have (all) that your souls desire, and therein you shall 
have (all) for which you ask."} 

432. "An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful."} 


Glad Tidings to Those Who believe in Allah Alone and 
stand firm 


4l^f P C& !# <Zt$ & 

iVerily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah," and then they 
stand firm,} 

means, they do good deeds sincerely for the sake of Allah, and 
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Muslim also recorded it in his Sahih, and An-Nasal recorded 
that Sufyan bin ‘Abdullah Ath-Thaqafi said, “I said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, tell me something about Islam that I will 
not have to ask anyone about it after you.’ He jg said: 

p 4)1 iiii : J|ii 

11 Say: I believe in Allah, then stand firm - then he mentioned 
the rest of the Hadith J 1 * 

i '^ ^ 

ion them the angels will descend >. Mujahid, As-Suddi, Zayd bin 
Aslam and his [Zayd’s] son said, “This means, at the time of 
death, and they will say, 

i$a 

iFear not).” l2] Mujahid, Tkrimah and Zayd bin Aslam said, 
“This means not to fear “that which you will face in the 
Hereafter.”* 31 




inor grieve! >*for what you have left behind of worldly things, 
children, family, wealth and debt, for we will take care of it for you.’ 


iBut receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been 
promised!) 

So they give glad tidings of the end of bad things and the 
arrival of good things. This is like what is said in the Hadith 
narrated by Al-Bara’, may Allah be pleased with him: 


m 

| 2 | 

| 3 | 

[ 4 ] 


£$* jjj i&f Ji *,j« 

tjl Jj, ^jj <. 

"The angels say to the soul of the believer, “Come out, O good 
soul from the good body in which you used to dwell, come out 
to rest, and provision and a Lord Who is not angry ."»* 4 * 

Muslim 1:65. 


AJ>Tabari 21:466, Al-Qurfubi 15:358. 
At-Tabari21:467. 

Ahmad 4:287. 
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It was said that the angels will come down to them on the Day 
when they are brought out of their graves. Zayd bin Aslam 
said, “They will give him glad tidings when he dies, in his 
grave, and when he is resurrected.” This was recorded by Ibn 
Abi Hatim, and this view reconciles all the opinions; it is a 
good view and it is true. 

qii 

4\Ne have been your friends in the life of this world and are (so) 
in the Hereafter.) 

means, the angels will say to the believers when death 
approaches: “We have been your friends, i.e., your close 
companions, in this world, protecting you and helping you by 
the command of Allah, and we will be with you in the 
Hereafter, keeping you from feeling lonely in your graves and 
when the Trumpet is blown; we will reassure you on the Day 
of Resurrection and will take you across the Sirdt and bring 
you to the Gardens of delight.” 

4Therein you shall have (all) that your sotds desire,) 
means, *in Paradise you will have all that you wish for and 
that will delight you.’ 

iand therein you shall have (all) for which you ask. >means, 
•whatever you ask for, it will appear before you as you wish it to be.’ 

& s 

4An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful 

means, ‘a welcoming gift and a blessing from the One Who has 
forgiven your sins and Who is Merciful and Kind towards you, 
Who has forgiven you, concealed your faults and been Kind 
and Merciful/ 


SfJ Jlij v 
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433. And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah, 
and does righteous deeds, and says: "I am one of the 
Muslims 

434. The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel 
(the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, between 
whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he 
was a close friend.$ 

435. But none is granted it except those who are patient - and 
none is granted it except the owner of the great portion in this 
world.^ 

436. And if an evil whisper from Shay tan tries to turn you 
away, then seek refuge in AllSh. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower.} 

The Virtue of calling Others to Allah 

X & & 

iAnd who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah,$ 
means, he calls the servants of Allah to Him. 

iand does righteous deeds, and says: “I am one of the 
Muslims."} 

means, he himself follows that which he says, so it benefits 
him as well as others. He is not one of those who enjoin good 
but do not do it themselves, or who forbid evil yet they do it 
themselves. He does good and avoids doing evil, and he calls 
people to their Creator, may He be blessed and exalted. This is 
general in meaning and applies to everyone who calls people to 
what is good and is himself guided by what he says. The 
Messenger of Allah is the foremost among people in this 
regard, as Muhammad bin Sirin, As-Suddi and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said. 111 

It was also said that what was meant here is the righteous 
Mu’adhdhin, as it was mentioned in Sahih Muslim: 

•yOJl fa U&t 'ojiyi JU 

W Al-Qurtubi 15:360. 
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uThe Mu'adhdhins will be the ones with the longest necks on 
the Day of Resurrection 

In As-Sunan it is reported that the Prophet jg said: 

iJ f&j &i lijli c^.u 


«77ie Imam is a guarantor and the Mu'adhdhin is in a position 
of trust. May Allah guide the Imams and forgive the 
Mu'adhdhin y™ 


The correct view is that the Ayah is general in meaning, and 
includes the Mu’adhdhin and others. When this Ayah was 
revealed, the Adhan had not been prescribed at all. The Ayah 
was revealed in Makkah, and the Adhan was prescribed in Al- 
Madlnah after the Hijrah, when it was shown to ‘Abdullah bin 
‘Abd Rabbihi Al-Ansari in a dream. He told the Messenger of 
Allah jg about it, and he told him to teach it to Bilal, may 
Allah be pleased with him, who had a more beautiful voice, as 
we have discussed elsewhere. So the correct view is that the 
Ayah is general in meaning, as ‘Abdur-Razzaq said, narrating 
from Ma'mar, from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, who recited this Ayah: 


o? ,_Pj. jli' Ijm 




4And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah, and 
does righteous deeds, and says: "I am one of the Muslims."} 

and said, “This is the beloved of Allah, this is the close friend 
of Allah, this is the chosen one of Allah, this is the most 
beloved of the all the people of earth to Allah. He responded to 
the call of Allah and called mankind to that to which he had 
responded. He did righteous deeds in response and said, ‘I am 
one of the Muslims.’ This is Allah’s Khalifah .”* 31 


111 Muslim 1:290. 

Abu Dawud 1:356, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:614. The meaning is that 
the people are to follow the Imam in prayer, and certain matters 
related to it are his responsibility, and the same with the 
Mu’adhdhin, the people will depend upon his announcement of the 
time of prayer. 

‘Abdur-Razzaq 2:187. Ma’mar did not see Al-Hasan. 
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Wisdom in Da*wah etc. 


%} 


4The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal.} 
means, there is a huge difference between them. 


iRepel (the evil) with one which is better,} means, “when someone 
does you wrong, repel him by treating him well,’ as ‘Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “There is no better punishment 
for one who has disobeyed Allah with regard to you, than your 
obeying Allah with regard to him.” 


cij ’i& ij'M. 31Z ijM ty} 


4 then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will 
become) as though he ivas a close friend.} 

means, ‘if you treat well those who treat you badly, this good 
deed will lead to reconciliation, love and empathy, and it will 
be as if he is a close friend to you and he will feel pity for you 
and be kind to you.’ Then Allah says: 


4But none is granted it except those who are patient} 

meaning, no one accepts this advice and works according to it, 
except for those who can be patient in doing so, for it is 
difficult for people to do. 

Ji>- ji "^1 tfUl; 

4and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion} 

means, the one who has a great portion of happiness in this 
world and in the Hereafter. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn ‘Abbas explained this Ayah: “Allah commands the believers 
to be patient when they feel angry, to be forbearing when 
confronted with ignorance, and to forgive when they are 
mistreated. If they do this, Allah will save them from the 
Shaytan and subdue their enemies to them until they become 
like close friends.”* 1 ’ 


m 


Fath Al-Bari 8:418. 





1 / an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn you away, 
then seek refuge in Allah.} 

means, the devils among men may be deceived by your kind 
treatment of him, but the devils among the Jinn, when they 
insinuate their evil whispers, cannot be dealt with except by 
seeking refuge with the Creator Who gave him power over you. 
If you seek refuge with Allah and turn to Him, He will stop 
him from harming you and bring his efforts to naught. When 
the Messenger of Allah ^ stood up to pray, he would say: 

ij*-* iji 1st jit j 

«/ seek refuge in Allah the All-Hearing, All-Knowing, from the 
accursed Shaytan and his evil insinuations, breath and 
impurity .s”* 11 

We have already stated that there is nothing like this in the 
Qur’an, apart from the passage in Surat Al-A'rafi where Allah 
says: 

p ifhM v, •&*/•. if Jrf^j 

y i\ % kLLi 

^Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from 
the foolish. And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan, 
then seek refitge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower. >(7:199-200) 

and the passage in Surat Al-Mu’minun where Allah says: 

oi ^ ijA t-y if jjj'f 

J CJj -it ij&j 

$ Repel evil with that which is better. We are Best-Acquainted 
with the things they utter. And say: “My Lord! 1 seek refitge 
with You from the whisperings of the ShayatTn. And 1 seek 
refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me."} 
(23:96-98) 


Ahmad 5:253. 
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437. And from among 
His signs are the night 
and the day, and the 
suti and the moon. Do 
not prostrate yourselves 
to the sun nor to the 
moon, but prostrate 


yourselves to Allah Who created them, if you worship Him 

438. But if they are too proud, then there are those who are with your 
Lord glorify Him night and day, and never are they tired > 

439. And among His signs; that you see the earth barren, but when 
We send down water to it, it is stirred to life and growth. Verily, He 
Wlw gives it life, surely is able to give life to the dead. Indeed He is 
Able to do all things.$ 


From among the Signs of Allah 


Here Allah reminds His Creation of His power, and that He is 
the One Who has no equal, and He is Able to do all things. 
Allah’s saying; 


i^s »>; 34* ^ 


4And from among His signs are the night and the day, and the 
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sun and the moon.) 


means, He created the night with its darkness and the day 
with its light, and they alternate without ceasing. And He 
created the sun with its shining light, and the moon with its 
reflected light, and He allotted their stages and gave them 
separate orbits in the heavens, so that by the variations in 
their movements man may know the stages of night and day, 
of weeks, months and years, and time periods related to 
people's rights, acts of worship and various transactions. 
Moreover, because the sun and moon are the most beautiful of 
the heavenly bodies that can be seen in both the upper and 
lower realms, Allah points out that they are created entities 
which are in a state of enthrallment to Him, subject to His 
dominion and control. So He says: 




tel 4 4\ A V^J pi % pu !>5p 'i) 


4Do not prostrate yourselves to the sun nor to the moon, but 
prostrate yourselves to Allah Who created them, if you (really) 
worship Him.) 

meaning, ‘do not associate anything in worship with Him, for 
your worship of Him will be of no benefit to you if you worship 
others alongside Him, because He does not forgive the 
association of others in worship with Him.’ He says: 

$) 


4But if they are too proud,) i.e., to worship Him Alone, and they 
insist on associating others with Him, 



4then there are those who are with your Lord) i.e., the angels. 




iglorify Him night and day, and never are they tired.) This is like 
the Ayah: 

)But if these disbelieve therein, then, indeed We have entrusted 
it to a people who are not disbelievers therein.) (6:89). 


Iff) 
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4And among His signs} means, signs of His ability to bring the 
dead back to life. 

i'illZ. JijVi Jj 


4 that you see the earth barren,} means, lifeless, with nothing 
growing in it; it is dead. 




4but when We send down water (rain) to it, it is stirred to life 
and growth.} 


means, it brings forth all kinds of crops and fruits. 


4-£-j }& (X lip"' kJ' 


iVerily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the 
dead. Indeed He is Able to do all things.} 


fJi T$i Lr* jGl' j 0"^ Gp- <jyu£ 'll Xj ojp»ij ^ 

*L- Ci _^]C C/jJ' Opju Lj plii L* 

^ J: i Cp5?^ 4^3 

ijiif _Aj /P" jjl <2y Jttj # 4*0^1 Jj ji £ Jtt JtL 


440. Verily, those who Yulhiduna Fi Our Aydt are not hidden 
from Us. Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes 
secure on the Day of Resurrection? Do what you will. Verily, 
He is All-Seer of what you do.} 

441. Verily, those who disbelieved in the Reminder when it 
came to them. And verily, it is an honorable well-fortified 
respected Book.} 

442. Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it 
is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.} 

443. Nothing is said to you except what was said to the 
Messengers before you. Verily, your Lord is the Possessor of 
forgiveness, and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment.} 


The Punishment of the Deniers and the Description of 
the Qur’an 


4&££ xj 

4 Verily, Yulhiduna Ft Our Aydt} 
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anything like it. 


4 Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it,$ 

means, there is no way to corrupt it, because it has been sent 
down by the Lord of the worlds. Allah says: 


is) sent down by the All-Wise , Wortfiy of all praise 


meaning, He is Wise in all that He says and does, 
Praiseworthy in all that He commands and forbids; everything 
that He does is for praiseworthy purposes and its 
consequences will be good. 


Ji jj L Jll 


4Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers 
before you 

Qatadah, As-Suddi and others said, “Nothing is said to you by 
way of rejection and disbelief, that was not said to the 
Messengers who came before you. Just as you have been 
rejected, they were also rejected. Just as they bore their 
people’s insults with patience, so too you must bear your 
people’s insults with patience.” 111 


{Verily, your Lord is the Possessor of forgiveness,^ means, for 
those who turn to Him in repentance. 


iand (also) the Possessor of painful punishment.$ means, for those 
who persist in disbelief, transgression and stubborn opposition. 

!£K OM Z 'J. <&£ V 

'—lx* 

^ -My 


m 


At-Tabari 21:481. 
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444. And if We had sent this as a Qur'an in a foreign 
language, they would have said: “Why are not its verses 
explained in detail? What! Not in Arabic nor an Arab?" Say: 

“It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure. And as for 
those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears, and it is 
blindness for them. They are called from a place far away."} 

445. And indeed We gave Miisa the Scripture, but dispute 
arose therein. And had it not been for a Word that went forth 
before from your Lord, and the matter would have been settled 
between them. But truly, they are in grave doubt thereto 


Rejection of the Qur’an is pure Stubbornness 

Allah tells us that the Qur’an is so eloquent and perfect in its 
wording and meanings, yet despite that the idolators do not 
believe in it. He tells us that their disbelief is the disbelief of 
stubbornness, as He says elsewhere: 



U Jom & j>j} 


iAnd if We had revealed it unto any of the non-Arabs, and he 
had recited it unto them, they would not lutve believed in it.} 
(26:198-199). 


If the Qur’an had been revealed in the language of the non- 
Arabs, they would have said, because of their stubbornness: 


U&X 


iWhy are not its verses explained in detail? What! not in 
Arabic and an Arab?} 

meaning, why is it not revealed in detail in Arabic? And by 
way of denunciation they would have said, “What! not in 
Arabic nor from an Arab? — i.e., how can foreign words be 
revealed to an Arab who does not understand them? This 
interpretation was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
‘Ikrimah, Said bin Jubayr, As-Suddi and others J 1 * 

^ ip: 


iSay: “It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure..."} 

m 


At-Tabari 21:482. 
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means, ‘say, O Muhammad: this Qur’an, for the one who 
believes in it, is guidance for his heart and a cure for the 
doubts and confusion that exists in people’s hearts.’ 

i% tj V &&} 

iAnd as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their 
ears,} 

means, they do not understand what is in it. 


iand it is blindness for them.} means they are not guided to the 
explanations contained therein. This is like the Ayah : 



iAnd We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and 
a mercy to those who believe, and it increases the wrongdoers 
nothing but loss.} (17:82). 


iThey are called from a place far away.} 

Mujahid said, “Far away from their hearts.”' 1 ' Ibn Jarir said, 
“It is as if the one who is addressing them is calling to them 
from a distant place, and they cannot understand what he is 
saying.”* 21 This is like the Ayah: 


•3 ftp taj & ii £2 'i q ££ 4 ' & yj *44} 




iAnd the example of those who disbelieve is as that of him who 
shouts to those (flock of sheep) that hears nothing but calls and 
cries. (They are) deaf, dumb and blind. So they do not 
understand.} (2:171) 


Taking Musa as an Example 

il± Ui: xSj} 

iAnd indeed We gave Musa the Scripture, but dispute arose 


111 At-Tabari 21:485. 
121 At-Tabari 21:484. 
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d tAT ^ therein.} 

C^oiLb^^j 


>; <*" 


Ski 


means, they 
disbelieved in him 
and did not show him 
any respect. 

0 i U$ 

4*# 

4 Therefore be patient as 
did the Messengers of 
strong will} (46:35). 

&j M fcjf $j> 

4t^-* ^ 

4And had it not been for 
a Word that went forth 
before front your Lord,} 
i.e., to delay the 
Reckoning until the 
Day of Resurrection, 

ife. 

4 the matter would have 
been settled between 

them.} 

means, the punishment would have been hastened for them. 
But they have an appointed time, beyond which they will find 
no escape. 


dfif J jj 

•!,<■£_' -Cl-C- I r A 

$ t>4rL> tPio^^siri <4 


^ r&> 


4But truly, they are in grave doubt thereto.} means, their words of 
disbelief are not due to any wisdom or insight on, their part; 
rather they spoke without any attempt at examining it 
thoroughly. This was also the interpretation of Ibn Jarir, and it 
is a plausible interpretation. 111 And Allah knows best. 


(*i& -is. f t L l i > <1&j Cj I 4 U a> jtj .4 ...ii» Uil» J*} 


111 


At-Tabari 21 :487. 
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446. Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself; and 
whosoever does evil, it is against himself. And your Lord is not 
at all unjust to (His) servants.} 

447. To Him is referred the knowledge of the Hour. No fruit 
comes out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive nor brings 
forth (young), except by His knowledge. And on the Day when 
He will call unto them (saying): "Where are My (so-called) 
partners?" They will say: "We inform You that none of us 
bears witness to it!"} 

448. And those whom they used to invoke before (in this world) 
shall disappear from them, and they will perceive that they have 
no place of refuge.} 


Everyone will be requited according to His Deeds 

cry 

4Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself;} 
means, the benefit of which will come to him. 

£3 j-j} 

4and whosoever does evil, it is against himself.} 
means, the consequences of that will come back on him. 

4And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) servants} 
means, He only punishes people for their sins, and He does 
not punish anyone except after establishing proof against him 
and sending a Messenger to him. 

Knowledge of the Hour is with Allah Alone 

Then Allah says: 

£ if. 

4To Him is referred the knowledge of the Hour.} meaning, no one 
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knows about that apart from Him. Muhammad jg, the leader of 
mankind, said to Jibril, who is one of the leading angels, when 
he asked him about the Hour: 

j* ;JUl ; u» 

a The one who is asked about it does not know more than the 
one who is asking j" 111 And Allah says: 


iTo your Lord belongs the term thereof.} (79:44) 


iNone can reveal its time but He} (7:187). 


bt J-J 6 Oi ot gjf Cj} 


4No fruit comes out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive 
nor brings forth (young), except by His knowledge.} 

means, all of that is known to Him, and nothing is hidden 
from your Lord the weight of a speck of dust on the earth or 
in the heaven. Allah says: 

aSjj Jt J&ll Cj} 


4not a leaf falls, but He knows it} (6:59). 


> * 
gXs- 


* & \<z £ Cj & u i5S> 




iAUah knows what every female bears, and by how much the 
wombs fall short or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) 
proportion} (13:8). 



(i 6 4 



4And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut 
off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, that is easy for 
Allah.} (35:11) 


m 


Fath Al-Bari 1 : 140 . 
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4And on the Day when He will call unto them (saying) : 
"Where are My (so-called) partners?"} 

means, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will call out to the 
idolators before all of creation and say, “Where are My 
partners whom you worshipped besides Me?” 

iThey will say: "We inform You..."} means, “we tell You,’ 

4that none of us bears witness to it.} means, ‘not one of us will 
bear witness today that You have any partner.’ 

4And those whom they used to invoke before (in this world) 
shall disappear from them,} 

means, they will go away, and will be of no benefit to them. 

icfA <X 


iand they will perceive that they have no place of refuge} 

means, they will have no way of escaping from the 
punishment of Allah. This is like the Ayah: 




4And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that they 
have to fall therein. And they will find no way of escape from 
there.} (18:53) 


£S i32f 0 & ZJZ Jill 45 jP & « cAf jft 
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449. Man does not get tired of asking for good; but if an evil 
touches him, then he gives up all hope and is lost in despair.} 


450. And truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after 
some adversity has toudied him, he is sure to say: "This is due 
to my (merit); I think not that the Hour will be established. 
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But if l am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for 
me the best with Him. "Then, We verily will show to the 
disbelievers what they have done, and We shall make them taste 
a severe torment.}. 

<52. And when We show favor to man, he turns away and 
becomes arrogant; but when evil touches him, then he has 
recourse to long supplications.) 


Man is fickle when Ease comes to Him after Difficulty 

Allah tells us that man never gets bored of asking his Lord for 
good things, such as wealth, physical health, etc., but if evil 
touches him - i.e., trials and difficulties or poverty - 

Am* >: i> v 

O'jfrtT 


ithen he gives up all hope and is lost in despair.), i.e., he thinks 
that he will never experience anything good again. 


<4 ui &j bSj) 


iAnd truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after 
some adversity has touched him, he is sure to say: "This is due 
to my (merit)../') 

means, if something good happens to him or some provision 
comes to him after a period of difficulty, he says, this is 
because of me, because I deserve this from my Lord.’ 

yjl \j>j) 

41 think not that the Hour will be established. ) 

means, he does not believe that the Hour will come. So when 
he is given some blessing, he becomes careless, arrogant and 
ungrateful, as Allah says: 




4Nay! Verily, man does transgress. Because he considers 
himself self-sufficient.) (96:6) 


4 .51 Qj d! <jjj) 

4But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for 
me the best with Him.) 

means, *if there is a Hereafter after all, then my Lord will be 
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generous and kind to me just as He was in this world.’ So he 
expects Allah to do him favors in spite of his bad deeds and 
lack of certain faith. Allah says: 

Jt '&■ \lr& 

iThett, We verily will show to the disbelievers what they have 
done, and We shall make them taste a severe torment.} 

Thus Allah threatens punishment and vengeance to those 
whose conduct and belief is like that. 

iAnd when We show favor to man, he turns away and becomes 
arrogant;} 

means, he turns away from doing acts of obedience and is too 
proud to obey the commands of Allah. This is like the Ayah-. 

iBut [Fir'awn] turned away along with his hosts} (51:39). 

4 Jill *il j} 

^but when evil touches him,} means, difficulties, 

4then he has recourse to long supplications.} 

means, he asks at length for one thing. Long supplications are 
those which are long on words and short on meaning. The 
opposite is concise speech which is brief but full of meaning. 
And Allah says: 

iAnd when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his 
side, or sitting or standing. But when We have removed his 
harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for 
a harm that touched him!} (10:12) 





liiiT & r jl 
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452. Say: "Tell me, if it is from Allah, and you disbelieve in 
it? Who is more astray than one who is in opposition far 
away."} 

453. We will show them Our signs in the universes, and 
within themselves, until it becomes manifest to them that this is 
the truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is 
a Witness over all things?} 

i54. Lo, Verily, they are in doubt concerning the meeting with 
their Lord. Verily, He is surrounding all things!} 


The Qur’an and the Proofs of its Truth 

Allah says: 

iSay} - ‘O Muhammad, to these idolators who disbelieve in the 
Qur’an- 

4iv^= oi l^fA} 

iTell me, if it} - this Qur’an - 

4*a &} 

4/s from Allah, and you disbelieve in it?} means, *what do you 
think your position is before the One Who revealed it to His 
Messenger?’ Allah says: 

4 j* Sr: i^} 

iWho is more astray than one who is in opposition far away.} 

means, he is in a state of disbelief, stubbornness and 
opposition to the truth, and is following a path that leads far 
away from guidance. Then Allah says: 

4 ^ 41 *?/ 4 fcfi >• j^} 

4We will show them Our signs in the universe, and within 
themselves,} 

meaning, *We will show them Our evidence and proof that the 
Qur’an is true and has indeed been sent down from Allah to 
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the Messenger of Allah, through external signs, 


4in the universe},’ such as conquests and the advent of Islam 
over various regions and over all other religions. Mujahid, Al- 
Hasan and As-Suddi said, “And signs within themselves means, 
the battle of Badr, the conquest of Makkah, and other events 
which befell them, where Allah granted victory to Muhammad 
Sg and his Companions, and inflicted a humiliating defeat on 
falsehood and its followers.” It may also be that what is meant 
here is man and his physical composition. As detailed in the 
science of anatomy, which indicates the wisdom of the Creator 
- may He be blessed and exalted - and the different 
inclinations and opposite natures that people have, good and 
bad, etc., and the (divine) decrees to which man is subjected, 
having no power to change and over which he has no control. 


}& (jf* 0 (*■$ <-0-i 


iuntil it becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the 
truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a 
Witness over all things ?} 


means, sufficient is Allah as a Witness over the words and 
deeds of His servants, and He bears witness that Muhammad 
Sg is telling the truth in what he says, as Allah says: 


0 -^Ol $ V* 58 


iBut Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto 
you; He has sent it down with His knowledge} (4:166). 

i'j-vj OJ ££ 4prl 

iLo, Verily, they are in doubt concerning tire meeting with 
their Lord.} 

means, they doubt that the Hour will come, they do not think 
about it or strive for it or pay heed to it; on the contrary, they 
regard it as irrelevant and do not care about it. But it will 
undoubtedly come to pass. Then Allah states that He is Able 
to do all things and He encompasses all things, and it is very 
easy for Him to bring about the Hour: 

$■> 'A 
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iVerily, He is surrounding all things 

means, all of creation is subject to His control, dominion and 
knowledge; He is controlling all things by His power, so 
whatever He wills happens, and whatever He does not will 
does not happen, and there is no god worthy of worship apart 
from Him. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Fussilat. To Allah be 
praise and blessings. 
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The Tafslr of Surat Ash-Shura 
(Chapter - 42) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


5—afirt ^0 P 


Itt the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



iif uj CjSf *iU[ 

« ®jas* 
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<2. Ha Mim.} 

42. ‘Am Sm Qa/.^ 

43. Likewise Allah, the 
Almighty, the All-Wise 
sends revelation to you 
as to those before you .} 

44. To Him belongs all 
that is in the heavens and 
all that is on the earth, and 
He is the Most High, the 
Most Great.} 


45. Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them, 
and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for 
forgiveness for those on the earth. Lo, Verily, Allah is the Oft- 
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Forgiving, the Most Merciful.} 

46. And as for those who take as protecting friends others 
besides Him - Allah is Hafiz over them, and you are not a 
trustee over them.} 


The Revelation and Allah’s Might 

We have previously discussed the individual letters. 

j£K Zrs. 

4 Likewise Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise sends revelation to 
you as to those before you.} 

means, just as this Qur’an has been revealed to you, so too 
the Books and Scriptures were revealed to the Prophets who 
came before you.’ 

iAllah, the Almighty} means, in His vengeance 


4the All-Wise} means, in all that He says and does. 


Imam Malik, may Allah have mercy on him, narrated that 
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “Al-Harith bin 
Hisham asked the Messenger of Allah sgj, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, how does the revelation come to you?’ The Messenger of 
Allah jgg said: 


u jij js ife.fr 

j vll U l j i JU 


«Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell, which is 
the most difficult for me; then it goes away, and l understand 
what was said. And sometimes the angel comes to me in the 
image of a man, and he speaks to me and I understand what he 
saysy 

‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “I saw him 
receiving the revelation on a very cold day, and when it 
departed from him, there were beads of sweat on his 
forehead.” 111 


|i| 


Muwatta* 1:202* 
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It was also reported in the Two Sahihs, and the version 
quoted here is that recorded by Al-Bukhari. 1 * 1 

4 4 #*^ 4 £ %} 


4To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the 
earth,} 

means, everything is subject to His dominion and control. 

4 ^ $i( %} 


iand He is the Most High, the Most Great.} 
This is like the Ayat 

4the Most Great, the Most High > (13:9), and 

m & ip & 


4He is the Most High, the Most Great} (22:62). 
And there are many similar Ayat. 


c>t 


4Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them,} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ka*b Al-Ahbar said, “Out of fear of His 
might. ” ,2, 




4and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for 
forgiveness for those on the earth.} 


This is like the Ayah: 

jjyjj o*5 Jyii 5jL?: 0$} 

4&CJ oi-J CJ 


4Those who bear the Throne and those around it glorify the 
praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness 
for those who believe (saying): "Our Lord! You comprehend all 


111 Fath Al-BQri 1:25, Muslim 4:1816. 
121 At-Tabari 21:501. 
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ithat you may warn the Mother of the Towns}, i.e., Makkah, 


^and all around it,} means, all the-lands, east and west. 
Makkah is called Umm Al-Qum (the Mother of the Towns) 
because it is nobler than all other lands, as indicated by much 
evidence that has been discussed elsewhere. Among the most 
concise and clear proofs of that is the report recorded by Imam 
Ahmad from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Adi bin Al-Hamra’ Az-Zuhri, who 
heard the Messenger of Allah say, as he was standing in the 
market place of Makkah; 


U villa >->>-t ^ 4)1 jt 44^! jk'j® 


I 



“By Allah, you are the best land of Allah, the most beloved 
land to Allah; were it not for the fact that I was driven out 
from you, I would never have left you. n 111 

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasal and Ibn 
Majah; At-Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.’^ 

jL /»/ 

tgV fj> jPj? 

iand want (them) of the Day of Assembling} 

i.e., the Day of Resurrection, when Allah will assemble the first 
and the last in one plain. 

iof which there is no doubt,} means, there is no doubt that it will 
happen and will most certainly come to pass. 

ia party will be in Paradise and a party in the blazing Fire.} 

This is like the Ayah: 

\y. 

i(And remember) the Day when He will gather you (all) on the 

1,1 Ahmad 4:305. • 1 

121 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 10:426, An-Nasal m Al-KubrA 2:479, Ibn MAjah 
1:1037. ‘ 
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or taken away from it.* 


The Companions of the Messenger of Allah gg said, “Why 
should we strive if it is something that is already cut and 
dried?” The Messenger of Allah jg said: 


‘J*-* d Jt* jp J*f d *1>JI Cjj-Li jji 

“J** jp ‘jUl Jit Jiij it j&l Op 


* Strive with your deeds as hard as you can for middle course or 
close to it, for the person who is destined for Paradise will die 
doing the deeds of the people of Paradise, regardless of what he 
did before, and the person who is destined for Hell will die 
doing the deeds of die people of Hell, regardless of what he did 
before .» 


Then he jg made a gesture with his fist and said, 


, ^ 1 Ji > (Mj £/• 

“Your Lord has settled the matter of His servants » and he 
opened his right hand as if throwing something; 


tj. 

i A party in Paradise .« 

and he made a similar gesture with his left hand; 


J> <£>» 


11 And a party in the blazing Fire.s”* 1 * 

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasal; At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Satuh Gharib.’* 2 ' 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Nadrah said, “One of the 
Companions of the Prophet ig, whose name was Abu 
Abdullah, was visited by some of his friends, and they found 
him weeping. They asked him, “What has caused you to weep? 
Didn’t the Messenger of Allah jg say to you, 


•ojUil 




hJ L* 


♦ > 
Jt>-» 


^ Ahmad 2:167. See the following note. 

121 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:350, An-Nasat in Al-Kubrti 6:452. The chain 
of this Hadith contains a narrator over whose reliability there is a 
difference of opinion. The majority consider it an authentic Hadith . 
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Cij o* t* 4 o' c&j4 


ibut He admits whom He mils to His mercy. And the 
wrongdoers will have neither a protector nor a helper.} 


Cj } & $ &% 4P f £ % P ji & 

cil=y» aJ* 45 ii' 02 #4 

j 'Sjjj* WvJj' iil o; (i»»- ojilVtj oylllf 

cA 4$ >:V5 ±<£1S\ JLui: # ^JLdi % »^J, .gX 

4 4'ft 4^ *2$ 


49. Or /t<rc>e they taken protecting friends besides Him? But 
Allah - He Alone is the protector. And He Who gives life to 
the dead, and He is Able to do all things.£ 

ilO. And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with 
Allah. Such is Allah, my Lord in Whom I put my trust, and to 
Hint I htm in repentance.} 

i’ll. The Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for 
you mates from yourselves, and for the cattle (also) mates. By 
this means He creates you. There is nothing like Him, and He 
is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.} 


412. To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth. He 
enlarges provision for whom He wills, and straitens. Verily, He 
is the All-Knower of everything.} 


Allah is the Protector, Ruler and Creator 

Here Allah denounces the idolators for taking other gods 
instead of Allah, and declares that He is the True God, and it 
is not right to worship anyone except Him Alone. He is the 
One Who is able to bring the dead back to life and He is Able 
to do all things. Then He says: 

4j$ d' fZJ Hj} 

iAnd in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with 
Allah.} 

means, in whatever issue you differ. This is general in 
meaning and applies to all things. 
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4JUK yx £>} 

4He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.} 

i u M Up 

4To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth.} 

We have already discussed the interpretation of this phrase in 
Surat Az-Zumar (39:63), the conclusion of which is that He is 
the One Who is controlling and governing them. 

iig> £ i# £1} 

iHe expands provision for whom He wills, and straitens.} 

means, He gives plentiful provision to whomsoever He wills 
and He reduces it for whomsoever He wills, and He is perfectly 
Wise and Just. 


4 Verily, He is the All-Knower of everything.} 


4 x£L is Ul fijZ c C&2 1 IgSa % It# \J$ $ 

ft? fU* filtf- £ M U ty |JSi'4-£ if 4 if 

Se yt ^ $ ill icj ^ vii 


423. He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which 
He ordained for Nuh, and that which We have revealed to you, 
and that which We ordained for Ibrahim, Musa and 'Isa saying 
you should establish religion and make no divisions in it. 
Intolerable for the idolators is that to which you call them. 
Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills, and guides unto 
Himself who turns to Him in repentance.} 

424. And they divided not till after knowledge had come to 
them, through transgression between themselves. And had it 
not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord for 
an appointed term, the matter would have been settled between 
them. And verily, those who were made to inherit the Scripture 
after them, are in grave doubt concerning it.} 
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The Religion of the Messengers is One 

Allah says to this Ummah: 

XsMj ,*> £j*j £ l /-?' oi 

<(He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He 
ordained for Niih, and that which We have revealed to you,} 

Allah mentions the first Messenger who was sent after Adam, 
that is, NQh, peace be upon them, and the last of them is 
Muhammad jg. Then He mentions those who came in between 
them who were the Messengers of strong will, namely Ibrahim, 
MQsa and Isa bin Maiyam. This Ayah mentions all five, just 
as they are also mentioned in the Ayah in SHrat Al-Ahzab, 
where Allah says: , 

tyyj & op p-* o4f 

^And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their 
covenant, and from you, and from Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, and 
‘Isa son of Maryam .> (33:7). 

The Message which all the Messengers brought was to worship 
Allah Alone, with no partner or associate, as Allah says: 


8 Vl 4 V % 4 cr> \ & oj 


iAnd We did not send any Messenger before you but We 
revealed to him (saying): None has the right to be worshipped 
but I, so worship Me.} (21:25). 

And according to a Hadith (the Prophet jjg said): 

a We Prophets are brothers and our religion is one.* 11 ' 

In other words, the common bond between them is that Allah 
Alone is to be worshipped, with no partner or associate, even 
though their laws and ways may differ, as Allah says. 

^ Uui g &,} 

4 T 0 each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear 
way} (5:48). 

Allah says here: 
l 1 ' Fath Al-Bari 6:550. 
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{saying you should establish religion and make no dixnsions in 
it.} 

meaning, Allah enjoined all the Prophets • (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon them all) to be as one and He forbade them 
to differ and be divided. 

i li OrjS^Llil jp 'J&} 


{Intolerable for the idolators is that to which you call them .} 

means, ‘it is too much for them to bear, and they hate that to 
which you call them, O Muhammad, i.e., Tawhid..' 

* 4i ^ iili ^ 4 


{Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills, and guides unto 
Himself who turns to Him in repentance.} 

means, He is the One Who decrees guidance for those who 
deserve it, and decrees misguidance for those who prefer it to 
the right path. Allah says here; 


{And they divided not till after knowledge had come to them,} 

means, their opposition to the truth arose after it had come to 
them and proof had been established against them. Nothing 
made them resist in this manner except their transgression 
and stubbornness. 

at Hj)j} 

{And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from 
your Lord for an appointed term,} 

means, were it not for the fact that Allah had already decreed 
that He would delay the reckoning of His servants until the 
Day of Resurrection, the punishment would have been 
hastened for them in this world. 

‘ J. 

at ijiyl Cyjjl c£f} 


{And verily ( those who were ptade to inherit the Scripture after 
them,} 

means, the later generation which came after the t earlier 







^ y' » ^ ijt Ji*j} 

ibut say; "I bc/icue in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the 
Book..."} 

means, 1 believe in all the Books that have been revealed from 
heaven to the Prophets; we do not differentiate between any of 
them.’ 

ipz. JA &>} 

iand I am commanded to do justice among you.} means, 
when judging according to the commands of Allah. 

ifez < 2 ; 

iAllah is our Lord and your Lord.} means, He is the One Who is 
to be worshipped, and there is no true God but He. We affirm 
this willingly, and even though you do not do so willingly, 
everyone in the universe prostrates to Him obediently and 
willingly.’ 

\ p &A u} 

iFor us our deeds and for you your deeds.} means, *we have 
nothing to do with you.’ This is like the Ayah: 

\L> bt, ps [L- jyZy >a1 pLt. p j jii ilySf j\fy} 


iAnd if they demy you, say: "For me are my deeds and for 
you are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and I am 
innocent of what you do!”} (10:41) 

£* P V> 

iThere is no dispute between us and you.} Mujahid said, “This 
means, no argument.” J ' 1 As-Suddi said, “This was before Ayah 
of the sword was revealed.” This fits the context, because this 
Ayah was revealed in Makkah, and Ayah of the sword (22:39- 
40] was revealed after the Hijrah. 

ip pz &} 

m 


At-Tabari 21:518. 
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J) tggjtfgt 

^ ±00&>0 

ji^J\ ^(JfejitiJo^ *“' 

^‘'»*" ■ *\*'• '±Ji\£>’L\ i t'l&r* (v?j 

<$A$&J,j 0 ^ 

/ <*s \ \>~\' '>' \ > ' "> _|^ / ;; ^ 

!> • - ■ * ^~ = => 

|fp JrtjsJ \jJail\jA iiU> [*4J_)-U£ OJ *UJl» p* 


iAllah will assemble us 
(all),} means, on the 
Day of Resurrection. 
This is like the Ayah: 

plil ^x Lxj Ljo* A*y_ J*^ 

£3 jij cr 

^Say: "Our Lord wi// 
assemble us all together, 
then He will judge be¬ 
tween us with truth. 
And He is the Just 
Judge, the All-Knower of 
the true state of 
affairs.”} (34:26). 

40 

{and to Him is the final 
return.} means, the 
final return on the 
Day of Reckoning. 

4 4 zl>s&. h$0 


’A £ 


f 

Ot 


'v.C \\ Jj\ iit Z/x* ^+)j £S* (*r^J prj 

Lj j -fig V OM &*£*i &J 

jb ac\ 1$ dt Zt% I4 ^ ^ 1 -Zu&J 


416. And those who dispute concerning Allah, after it has been 
accepted, of no use is their dispute before their Lord and on 
them is wrath, and for them will be a severe torment.} 

417. It is Allah Who has sent down the Book in truth, and the 
Balance. And what can make you know that perhaps the Hour 
is close at hand?} 

418. Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those 
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who believe are fearful of it, and know that it is the very truth. 
Verily, those who dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in 
error far away.} 

A Warning to Those Who dispute concerning Matters of 
Religion 

Here Allah warns those who tiy to hinder those who believe in 
Allah, from following His path. 

4^5 6 •£> Ji 4 

}And those who dispute concerning Allah, after it has been 
accepted,} 

means, those who dispute with the believers who have 
responded to Allah and His Messenger, and try to stop them 
from following the path of guidance. 

}no use is their dispute before their Lord} means, it is futile before 
Allah. 

}and on them is wrath,} means, from Him. 

&} 

iand for them will be a severe torment.} means, on the Day of 
Resurrection. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
Mujahid said, “They disputed with the believers after they 
responded to Allah and His Messenger, and tried to prevent 
them from following the path of guidance, hoping that they 
would return to JahiUyyah .” 11) Qatadah said, “These were the 
Jews and Christians who said to them, ‘Our religion is better 
than your religion, our Prophet came before your Prophet, and 
we are better than you and closer to Allah than you.’”* 21 This 
was nothing but lies. 

Then Allah says: 

ZiM illty 


111 At-Tabari 21:518, 519. 
121 At-Tabari 21:519. 
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ilt is Allah Who has sent down the Book in truth,} referring to all 
the Books which were revealed from Him to His Prophets. 


iand the Balance.} means, justice and fairness. This was the 
view of Mujahid and Qatadah. 111 This is like the Ayat. 






4 ia> 


ilndeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and 
revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance that mankind 
may keep up justice} (57:25). 


Jj 


iAnd the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the 
Balance. In order that you may not transgress (due) balance. 
And observe the weight with equity and do not make the 
balance deficient.}( 55:7-9) 


JjJ ‘jj, 

iAnd what can make you know that perhaps the Hour is close 
at hand?} 

This is encouragement (to strive) for its sake, a terrifying 
warning, and advice to think little of this world. 

&& 'i £4 C* j^> 

iThose who believe not therein seek to hasten it,} 

means, they say, “when will this promise be fulfilled, if you are 
telling the truth?’ But they say this by way of disbelief and 
stubbornness, thinking that it is unlikely to happen. 

\yj\t 


iwhile those who believe are fearful of it} means, they are afraid of 
it happening. 

45^ Oy&j} 

iand know that it is the very truth.} means, that it will 

HI 


At-Tabari 21:520. 



Surah 42. Asft-S/iura (16 - W (Part-25) 


579 


undoubtedly come to pass, so they prepare themselves for it 
and strive for its sake. It was reported through various chains 
of narration, a number reaching the level of being Mutawatir, in 
Sahih and Hasan narrations, in the Books of Sunan and 
Musnad. 

According to some versions, a man addressed the Messenger 
of Allah ^ in a loud voice, when he was on one of his 
journeys, calling out to him, “0 Muhammad!” The Messenger 
of Allah jg replied in a similar manner, “Here I am!” The man 
said, “When will the Hour come?” The Messenger of Allah jg 
said, 

oiopf Ui <s \S \£\ 

•Woe to you! It will most certainly come. What have you done 
to prepare for it?» 

He said, “Love for Allah and His Messenger.” He 5 g said: 



• You will be with those whom you love V* According to another 
Hadith: 

•"A man will be with those whom he loves .» 12 ' 

This is Mutawatir beyond a doubt. The point is that he did not 
answer his question about when the Hour would happen, but 
he commanded him to prepare for it. 

i Verily, those who dispute concerning the Hour > 

means, who dispute whether it will happen and think it is 
unlikely ever to come, 

■f! 

iare certainly in error far away means, they are clearly 
ignorant, because the One Who created the heavens and the 
earth is even more able to give life to the dead, as Allah says: 

111 Fath Al-B&ri 10:573, Muslim 4:2033. 

121 Muslim 4:2034. 
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ils 2 jitf !te 4 ' %> 


iAnd He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat 
it; and this is easier far Him} (30:27). 


J 2y 1 i>* <>• dj/ ••i'Sfi < f -i : L1 Sif^ 

as 4 ? « & ^ ^ 4 tf ^ && 

*4 ^= * ^ Sj (*^ ^ Si p-d !A^ b^=*^ >4* ^ , ^'r^ 

li-t iJ Iii-’ - 4 Og 4* la ^ lSj! 4^* p-f) 4J*bll <^ii) jjij? 

U i V x l' . rtl i Ijlil* O^iKj ^lj ■!*--> 

4^4^' j4Si' ji 4iii 5jiGj 


<19. is very Gracious and Kind to His servants. He gives 
provisions to whom He wills. And He is the All-Strong, the 
Almighty.} 

<20. Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter, We give 
him increase in his reward, and whosoever desires the reward of 
this world, We give him thereof, and he has no portion in the 
Hereafter.} 

<21. Or have they partners uhth Allah who have instituted far 
Orem a religion which Allah has not ordained? And had it not 
been far a decisive Word, the matter would have been judged 
between them. And verily, far the wrongdoers there is a painful 
torment.} 

<22. You will see the wrongdoers fearful of that which they 
have earned, and it will surely befall them. But those who 
believe and do righteous deeds (will be) in the flowering 
meadows of the Gardens. They shall have whatsoever they desire 
with their Lord. That is the supreme grace.} 


The Provision of Allah in this World and the Hereafter 


Here Allah speaks of His kindness towards His creation, in 
that He provides for every last one of them and does not forget 
anyone. When it comes to His provision, the righteous and the 
sinner are alike. Allah says: 


4 ^ ji' ^1 4*jVi j fS* ot ^j} 



^And no moving creature is there on the earth but its provision 
is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place and its 
deposit. All is in a Clear Book.} (11:6) 

And there are many similar Ayat. 


4He gives provisions to whom He wills.} means, He gives 
generously to whomsoever He wills. 

jij} 

iAnd He is the All-Strong, the Almighty.} 
means, there is nothing that can overpower Him. Then Allah says: 




^Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter,} means, whoever 
does things for the sake of the Hereafter, 


4 % 


4We give him increase in his reward,} meaning, *We will give him 
strength and help him to do what he wants to do, and We will 
increase it for him. So for every good, We will multiply it and 
give him between ten and seven hundred good rewards,’ as 
much as Allah wills. 


o* 4 C2\ A*/ 


<$and whosoever desires the reward of this world. We give him 
thereof, and he has no portion in the Hereafter.} 

means, whoever strives for the purpose of worldly gains, and 
never pays any heed to the Hereafter at all, Allah will deny 
him the Hereafter; and in this world, if He wills He will give to 
him and if He does not will, he will gain neither. So the one 
who strives with this intention in mind will have the worst 
deal in this world and in the Hereafter. The evidence for that 
is the fact that this Ayah is reinforced by the passage in 
Subhan (i.e., Surat Al-Isra.) in which Allah says: 


tyL ££ % ^ i £ Sf £} 
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'-ii >j »ll»* Cj i!&j i>* 


n& u % 

•j J* (» pi»M Uu» ciS" 


4Wftom?r desires the quick-passing. We readily grant him ivhat 
We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have 
appointed for him Hell; he will (enter) bum therein disgraced 
and rejected. And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives far 
it, with the necessary effort due far it while he is a believer - 
then such are the ones whose striving shall be appreciated. On 
each - these as well as those - We bestow from the bounties of 
your Lord. And the bounties of your Lord can never be 
forbidden. See how We prefer one above another (in this world), 
and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater 
in preferment .^ (17:18-21) 


It was reported that Ubayy bin Ka*b, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah jg said: 


p-t-i J** O-* 3 

<>? Jt d C& ‘ £-dJ JIp 


“Give the glad tidings to this Ummah of sublimity, high status, 
victory and power in the land. But whoever among them does 
the deeds of the Hereafter far the sake of worldly gain, will have 
no portion of the Hereafter 


Making Legislation for the Creatures is Shirk 

Allah says: 

i & * *J c & J \j& I X ? f> 


iOr have they partners with Allah who have instituted far them 
a religion which Allah has not ordained?} 

means, they do not follow what Allah has ordained for you of 
upright religion; on the contrary, they follow what their devils 
{Shayatm), of men and Jinn, have prescribed for them. They 
instituted taboos, such as the Bahirah, Sa’ibah, WasUah or 
tfdm. |2 > 

I 1 * Ahmad 5:134. 

,2 ’ For an explanation of these, see volume three, the Tafstr of Surat 
Al-M&’idah 5:103. 
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They also permitted eating flesh and blood of animals not 
slaughtered for consumption, gambling and other kinds of 
misguidance, ignorance and falsehood. These are things that 
they invented during Jahiliyyah, when they came up with all 
kinds of false rulings on what was permitted and what was 
forbidden, and false rites of worship and other corrupt ideas. It 
was recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah sfe said: 



«1 saw 'Amr bin Luhayy bin Qama'ah dragging his intestines in 
He//® 11 * - because he had been the first one to introduce the 
idea of the Sa’ibah. This man was one of the kings of the 
Khuza'ah tribe, and he was the first one to do these things. He 
was the one who had made the Quraysh worship idols, may 
the curse of Allah be upon him. Allah said: 

iAnd had it not been for a decisive Word, the matter would 
have been judged between them.} 

means, the punishment would have been hastened for them, 
were it not for the fact that it had already been decreed that it 
would be delayed until the Day of Resurrection. 

Off} 

4And verily, for the wrongdoers there is a painful torment.} 
i.e., an agonizing torment in Hell, what a terrible destination. 

The Terror of the Idolaters in the Place of Gathering 

4You will see the wrongdoers fearful of that which they have 
earned,} 

means, in the arena of Resurrection. 

£i!S 

iand it will surely befall them.} means, the thing that they fear will 
undoubtedly happen to them. This is how they will be on the Day 


111 FathAl-Bari 6:633. 
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i23. That is whereof Alloih gives glad tidings to His servants 
who believe and do righteous good deeds. Say: “No reward do I 
ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with 
you.” And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give 
him an increase of good in respect thereof. Verily, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate.) 

424. Or say they: “He has invented a lie against Allah?" If 
Allah willed. He could have sealed up your heart. And Allah 
wipes out falsehood, and establishes the truth by His Word. 
Verily, He knows well what are in the breasts.) 


Good News of the Blessings of Paradise for the People of 
Faith 


Having mentioned the gardens of Paradise, Allah then says to 
His servants who believe and do righteous deeds: 


ijLt) ill ifjft 


iThat is whereof Allah gives glad tidings to His servants who 
believe and do righteous good deeds.) 

meaning, this will undoubtedly come to them, because it is 
glad tidings from Allah to them. 

if a sgS Vj 0 & m V 

4Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to 
me for my kinship with you.”) 

means, • ‘say, O Muhammad, to these idolators among the 
disbeliever of Quraysh: I do not ask you for anything in return 
for this message and sincere advice which I bring to you. All I 
ask of you is that you withhold your evil from me and let me 
convey the Messages of my Lord. If you will not help me, then 
do not disturb me, for the sake of the ties of kinship that exist 
between you and I.’ Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, was asked about the Ayah: 

<4 

4except to be kind to me for my kinship with you.) 

Sa‘Id bin Jubayr said, “To be kind to the family of 
Muhammad.” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “No, you have jumped to a 
hasty conclusion. There was no clan among Quraysh to whom 
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to you of the Qur’an.’ This is like the Ayah: 

oi ^ J*** i 5 * 

4 ?§s^ s p 


4^nd i/he had forged a false saying concerning Us (Allah), We 
surely would have seized him by his right hand, and then We 
certainly would have cut off his life artery, And none of you 
could have withiield Us from (punishing) him.} (69:44-47) 

which means, *We would have wrought the utmost vengeance 
upon him, and no one among mankind would have been able 
to protect him.’ And Allah said: 


in&i SB 


iand establishes the truth by His Word.} means, He establishes it 
and strengthens it and makes it clear by His Words, i.e., by His 
evidence and signs. 

£f\j* jLlf fj^} 


iVerily, He knows well what are in the breasts.} 
means, all that is hidden in the hearts of men. 


CfM U pi«y «y j,C t jt. i£]i jli isM ytj} 

5*1 j)j £>U* Of jj i^Uj 

J-A. _>*» »JjCg iE l* yji crfjJi i) 

4 illj* i4*~* ^ Si 


425. And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants, 
and forgives sins, and He knows what you do.} 

426. And He answers those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds, and gives them increase of His bounty. And as for the 
disbelievers, theirs will be a severe torment.} 

427. And if Allah • were to extend the provision for His 
servants, they would surely rebel in the earth, but He sends 
down by measure as He wills. Verily, He is, in respect of His 
servants, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer.} 

428. And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have 
despaired, and spreads His mercy. And He is the Walt, Worthy 
of all praise.} 







589 


Surah 42. Ash-Shiira (25 - 28} (Part-25) 


It was reported that Az-Zuhri said, concerning this Ayah, that 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah said: 


iiiaj d>I wiliu ^JJl jlSUJl ^ cJLi j* oXJ- Zfj JLtl <U» 


rejoices more over the repentance of His servant than 
one of you feels when he finds his lost camel in a place where he 
had feared that he would die of thirst. 

Hammam bin Al-Harith said, “Ibn Mas hid was asked about a 
man who commits immoral sins with a woman and then 
marries her. He said, There is nothing wrong with that,’ and 
recited: 

jp J~L jlj} 

iAnd He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants 

cf- \yZ>} 

iand forgives sins,} means, He will accept repentance in the 
future, and He forgives past sins. 

^and He knows what you do.} means. He knows all your deeds 
and actions and words, yet He still accepts the repentance of 
those who repent to Him. 

^ V** 1 ! ** ' ' Ul-jW ^ 

iAnd He answers those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds,} 

As-Suddi said, “This means, He responds to them.” This was 
also the view of Ibn Janr: “It means that He answers their 
supplication for themselves, their companions and their 
brothers.”* 31 


*** 'Abdur-Razzaq 3:191. This narration is supported by the previous. 
121 At-Tabari 21:533. 

131 At-Tabari 21:534. 
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iand gives them increase of His bounty.$ 

means, He answers their supplications and gives them more 
besides. Qatadah said, narrating from Ibrahim An-Nakhat Al- 
Lakhmi about the Ayah: 

I \jifj \p: cjjf ^ 

iAnd He answers those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds,} 

- (this means) they intercede for their brothers; 

iand gives than increase of His bounty.} 

- (this means) they intercede for their brothers’ brothers. 111 

iAnd as for the disbelievers, theirs will be a severe torment.} 

- having mentioned the believers and the great reward that is 
theirs, Allah then mentions the disbelievers and the severe, 
painful, agonizing torment that they will find with Him on the 
Day of Resurrection, the Day when they are brought to 
account. 


The Reason why Provision is not Increased 


4ai yVf ^ iaf Xj ’fj} 


iAnd if Allah were to extend the provision for His servants, 
they would surely rebel in the earth,} 

means, *if We gave them more provision than they need, this 
would make them rebel and transgress against one another in 
an arrogant and insolent manner.* 


I* ' v < 




ibut He sends down by measure as He wills. Verily, He is, in 
respect of His servants, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer.} 

means, but He gives them provision according to what is in 
their best interests, and He knows best about that. So He 
makes rich those who deserve to be rich, and He makes poor 


m 


At-Tabari 21:534. 
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those who deserve to be poor. 


^ <j$ '£f} 


iAnd He it is Who sends down the rain after they have 
despaired,} 

means, after the people have given up hope that rain will fall, 
He sends it down upon them at their time of need. This is like 
the Ayah: 



verily, before that (rain) - just before it was sent down 
upon them - they were in despair!} (30:49) 


!£4j} 


}and spreads His mercy.} means, He bestows it upon all the 
people who live in that region. Qatadah said, “We were told that 
a man said to TJmar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with 
him, ‘O Commander of the faithful, no rain has come and the 
people are in despair.’ TJmar, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, ‘Rain will be sent upon you,’ and he recited: 


cl?"' 


f 

—! Oi 


J>. iSJ* 


iAnd He it is Who sends down the rain after they have 
despaired, and spreads His mercy. And He is the Protector, 
Worthy of all praise}.’* 1 * 


Meaning He is the One Who is in control of His creation, 
taking care of what will benefit them in this world and the 
Hereafter, and the consequences of all His decrees and actions 
are good, for which He is worthy of all praise. 


•*-— 5 Oi Cj QL jfj} 

O* 1 &. •*• t/i f fc& A ty 


i29. And among His Ayat is the creation of the heavens and 
the earth, and whatever moving creatures He has dispersed in 
them both. And He is Able to assemble them whenever He 


m 


At-Tabari 21:537. 
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wills.} 

430. And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of 
what your hands have earned. And He pardons much.} 

431. And you cannot escape from Allah in the earth, and 
besides Allah you have neither any protector nor any helper.} 

Among the Signs of Allah is the Creation of the Heavens 
and the Earth 


i?j} 

4And among His Ayat} the signs which point to His great might 
and power, 

iz-v. i; ej jfti's'j $.} 

4is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and whatever 
moving creatures He has dispersed in them both.} 

means, whatever He has created in them, i.e., in the heavens 
and the earth. 

4*& m} 

4and whatever moving creatures} this includes the angels, men, 
Jinn and all the animals with their different shapes, colors, 
languages, natures, kinds and types. He has distributed them 
throughout the various regions of the heavens and earth. 

4And He} means, yet despite all that, 

4Z‘£ 'H 

4is Able to assemble them whenever He wills.} 

means, on the Day of Resurrection, He will gather the first 
and the last of them, and bring all His creatures together in 
one place where they will all hear the voice of the caller and 
all of them will be seen clearly; then He will judge between 
them with justice and truth. 

The Cause of Misfortune is Sin 

4&J £pr ni j: r&zJ zf} 
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iAnd whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what 
your hands have earned.} 

means, “whatever disasters happen to you, O mankind, are 
because of sins that you have committed in the past.’ 

o* 


iAnd He pardons much.} means, of sins; “He does not punish 
you for them, rather He forgives you.’ 


i'i&> & i*! 


lit U!> 


iAnd if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, 
He would not leave a mooing creature on the surface of the 
earth} (35:45). 


According to a SahOi Hadtth: 

V) j3>- XS hi iJ^J 1 

• clUUli -Jf l* ’ii. liil )s 


uBy the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no believer is stricken 
with fatigue, exhaustion, worry or grief, but Allah will forgive 
him for some of his sins thereby - even a thorn which pricks 
him. 


Im&m Ahmad recorded that Mu'awiyah bin Abi Sufyan, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “I heard the Messenger of 
Allah jgg say: 


j* *>. ** J 




«No physical harm befalls a believer, but Allah will expiate for 
some of his sins because o/if .»” t21 

Imam Ahmad also recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, said, “The Messenger of Allah 5^5 said: 


-OlI i [Aj&j L* 4J |Jj XjJl u/jji o JS lil» 


tlf a person commits many sins and has nothing that will 
expiate for them, Allah will test him with some grief that will 


(1) Ahmad 2:303. 

* 2 ' Ahmad 4:98. Similar was recorded by Muslim no. 6567. 
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tAv 

'k&XYs . />; 


i 


H)P expiate for 

them .*'***• 


i)UJ'l^lsfj 

fr 

aiL- 5iL.*l33i> dy^i ji^^JuJI 

iog;&^£ 


*" <i^V f '" 


Am *' * '\ 'w'Z %.*«'" ' "s'» t\ f i<^ 

j 5* * yj-C'a^J <iU> J JLljegj^ 

Crt^iAatfcS 

0 ^oi^iji^irtv^iSta 


v~ii ^ jStf &■ 

jv)' yCi ti» 1 % 

<i ^1 4/+k Sii4j 

S§Sjj 3 . g, J 3 yi'J $ 

; •>.-- »>**" .> ,\ 
ir <-»^y Jj —j Uj JWjt j* 

ti y? ^ 

oi f*^ ^ &?» 

432. And among His 
signs are the ships in the 
sea like mountains.} 

433. If He wills, He 
causes the wind to cease, 
then they would becotne 
motionless on the surface 
(of the sea). Verily, in 
this are signs for every¬ 
one patient and 
grateful.} 

434. Or He may 


destroy them because of that which their (people) have earned. 
And He pardons much.} 

435. And those who dispute as regards Our Ayat may know 
that there is no place of refuge for them.} 


Ships are also among the Signs of Allah 

Allah tells us that another sign of His great power and 
dominion is the fact that He has subjugated the sea so that 
ships may sail in it by His command, so they sail in the sea 
like mountains. This was the view of Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As- 
Suddi and Ad-Dahhak. In other words, these ships on the sea 

^ Ahmad 6:157. The chain of narrators is deficient but it may be 
considered to have support from the previous narration. 



are like mountains on land. 1 1 

ilf He wills. He causes the wind to cease, > means, the winds that 
cause the ships to travel on the sea. If He willed, He could 
cause the winds to cease, then the ships would not move and 
would remain still, neither coming nor going, staying where 
they are on the surface of the water. 

iVerily, in this are signs far everyone patient ^ 
means, who is patient in the face of adversity 

iand grateful. ^ means, in the fact that Allah has subjugated the 
sea and He sends as much wind as they need in order to travel, 
there are signs of His blessings to His creation for everyone who 
is patient, i.e., at times of difficulty, and grateful, i.e., at times 
of ease. 


ST 

iOr He may destroy them because of that which their (people) 
have earned.$ 

means, if He wills, He may destroy the ships and drown them, 
because of the sins of the people on board. 

iAnd He pardons much means, of their sins; if He were to 
punish them for all of their sins, He would destroy everyone 
who sails on the sea. Some of the scholars interpreted the Ayah 

<$Or He may destroy them because of that which their (people) 
have earned.$ 

as meaning, if He willed, He could send the wind to blow 
fiercely so that it would take the ships and divert them from 
their courses, driving them to the right or the left, so that they 


At-Tabari 21:541. 



596 


Tafsir flm Kathir 


would be lost and would not be able to follow their intended 
path. This interpretation also includes the idea of their being 
destroyed. This also fits the first meaning, which is that if 
Allah willed, He could cause the wind to cease, in which case 
the ships would stop moving, or He could make the wind 
fierce, in which case the ships would be lost and destroyed. 
But by His grace and mercy, He sends the wind according to 
their needs, just as He sends rain that is sufficient. If He sent 
too much rain, it would destroy their houses, and if He sent 
too little, their crops and fruits would not grow. In the case of 
lands such as Egypt, He sends water from another land, 
because they do not need rain; if rain were to fall upon them, 
it would destroy their houses and cause walls to collapse. 


d li, C>iM foff) 


4And those who dispute as regards Our Aydt may know that 
there is no place of refuge for them.) 


means, they have no means of escape from Our torment and 
vengeance, for they are subdued by Our power. 


pjj cM -f?- $ dr? li^ 

O'M 2f|y ^ 6 'jjj 'fMi f hM 

d$ f(Ai) 


> ' 1 / * 


436. So whatever you have been given is but (a passing) 
enjoyment for this worldly life, but that which is with Allah is 
better and more lasting for those who believe and put their trust 
in their Lord.) 

437. And those who shun the greater sins, and Al-Fawahish, 
and when they are angry, they forgive.) 

438. And those who answer the Call of their Lord, and perform 
the Saldh, and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual 
consultation, and who spend of what We have bestowed on 
them.) 


439. And those who, when an oppressive wrong is done to 
them, take revenge.) 
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i t 

The Attributes of Those Who deserve that which is with 
Allah 

Here Allah points out the insignificance of this worldly life and 
its transient adornments and luxuries. 

iSo whatever you have been given is but (a passing) enjoyment 
for this worldly life.) 

means, no matter what you achieve and amass, do not be 
deceived by it, for it is only the enjoyment of this life, which is 
the lower, transient realm that will undoubtedly come to an 
end. 

5 ^ a ®' J --6 

ibut that which is with Allah is better and more lasting) 

means, the reward of Allah is better than this world, and it 
will last forever, so do not give preference to that which is 
transient over that which is lasting. Allah says: 

uk> 

ifor those who believe) means, for those who are patient in 
forgoing the pleasures of this world, 

)and put their trust in their Lord.) means, so that He will help 
them to be patient in doing what is obligatory and avoiding 
what is forbidden. 

Then Allah says: 

iAnd those who shun the greater sins, and Al-Fawahish,) 

We have already discussed sin and Al-Fawahish in Surat Al- 
A‘rd/. m 

iand when they are angry, they forgive.) means, their nature 
dictates that they should forgive people and be tolerant. 


1,1 See Surat Al-A'rafl :33. 
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Vengeance is not in their nature. It was reported in the Sahih 
that the Messenger of Allah ^ never took revenge for his own 
sake, only when the sacred Laws of Allah were violated.* 1 * 

[y&jS ct^[>} 

iAnd those who answer the Call of their Lord,} 

means, they follow His Messenger ^ and obey His commands 
and avoid that which He has prohibited. 

iand perform As-Salah} - which is the greatest act of worship of 
Allah, may He be glorified. 

JL .A'*' \ 

Tprt fVur 

iand who (conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation,} 

means, they do not make a decision without consulting one 
another on the matter so that they can help one another by 
sharing their ideas concerning issues such as wars and other 
matters. This is like the Ayah: 

a &&& 

iand consult them in the affairs} (3:159). The Prophet used to 
consult with them concerning wars and other matters, so that 
they would feel confidant. When ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him, was dying, after he had been 
stabbed, he entrusted the choice of the next Khallfah to six 
people who were to be consulted. They were ‘Uthman, ‘Ali, 
Talhah, Az-Zubayr, Said and ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, may 
Allah be pleased with them all. Then all of the Companions, 
may Allah be pleased with them, agreed to appoint “Uthman as 
their leader. 

iand who spend of what \Ne have bestowed on them.} 

this means kindly treating the creation of Allah, starting with 
those who are closest, then the next closest, and so on. 

i iS? ^j} 

m 


Path Al-B&ri 10:541. 
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4And those who, when an oppressive wrong is done to them, 
take revenge 

means, they have the strength to take revenge on those who 
commit aggressive wrong and hostile acts against them. They 
are not incapable of doing so and they are not helpless; they 
are able to take revenge against those who transgress against 
them, even though when they have the power to take revenge, 
they prefer to forgive, as when Yusuf, peace be upon him, said 
to his brothers: 




4No reproach on you this day; may Allah forgive you} 
(12:92). 


even though he was in a position to take revenge on them for 
what they had done to him. The Messenger of Allah jg forgave 
the eighty people who intended to do him harm during the 
year of Al-Hudaybiyah, camping by the mountain of At-Tanlm. 
When he overpowered them, he set them free, even though he 
was in a position to take revenge on them. He also forgave 
Ghawrath bin Al-Harith who wanted to kill him and 
unsheathed his sword while he was sleeping. The Prophet Jg 
woke up to find him pointing the sword at him. He reproached 
him angrily and the sword dropped. Then the Messenger of 
Allah ig picked up the sword and called his Companions He 
told them what had happened, and he forgave the man. There 
are many similar Hadiths and reports. And Allah knows best. 


<jg V $ jS £ ^ 


440. The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof; but 
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is with 
Allah. Verily, He likes not the wrongdoers.$ 

441 . And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered 
wrong, for sudt there is no way (of blame) against them 

442. The way is only against those who oppress men and rebel 
in the earth without justification; for such there will be a 
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iUM 4 * 'i 

iVerily, He likes not the wrongdoers > means, the aggressors, i.e., 
those who initiate the evil actions. 

4And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered 
wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) against them > 

means, there is no sin on him for taking revenge against the 
one who wronged him. 

4The way} means, the burden of sin, 

i&d cjrjVf 4 ojilp SJs Jij IS 

iis only against those who oppress men and rebel in the earth 
without justification ;$> 

means, those who initiate wrongful actions against others, as 
it says in the Sahih Hadith : 

j£AJ ’p] U Jij Vli U jCLlllii 

too persons indulge in abusing each other, the one who 
initiated the wrongful action is to blame, unless the one who 
was wronged oversteps the mark in retaliation .» m 

iU 

ifor such there will be a painful torment means, intense and 
agonizing. It was reported that Muhammad bin Wasi‘ said, “I 
came to Makkah and there was a security out post over the 
trench whose guards took me to Marwan bin Al-Muhallab, who 
was the governor of Basrah. He said, ‘What do you need, O Abu 
‘Abdullah?’ I said. If you can do it, I need you to be like the 
brother of Banu ‘Adiy.’ He said, Who is the brother of Banu 
‘Adiy?’ He said, ‘Al-'Ala’ bin Ziyad; he once appointed a friend of 
his to a position of authority, and he wrote to him: If you can, 
only go to sleep after you make sure that there is nothing on 
your back [i.e., you do not owe anything to anyone], your 

m 


Muslim 4:2000 . 
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stomach is empty and 
your hands are 
untainted by the 
blood or wealth of the 
Muslims. If you do 
that, then there will 
be no way (of blame) 
against you - 

Sir $ Gi> 

jua J$\ 4 iP® 

iThe way is only 
against those who op¬ 
press men and rebel in 
the earth without justifi¬ 
cation; for such there 
will be a painful 
torment.Y 

Marwan said, ‘He 
spoke the truth, by 
Allah, and gave 
sincere advice.’ Then 
he said, “What do you 
need, O Abu 
‘Abdullah?’ I said, 1 need you to let me join my family.’ He said, 
“Yes [I will do that].”’ 11 ’ This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 
When Allah condemned wrongdoing and the people who do it, 
and prescribed Al-Qisds, He encouraged forgiveness: 

iAnd verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives,} 
meaning, whoever bears the insult with patience and conceals 
the evil action, 

ijto ^ it & 

ithat would tridy be from the things recommended by Allah.} 


Jr 






tAA 

x ✓ s* s' A / »> « ^ 


Lf; AsJ-j iL ^ 

Aj Vc-Li-iU ^ Aj i Jj 


Ibn Abi Shaybah 7:245. 
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Said bin Jubayr said, “This means, one of the things enjoined 
by Allah,” i.e., good actions for which there will be a great 
reward and much praise. 






(41 J* v'j-J* ft l-J dy>J *i:£ OJ pj 

'Ar* Crt Ot ’^40i ot i/' 

k v Us fj: ^ ^iii 4 sj jig 

44"^ <>*-> ?^* £>> Jt foXr*“. Qf' <>i pi Cy yUc J . nJ'Ul f 

OJ ? li £ 


<44. An</ whomsoever Allah sends astray, for him there is no 
protector after Him. And you will see the wrongdoers, when 
they behold the torment, they will say: "Is there any way of 
return?") 

<45. And you will see them brought forward to it (Hell) made 
humble by disgrace, (and) looking with stealthy glance. And 
those who believe will say: "Verily, the losers are they who lose 
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection." 
Verily, the wrongdoers will be in a lasting torment.) 

<46. And they will have no protectors to help them other than 
Allah. And he whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no 
way.) 


The State of the Wrongdoers on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that whatever He wills happens and whatever He 
does not will does not happen, and no one can make it 
happen. Whomever He guides, none can lead astray, and 
whomever He leads astray, none can guide, as He says: 

<U-V* 0) J Juf Ji Jlii y^S*j) 

ibut he whom He sends astray, for him you will find no 
protecting to lead him.) (18:17). 

Then Allah tells us about the wrongdoers, i.e., the idolaters 
who associate others in worship with Allah - 

ft CS) 

iwhen they behold the torment,) i.e., on the Day of Resurrection, 
they will wish that they could go back to this world. 
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J* <^yD > 


$ they will say: "Is there any way of return?"} 

This is like the Ayah: 

j* 'Vj i> ^ il sy 

4$&a #5 ^ 'j? q wa& # 5? u* &k V? * A $ 


4// you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: "Would that we were but sent back! Then 
we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would be of 
the believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they 
had been concealing before. But if they were returned, they 
would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars.} (6:27-28) 


4S& ?4vj} 

4And you will see them brought forward to it} means, to the Fire. 


itnade humble by disgrace,} means, in a befitting manner, 
because of their previous disobedience towards Allah. 

4(and) looking with stealthy glance.} Mujahid said, “In a 
humiliated manner.” 111 That is, they will steal glances at it, 
because they will be afraid of it. But the thing that they are 
afraid of will undoubtedly happen, and worse than that - may 
Allah save us from that. 

J%} 

4And those who believe will say} means, on the Day of 
Resurrection they will say: 

4Verily, the losers...} means, the greatest losers. 

ii fc# j5 1 

m 


A^Tabari 21:553. 
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iare they who lose themselves and their families on the Day of 
Resurrection.} 

means, they will be taken to the Fire and deprived of any 
pleasures in the Hereafter. They will lose themselves, and they 
will be separated from their loved ones, companions, families 
and relatives, and they will lose them. 

iVerily, the wrongdoers will be in a lasting torment.} means, 
everlasting and eternal, with no way out and no escape. 

4^ iu* o* | iQJ' J* fi 

iAnd they will have no protectors to help them other than 
Allah.} 

means, no one to save them from the punishment and 
torment which they are suffering. 

li Jit J-Liu o*j} 


iAnd he whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no way.} 
means, no salvation. 

oj b 'A (“j; ufa iJ Jt 

Til \S£ 'll CL»£. ^ ^ U ^ 

|«^u ofi Cjr li* 

4QP-i>" 


447. Answer the Call of your Lord before there comes from 
Allah a Day which cannot be averted. You will have no refuge 
on that Day nor there will be for you any denying.} 

i48. But if they turn away, We have not sent you as a Hafiz 
over them. Your duty is to convey. And verily, when We cause 
man to taste of mercy from Us, he rejoices there at; but when 
some evil befalls than because of the deeds which their hands 
have sent forth, then verily, man (becomes) ingrate!} 


Encouragement to obey Allah before the Day of 
Resurrection 

When Allah tells us about the horrors and terrifying events of 



m 
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the Day of Resurrection, He warns us about it and commands 
us to prepare for it: 


& 


^Answer the Call of your Lord before there comes from Allah a 
Day which cannot be aver ted. } 

means, once He issues the command, it will come to pass 
within the blinking of an eye, and no one will be able to avert 
it or prevent it. 


4 You will have no refuge on that Day nor there will be for you 
any denying.} 

means, you will have no stronghold in which to take refuge, 
no place in which to hide from Allah, for He will encompass 
you with His knowledge and power, and you will have no 
refuge from Him except with Him. 




u ;.11 


iOn that Day man will say: “Where (is the refuge) to flee?" 
No! There is no refuge! Unto your Lord will be the place of rest 
that Day.) (75:10-12) 

4W&SI & 


iBut if they turn away,} refers to the idolaters, 

XS} 


iWe have not sent you as a Hafiz over them.} 
means, ‘you have no power over them.* And Allah says 
elsewhere: 


4$ 


rx-: 


> .ti'ij Sfo - »*■ 1 * dkt 


iNot upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He 
wills ^ (2:272). 

J& <%} 

iyour duty is only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the 
reckoning} (13:40). 

And Allah says here: 
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iYour duty is to convey.} meaning, ‘all that We require you to do 
is to convey the Message of Allah to them.’ 

4And verily, when We cause man to taste of mercy from Us, 
he rejoices there at;} 

means, when a time of ease and comfort comes to him, he is 
happy about it. 

d£} 

4but when befalls them} means mankind. 

<^} 


isome evil} means, 
difficulty, 


drought, punishment, 


tribulation or 


4then verily, man (becomes) ingrate!} means, he forgets the 
previous times of ease and blessings and acknowledges nothing 
but the present moment. If times of ease come to him, he 
becomes arrogant and transgresses, but if any difficulty befalls 
him, he loses hope and is filled with despair. This is like what 
the Messenger of Allah said to the women: 




«0 women, give in charity, for 1 have seen that you form the 
majority of the people of Hell .» 

A woman asked, “Why is that, O Messenger of Allah?” He said: 




i j 15 ! cJli , 


1 Because you complain too much, and you are ungrateful to 
(your) husbands. If one of you were to be treated kindly for an 
entire lifetime, then that kindness was lacking for one day, she 
would say, 7 have never seen anything good from you fn 11 ’ 


m 


Muslim 1:86. 
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This is the case with most women, except for those whom 
Allah guides and who are among the people who believe and 
do righteous deeds. As the Prophet ^ said, the believer is the 
one who: 


b4J 1 1 i\ jij laJ 1 1 0iSo k jSL: *Yj~* 0U7I <jis 

'x'A <\ & Aj 


«... if something good happens to him, he is thankful, and that 
is good for him. If something bad happens to him, he bears it 
with patience, and that is good for him. This does not happen 
to anyone except the believer .»*'• 


v*4-y • tii U o 4 )*} 

i§X4 V* A as * && <0* 


i49. To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the 
earth. He creates what He wills. He bestows female upon whom 
He wills, and bestows male upon whom He wills.} 

$50. Or He bestows both males and females, and He renders 
barren whom He wills. Verily, He is the All-Knower and is 
Able (to do all things).} 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Sovereign and Controller 
of the heavens and the earth. Whatever he wills happens, and 
whatever He does not will does not happen. He gives to 
whomsoever He wills and withholds from whomsoever he wills; 
none can withhold what He gives, and none can give what He 
withholds, and He creates whatever He wills. 


4He bestows female upon whom He wills.} means, He gives them 
daughters only. Al-Baghawi said, "And among them (those who 
were given daughters only) was Lut, peace be upon him 


iattd bestows male upon whom He wills.} means, He gives them 
sons only. Al-Baghawi said, "Like Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be 

111 Muslim 4:2295. 

^ Al-Baghawi 4 :132. 
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upon him, who did not have any daughters.” 111 

4Or He bestows both males and females,} means, He gives to 
whomsoever He wills both males and females, sons and 
daughters. Al-Baghawi said, “Like Muhammad Sg.” 12 ' 

&& m * 

iand He renders barren whom He wills.} means, so that he has 
no children at all. Al-Baghawi said, “Like Yahya and Isa, peace 
be upon them.”' 3 ' So people are divided into four categories: 
some are given daughters, some are given sons, some are given 
both sons and daughters, and some are not given either sons 
or daughters, but they are rendered barren, with no offspring. 

4x4 

4 Verily, He is the All-Knower} means, He knows who deserves to 
be in which of these categories. 

4j.4¥ 

iand is Able (to do all things).} means, to do whatever He wills 
and to differentiate between people in this manner. This issue 
is similar to that referred to in the Ayah where Allah says of 
Isa, peace be upon him: 

iAnd (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind} (19:21): 

i.e., proof for them of His power, for He created people in four 
different ways. Adam, peace be upon him, was created from clay, 
from neither a male nor a female. Hawwa’, peace be upon her, 
was created from a male without a female. All other people, 
besides Isa, peace be upon him, were created from male and 
female, and this sign of Allah was completed with the creation of 
Isa bin Maiyam, may peace be upon them both, who was 
created from a female without a male. Allah says: 

4<j4A i^ 

' 1 ' Al-Baghawi 4:132. 

' 2 ' Al-Baghawi 4 :132. 

' 3 * Al-Baghawi 4:132. 
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4 And (We wish) to 
appoint him as a sign to 
mankind} (19:21). 

This issue has to do 
with parents, whilst 
the previous issue 
has to do with 
children, and in each 
case there are four 
categories. Glory be to 
the All-Knower Who is 
Able to do all things. 

&££ J j& i of £ 
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451. It is not given to any human being that Allah sltould 
speak to him unless (it be) by revelation, or from behind a veil, 
or (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His 
leave. Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise.4 

452. And thus We have sent to you Riih of Our command. 
You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith. But We 
have made it a light wherewith We guide whosoever of Our 
servants We will. And verily, you are indeed guiding to a 
straight path.) 

453. Tire path of Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the 
heavens and all that is on the earth. Verily, all matters at the 
end go to Allah.} 








611 


Surah 42. Ash=ShM (51 - 53) (Part-25) 


How the Revelation comes down 


This refers to how Allah sends revelation. Sometimes He casts 
something into the heart of the Prophet jg, and he has no 
doubt that it is from Allah, as it was reported in Sahilhi Ibn 
fjibban that the Messenger of Allah sg said: 




“Ar-Ruh Al-Qudus [i.e., Jibril] breathed into my heart that no 
soul will die until its allotted provision and time have expired, 
so have Taqwa of Allah and keep seeking in a good (and lawful) 
a><iy .» 111 




4.or from behind a veil ^ - as He spoke to Musa, peace be upon 
him. He asked to see Him after He had spoken to him, but this 
was not granted to him. 

In the Sahth, it recorded that the Messenger of Allah jg said 
to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him: 

• L*-U S iirf Ail j »lj j Vj aIiI U» 


*Allah never speaks to anyone except from behind a veil, but 
He spoke to your father directly . » (21 


This is how it was stated in the Hadith. He [Jabir’s father] was 
killed on the day of Uhud, but this refers to the realm of Al- 
Barzakh, whereas the Ayah speaks of this earthly realm. 







ior (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His 
leave.} 

as Jibril, peace be upon him, and other angels came down to 
the Prophets, peace be upon them. 


4 Verily , He is Most High, Most Wise.} He is Most High, All- 
Knowing, Most Wise. 


^ Musnad Ash-Shihab 2 :185, 
Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:360. 
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oi '*--L *4'^^ 

iAnd thus We have sent to you Ruh of Our command.} 
means, the Qur’an. 

i-fsf % £ iSjl IX £} 

4 You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith.} 
means, In the details which were given to you in the Qur’an.’ 


iBut We have made it} means, the Qur’an, 
iy, '*Uj u* .#t 

ia light wherewith We guide wlwsoever of Our servants We will.} 
This is like the Ayah: 



iSay: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And 
as far those who disbelieve, there is heaviness (deafness) in their 
ears, and it (the Qur'an) is blindness far them."} (41:44). 


iAnd verily, you} means, ‘O Muhammad,’ 

iare indeed guiding to a straight path.} means, the correct 
behavior. Then Allah explains this further by saying: 

}The path of Allah} meaning. His Laws which He enjoins. 

4 £j 4 £ “A 

ito Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on 
the earth.} 

means, their Lord and Sovereign, the One Who is controlling 
and ruling them, Whose decree cannot be overturned. 
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iVerily, all matters at the end go to Allah.} means, all matters 
come back to Him and He issues judgement concerning them. 
Glorified and exalted be He far above all that the evildoers and 
deniers say. 

[This is the end of the Tafsir of Siirat Ash-Shura] 
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The Tafsir of Surat Az-Zukhruf 
(Chapter - 43) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 


P - 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

$ a % fci as; \ 

C) $ LSai Cfl 

& oi p-*P- 4 ^ ^ fiS 

j£ &£f ^ 53 E&fe 


il. Ha MTm.} 

<2. By the manifest Book.} 

43 . Verily, We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic that you may 
be able to understand.} 

44. And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book with Us, indeed 
exalted, full of wisdom.} 

45. Shall We then take away the Reminder from you, because 
you are a people excessive.} 

46. And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men 
of old.} 

47. And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to 
mock at him.} 

48. Then We destroyed men stronger (in power) than these and 
the example of the ancients has passed away.} 


4Ha-MTm. By the manifest Book.} means, plain and clear in both 
wording and meaning, because it was revealed in the language 
of the Arabs, which is the most eloquent language for 
communication among people. Allah says: 
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4 Verily, We have made it} meaning, revealed it, 

4a Qur'an in Arabic} meaning, in the language of the Arabs, 
eloquent and clear; 

ithat you may be able to understand.} means, that you may 
understand it and ponder its meanings. This is like the Ayah: 

>£ &} 

iln the plain Arabic language.} (26:195) 

Ip 4 £0 

iAnd verily, it is in the Mother of the Book with Us, indeed 
exalted, fill of wisdom.} 

This explains the high status of the Qur’an among the hosts 
on high (the angels), so that the people of earth will respect it, 
venerate it and obey it. 

iAnd verily, it} means, the Qur’an, 

J a► 

iis in the Mother of the Book} meaning, Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz (the 
Preserved Tablet). This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas and 
Mujahid.* 1 * 

iwith Us,} means, in Our presence. This was the view of 
Qatadah and others.* 2 * 

4 &> 

iindeed exalted} means, occupying a position of honor and 
virtue. This was the view of Qatadah.* 3 * 

111 Ar-R§zi, 27:167. 

* 2 * Al-Baghawi 4:133. 

* 3 * At-Tabari 21:567. 
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ifull of wisdom.} means, clear, with no confusion or deviation. 
All of this indicates its noble status and virtue, as Allah says 
elsewhere: 


4*3 * y a f YfS 


iThat (this) is indeed an honorable recitation. In a Book well- 
guarded. Which none can touch but the pure. A revelation from 
the Lord of the all that exists.} (56:77-80) 




}Nay, indeed it is an admonition. So whoever wills, let him 
pay attention to it. (It is) in Records held (greatly) in honor, 
exalted, purified, in the hands of scribes (angels), honorable and 
obedient.} (80:11-16) 




iShall We then take away the Reminder (this Qur'an) from 
you, because you are a people excessive.} 

means, ‘do you think that We will forgive you and not punish 
you, when you do not do as you have been commanded?’ This 
was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Abu Salih, Mujahid and As-Suddi, and was the view favored 
by Ibn Jarir.* 1 * 


iShall We then take away the Reminder (this Qur'an) from 
you,} 

Qatadah said, “By Allah, if this Qur’an had been taken away 
when the first generations of this Ummah rejected it, they 
would have been doomed, but Allah by His mercy persisted in 
sending it and calling them to it for twenty years, or for as long 
as He willed.” 12 ' What Qatadah said is very good, and his point 


111 At-Tabari 21 :567, 568. 
121 At-Tabari 21:568. 







iand you will not find any change in the way of Allah.} 
(33:62) 

4 V&- '$% &2& & $ J&* <$> 

t dlf (ZL>i <3/ v^jjX-tj plui j£j >jVt jv3==J 

££Vf j£. c^fc $<££2 4^ ‘C U .* && A % 
& pA 4 \&% ■% -A £ '£3 ®&g? c ^iVG <0 M 
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49. And indeed if you ask them: “Who has created the heavens 


At-Tabari 21:571. 
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and the earth?” They will surely say: "The All-Mighty, the 
All-Knower created them.”} 

410 . Who has made for you the earth like a bed, and has made 
for you roads therein, in order that you may find your way.} 

ill. And Who sends down water from the sky in due measure, 
then We revive a dead land therewith, and even so you will be 
brought forth.} 

412. And Who has created all the pairs and has appointed for 
you ships and cattle on which you ride,} 

413. In order that you may mount on their backs, and then 
may remember the favor of your lord when you mount thereon, 
and say: "Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and we 
could have never had it."} 

414. And verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!”} 


The Idolators’ admission that Allah is the Sole Creator, 
and Further Evidence of that 

Allah says: If you, O Muhammad, were to ask these idolators 
who associate others with Allah and worship others besides 
Him,’ 


& 


4"Wlw has created the heavens and the earth?" They will 
surely say: "The All-Mighty, the All-Knower created them.”} 

In other words, they will admit that the Creator of all that is 
Allah Alone, with no partner or associate, yet they still worship 
others - idols and false gods - alongside Him. 

4Who has made for you the earth like a bed,} means, smooth, 
stable and firm, so that you can travel about in it, and stand 
on it and sleep and walk about, even though it is created above 
water, but He has strengthened it with the mountains, lest it 
should shake. 


4and has made for you roads therein,} means, paths between the 
mountains and the valleys. 
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$&} 

4in order that you may find your way .} means, in your journeys 
from city to city, region to region, land to land. 

iAnd Who sends down water from the sky in due measure,} 

means, according to what is sufficient for your crops, fruits 
and drinking water for yourselves and your cattle. 

frCl \g&} 

4then We revive a dead land therewith,} means, a barren land, for 
when the water comes to it, it is stirred (to life), and it swells 
and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth). By referring to the 
revival of the earth, Allah draws attention to how He will bring 
bodies back to life on the Day of Resurrection, after they have 
been dead. 

4and even so you will be brought forth.} 

Then Allah says: 

4$ fjjVf jii- <s^j} 

4And Who has created all the pairs} meaning, of everything that 
grows in the earth, all kinds of plants, crops, fruits, flowers, 
etc., and all different kinds of animals. 

44 $ * # 

4and has appointed for you ships} or vessels, 

4'o& £ 

}and cattle on which you ride.} means, He has subjugated them 
to you and made it easy for you to eat their meat, drink their 
milk and ride on their backs. Allah says: 

iln order that you may mount on their backs,} meaning, sit 
comfortably and securely, 






i° n their backs} means, on the backs of these kinds of animals. 

ili I £& 'Ji} 

iand then may remember the favor of your Lord} means, whereby 
these animals are subjugated to you. 

% iI4=. Cj ill Q 'jkL jjj; fjjtj & pfj iii> 

iivhen you mount thereon, and say: "Glory to Him Who has 
subjected this to us, and we could have never had it.”} 

means, if it were not for the fact that Allah has subjugated 
these things to us, we could never have done this by our own 
strength.’ Ibn ‘Abbas, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said: 
“We could not have done this ourselves.”* 1 * 

j % 4 %} 

iAnd verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return.} 

means, We will return to Him after our death, and our 
ultimate destination is with Him.’ In this Ayah, mention of 
earthly journeys draws attention to the journey of the 
Hereafter, just as elsewhere, mention of earthly provision 
draws attention to the importance of ensuring provision for the 
Hereafter, as Allah says: 

iAnd take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best 
provision is the Taqwa} (2:197). 

And mention of earthly garments is also used to draw 
attention to the raiment of the Hereafter: 

4-**- «i4i J-Q-j 

iand as an adornment; and the raiment of the Taqwa, that is 
better} (7:26). 

lib; ll_* jjcf f\ jiyiSj Cfr- 

| j*- jjCaid J iijl ijilj 


At-Tabari 21:576, 577. 
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415. Yef, they assign to some of His servants a share with 
Him. Verily, man is indeed a manifest ingrate!} 

416. Or has He taken daughters out of what He has created, 
and He has selected for you sons?} 

417. And if one of them is informed of the news of that which 
he sets forth as a parable to the Most Gracious, his face becomes 
dark, and he is filled with grief.} 

418. A creature who is brought up in adornments, and who in 
dispute cannot make itself clear?} 

419. And they make females the angels who themselves are 
servants of the Most Gracious. Did they witness their creation? 
Their testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned!} 

420. And they said: ‘‘If it had been the will of the Most 
Gracious, we should not have worshipped them." They have no 
knowledge whatsoever of that. They do nothing but lie!} 


Condemnation of the Idolaters’ attribution of Offspring 
to Allah 


Here Allah speaks of the lies and fabrications of the idolators, 
when they devoted some of their cattle to their false gods and 
some to Allah, as He described in Surat Al-An‘am where He 
said: 


> i« cj' & ijuA ijiLj* ^ !p i IjIm-j} 

# A A; j~A i£i fc&Zi tig* 

£ :Xz _j1i 


4And they assign to Allah share of the tilth and cattle which He 
has created, and they say: "This is far Allah" according to 
their claim, "and this is far our partners." But the share of 
their partners reaches not Allah, while the share of Allah 
reaches their partners! Evil is the way they judge!} (6:136). 

Similarly, out of the two kinds of offspring, sons and 
daughters, they assigned to Him the worst and least valuable 
(in their eyes), i.e., daughters, as Allah says: 
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U 4 % $i>V( $ $& p\} 


ils it for you the males and for Him the females? That indeed is 
a division most unfair!} (53:21-22) 

And Allah says here: 




4Yief, they assign to some of His servants a share with Him. 
Verily, man is indeed a manifest ingrate!} Then He says: 


pl% yG 3* ll> JlsIi 


40 r lias He taken daughters out of what He has created, and 
He has selected for you sons?} 

This is a denunciation of them in the strongest terms, as He 
goes on to say: 




4And if one of them is informed of the news of that which he 
sets forth as a parable to the Most Gracious, his face becomes 
dark, and lie is filled with grief.} 

means, if one of these people is given the news that there has 
been bom to him one of those which he attributes to Allah, 
i.e., a daughter, he hates this news and it depresses and 
overwhelms him so much that he keeps away from people 
because he feels so ashamed. Allah says, so how can they 
dislike that so much and yet they attribute it to Allah? 




4A creature who is brought up in adornments, and who in 
dispute cannot make itself clear?} 

means, women are regarded as lacking something, which they 
make up for with jewelry and adornments from the time of 
childhood onwards, and when there is a dispute, they cannot 
speak up and defend themselves clearly, so how can this be 
attributed to Allah? 

}And they make females the angels who themselves are servants 
of the Most Gracious.} 
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means, that is what they believe about them, but Allah 
denounces them for that and says: 

)Did they witness their creation?) meaning, did they see 
Allah creating them as females? 


4 Their testimony will be recorded means, concerning that, 


iand they will be questioned!) means, about that, on the 
Day of Resurrection. This is a stem warning and a 
serious threat. 


ifZZ. G & jj 


{And they said: "If it had been the will of the Most Gracious, 
we should not have worshipped them.") 


means, (they said:) ‘if Allah had willed, He would have 
prevented us from worshipping these idols which are images of 
the angels who are the daughters of Allah; He knows about 
this and He approves of it.’ 

By saying this, they combined several types of error: First: 
They attributed offspring to Allah - exalted and sanctified be 
He far above that. Second: They claimed that He chose 
daughters rather than sons, and they made the angels, who 
are the servants of the Most Gracious, female. Third: They 
worshipped them with no proof, evidence or permission from 
Allah. This was based on mere opinion, whims and desires, 
imitation of their elders and forefathers, and pure ignorance. 
They used Allah’s decree as an excuse, and this reasoning 
betrayed their ignorance. Fourth: Allah denounced them for 
this in the strongest terms, for from the time He first sent 
Messengers and revealed Books, the command was to worship 
Him Alone with no partner or associate, and it was forbidden 
to worship anything other than Him. Allah says: 


'Ll* 

iJlT iiU j Jdc. cJL>- Sj* n-LU'i 


>1 pb J^=> 4 iuli \j) 
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4@S^23( 

fAwd verily, We have 
sent among every Um- 
mah a Messenger (pro¬ 
claiming): "Worship 
Allah, and avoid all false 
deities." Then of them 
were some whom Allah 
guided and of them were 
some upon whom the 
straying was justified. 
So travel through the 
land and see what was 
the end of those who 
denied.} (16:36) 

oj tiljj Crt IA 

Cpzfi »W» Oi 

>*•> t'w' 
^ 'J^vO^JUju Hi’* 

iAnd ask those of Our 
Messengers whom We 
sent before you: "Did 
We ever appoint gods to 


be worshipped besides the Most Gracious?"} (43:45) 

And Allah says in this Ayah, after mentioning this argument of 
theirs: 

4-t^ Oi <±4% p# 

iThey have no knowledge whatsoever of that.} meaning, of the 
truth of what they say and the arguments they put forward. 

ifoffje.. "$} £ $}} 


iThey do nothing but lie!} means, they tell lies and fabricate 
untruths. 

iti&Apk'Zkoidj&^t} 

iThey have no knowledge whatsoever of that. They do nothing 
but lie!} 
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Mujahid said, “They do not appreciate the power of Allah.” 111 

'jlli Si -jOj Cri |K?'. ^ 

V,' uj /rt/ 4 vlljj OJ (*^^'* d® fyo 

fkw tu ^ jtf # ^ # & & & iss 

^ ^ >5 CSSS f:5^r .* AJ L q 5s %: i£ 

4&&* 


421. Or have V\/e given them any Book before this (the Qur’an) 
to which they are holding fast?'} 

422. Nay! They say: "We found our fathers following a certain 
way and religion, and we guide ourselves by their footsteps."} 

423. And similarly, We sent not a wamer before you to any 
town (people) but the luxurious ones among them said: “We 
found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we 
will indeed follow their footsteps."} 

424. He said: "Even if I bring you better guidance than that 
which you found your fathers following?" They said: “Verily, 
we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent."} 

425. So We took revenge on them, then see what was the end 
of those who denied.} 


The Idolators have no Proof 


Allah condemns the idolators for worshipping others instead of 
Allah with no evidence or proof for doing so. 

40r have We given them any Book before this} means, before their 
idolatry. 




4to which they are holding fast?} means, with regard to what they 
are doing. This is not the case. This is like the Ayah: 


i%'o££ Wcp&sZOLuZ £0 ft 


40r have We revealed to them an authority (a Scripture), 


m 


At-Tabari 21:583. 
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which speaks of that which they have been associating with 
Him?} (30:35) 


meaning, that did not happen. Then Allah says: 




4Nay! They say: "we found our fathers following a certain way 
and religion (Ummah), and we guide ourselves by their 
footsteps."} 

meaning, they have no grounds for their belief in idolatry 
apart from the fact that they are imitating their fathers and 
forefathers who were following a certain Ummah or way, i.e., 
religion. The word Ummah is used in a similar manner 
elsewhere, where Allah says: 

/// x /-'t , / *Z , \ 

4^1 »•£-» o[} 

iAnd verily, this your religion (Ummah) is one religion} 
(23:52), and they said; 


iand we by their footsteps} means, behind them 


iWe guide ourselves} This is their claim with no evidence. Then 
Allah points out that what these people say was already said by 
those who were like them among the nations of the past who 
disbelieved in the Messengers. Their hearts and their words are 
similar. 


f jX. ijlli 'Jl jf-j J* [vfL» CK T* dft'jfc} 




iLikewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they 
said: “A sorcerer or a madman!" Have they transmitted this 
saying to these? Nay, they are themselves a people 
transgressing beyond bounds!} (51:52-53) 


And Allah says here: 
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iAnd similarly, Wc sent 
not a wamer before you 
to any town (people) but 
the luxurious ones 
among them said: "\Ne 
found our fathers follow¬ 
ing a certain way and 
religion, and we will in¬ 
deed follow their 
footsteps. 

Then He says: 

4Say} - ‘O Muhammad, 
to these idolators 

f-4-j 

iLj L q \)t y&\: & 

.jij 

4"Even if I bring you 
better guidance than that 
which you found your 
fatlters following?'' They 
said: "Verily, we disbe¬ 
lieve in that with which you have been sent."} 

‘Even if they were convinced of the truth of what you have 
brought to them, they will not follow it, because of their evil 
intentions and their arrogance towards the truth and its 
people.’ 


a 

(JictJZoZ o cgh 




4So We took revenge on them} means, on the disbelieving 
nations, by inflicting various kinds of punishments, as Allah 


^ In the recitation of Hafs and Ibn ‘Amir, it is “He said” as appears in 
the common copy of Qur’an. The majority of the scholars of the 
past recited it as Ibn Kathir mentioned it here, with the meaning 
“Say:” See the Tafsir of Al-Baghawi, At-Jabari, Al-Wahidi, Ibn 
‘Atiyah etc. 
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has described in the stories of those nations. 

i'a&n j&} 


4then see what was the end of those who denied} means, see what 
became of them, how they were destroyed and how Allah saved 
the believers. 

JjJj Sk ^ lii ‘Sj yjii i fiHei <3® 

^ Ja ^ (*4^2 j ijlf <^^C“ 

Kj! jjlly C^> 'i* ijiu QJ 3><y <5^ 

l;»-j viCj 0 /1 Jp hi* 

Jf * , . ✓ ~ , > < . ■£,! ■' •>■'»' ."f" _•'""tf . '■*;< < 

V_/>w Uuy |^m> A>C-J Jom <Jj» | »pa«i u^tlj bjJI J 

sjl^> iil jilljt o_^ jl "Vjb jy- lit; 

& ® rfj% & &Z t-k Oi & fc# !0t 

jJijj J£j> lj>3' Xyk £~~* ^ liii'j J.^—g o^j \p~jj 


426. And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his fattier and his 
people: “Verily, I am innocent of what you worship,"} 

427. “Except Him Who created me; and verily, He will guide 
me."} 

42S. And he made it a word lasting among his offspring, that 
they may turn back.} 

429. Nay, but I gave to these and their fathers to enjoy, till 
there came to them the truth, and a Messenger making things 
clear.} 

430. And when the truth came to them, they said: “This is 
magic, and we disbelieve therein."} 

431. And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to 
some great man of the two towns?"} 

432. Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord? 
It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 
world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks, so 
that some may employ others in their work. But the mercy of 
your Lord is better than what they amass.} 
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433. And were it not that mankind would have become of one 
community, We would have provided for those who disbelieve in 
the Most Gracious, silver roofs for their houses, and elevators 
whereby they ascend,} 

434. And for their houses, doors, and thrones on which they 
could recline,} 

435. And adornments of gold. Yet all this would have been 
nothing but an enjoyment of this world. And the Hereafter with 
your Lord is for those who have Taqwa.} 


Ibrahim's Declaration of Tawhtd 

• 

Here Allah tells us about His servant, Messenger and close 
Friend, the leader of the monotheists and the father of all 
subsequent Prophets, from whom Quraysh were descended 
and claimed to have taken their religion. He disowned his 
father’s and his people’s worship of idols and said: 


<4 *$< off* 111 


i"Verily, I am innocent of what you worship, except Him Who 
created me; and verily. He will guide me." And he made it a 
Word lasting among his offspring,} 

The Word means the worship of Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, and the denunciation of all gods apart from Him, 
i.e.. La ilaha illalldh. He left this word as an example to be 
followed by those of his progeny who were guided by Allah. 

ithat they may turn back.} means, come back to this word. 

Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others 
commented on the Ayah: 


iAnd he made it a Word lasting among his offspring 

“This means, La ildha illaUdh , and there are still those among 
his offspring who say it."^ A similar view was narrated from 


Ul 


At-Tabari 21:589. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him. Ibn Zayd said, 
“The word of Islam,” 111 which refers to the same thing 
suggested by the group. 

How the People of Makkah turned away from the 
Messenger ^ and opposed Him, and His Response 

Allah further says: 

4Nay, but I gave to these) means, the idolators, 

iand their fathers ^ means, they lived a long life in their 
misguidance. 

itill there came to them the truth, and a Messenger making 
things clear.) 

means, his message is clear and his warning is clear. 

^ & \tt Sn 

iAnd when the truth came to them, they said: "This is magic, 
and we disbelieve therein.") 

means, they were arrogant and stubborn, and they pushed 
him away out of disbelief, envy and transgression. 

4 And they say} means, objecting to that which Allah has 
revealed to him, 

iftjSK oi £*6 & &/K jJ 

4Why is not this Qur'an setit down to some great man of the 
two towns?} 

meaning, why was this Qur'an not revealed to some man who 
was great and prominent in their eyes, from the two towns, 
i.e., Makkah and At-Ta’if? This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Ikrimah, Muhammad bin Ka*b 


111 Al-Qurtubi 21:77. 
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Al-Qurazi, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.' 1 * 

Several scholars of Tafsir stated that by this, the Quraysh 
meant Al-Walld bin Al-Mughirah and ‘Urwah bin Mas*ud Ath- 
Thaqafi. The apparent meaning is that what they meant was a 
great man from either of the two towns. Allah responded to 
their rejection by saying: 

ife ££ * 1 - 1 ' "$} 


ils it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord?} 


meaning, the matter has nothing to do with them; it is for 
Allah to decide. Allah knows best where to direct His Message, 
and He does not reveal it except to the one who is the purest 
in heart and soul, and of the noblest descent. 

Then Allah points out that He differentiates among His 
creation in terms of what He gives them of wealth, provision, 
intellect, understanding and other visible and hidden 
strengths: 


Cli £} 


ilt is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 
world,} 


4 Cj**— Ua»» (*r J * j *i 

iso that some may employ others in their work.} It was said that 
this means that some employ others in their work, because one 
needs the other, and vice versa. This was the view of As-Suddi 
and others.* 2 * 


“ U-* Libj y 


$But the mercy of your Lord is better than which they amass.} 

means, the mercy of Allah towards His creation is better for 
them than the wealth and conveniences of this world which 
they possess. 


Wealth is not a Sign of Divine Pleasure 

£.1 ■>£ J \j} 


111 At-Tabari 21:592, 593. 
* 2 * At-Tabari 21:595. 
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iAnd were it not that mankind would have become of one 
community,} 

means, *were it not for the fact that many ignorant people 
would think that Our giving them wealth was a sign that We 
love the person to whom We give it, and thus they would have 
agreed upon disbelief for the sake of wealth.’ This is the view 
of Ibn ‘Abbas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.* 1 * 






4 We would have provided for those who disbelieve in the Most 
Gracious, silver roofs for their houses, and elevators} 

means, ladders and staircases of silver. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others. 12 ' 


iwhereby they ascend,} means, go up. And their houses would 
have doors, i.e., locks on their doors, 




iand thrones on which they could recline, ^ means, all of that 
would be made of silver. 



iAnd adornments} means, and gold. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd. 13 ' 


4^.3' sjA' A *iljs J^=> 


iYet all this would have been nothing but an enjoyment of this 
world.} 

means, all that belongs to this transient world which is 
insignificant before Allah. He hastens their reward for good 
deeds in the form of luxuries in this world, so that when they 
reach the Hereafter, they will have no good merits with Allah 
for which they may be rewarded, as was reported in the Sahih 
Hadlth . ,4 ' It was reported in another Hadith: 


111 At-Tabari 21:597. 

121 At-Tabari 21:600. 

131 At-Tabari 21:601,602. 
* 4 ' Muslim 4:2162. 
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‘jti Ifi; Li <3)1 Xp jj< CjJl jl fo 


“// f/iis world were worth a gnat's wing before Allah, He would 
not give a disbeliever a drink of water .» ,1) Al-Baghawi 
narrated its chain of narration.* 2 * 



dlij XjS 


iAnd the Hereafter with your Lord is (only) for those who have 
Taqioa 

means, it is exclusively for them, and no one else will share it 
with them. When Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased 
with him, visited the Messenger of Allah jg in seclusion, when 
he was keeping away from his wives, and he saw him resting 
on a rough mat which had left marks on his side, his eyes 
filled with tears and he said, “O Messenger of Allah, look at 
this Chosroes and this Caesar with all that they have, and you 
are the best of Allah’s creation.” The Messenger of Allah jg 
was reclining, but he sat up and said: 

u cJf Jii ^ )i« 


•Are you in doubt, O son of Al-Khattab ?» 
Then he ^ said: 




*Those are people for whom the enjoyments are hastened in this 
world .** 3 * According to another report: 


•;>Vi &j doJi j# jj5 M uf» 


•Does it not please you that this world is for them and the 
Hereafter is for us?»* 4 ' 


In as the Two Sahihs and elsewhere, it is reported that the 
Messenger of Allah jg said: 


m 

12 ) 

( 3 ) 

| 4 | 




At-Tirmidhi 6:611. 

Al-Baghawi 4:138. Similar was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and other. 
Muslim 2:113. 

Muslim 2:110. 
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«Do not drink from vessels of gold and silver, and do not eat 
from plates of the same, for these things are for them in this 
world and for us in the Hereafter. 


Allah has granted these things to them in this world because 
it is insignificant, as was reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah via Abu Hazim from Sahl bin Sa‘d, who said, “The 
Messenger of Allah jg said: 


rif this world were worth a gnat's wing before Allah, He would 
never give a disbeliever a drink of watery At-Tirmidhi said: 
“Hasan Sahfli.” 


O* (*rij o-“l 

xiu iitjjj c j ’ j Jli £»U. Ij[ Jj»- 
Olt3 sjUjJ' 4 j xS k p^auuC i Jij J-ij 

liji ijlj jytui U6 J' 

Cfjij I. ‘ l,liji J till/ jj 
oj i>* ji-j opj litjjii) «au ^5 /o^5 

iii'- ii»» oj USm* 3 li-y (Jt 


436. And whosoever Ya'shu (turns away blindly) from the 
remembrance of the Most Gracious, We appoint for him 
Shay tan to be a Qarin (a companion) to him.} 

437. And verily, they hinder them from the path, but they 
think that they are guided aright!} 

433. Till, when (such a one) comes to Us, he says, "Would 
that between me and you were the distance of the two easts (or 
the east and west) a worst companion (indeed)!"} 

439. It will profit you not this Day as you did wrong, (and) 
that you will be sharers in the punishment.} 

4 40. Can you make the deaf to hear, or can you guide the blind 


m 


Fath Al-Bari 9:465, Muslim 3:1637. 
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or him who is in manifest error?} 

441. And even if We take you away, We shall indeed take 
vengeance on them.} 

442. Or (if) We show you that wherewith We threaten them, 
then verily, We have perfect command over them.} 

443. So hold you fast to that which is revealed to you. Verily, 
you are on the straight path.} 

444. And verily, this is indeed a Dhikr for you and your 
people, and you will be questioned.} 

445. And ask whom We sent before you of Our Messengers: 
‘‘Did We ever appoint gods to be worshipped besides the Most 
Gracious?"} 


The Shaytan is the Companion of the One Who turns 
away from Ar-Rahman 


^} 


4And whosoever Ya'shu (turns away blindly)} means, whoever 
willfully ignores and turns away 

J- ^ 


4from the remembrance of the Most Gracious,} Al-'Asha (the root of 
Ya‘sh) refers to weakness of vision; what is meant here is 
weakness of insight. 





4We appoint for him Shaytan to be a Qarin (a companion) to 
him.} 

This is like the Ayat. 

4tsZ il 3? y.j} 


4And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the 
right path has been shown clearly to him} (4:115), 



4So when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts away} 
(61:5), and 
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Allah’s Vengeance upon the Enemies of His Messenger 
^ will surely come to pass 

Allah further says: 

fa % 4 

4And even if We take you away, We shall indeed take 
vengeance on them.) 

means, *We will inevitably wreak vengeance upon them and 
punish them, even if you pass away.’ 


fa llu ’fpHj ijjii Hfa f) 


iOr (if) We show you that wherewith We threaten them, then 
verily, We have perfect command over them.) 


means, We are able to do both,’ but Allah will not take His 
Messenger sg (in death) until He gives him the joy of seeing his 
enemies brought low and gives him power and authority over 
them and their wealth. This was the view of As-Suddi and was 
the opinion favored by Ibn Jarir.* 1 * 


Encouragement to adhere to the Qur’an 

Allah then says; 



fire & 


4So hold you fast to that which is revealed to you. Verily, you 
are on the straight path.) 


means, hold fast to the Qur’an which has been sent down to 
your heart, for it is truth and what it leads to is truth that 
shows the way to the straight path that leads to Gardens of 
Delight and eternal, everlasting goodness. 


Ha fa) 


iAnd verily, this is a Dhikr for you and your people,) 

It was said that this means, *it is an honor for you and your 
people;’ this was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.* 21 
This means that it is an honor for them in that it was 


111 At-Jabari 21:609. 

121 Af-Tabari 21:610, 611. 
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Jr 




nr 


y lij ^ o>*^! 

^ OjX JJjJ 


^J! dL)f ^ jbo) 


^Jull 

* t <S ' .'^X.'i r\' > >*&*J\* 


Oliij [^] iu£ 

(And ask those whom 
We sent before you of 
Our Messengers.)^* 
This was narrated 
by Qatadah, Ad- 
Dahhak and As-Suddi 
from Ibn Mas*ud, may 
Allah be pleased with 
him.* 2 ' Yet this 
appears to be an 
explanation rather 
than an alternate 
version of recitation. 
And Allah knows best. 

J't tf'f bLjt ^ 

s»L 

{>'& u oj j,i; 

|Ipojis«® f £>[ tit 

-^==' i>_ VJ ijl* 
jlx£; J^e- Cj Jjjj CJ £jt _/;tUl ijJUj p-+L) >->'jjjC 



JS't'X*'* .A'3\ '> *, 



<$£#% £ b» v^t ££$,&# Gi 


446. And indeed We did send Musa with Our Aydt to Fir'awn 
and his chiefs. He said: "Verily, I am a Messenger of the Lord 
of all that exists."} 

}47. But when he came to them with Our Ayat, behold, they 
laughed at them}. 

448. And not an Ayah We showed them but it was greater 
than its fellow preceding it, and We seized them with torment, 
in order that they might turn.} 


111 At-Tabari 21:611. 

121 At-Tabari 21:611,612. 







them to insult him. This was a way of honoring him, as they 
thought. On each occasion, they promised Musa that if the 
torment was lifted from them, they would believe in him and 
let the Children of Israel go with him, but on each occasion 
they went back on their word. This is like the Ayat. 


Cy 5 jllii; 

oJ Ji* J4* u* *£ (3 ^ ij!6 gj i3j 

^ a; - 4 ? SU3K & a*r 

£ 'H ri ^ 


4So We sent on tfiem: the flood, the locusts, the Qumtnal, the 
frogs, and the blood; manifest signs, yet they remained 
arrogant, and they were of those people who were criminals. 
And when the punishment struck them, they said: “O Musa! 
Invoke your Lord for us because of His promise to you. If you 
remove the punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, 
and we shall let the Children of Israel go with you." But when 
We removed the punishment from them to a fixed term, which 
they had to reach, behold! they broke their word!} (7:133-135) 


jyk $ 4 i&A 

05 ^* jb \jib (jf 

\]t $ $ *£$ bt vp 

dt- ^|::i ^ (Hid tijLZfc llJi Cy 


451. And Fir'awn proclaimed among his people (saying): "O 
my people! Is not mine the dominion of Egypt, and these rivers 
flowing underneath me. See you not then?"} 

452. "Am I not better than this one (Musa) who is despicable 
and can scarcely express himself clearly?"} 

453. Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or 
angels sent along with him?"} 

i54. Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him. Verily, 
they were ever a people who were rebellious.} 

455. So when they angered Us, We punished them, and 
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drowned them all.} 

i56. And We made them a precedent, and an example to later 
generations.} 


Fir‘awn’s Address to His People and how Allah punished 
Him 

Allah tells us how Fir'awn stubbornly persisted in his rebellion 
and disbelief. He assembled his people and addressed them in 
a vainglorious fashion, boasting of his dominion over Egypt. 

ils not mine the dominion of Egypt, and these rivers flowing 
underneath me?} 

Qatadah said, “They had gardens and rivers of flowing 
water. 

Sti} 


4See you not then?} means, ‘do you not see my position of might 
and power?’ - implying that Mfisa and his followers were poor 
and weak. This is like the Ayah: 



iipd&n fSvj $ j^>} 


iThen he gathered (his people) and cried aloud, saying: "I am 
your lord, most high." So Allah seized him with punishment 
for his last and first transgression.} (79:23-25) 

> 4 * & * % $ 


4Am I not better than this one who is despicable} 

As-Suddi said, “He was saying, indeed I sun better than this 
one, who is despicable’.”' 2 * Some of the grammarians of 
Basrah* 31 said that Fir'awn - may the curse of Allah be upon 
him - was saying that he was better than Mtlsa, peace be 
upon him. But this is an obvious lie, may continued curses be 
upon him until the Day of Resurrection. By describing Mflsd 
as despicable he meant - as Sufyan said - insignificant. 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, “He meant, weak.” Ibn Jarir said, 


111 At-Jabari 21:616. 
121 At-Tabari 21:616. 
* 3 * At-Tabari 21:617. 
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“He meant, he had no power, authority or wealth.” 

iand can scarcely express himself clearly} means, he cannot speak 
clearly, he stammers and cannot speak well. 

Fir'awn’s description of MOsa as “despicable” is a lie; rather 
it is he who was despicable and insignificant, lacking in 
physical, moral and religious terms, and it is Musa who was 
noble, truthful, righteous and upright. 

04 sc 

iand can scarcely express himself clearly}. This was also a lie. 
Although something happened to Mtisa’s tongue when he was a 
child, when it was burnt by a coal. He asked Allah to loosen the 
knot from his tongue (i.e., to correct his speech defect) so that 
they could understand what he said, and Allah had answered 
his prayer and said: 

Ji} 

iYou are granted your request , O Mwsa^ (20:36). 

It may be the case that some problem remained which he had 
not asked to be relieved of, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri suggested, 
and that he had asked only to be relieved of that which stood 
in the way of his conveying the Message. A person cannot be 
blamed for physical matters over which he has no control. 
Even though Fir'awn had the intelligence to understand that, 
he wanted to confuse and mislead his people, who were 
ignorant and stupid. So he said: 

iWhy then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him...?} 

meaning, adornments which are placed on the arms. This was 
the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Qatadah and others.* 1 * 

i'c&jju $} 

ior angels sent along with him?} meaning, to serve him and to 
testify that he is telling the truth. He looked only at outward 

m 


At-Tabari 21:619. 



646 


Tafslr Ibn Kathir 


appearances and did not understand the true inner matters 
that are clearer than what he focused on, if only he had 
understood that. Allah says: 




iThus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him.} 

meaning, he confused them and invited them to misguidance, 
and they responded to him. 


iVerily, they were ever a people who were rebellious.} 
Then Allah says: 




4 So when they angered Us,'We punished them, and drowned 
them all.} 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said it means: “When they angered Us 
means, they provoked Our wrath.”* 11 Ad-Dahhak said, it 
means “They made Us angiy.” This was also the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Said bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin 
Ka*b Al-QurazI, Qatadah, As-Suddi and other scholars of 
Ta/sEr.* 2 * 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that IJqbah bin ‘Amir, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah jgg said: 


u^i jLii ykj L; u iUJi bj\2 3i ^ \ly 

«Jj o iyi 


*When you see that Allah gives a person what he wants even 
though he is persisting in sin, that means that Allah is enticing 
him into destruction .» Then he recited: 



Xk L'«i J l Ztykly* \uJ»} 


iSo when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned 
them all.} l3i 


111 At-Tabari 21:622. 

* 2 * At-Jabari 21:622; Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:383. 
* 3 * Ahmad 4:145, with slight differences. 
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It was reported that 
Tariq bin Shihab said, 
“I was with ‘Abdullah, 
may Allah be pleased 
with him, and the 
issue of sudden death 
was mentioned. He 
said, It is a relief for 
the believer and a 
source of regret for 
the disbeliever.’ Then 
he recited the Ayah: 

JL& Cli-i lL-U^ 

4So 10 /ien they 
Us, We punished them, 
and drowned them 

‘Umar bin ‘Abdul- 
‘Azlz, may Allah be 
pleased with him, 
said, “I found that 
punishment comes 
with negligence, 




5a^iiiS=j 



meaning the Ayah: 


£3ft djii); 


4So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned 
them all}.” 


4A«d We made them a precedent, and an example to later 
generations.} 

Abu Mijlaz said, “Precedent for others who do the same as they 
did.”’ 2 ’ He and Mujahid said, “An example, i.e., a lesson to those 


I 1 ) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :384. 
121 Al-Qurtubi 16:102. 
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who come after them.”' 11 Allah is the One Who guides to the 
straight path, and unto Him is the final return. 


2 J* -tf- $45 il* £XaJ} lj[ VU* (3)} 

^ C2J i? 4} ji Oi {? > J 4i a Jj£. 

* *3 JW & ^Sj 22 . ^V« 4 £* re % 

& P % &!>* 4; !>, Ci £ £32 

jz fa 'c$s 3 Ju ^p'c ^ it aj jfy 

$S<*3 3* to $s j; jl ^ k 4 g& & SJ0 
*2 «lAi <£e# £y Si 4S&I JHfc 


i57. And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat.} 

458. And say: "Are our gods better or is he?" They quoted not 
the above example except for argument. Nay! But they are a 
quarrelsome people.} 

459. He was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor 
to him, and We made him an example for the Children of 
Israel.} 

460. And if it were Our will. We would have made angels to 
replace you on the earth.} 

461. And he shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the 
Hour. Therefore have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me! 
This is the straight path.} 

462. And let not Shaytan hinder you. Verily, he (Shaytan) to 
you is a plain enetny.} 

463. And when ‘Isa came with clear proofs, he said: “I have 
come to you with Al-Hiktnah, 121 and in order to make clear to 
you some of that in which you differ. Therefore have Taqwa of 
Allah and obey me."} 

464. " Verily, Allah! He is my Lord and your Lord. So worship 
Hun. This is the straight path."} 

465. But the sects from among themselves differed. So woe to 


111 At-Tabari 21:624, Al-Qurtubi 16:102. 
,2 > See the Tafsir of Surah Sdd (38:20). 
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those who do wrong from the torment of a painful Day!} 


The Contempt of the Quraysh for the son of Maryam, 
and His true Status with Allah 


Allah tells us how the Quraysh persisted in their disbelief and 
stubborn arguments: 


Vi* Oj} 


4And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat.} 


Several others narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak said, 
“They laughed, i.e., they were astounded by that.”* 1 ’ Qatadah 
said, “They were repelled by that and they laughed.”* 2 ’ Ibrahim 
An-Nakha‘i said, “They turned away.”* 3 ’ 

The reason for this was mentioned by Muhammad bin Ishaq 
in As-Sirah. He said, “According to what I have heard, the 
Messenger of Allah jg sat down one day with Al-Walld bin Al- 
Mughlrah in the Masjid, and An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came and 
sat down with them. There were also other men from the 
Quraysh in the gathering. The Messenger of Allah sg spoke, 
then An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came up to him and the 
Messenger of Allah jg spoke to him until he jg defeated him in 
argument. Then he jg recited to him and to them. 



„«JT 


iCertainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! (Surely) you will enter 
it.} (21:98) 

Then the Messenger of Allah jg got up and went to sit with 
‘Abdullah bin Al-Zab‘ari At-Tamlmi. Al-Walld bin Al-Mughlrah 
said to him, ‘By Allah, An-Nadr bin Al-Harith could not match 
the son of ‘Abd Al-Muttalib in argument. Muhammad claims 
that we and these gods that we worship are fuel for Hell.’ 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zab‘ari said, *By Allah, if I meet with him I 


111 Al-Qurtubi 16:103. 
* 2 ’ At-Tabari 21:627. 

* 3 ’ Al-Qurtubi, 16:103. 
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meaning, they take this argument as a basis for rejecting your 
message. Then Allah mentions Isa bin Maryam and says: 


£* &£ AS jSj £2* i? 

<aa£4 & ®Sj22. >0 4 


$He was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to 
him, and We made him an example for the Children of Israel. 
And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace 
you on the earth. And he (‘Isa) shall be a known sign for the 
Hour.} 

meaning, the miracles and signs that happened at his hands, 
such as raising the dead and healing the sick, are sufficient as 
signs of the approach of the Hour. 



iTherefore have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me! This is 
the straight path}.’* 1 ' 

Ibn Jarir mentioned that Al-'Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, commented on the Ayah: 



iAnd when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat.} 

“This means the Quraysh, when it was said to them: 


h 'T.S.S. K 




,-i' <y, ^=c>[} 


iCertainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! (Surely) you will enter 
it.} (21:98) 

The Quraysh said to him: What about !sa bin Maryam?’ 

He said: 

» Jjill XJ- iili* 

«He is the servant and Messenger of Allah.» 

They said, *By Allah, he means that we should take him as a 
lord just as the Christians took Isa son of Maryam as a lord.’ 


111 Ibn Hisham 1:396-398. 
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Then Allah said: 

> j; k. ^ ^ ;j£, ^ 

iThey quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! 
But they are a quarrelsome people).”^ 1 ! 

<% ii £ GL&fc 

say; “Are our gods better or is he?"). Qatadah said, “They 
were saying, ‘our gods are better than him’.” Qatadah said; “Ibn 
Mas'Qd, may Allah be pleased with him, recited it 

(ti* ff *Jr* liifJlb 

(Are our gods better or is this (person)?)” they mean 
Muhammad 

i% ^ £) 


iThey quoted not the above example except for argument.) 

means, for the sake of stubborn argument, for they knew that 
he (Isa ) was not included in the Ayah (21:98), because that 
would not make sense. The words, 


A > " -f > ' » -A, *2, \ 


4 Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell!) (21:98) 

are addressed to the Quraysh, for they used to worship idols 
and false gods - they did not worship the Messiah so why 
should he be included in what the Ayah says? What they said 
was only for the sake of argument; they did not really believe 
in it. 


Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that 
Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah said: 


1 JU; a Li® 


«No people go astray after having been guided, but they resort 
to (futile) argument .» 


m 


At-Taban 21:625. There are similar authentic narrations: Mushkil 
Al-Ath&r 1 :431, and Al-Hakim 2 :385. 
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Then the Messenger of Allah ^ recited this Ayah: 




y js 'fy viU •At" 


ijhey quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! 
But they are a quarrelsome people ^.”*** 

It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and Ibn Jarir. 
At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadtth is Hasan Sahih, we do not 
know it except from the Hadith of Hajjaj bin Dinar..."* 21 


4He (‘l$a) was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor 
to him,} 

means, Isa, peace be upon him; he was no more than one of 
the servants of Allah whom Allah blessed with prophethood 
and messengership. 


iand We made him an example for the Children of Israel.} 

means, ‘a sign, proof and evidence of Our power to do 
whatever We will.’ 

4 jC- %} 


iAnd if it were Our will. We would have made angels to 
replace you on the earth.} 

As-Suddi said, “They would have taken your place on (the 
earth).” 131 Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
Qatadah said, “They would have succeeded one another just 
as you succeed one another.”* 41 This view is implied by the 
former veiw. Mujahid said, “They would have populated the 
earth instead of you.”* 51 
Allah’s saying: 

111 Ahmad 5:256. 

121 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:130; Ibn Majah 1:19, At-Tabari 21:629. 

131 At-Tabari 21:631. 

* 4 * At-Tabari 21:630. 

* 51 At-Tabari 21:630. 
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iAnd he (‘Isa) shall be a known sign for (the coming of) }he 
Hour 

The correct view concerning this phrase is that it refers to his 
descent before the Day of Resurrection, as Allah says: 

3 4 j 2 * o0 

iAnd there is none of the People of the Scripture but must 
believe in him before his death > (4:159). 

- meaning before the death of Isa, peace be upon him — 

iAnd on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them) 
(4:159). This meaning has the support from an alternate 
recitation of the Ayat; 

(ULLU pSi Jip) 

(And he shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the Hour.) 
means, evidence that the Hour will surely come. Mujahid said: 

& '40 

iAnd he shall be a sign for (the coming of) the Hour.) 

means, sign and “One of the signs of the Hour will be the 
appearance of ‘Isa son of Maryam before the Day of 
Resurrection.” 111 Something similar was also narrated from 
Abu Hurayrah, Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Abu Malik, 
‘Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others. 121 Many 
Mutawatir Hadiths report that the Messenger of Allah sjg said 
that ‘Isa will descend before the Day of Resurrection as a just 
ruler and fair judge. 

i\k £52 

iTherefore have no doubt concerning it.) means, do not doubt that 
it will surely come to pass. 

4And follow Me.) means, ‘in what I tell you about it.’ 

111 At-Tabari 21:632. 

121 At-Tabari 21:632; Al-Qurtubi 16:106. 
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Sit pSJZ v; 3** 


4 This is the straight path. And let not Shaytan hinder you.} 
means, from following the truth. 

5 Js cip'C ^ it dj fiy & £s ft* 


4Veri/i/, he (Satan) to you is a plain enemy. And when 'Isa 
came with (Our) clear proofs, he said: “I have come to you 
with Al-Hikmah..."}, meaning prophethood: 


4£» 


iand in order to make clear to you some of the (points) in 
which you differ.} 

Ibn Jarir said, “This means religious matters, not worldly 
matters.”* 11 What he said is good. 


4 'Therefore have Taqwa of Allah} means, “with regard to what I 
command you to do.’ 


iand obey me.} means, “in what I bring to you.’ 

if' 3»>? »j2$i 31^ 


iVerily, Allah! He is my Lord and your Lord. So worship 
Him. This is the straight path.} 

means, “you and I are enslaved to Him, in need of Him and we 
commonly share in the worship of Him Alone, associating none 
with Him.’ 


42^2 3** te} 


4Thi$ is the straight path ^ means, *what I have brought to you is 
the straight path, which is the worship of the Lord, may He 
exalted, Alone/ 

iBut the sects from among themselves differed.$> 

m 


At-Jabari 21:635. 
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means, they differed and became parties and factions, some 
who stated that he (Isa) was the servant and Messenger of 
Allah - which is true - while others claimed that he was the 
son of Allah or that he himself was Allah - glorified be Allah 
far above what they say. Allah says: 

ij £ «!£i JSfr 

iSo woe to those who do wrong from the torment of a painfitl 
Day}l 


/£? .iff •&+,* >> Y 

O' >' *1 J*r 

iS & v; }P V), 4% 

AU $ s&i (jLUf m !pi 

4i 2 % ^l£V» 3© jliVi c q# jjf; yii oj ^ ^ 


466. Do they only wait for the Hour that it shall come upon 
them suddenly while they perceive not?} 

467. Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except 
those who have Taqwa.} 

468. My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall 
you grieve,} 

469. (You) who believed in Our Aydt and were Muslims.} 

470. Enter Paradise, you and your wives, in happiness.} 

471. Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them; (there 
will be) therein all that their souls desire, and all that eyes 
could delight in and you will abide therein forever.} 

472. This is the Paradise, which you have been made to inherit 
because of your deeds that you used to do.} 

473. Therein for you will be fruits in plenty, of which you will 
eat (as you desire).} 


The Resurrection will come suddenly, and Enmity will 
arise between close Friends among the Disbelievers 

Allah says, ‘do these idolaters who disbelieve in the 




657 


Surah 43. Az-Zukhruf (66 - 73) ((Part-25) 


Messengers wait’ 


ill iilill V|^ 


portly for the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while 
they perceive not?} 

means, for it is real and will inevitably come to pass, and 
these negligent people are unprepared for it. When it comes, it 
will catch them unawares, and on that Day they will feel the 
utmost regret when regret will not benefit them in the slightest 
and will not afford them any protection. 

V], _>£ 0^2 fry 


^Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except those 
who have Taqwa.} 


means, every friendship that exists for a purpose other than 
for the sake of Allah will turn to enmity on the Day of 
Resurrection, except for that which is for the sake of Allah, 
which will last forever. This is like the statement of Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, to his people: 






iYou have taken (for worship) idols instead of Allah. The love 
between you is only in the life of this world, but on the Day of 
Resurrection, you shall disown each other, and curse each 
other, and your abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no 
helper.} (29:25) 


Good News for Those with Taqwa on the Day of 
Resurrection, and Their entry into Paradise 

££} 

}My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall you 
grieve.} 

Then He will give them the glad tidings: 

\pl l/l\} 
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i(You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.} 

means, their hearts believed and they submitted inwardly and 
outwardly to the Laws of Allah. 

Al-Mu'tamir bin Sulayman narrated that his father said: 
“When the Day of Resurrection comes and the people are 
resurrected, there will be no one left who will not be filled with 
terror. Then a caller will cry out: 

4r * £*>> 

4My servants! No fear shall be cm you this Day, nor shall you 
grieve.} 

So all the people will be filled with hope, but this will be 
followed by the words: 

i(You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.} 

Then all of mankind will be filled with despair apart from the 
believers.”* 1 * 

$Enter Paradise,} means, they will be told to enter 
Paradise. 

iyou and your wives means, your counterparts 
iin lutppiness (Tuhbarun).} means, in delight and joy. 12 ’ 

i Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them ;$ 

means, fine vessels of gold containing food and drink, without 
spouts or handles. 

111 At-Tabari 21:639. 

* 2 * This phrase Thhharun has already been mentioned in Surat Ar-Rum 
|30:15] where there was a narration stating that it means, 
“Luxury.” Ibn Kathir's view is that it is more general than that, as 
seen by his comment here. 
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[(there will be) therein all that their souls could desire).) Some 
of them recited: 

4that their souls desire,} 

4^h\' m 

4and all that eyes could delight in} means, of good food, delightful 
fragrances and beautiful scenes. 

iand you will therein} means, in Paradise 

i&&} 

iabide forever} means, you will never leave it or want to 
exchange it. 

Then it will be said to them, as a reminder of the blessing and 
favor of Allah: 

C 1^1 6$ij} 

iThis is the Paradise, which you lutve been made to inherit 
because of your deeds that you used to do.} 

means, the righteous deeds which were the cause of your 
being included in the mercy of Allah. For no one will be 
admitted to Paradise by virtue of their deeds alone; that will be 
by the mercy and grace of Allah. But the varying ranks and 
degrees of Paradise will be attained according to one’s 
righteous deeds. 

4 * 4 $ ijj £)} 

4Therein for you will be fruits in plenty,} 
means, of all kinds. 

4of which you will eat.} means, whatever you choose and desire. 
When food and drink are mentioned, fruit is also mentioned to 
complete the picture of blessing and joy. And Allah knows best. 
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^74. Verily, the 
criminals will be in the 
torment of Hell to abide 
therein forever.} 

475. (The torment) will 
not be lightened for them, 
and they will be plunged 
into destruction with deep 
regrets, sorrows and in 
despair therein.} 


476. We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.} 

477- And they will cry: “O Malik (keeper of Hell)! Let your 
Lord make an end of us.” He will say: "Verily, you shall abide 
forever.”} 

478. Indeed We have brought the truth to you, but most of you 
have a hatred for the truth.} 


479. Or have they plotted some plan? Then We too are 
planning.} 

480. Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their 
private counsel? Yes (We do) and Our messengers are by them, 
to record.} 
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The Punishment of the Doomed 


The description of the state of the blessed is followed by a 
description of the state of the doomed. 



iVerily, the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide 
therein forever. It will not be lightened for them,) 

meaning, not even for one moment. 




land they will be plunged into destruction with deep regrets, 
sorrows and in despair therein,) 

means, they will despair of any goodness. 


4We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.) 

means, by their committing wrong actions after proof had been 
established against them and Messengers had been sent to 
them, but they rejected them and rebelled, so they are to be 
punished accordingly. And your Lord is not at all unjust to 
(His) servants. 




iAnd they will cry: "O Malik...") who is the keeper of 
Hell. 


Al-Bukhari said, “Hajjaj bin Minhal told us, Sufyan bin 
TJyaynah told us, from ‘Amr bin ‘Ata,’ from Safwan bin Yala 
that his father, may Allah be pleased with him, said, T heard 
the Messenger of Allah jg reciting on the Minbar. 


iAnd they will cry: "O Malik! Let your Lord make an end of 
us.")M 

meaning, let Him destroy our souls and give us some respite 
from our predicament.’ But it will be as Allah says: 





% ^ 


m 


Fath Al-Bari, 8:431. 
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^Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them} (35:36). 


% o } m&s 'M & 4< 




iBut it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the 
great Fire. There he vrill neither die (to be in rest) nor live (a 
good living).} (87:11-13). 

When they ask to be allowed to die, Malik will answer them: 

A 


4He will say: " Verily, you shall abide forever.”} meaning, “you will 
have no way out from it and no refuge.’ Then the reason why 
they are doomed will be given, which is their stubborn 
resistance to the truth. Allah says: 


<$\ 


ilndeed We have brought the truth to you,} meaning, *We have 
explained it to you clearly and in detail.’ 

ibut most of you have a hatred for the truth.} 

means, *but your nature could not accept it and did not seek 
it; on the contrary, you followed and venerated falsehood, and 
you stood in the way of truth and refused it, and despised its 
followers.’ So they will blame themselves and will feel regret at 
the time when regret will not be of any benefit to them. Then 
Allah says: 

iOr have they plotted some plan? Then We too are planning.} 

Mujahid said, “They wanted to plot some evil, but We are also 
planning.”* 1 ' What Mujahid said is like the Ayah: 

^ 1 %=** Mj&j} 

4So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they 
perceived not.} (27:50). 

The idolators were trying their utmost to find ways of refuting 


m 


Af-Tabari 21:146. 
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the truth with falsehood, but Allah planned it so that the 
consequences of that would backfire on them. He said in 
refutation: 


40r do they think that \Ne hear not their secrets and their 
private counsel?} 

meaning, what they say secretly and openly. 

<W% rp $} 


iYes (We do) and Our messengers are by them, to record.} 

means, We know what they are doing, and the angels are also 
recording their deeds, major and minor.’ 


•t’j liti jij oj 

4 rfijfc % | W^y. &■ ££ i^e ^ 

idi ’a m* igu % *4 jga & ”4 

* &A Jt 4£k 4\j jaat & /JLftj 

$ Si flj $4 v 

4®££* ifJL 1 k 


<81. Say: “If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first 
of the worshippers."} 

482. Glorified is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the 
Lord of the Throne! Exalted be He from all that they ascribe (to 
Him).} 

483. So leave them (alone) to speak nonsense and play until 
they meet the Day of theirs which they have been promised.} 

484. It is He Who is the only God in the heaven and the only 
God on the earth. And He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.} 

485. And Blessed be He to Whom belongs the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, and with 
Whom is the knowledge of the Hour, and to Whom you (all) 
will be returned.} 

486. And those whom they invoke instead of Him have no 
power of intercession - except for those who bear witness to the 
truth knowingly, and they know.} 
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}So leave them (alone) to speak nonsense ^ means, in their 
ignorance and misguidance, 

iand play} in their world, 

ifJ' 

4 until they meet the Day of theirs which they have been 
promised.} 

which is the Day of Resurrection, i.e., then they will come to 
know what their end and destination will be on that Day. 

The Uniqueness of the Lord 

4 ufjVi jj tdii j ^f} 

ilt is He Who is the only Cod in the heaven and the only God 
on the earthy 

means, He is the God of those who are in the heavens and the 
God of those who are on earth; all of them worship Him and 
are humbled before Him. 

iigl i&S %} 

iAnd_ He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.} This Ayah is like 
the Ayah: 


U j jffi\ jj Jt ilf y,j} 


iAnd He is Allah in the heavens and on the earth; He knows 
what you conceal and what you reveal, and He knows what you 
earn.} (6:3) 

which means, He is the One who is called Allah in the 
heavens and on the earth. 


Cj ’A cSjjf A)Cj} 

iAnd Blessed be He to Whom belongs the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them,} 

means, He is their Creator and Sovereign, the One Who is 
controlling them with none to resist or oppose His rule. 
Blessed and exalted be He far above the notion of His having a 
child. He is eternally free of all faults and shortcomings, 
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because He is the Lord, the Exalted, the Almighty, the 
Sovereign of all things, Who is in control of all affairs. 

fit }x^j} 

iand with Whom is the knowledge of the Hour,} 
means, no one knows when it will happen except Him. 

i4& 

iatid to Whom you (all) will be returned.} means, and each 
person will be requited for his deeds; if they are good, then he 
will be rewarded, and if they are bad, then he will be punished. 

The Idols have no Power of Intercession 

iaA jt dfl dUM S& %} 

iAnd those whom they invoke instead of Him have no power} 
means, the idols and false gods. 

iZ&\} 

iof intercession} means, they are not able to intercede for them. 

iexcept for those who bear witness to the truth knowingly, and 
they know.} 

This means, but the one who bears witness to the truth has 
knowledge and insight, so his intercession with Allah will avail, 
by His leave. 


The Idolators admit that Allah Alone is the Creator 




iAnd if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: 
“Allah." How then are they turned away?} 


means, *if you ask these idolators who associate others in 
worship with Allah,’ 




iwho created them, they will surely say: "Allah."} 
means, they will admit that He Alone is the Creator of all 
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things and He has no partner in that. Yet despite that they 
still worship others alongside Him who have nothing and are 
able to do nothing. This is the utmost foolishness and 
stupidity. Allah says: 

i'ojZZ &) 

iHow then are they turned away?) 


The Prophet's Complaint to Allah 


iAnd his saying: "O my Lord! Verily, these are a people who 
believe not!”) 


means, Muhammad said this; he complained to his Lord 
about his people who did not believe in him, and said, ‘O 
Lord, these people do not believe.’ This is like the Ayah: 


4S 


f A 


iAnd the Messenger will say: "O my Lord! Verily, my people 
deserted this Qur'an.”) (25:30). 

This is the view of Ibn MasTkd, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Mujahid and Qatadah, and this is how Ibn Jarir interpreted 
it. 111 

Al-Bukhari said: “Abdullah - meaning Ibn Mas had, may Allah 
be pleased with him - recited (Ayah 88 of Az-Zukhmfi: 

CjL J^Jl J \ij) 


(And the Messenger will say: “O my Lord!”)* 2 * 

Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 

^ Sji 5). ~*j,) 

iAnd his saying: "O my Lord! Verily, these are a people who 
believe not!") 

“Allah is stating what Muhammad said.” 131 Qatadah said, 
“These are the words of your Prophet when he complained 


111 At-Tabari 21:656. 

121 Fath Al-B&ri, 8:431. 
131 At-Tabari 21:656. 



668 


Tafrtr Ibn Kathir 


about his people to his Lord.” 11 ’ 

iSo turn away from them,} means, from the idolators. 

iand say Salam (peace!)} means, ‘do not respond to them in the 
same evil manner in which they address you; but try to soften 
their hearts and forgive them in word and deed.’ 

iBut they will come to know.} This is a warning from Allah for 
them. His punishment, which cannot be warded off, struck 
them, and His religion and His word was supreme. Subse¬ 
quently Jihad and striving were prescribed until the people 
entered the religion of Allah in crowds, and Islam spread 
throughout the east and the west. And Allah knows best. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Az-Zukhruf. 


m 


At-Tabari 21:656. 
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The Tafslr of Surat Ad-Dukhan 
(Chapter - 44) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

In Musnad Al-Bazzar, 
it is recorded from 
Abu At-Tufayl ‘Amir 
bin Wathilah from 
Zayd bin Harithah 
that the Messenger of 
Allah jg said to Ibn 
Sayyad: 

Ui b- £ Ji» 

«/ am concealing 
something, what is it?* 
And the Messenger of 
Allah 3 J 5 was concealing 
Surat Ad-Dukhan from 
him. He (Ibn Sayyad) 
said: “It is Ad-Dukh” 
The Messenger of Allah 
said, 

“Be off with you! 
Whatever Allah wills 
happens .n* 1 * 

i-iS* ^0 P * — 3 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

I 1 * At-Tabar&ni, 5:88, there is a deficiency in the reporting of this text. 
The story of Ibn Sayyad was recorded by Al-Bukhari, no. 1354, and 
Muslim no. 7345, but there is no mention of the Surah in question. 
There are a number of possible explanations for the Hadlth besides 
referring to this Surah. See Path Al-B&ri no. 3055. 
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42. Ha Mim.} 

42. By the manifest Book that makes things clear.} 

43. We sent if rftwn on a blessed night. Verily, We are ever 
warning.} 

44. Therein (that night) is decreed every matter, Hakim.} 

45. As a command from Us. Verily, We are ever sending,} 

46. (As) a mercy from your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower.} 

47. The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, if you (but) have a faith with certainty.} 

48. LS ildha ilia Huwa. He gives life and causes death - your 
Lord and the Lord of your forefathers.} 


The Qur’an was revealed on Laylatul-Qadr 

Allah tells us that He revealed the Magnificent Qur’an on a 
blessed night, Laylatul-Qadr (the Night of Decree), as He says 
elsewhere: 

M 4 13$ l\} 

4 Verily, We have sent it down in the Night of Al-Qadr} 
(97:1). 

This was in the month of Ramadan, as Allah tells us: 

4o'*_yJ' 4-j ip Zf oUi»j !rx-“} 

iThe month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an} 
(2:185). 

We have already quoted the relevant Hadiths in (the Tafsir of) 
Surat Al-Baqarah, and there is no need to repeat them here. 

ikiP % & 

iVerily, We are ever warning.} means, telling them what is good 
for them and what is harmful for them, according to SharCah, so 
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that the proof of Allah may be established against His servants. 

P % 

4'Therein (that night) is decreed every matter, Hakim.} 

means, on Laylatul-Qadr, the decrees are transferred from Al- 
Lawh Al-Mahfuz to the (angelic) scribes who write down the 
decrees of the (coming) year including life span, provision, and 
what will happen until the end of the year. This was narrated 
from Ibn “Umar, Mujahid, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak and others 
among the Salaf. 111 

4Hakim} means decided or confirmed, which cannot be changed 
or altered. Allah says: 


4 -As a command from Us.$ meaning, everything that happens 
and is decreed by Allah and the revelation that He sends down 
- it all happens by His command, by His leave and with His 
knowledge. 


iVerily, We are ever sending ,> means, to mankind, sending 
Messenger who will recite to them the clear signs of Allah. The 
need for this was urgent. 




4fAs) a mercy from your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower. The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all 
that is between them,} 


means, the One Who sent down the Qur’an is the Lord, 
Creator and Sovereign of the heavens and the earth and 
everything in between them. 


if you (but) have a faith with certainty.} Then Allah says: 




m 


At-Tabari 22:9. 







iThen wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke.) 

It was narrated that Masruq said, “We entered the Masjid - 
i.e., the Masjid of Kufah at the gates of Kindah - and a man 
was reciting to his companions, 

4caJ mill 4 ^ 

4 the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke.) 

He asked them; T)o you know what that is?’ That is the smoke 
that will come on the Day of Resurrection. It will take away 
the hearing and sight of the hypocrites, but for the believers it 
will be like having a cold.”’ 

He said, “We came to Ibn Mas’Qd, may Allah be pleased with 
him, and told him about that. He was lying down, and he sat 
up with a start and said, ‘Allah said to your Prophet jg 

4#$#$ js ft e; f? it & c 


iSay: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the 
pretenders.") (38:86). 

And it is part of knowledge that when a man does not know 
something, he should say, ‘Allah knows best/ I will tell you a 
Hadlth about that. When the Quraysh did not respond to 
Islam and they grew stubborn, the Messenger of Allah m 
invoked Allah against them that they would have years like 
the years (of drought and famine) of Yusuf. They became so 
exhausted and hungry that they ate bones and dead meat. 
They looked at the sky, but they saw nothing but smoke.’”* 11 
According to another report: “A man would look at the sky 
and he would see nothing between him and the sky except a 
smoky haze, because of his exhaustion.”* 2 ’ 






iThen wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke , covering the people, this is a painful torment) 

A man came to the Messenger of Allah and said, “O 

Messenger of Allah! Pray to Allah to send rain to Mudar, for 


111 Muslim 4:2155. 
* 2 ’ Mustim 4:2156. 
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they are dying. So the Prophet prayed for rain for them, 
and they got rain. Then the Ayah was revealed: 

iVerily, We s/w// remove the torment for a while. Verily, you 
will revert.} 

Ibn Mas‘ud said, “Do you think that the torment will be 
removed for them on the Day of Resurrection? When they were 
granted ease, they reverted to their former state. Then Allah 
revealed: 




iOn the Day when We shall strike you with the Great Batshah. 
Verily, We will exact retribution.}” 

He said, “This means the day of Badr.” 1 * 1 

Ibn Mas*ud said, “Five things have come to pass: the smoke, 
the (defeat of the) Romans, the (splitting of the) moon, the 
Batshah, and the torment.” 

This Hadith was narrated in the Two Sahuhs.^ It was also 
recorded by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad, and by At-Tirmidhi 
and An-Nasa’i in their (Books of) Tafsir, and by Ibn Jarir and 
Ibn Abi Hatim with a number of chains of narration.* 3 ^ A 
number of the Salaf, such as Mujahid, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Ibrahim 
An-Nakhal, Ad-Dahhak and ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi concurred with 
Ibn MasTid’s interpretation of this Ayah and his view that the 
smoke already happened. 141 This was also the view of Ibn 
Jarir. 

According to the Hadith of Abu Sarihah, Hudhayfah bin Asid 
Al-Ghifari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah jg looked out upon us from a room while 
we were discussing the Hour. He said: 



111 Fath Al-B&ri 8:434. 

Fath Al-B&ri 8:434. The “torment" refers to the last Ay&h of Surat 
Al-Furq&n. See its explanation in volume seven, and no. 4767 of Al- 
Bukhari, and it is mentioned again shortly. 

^ Ahmad 1:380; Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:133; An-Nasal in Al-Kubra, 
6:455; Al-Tabari 22:13, 14. 

I 41 Al-Tabari 22:16. 
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Z'fcj l J>\ { jJj; iClljlj 

\jCj tu/Jl : kJ 

J4is ^ ^ jf - >ti» ^ •* £« 

m^ju Js?) 


*The Hour will not come until you see ten signs. The rising of 
the sun from the west ; fhe smoke; the beast; the emergence of 
Ya’jiij and Ma’jilj; the appearance of 'Isa bin Maryam; the 
Dajjdl; three cases of the earth collapsing - one in the east, one 
in the west, and one in the Arabian Peninsula; and a fire 
which will emerge from the bottom of Aden and will drive the 
people - or gather the people - stopping with them when they 
stop to sleep at night or rest during the day.*” 

This was recorded only by Muslim in his Sahih (1 * 

In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah jg said to Ibn Sayyad: 

«fe JS Jp 


•I am concealing something for you.* He said. It is Ad-Dukh. The 
Prophet said, 

•lijji jjJc -Ji Liu 


*Be off with you! You cannot get further than your rank.* He said, 
“The Messenger of Allah |g was concealing from him the words; 

iThen wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke .This indicates that the smoke is yet to 
appear. 

Ibn Sayyad was a fortune-teller who heard things through the 
Jinn, whose speech is unclear, therefore he said, “It is Ad- 
Dukh,” meaning Ad-Dukhan (the smoke). When the Messenger 
of Allah jg was sure what was happening, that the source of 


111 Muslim 4:2225. 

The last phrase, beginning with “He said...” and mentioning the 
Ayah is not part of the Hadlth in the Two Sahihs as noted earlier. 
See Fath Al-B&ri 3:258; Muslim 4:2240 for the narrations. 
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his information was the Shayatin, he jg said: 

vbjji jJLaJ 

“Be off with you! You cannot get further than your rank .» 

There are numerous Marfa' and Mawquf Hadiths, Sahth, 
Hasan and others, which indicate that the smoke is one of the 
awaited signs (of the Hour). This is also the apparent meaning 
of Ayat in the Qur’an. Allah says: 

^ yn* y Uj i *t*— -i^*} 

iThen wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke.$ 

meaning, clearly visible, such that all people will see it. 
According to Ibn Mas’ud’s interpretation, this was a vision 
which they saw because of their intense hunger and 
exhaustion. He also interprets the Ayah 

^Covering mankind,} meaning, it covered them and overwhelmed 
them. But if it was only an illusion which happened to the 
idolators of Makkah, Allah would not have said “covering 
mankind.” 

4 


ithis is a painful torment.} means, this will be said to them by 
way of rebuke. This is like the Ayah: 


I 4 J ff jUl' .ii pH fo dj. 


iThe Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing. This is the Fire which 
you used to deny.} (52:13-14). 

Or some of them will say that to others. 

<K0( & aj} 


i(They will say): "Our Lord! Remove the torment from us, 
really we shall become believers!"} 

means, when the disbelievers witness the punishment of Allah, 
they will ask for it to be taken away from them. This is Htr**- 
the Ayat 
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Jt i)$i Cjj **$5. v-^2 S[> Sj> lli ijllii Jt \yy> i[ tij }j} 


ilf you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say : “Would that we were but sent back (to the 
world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!"} (6:27) 


4 yv & A *5 13 & 4-0 'rA S jJj} 

ifyjj itf&JC&oi i>>=o ft ii«jf gi?; 


$And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come 
unto them; then the wrongdoers will say: "Our Lord! Respite 
us for a little while, we will answer Your Call and fallow the 
Messengers!" (It will be said): "Had you not sworn afaretime 
that you would not leave (the world far the Hereafter).} (14:44) 


Allah says here: 


is tfuj £ 


t -i e 

9 f V^y cAr 4 J 


A/ 


fS ^ 


$How can there be far them an admonition, when a Messenger 
explaining things clearly has already come to them. Then they 
had turned away from him and said: "(He is) one taught, a 
madman!"} 


meaning, ‘what further admonition do they need when We 
have sent them a Messenger with a clear Message and 
warning? Yet despite that, they turned away from him, 
opposed him and rejected him, and they said: (He is) one 
taught (by a human being), a madman.’ This is like the Ayah: 



iOn that Day will man remember, but how will that 
remembrance (then) avail him?} (89:23) 


ft UJ* Ijfoj o * 1>4j if} fj} 


iAnd if you could but see, when they will be terrified with no 
escape, and they will be seized from a near place. And they will 
say (in the Hereafter): "We do believe (now);" but.how could 
they receive (faith and its acceptance by AllBh) from a place so 
far off...} ( 34:51-52) 
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v u3 iAif 


4 Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, yon 
will revert.$ 

means, ‘if We were to remove the torment from you for a 
while, and send you back to the world, you would go back to 
your former state of disbelief and denial.’ This is like the Ayat. 



4And though We had mercy on them and removed the distress 
which is on them, still they would obstinately persist in their 
transgression, wandering blindly.} (23:75) 




£ Q !ACi & 


4But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly 
revert to that which they were forbidden. And indeed they are 
liars} (6:28) 


The Meaning of the “Great Batshah” 

A afitt ^ & 0 

iOn the Day when We shall strike you with the great Batshah. 
Verily, We will exact retribution.} 

Ibn Mas*Qd interpreted this to mean the day of Badr. (1) This is 
also the view of a group who agreed with Ibn MasTid, may 
Allah be pleased with him, about the meaning of the smoke, 
as discussed above. It was also narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, in a report related to him from A1- 
‘Awfi 12 * and from Ubayy bin Ka'b, may Allah be pleased with 
him. ,3) This is possible, but the apparent meaning is that it 
refers to the Day of Resurrection, although the day of Badr 
was also a day of vengeance. 

Ibn Jarir said, “Ya‘qtib narrated to me; Ibn TJlayyah narrated 
to me, Khalid Al-Hadhdha’ narrated to us, from Ikrimah who 
said, Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Ibn 

111 Al-Tabari 22:22. 

121 Al-Tabari 22:22. 

131 Al-Tabari 22:23. 
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J 


> r> ? 


Ifroi ^ o^cUji^jyo^j 
jv^=u^!>L1l5 ;*Vj 

PS $ppP £>P$yPJ P*oj $? 

•^lPP^uJ$Ji€r-]p.^ |the two reports 
jpU<£(P^'Pi$4»I narrated from him. 


^i-, Mas^ud, may Allah be 
pleased with him, 
said that “the great 
Batshah” is the day of 
Badr, and I say that 
it is the Day of 
Resurrection/ 1 This 
chain of narration is 
Sahth to him. This is 
also the view of Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri and of 
Tkrimah according to 
the more authentic of 


And Allah knows best. 

fy 
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pP!y fa f'jp 

ijjllujV jvAA^g*'j'-* j'laU-U 


417. And indeed We tried before them Fir'awn’s people, when 
there came to them a noble Messenger.} 

418. Saying: “Deliver to me the servants of Allah. Verily, I 
am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust."} 

419. "And exalt not yourselves against Allah. Trtdy, I have 
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come to you with a manifest authority."} 

i20. "And truly, I seek refiige with my Lord and your Lord, 
lest you should stone me."} 

421. “But if you believe me not, then keep away from me and 
leave me alone."} 

422. So he (Musa) called upon his Lord (saying): “These are 
indeed the people who are criminals."} 

423. (Allah said): "Depart you with My servants by night. 
Surely, you will be pursued."} 

424. “And leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided). Verily, 
they are a host to be drowned."} 

425. How many of gardens and springs that they (Fir'awn's 
people) left behind, 

426. And green crops (fields) and goodly places,} 

427. And comforts of life wherein they used to take delight!} 

428. Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them.} 

429. And the heavens and the earth wept not for them, nor 
were they given respite.} 

430. And indeed We saved the Children of Israel from the 
humiliating torment,} 

431. From Fir'awn; verily, he was arrogant and was of the 
excessive .} 

432. And We chose them above the nations (Al-'Alamin) with 
knowledge,} 

433. And granted them signs in which there was a plain trial.} 

The Story of Musa and Fir*awn, and how the Children of 
Israel were saved 

Allah tells us, ‘before these idolators, We tested the people of 
Fir'awn, the copts of Egypt.’ 

4when there came to them a noble Messenger.} 

means, Mtisa, peace be upon him, the one to whom Allah 
spoke. 


<3* a* ell 3 } 
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iDeliver to me the servants of Allah.} This is like the Ayah: 

OJ Ji X) JiCr-i tgi 


4 S 0 /et the Children of Israel go with us, and torment them 
not; indeed, we have come with a sign from your Lord! And 
peace will be upon him who follows the guidance!"} (20:47) 

} Verily, I am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust.} 
means, “what I convey to you is trustworthy.’ 

Jp yi y Jjr 


}And exalt not yourselves against Allah.} means, ‘and do not be 
too arrogant to follow His signs. Accept His proof and believe in 
His evidence.’ This is like the Ayah: 

OjliJui JjCc 0* u 

} Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation!} (40:60) 

4jw y&ii* ffv, 4)^ 

iTndy, I have come to you with a manifest authority.} 

means, with clear and obvious proof. This refers to the clear 
signs and definitive evidence with which Allah sent him. 

iAnd tndy, I seek refuge with my Lord and your Lord, lest 
you should stone me.} 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and Abu Salih 
said, “This refers to a verbal assault, which means insults.”* 1 ' 
Qatadah said, “Meaning ‘stoning’ in the literal sense, so that 
the meaning is: “I seek refuge with Allah, Who created me and 
you, from your making any harmful words or actions reach 
me.’”* 21 


I* 1 At-Jabari 22:26. 
121 Al-Tabari 22:27. 
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iBut if you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave 
me alone.} 


means, “then let us leave one another alone and live in peace 
until Allah judges between us.’ After Musa, may Allah be 
pleased with him, had stayed among them for a long time, and 
the proof of Allah had been established against them, and that 
only increased them in disbelief and stubbornness, he prayed 
to his Lord against them, a prayer which was answered. Allah 
says: 


\& 4 12 ; irs 

K £■ !*& * » 

3J1 J'u .^Vf 


iAnd Musa said: “Our Lord! You have indeed bestowed on 
Fir'awn and his chiefs splendor and wealth in the life of this 
world, our Lord! That they may lead men astray from Your 
path. Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, 
so that they will not believe until they see the painfiil torment." 
Allah said: “Verily, the invocation of you both is accepted. So 
you both keep to the straight way."} (10:88-89) 

And Allah says here: 


m 3 & &} 


iSo he (Musa) called upon his Lord (saying): “These are indeed 
the people who are criminals."} 

Whereupon Allah commanded him to bring the Children of 
Israel out from among them, without the command, consent or 
permission of Fir'awn. Allah said: 

ifjCu ^ 


iDepart you with My servants by night. Surely, you will be 
pursued.} 

This is like the Ayah: 
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iAnd indeed We revealed to Musa (saying): "Travel by night with 
My servants and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither 
to be overtaken nor being afraid (of drowning in the sea)."} (20:77) 





iAnd leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided). Verily, they are 
a host to be drowned.} 

When Mtts& and the Children of Israel has crossed the . sea, Mdsa 
wanted to strike it with his staff so that it would go back as it had 
been, and it would form a barrier between then and Fir‘awn and 
prevent him from reaching them. But Allah commanded him to 
leave it as it was, quiet and divided, and gave him the glad tidings 
that they were a host to be drowned, and that he should not fear 
either being overtaken by Fir'awn or drowning in the sea. Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 


iAnd leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided).} 
means, leave it as it is and keep moving.* 1 ' Mujahid said: 


ias it is} means, a dry path, as it is. ‘Do not command it to go 
back; leave it until the last of them have entered it.’* 21 This was 
also the view of ‘Ikrimah, Ar-Rabl‘ bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ka*b Al-Ahbar, Simak bin Harb and 
others.* 3 ’ 

ij* 

iHow many of gardens and springs that they left behind. And 
green crops} 

this refers to rivers and wells. 

}and goodly places,} means, fine dwellings and beautiful places. 
Mujahid and Said bin Jubayr said: 

**’ Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:410. 

• 2| At-Tabari 22:30. 

131 At-Tabari 22:30. 
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iand goodly places,} means elevated places. 111 


4 Jf, jjif 


iAnd comforts of life wherein they used to take delight!} 

means, a life which they were enjoying, where they could eat 
whatever they wanted and wear what they liked, with wealth 
and glory and power in the land. Then all of that was taken 
away in a single morning, they departed from this world and 
went to Hell, what a terrible abode! 



iThus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them.} 
namely the Children of Israel. 




A And the heavens and the earth wept not for them,} 

means, they had no righteous deeds which used to ascend 
through the gates of the heavens, which would weep for them 
when they died, and they had no places on earth where they 
used to worship Allah which would notice their loss. So they 
did not deserve to be given a respite, because of their disbelief, 
sin, transgression and stubbornness. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Said bin Jubayr said, “A man came to 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and said to him: 
‘O Abu Al-‘Abbas, Allah says. 


1 $ JSirj 'xsti (j,} 


iAnd the heavens and the earth wept not for them, nor were 
they given respite} 

- do the heavens and the earth weep for anybody?’ He, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, Yes, there is no one who does 
not have a gate in the heavens through which his provision 
comes down and his good deeds ascend. When the believer 
dies, that gate is closed; it misses him and weeps for him, and 
the place of prayer on earth where he used to pray and 


m 


At-Tabari 22:32. 
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remember Allah also weeps for him. But the people of Fir'awn 
left no trace of righteousness on the earth and they had no 
good deeds that ascended to Allah, so the heavens and the 
earth did not weep for them.’” [11 Al-‘Awfi reported something 
similar from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him.* 2 ' 


O* Qje Ji yfiOT St 


4And indeed We saved the Children of Israel from the 
humiliating torment from Fir'awn; verily, he was arrogant and 
was of the excessive.4 

Here Allah reminds them of how He saved them from their 
humiliation and subjugation at the hands of Fir'awn, when 
they were forced to do menial tasks. 

,iij. 


4From Fir'awn; verily, he was arrogant} means, he was proud 
and stubborn. This is like the Ayah: 

j £ 

iVerily, Fir'awn exalted himself in the land} (28:4). 

4of Cj> 

4but they behaved insoletitly and they were people self-exalting} 
(23:46). 

He was one of the excessive and held a foolish opinion of 
himself. 

ii £ .*U £ &8SS &} 

4And We chose them above the nations (Al-'Alamin) with 
knowledge,} 

Mujahid said, “This means that they were chosen above those 
among whom they lived.” Qatadah said, “They were chosen 
above the other people of their own time, and it was said that 
in every period there are people who are chosen above others.” 
This is like the Ayah: 


111 At-Tabari 22:34. 
121 At-Tabari 22:35. 
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£ &SU 4l ju» 

4(Allah) said: "O Musa I have chosen you above men.”} 
(7:144), 

which means, above the people of his time. This is also like 
the Ayah: 

»di } 

iand (Allah has) chosen you (Maryam) above the women of the 
nations (Al-'Alamm).} (3:42), 

i.e., Maryam was chosen above the women of her time. For 
Khadljah, may Allah be pleased with her, is higher than her in 
status or is equal to her, as was Asiyah bint Muzahim, the 
wife of Fir'awn. And the superiority of ‘A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, over all other women is like the superiority 
of Tharid over all other dishes. 

4 *$' Si 

iAnd granted them signs} means clear proofs and extraordinary 
evidence. 




4in which there was a plain trial.} means, an obvious test to show 
who would be guided by it. 



i34. Verily, these people are saying:} 

435. ‘‘There is nothing but our first death, and we shall not be 
resurrected."} 

436. "Then bring back our forefathers, if you speak the 
truth!"} 

437. Are they better or the people of Tubba‘ and those before 
them? We destroyed them because they were indeed criminals.} 


Refutation of Those Who deny the Resurrection 

Here Allah denounces the idolators for their denial of the 
Resurrection and their belief that there is nothing after this 



Surah 44. Ad-Dukhan (34 - 37) (Part-25) 


687 


life and no life or resurrection after death, which they based 
on the fact that their forefathers had died and had not 
returned. They said, If the resurrection is true, 

iTheti bring back our forefathers, if you speak the truth!} 

This is false evidence and a specious argument, for the 
resurrection will happen on the Day of Judgement, not in this 
world; it will happen when this world has ended and ceased to 
be. Allah will bring all creatures back, created anew. He will 
make the evildoers fuel for the fire of Hell, and on that Day 
you will be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger will be 
a witness over you. Then Allah threatens them and warns 
them of the irresistible torment other idolators like who denied 
the resurrection, suffered. Such as the people of Tubba‘, i.e., 
Saba’. Allah destroyed them, wreaked havoc upon their land 
and scattered them here and there throughout the land, as we 
have already seen in Surah Saba'. 11 * This was brought about 
because the idolators denied the Resurrection. Here too, the 
idolaters are compared to them. They Tubba' were Arab 
descendants of Qahtan, just as these people (Quraysh) were 
Arab descendants of ‘Adndn. Among the people of Himyar - 
who are also known as Saba’ - when a man became their 
king, they called him Tubba’, just as the title Chosroes was 
given to the king of Persia, Caesar to the king of the Romans, 
Fir'awn to the disbelieving ruler of Egypt, Negus to the king of 
Ethiopia, and so on among other nations. 

But it so happened that one of the Tubba' left Yemen and 
went on a journey of conquest until he reached Samarqand, 
expanding his kingdom and domain. He is the one who 
founded Al-Hlrah. It is agreed that he passed through Al- 
Madlnah during the days of Jahiliyyah. He fought its 
inhabitants but they resisted him; they fought him by day and 
supplied him with food by night, so he felt ashamed before 
them and refrained from harming them. He was accompanied 
by two Jewish rabbis who advised him and told him that he 
would never prevail over this city, for it would be the place to 
which a Prophet would migrate towards the end of time. So he 

(1 * See volume seven the Tafslr of Surah Saba’ (34:15-19). 
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tsi)@nis>i ha m&ms# X retreated and took 

0 th ?™ 

When he passed by 

db Makkah > he wanted t0 

"T * * destroy the Ka'bah, 

but they told him not 
cist*. \i* ' ."> >.> ^ ^;r t0 do 411811 either. They 

*£&*)**SVyi told him about the 


told him about the 
1 ^significance of this 

*K'i House > that it had 

ojtA^-^>^Ul-xlAoj.^ been buUt by Ibrahim 

0 A1 - Kh ® m * P e / C ® be 

^ l innn Viim unH thaf if 


\£h Al-Khalll, peace be 
'**£>> s-- * ^ upon him, and that it 

would become of great 
> >'•'<''w's importance through 


-.v ,s .'>•'<£*. > >'•<"'*"' importance tnrough 

that p rophet whQ 




would be sent towards 
the end of time. So he 


performed Tawaf 
around it, and covered 
it with a fine cloth. 
Then he returned to 
Yemen and invited its 
people to follow the 
religion of guidance along with him. At that time, the religion of 
Musa, peace be upon him, was the religion followed by those 
who were guided, before the coming of the Messiah, peace be 
upon him. So the people of Yemen accepted the religion of 
guidance along with him. 

‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah $sg said: 

jj' ^ i jl5 LJ iSj^ li® 


“/ do not know whether Tubba 1 was a Prophet or nof.* 111 

P* Al-Baghawi 4:154. It has deficiencies, in the mode of narration and 
the wording of the text. However, there are a number of authentic 
narrations that support its general meaning. See As-Sahihah 
5:251. 
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It was narrated that Tamim bin ‘Abdur-Rahman said: “ ‘Ata’ 
bin Abi Rabah said, “Do not revile Tubba', for the Messenger of 
Allah jg forbade reviling him.’”* 11 And Allah knows best. 


£3,' ^ C I £& Cj il2t Cf} 


% ^4— Jy j* Jy Jjy> V fji il ^ 

&R > $ $ ty 4 


438. And We created not the heavens and the earth, and all 
that is between them, far mere play.} 

439. We created them not except with truth, but most of them 
know not.} 

440. Verily, the Day of Judgement is the time appointed far all 
of them -} 

441. The Day when a near relative cannot avail a near relative 
in aught, and no help can they receive,} 

442. Except him on whom Allah has mercy. Verily, He is the 
All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.} 


This World was created for a Wisdom 

Here Allah tells us of His justice, and that He is far above 
mere play, folly and falsehood. This is like the Ayah: 




4And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is 
between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 
those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!} (38:27) 


H jiJ' * Uj PytZpSLC. 

P u£J' & % 4 




iDid you think that We had created you in play , and that you 
would not be brought back to Us? So Exalted be Allah , the 
True King: La ildha ilia Huwa, the Lord of the Supreme 
Throne!^ (23:115-116) 


‘Abdur-Razz&q 3:209. 
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iVerily, He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.} 
means, he is the Almighty, with immense mercy. 


>. * S'. 


r 




jtifc .^*4^ i3y i 

.* pctek tsfvS-Jf j*d( 3 ^. ii 


443. Verily, the tree of Zaqqum} 

444. Will be the food of the sinners.} 

445. Like boiling oil, it will boil in the bellies,} 

446. Like the boiling of scalding water.} 

447. (It will be said:) "Seize him and drag him into the midst 
of blazing Fire,"} 

448. "Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water."} 

449. "Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 
mighty, the generous."} 

450. "Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!"} 


The Condition of the Idolaters and Their Punishment on 
the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us how He will punish the disbelievers who deny 
the meeting with Him: 





4Verily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners.} 

Those who sinned by their words and in deeds. These are the 
disbelievers. More than one commentator stated that this 
referred to Abu Jahl; undoubtedly he is included among those 
referred to in this Ayah, but it is not specifically about him. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Ad-Darda’ was reciting to a man: 



4 Verily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners.} 

The man said, “The food of the orphan.” Abu Ad-Darda’, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “Say, the tree of Zaqqum is 
the food of the evildoer.”* 1 * i.e., he will not have any other food 

m 


At-Tabari 22:43. 
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apart from that. Mujahid said, “If a drop of it were to fall on 
the earth, it would corrupt the living of all the people of 
earth. ” |11 A similar Marfa ' report has been narrated earlier. 

iLike boiling oil,} means, like the dregs of oil. 

iit will boil in the bellies, like the boiling of scalding water.} 
means, because of its heat and rancidity. 

i^} 


4Seize him} means the disbeliever. It was reported that when 
Allah says to the keepers of Hell, “Seize him,” seventy thousand 
of them will rush to seize him. 


iand drag him} means, drag him by pulling him and pushing 
him on his back. Mujahid said: 


4Seize him and drag him} means, take him and push him. 

*b- 


4into tire midst of blazing Fire, ^means, into the middle of it. 


m 'i-jj 45 


iThen pour over his head the torment of boiling water.} This is like 
the Ayah: 




iboiling water will be poured down over their heads. With it 
will melt what is within their bellies, as well as (their) skins.} 
(22:19-20). 

The angel will strike him with a hooked rod of iron and split 
his head open, then he will pour boiling water over his head. 
It will go down through his body, melting through his stomach 


m 


At-Tabari 22 :43. 
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and intestines, until it goes through his heels; may Allah 
protect us from that. 

cJ -iity <3i^ 

iTaste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 
mighty, the generous.} 

means, they (the keepers of Hell) will say that to him by way 
of ridicule and rebuke. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: “This means, you are 
neither mighty nor generous.” 

And Allah’s saying: 


iVerily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!} 
is like His saying: 

L^j jUlf £■> X j '£} 

iThe Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing. This is the Fire which 
you used to deny. In this magic, or do you not see?} (52: 13- 
15) 

Similarly Allah said: 

li Lii 


4 Verily, this is that where of you used to doubt!} 


< >>' 


&& ^ « Spk 4 C!M & 4 2s£K & 

oy'j* jy^ 

iijj j* yj£ j+jjj J$\ ijjiii ojiif uj-5 ^ 

^ ^ aa ^ #k ji a ; s 


451. Verily, those who have Taqwa, will be in place of 
security.} 

452. Among Gardens and Springs,} 

453. Dressed in Sundus and Istabraq, facing each other,} 
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454. So (it will be). And We shall marry them to Hur (fair 
females) with wide lovely eyes,} 

i55. They will call therein for every kind of fruit in peace and 
security;} 

456. They will never taste death therein except the first death, 
and He will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire,} 

457. As a bounty from your Lord! That will be the supreme 
success!} 

458. Certainly, We have made this easy in your tongue, in 
order that they may remember.} 

459. Wait then; verily, they (too) are waiting.} 

The State of Those Who have Taqwa and the Delights 
They will enjoy in Paradise 

When Allah describes the state of the doomed, He follows that 
with a description of the life of the blessed. For this reason the 
Qur’an is called Al-Mathani (i.e., oft-repeated). 


4Verily, those who have Taqwa,} i.e., those who fear Allah and 
are dutiful towards Him in this world, 

4j±A 4 } 

4will be in place of security.} means, in the Hereafter, i.e., in 
Paradise, where they will be safe from death and the fear of 
leaving it, and from every kind of worry, grief, terror and 
exhaustion, and from the Shay (an and his wiles, and from all 
other troubles and disasters. 



4Among Gardens and Springs}. This is in direct contrast to the 
state of the doomed, who will have the tree of Zaqqum and 
boiling water. 



oi o 


4Dressed in Sundus} means, the finest of silk, such as shirts 
and the like. 


4,$j&0>} 
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iand Istabraq} means, silk which is woven with shiny threads, 
like a splendid garment which is worn over regular clothes. 


ifadtig each other,} means, sitting on thrones where none of 
them will sit with his back to anyone else. 





iSo (it will be). And We shall many them to Hur (fair females) 
with wide lovely eyes,} 

This will be a gift in addition to the beautiful wives given to them. 


2i $} 


iwith whom no man or Jinn has had Tamth (sexual intercourse) 
before them > (55:56) 


i(In beauty) they are like rubies and Marjan.} [1] (55:58) 
ils there any reward far good other than good?} (55:60) 

Lfj 5jf-X} 

iThey will call therein for every kind of fruit in peace and 
security;} 

means, whatever kinds of fruit they ask for will be brought to 
them, and they will have the security of knowing that this 
supply will never come to an end or be withheld; these fruits 
will be brought to them whenever they want. 

4ohV T ££J( ■)} 


iThey will never taste death therein except the first death,} 

This is an exception which reinforces the negation. The 
meaning is that they will never taste death there. It was 
reported in the Two Sahths that the Messenger of Alla h |j§ 
said: 


^ it is often translated as “coral”. See Ibn Kathlr’s comments in 
volume nine, (55:58). 


tDeath will be brought forth in the image of a fine ram. It will 
be made to stand between Paradise and Hell, then it will be 
slaughtered. It will be said, "O people of Paradise, it is eternal, 
no more death; and O people of Hell, it is eternal, no more 
death, "a 111 


This Hadith was already quoted in our discussion of Surah 
Maryam. ‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Said and Abu 
Hurayrah said, “The Messenger of Allah said: 




\y$ * ijli: it Sp !>IS ^ 




o/f u»i// be said to the people of Paradise, "It is granted to you 
that you will be healthy and will never fall ill, you will live and 
never die, you will enjoy a life of luxury and will never be 
miserable, you will be youthful and will never grow old."a" 
This was recorded by Muslim. 121 


It was reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “The Messenger of Allah $5 said: 


V Yj l*i & S 3.1 Jl 


Vj l AjLIj 

j 

iWhoever has Taqwa of Allah, he will enter Paradise and enjoy / 
a life of luxury and he will never be miserable. He will live 
therein and never die, his clothes will never wear out and his 
youth will never fadeX ** 31 




iand He will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire,} 
means, along with this great and eternal blessing, He will also 


111 Fath Al-Bari 8:282; Muslim 4:2188. 
Muslim 4:2182. 

* 31 Aj-jabarani in Al-Awsat 4895. 
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Hen 6 ITS? ther H u° m agQnizing torment in the depths of 
^ ^ haVe achieved their desired aim and avoided 
the thing they feared. Allah says, 




success!} 0 ™^ fr ° m V ° Ur L ° rd! That WiH be 0ie $u P reme 

meaning, that will be from His bounty and kindness towards 
AlSh i Sd- reP ° rted ta ^ TW ° ?cms ^ the Messenger of 

«2^Ji &j. iujj ‘J jf i j£i\j t i^u' |ijjiij ii^|, 

•WorAr and strive hard, and know that no one will enter 
Paradise by virtue of his deeds .» 

They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He $$ said, 

Jii M V! c u( v> 

“Nof even me, wn/ess Allah showers me with His mercu and 
grace. > m y 


$3 typu (2^ 


<Cerfain/i/, We have made this easy in your tongue, in order 
that they may remember 


means, TVe have made this Qur'an, which We have sent down, 
easy, plain and clear, in your language which is the most 
eloquent, clear and beautiful of all languages/ 


iin order that they may remember > means, in order that they 
may understand and know. 

Despite the fact that it is so plain and clear, there are still 
people who disbelieve, who stubbornly go against it. Allah says 
to His Messenger jg, consoling him and promising him victory, 
and warning those who reject him that they will be destroyed. ’ 


^Wait then; vertly, they (too) are waiting meaning, “they will 

m 


Fath Al-Bari 11:300; Muslim 4:2170. 
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come to know who wiU be victorious and whose word wU 
prevail in this world and in the Hereafter. For vie ory 
you, O Muhammad, and for your brothers among the Prophets 
Lid Messengers, and for the believers who foUowed you, as 
Allah says: 

iAUah has decreed: “Verily, it is I and My Messengers who 
shall be the victorious (58:21) 

£ * £ j, ]p'- 

x Verity We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 
those who believe in this world's life and on the Day when the 
witnesses will stand forth, - the Day when their excuses will be 
of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs 
will be the evil abode.} (40:51-52) 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Sfirat Ad-Dukhan. All praise 
and thanks are due to Allah and in Him is all strength and 

protection. 


☆ This is the end of volume eight. 

Volume nine begins with Surat Al-Jathiyah. 



